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 Newly-arrived returnees from Uganda are transported to final destinations in Kajo Keji. UNHCR/M. Ilyas 
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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   AAANNNDDD   BBBLLLUUUEEE   NNNIIILLLEEE   
 
Security 
The situation in and around Juba has been relatively calm. The peace talks between the Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA) and the Government of Uganda are going on satisfactorily. The three-week grace period for LRA 
withdrawal from South Sudan is effectively ending on 1 July.  
 
In Malakal, preparations by the UN Department for Safety and Security (UNDSS) on security, especially with 
regard to the deadline of 9 July for the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) to be de-deployed to the North as per the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) requirements, are in place. Contingency plans are being finalised 
in case the security situation escalates and relocation needs to take place. 
 
Two security incidents in Kurmuk during the reporting period cast a shadow over what has generally been a 
peaceful environment in Blue Nile State. On 9 June, SPLA soldiers started shooting to express their 
dissatisfaction with the delay of payment of salaries – eight people were injured. Arrests were made, but 
tensions have remained over the incident, as it has not been fully resolved. On 13 June, a soldier fired on a 
group of women and children killing one person. Reports indicate that it is a criminal rather than a politically-
motivated act. However, this might cause escalations. 
 
Mid-year progress review  
In 2007, UNHCR set a target to bring back home a total of 102,000 Sudanese refugees from neighbouring 
countries by road and air repatriation movements and to provide them with individual repatriation packages 
and community-based reintegration support. The planning parameters for 2007 were reviewed at the UNHCR 
Regional Retreat in Khartoum on 5-6 February 2007, where a corridor by corridor analysis was carried out. 
The retreat resulted in broad agreement that a high degree of flexibility in the deployment of staff and re-
allocation of resources was required in order to respond swiftly to changing circumstances. It was agreed, 
inter alia, to continue to actively facilitate return, taking into account security, protection and assistance 
benchmarks, and to prioritize returns from Ethiopia before the onset of the rainy season. Repatriation from 
Ethiopia was prioritized because the overwhelming majority of the refugee population was eager to return 
home before the rainy season.  
 
Furthermore, Tripartite Commission meetings between the Government of Sudan, UNHCR and respective 
governments took place with Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda where concrete resolutions on ways of expediting 
repatriation of Sudanese refugees from these countries were made. A number of cross-border planning 
meetings also took place with respective countries of asylum, which helped to find local solutions and led to 
improved corridor by corridor coordination to speed up repatriation. So far in 2007, the repatriation figure 
reached 53,585, of which 39,220 were assisted by UNHCR and 14,365 returned home spontaneously.  
 
Some of the major successes achieved so far this year include the completion of voluntary repatriation of 
Sudanese refugees from the Central African Republic (CAR) on 10 April and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) on 2 June – both protracted refugee situations. The other major successes for UNHCR are the 
opening of the Bambodi and Pagak corridors to Blue Nile and Upper Nile State respectively on 10 March. 
These corridors, in addition to the existing one through Kurmuk, enabled UNHCR to accelerate repatriation 
from Ethiopia. Acceleration of repatriation from Ethiopia resulted in the closure of Yarenja camp on 28 March, 
another protracted refugee situation. In addition, on 14 April, UNHCR also launched the first air repatriation 
from Ethiopia. Through a combination of road and air repatriation, UNHCR repatriated a total of 18,241 
refugees from Fugnido, Dimma, Sherkole and Yarenja camps mainly to Blue Nile and Upper Nile States.  
 
By and large, the pre-rainy season targets for CAR, DRC and Ethiopia have been met. Repatriation from 
Kenya and Uganda are ongoing and are expected to continue throughout the rainy season. After the rainy 
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season, repatriation from Ethiopia will resume, while movements from Kenya and Uganda will continue. 
Meanwhile, assisted self-repatriation continues from most countries of asylum. On 23 June, repatriation of 
Sudanese refugees to South Sudan and Blue Nile State reached a cumulative total of 155,759 since 
operations started in December 2005. Of this number, 56,862 returned through organized movements, 8,381 
through the assisted self-repatriation scheme and 90,516 spontaneously. 
 
Visit of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 
Mr. Antonio Guterres, arrived in Yei in the 
afternoon of 18 June from Kajo Keji where 
he had joined a repatriation convoy 
carrying 161 refugees from Moyo, Uganda. 
He was accompanied by government 
officials, senior UNHCR staff and a group 
of journalists from different news agencies 
and television stations based in Nairobi. 
The High Commissioner was welcomed by 
the Executive Director of Yei County, Mr. 
Cyrus Kanyikwa.  
 
Photo: The High Commissioner descends 
from the truck in which he traveled with 
the returnees from Uganda. UNHCR/S. Ali 

 
The following day, the High Commissioner met with the Governor of Central Equatoria State, Mr. Clement 
Wani, who urged UNHCR to continue helping more refugees to return home before the national census and 
elections. The High Commissioner then visited Yei Civil Hospital where UNHCR had provided financial 
support worth some US$ 950,000 in 2005 and 2006 to improve medical facilities, purchase equipment and 
fund the medical training school attached to the hospital. The hospital and school staff asked the High 
Commissioner for more support to health institutions which play a vital role in improving the well-being of the 
people in the Greater Yei area.  
 

Going on to the way station in Yei, the High 
Commissioner witnessed the verification 
interviews of the refugees who had 
returned home from Uganda the previous 
day. A group of female returnees told the 
High Commissioner that while they were 
discouraged to return home by some in the 
refugee settlements in Uganda, they had 
made up their own minds to return because 
this was their home country. Adjacent to 
the way station, expansion work was 
ongoing. The work is aimed at increasing 
the accommodation capacity of the way 
station from the current 300 to 700 
returnees in anticipation of the increasing 
pace and volume of returns from Uganda.  

   Photo: At Juba way station, the High Commissioner speaks 
     with an IDP woman who just came back from Khartoum. 
                          UNHCR/A. Rehrl 
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The High Commissioner’s last stop was the GTZ logistics base in Yei where he toured the warehouse storing 
non-food items for the repatriation operation and where 30 Scania trucks are repaired and maintained for the 
South Sudan operation. Ten new Mercedes trucks are expected to arrive in Yei in late June from UNHCR’s 
stock in Dubai, and another 20 Scania trucks leased by the Swedish Government (SRSA, Swedish Rescue 
Service Agency) are also expected to arrive in late July to increase the transport capacity of the repatriation 
programme.  
 
The High Commissioner flew to Juba in the afternoon of 19 June, where he held a press briefing with local 
and international media and then met with UNHCR staff. On 20 June, he attended the beginning of the World 
Refugee Day celebration at Juba way station before going to meet with the President of South Sudan, Salva 
Kiir. He also toured the way station and met with the Women Self Help Development Organization (WSHDO) 
– a community-based organization that was supported by UNHCR through a fund raising event. The High 
Commissioner departed to Nairobi on the same day. 
 
Update on reintegration activities under the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation project 
Within the overall UNHCR reintegration operation, the objectives of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
project are to ensure that Sudanese refugees returning from countries of asylum, returning IDPs and local 
community members have access to water, sanitation, health and education through the establishment of 
community-based reintegration projects. The project runs over a period of three years (2007-2009). UNHCR 
has selected and signed agreements with six NGOs to implement the various components of the project in 
2007: CounterPart International (CPI), ACROSS, African Development and Emergency Organisation 
(ADEO), Association for Aid and Relief (AAR)-Japan, Action Africa Help (AAH)-International and Peace 
Winds Japan. Most implementing partners started the operational work in mid-March after agreements with 
UNHCR were signed and first installments paid.  
 
In Jonglei State, specifically in Bor South 
County, Twic East County and Duk County, 
Peace Winds Japan has completed 20 
boreholes out of a total of 35 boreholes 
planned for 2007. It is estimated that some 
13,000 persons will benefit from the water 
project. Training has been provided to 20 
sanitation awareness groups and the impact 
has been immediate. Communities that have 
never had access to safe drinking water or 
have had to walk for over three hours to 
reach water are now benefiting directly from 
the boreholes constructed under the project.  
 
Photo: Community members using the new 
hand pump in Jalle Payam, Bor South 
County UNHCR/E. Larici   
 
Regarding the other project components, including health and education, it is planned that all construction 
work and related training and community development activities will be concluded by the end of the year as 
per the agreements signed with the implementing partners. Under the sector of transport/logistics, three light 
vehicles and two boats were procured in early May to support the project.  
 
Other reintegration activities in South Sudan 
Reintegration activities are concentrated in the main areas of return in seven States in South Sudan. In Juba, 
Lainya, Morobo and Yei Counties (in Central Equatoria), 10 community centres and six artisan workshops 
were rehabilitated. Over 100 persons from the communities are employed to manage and run the centres 
and workshops, which are producing small-scale livestock for sale, grinding grains, growing flowers as well 
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as plants and seedlings for sale, sewing, knitting and producing other items to generate some income for 
returnees and the local populations. 
 
To promote access to the labour market for returnees, IDPs and the local community, skills training 
programmes are offered by GTZ in counties in Central Equatoria as well as in Kapoeta, in Eastern Equatoria. 
Similarly, the Multi-purpose Training Centre (MTC) in Juba was rehabilitated (both the buildings and the 
machinery), some of which were left unused since 1973 when the centre was originally established. The 
MTC training curriculum developed by GTZ and JICA targets 120 trainees in the initial phase. In addition, 60 
young returnees are undergoing mechanical training offered by JVC at a workshop in Juba.  
 
Furthermore, 70 youths receive skills training for market entry employment in Morobo and Lainya. Over time, 
the impact has been that over 70 youths, including females, trained in blacksmithing, carpentry, brick-laying 
and tailoring are employed or are offering their services for the communities at large. Some 100 community 
leaders and community health care workers and auxiliary nurses have upgraded their technical and 
managerial skills.  
 
There are about 300 enterprising women who were deemed to be disadvantaged in Magwi, Ikotos, Torit and 
nearby counties in Eastern Equatoria. Through micro-credit, income generation schemes and start up capital, 
they embarked on agro-enterprising initiatives and marketing of confection and small-scale husbandry. This 
has resulted in improved local capacity for community-based health care for hundreds of returnee families as 
well as the local populations. In addition, the initiatives have helped to improve the coping capabilities of 
vulnerable communities and reduced tensions and uncertainties between returnees and host communities. 
 
In Jonglei and other States, in coordination with UNICEF, community groups and particularly the women are 
being trained, counselled and provided with adult education in the context of women’s empowerment. In 
Jonglei, Intersos offers community services education. Recreational activities and established day-care 
centres help to promote peace building and reconciliation activities for entire community groups. Established 
community networks were identified for training on livelihoods and recovery-response so that women also 
have access to local markets. Newly established production centres are to be handed over to local 
authorities by the end of 2008. 
 
Update on demining  
A donation of the Canadian Government is the source of UNHCR funding for implementation of integrated 
de-mining activities by UNHCR’s implementing partner Danish De-mining Group (DDG). In addition, UNHCR 
obtained additional funds amounting to US$ 1,333,333 from the Dutch Postcode Lottery for continuation of 
the enhanced phase of de-mining activities. 
 
In 2007, DDG’s main objective is to continue with de-mining activities to support UNHCR’s voluntary return 
and reintegration of returnees and IDPs throughout South Sudan with emphasis on mine risk education, 
mapping and marking of areas for suspected landmine contamination, sharing of information with all actors 
relating to the status of landmines and demolition of UXOs and how this affects returning refugees and IDPs. 
The high-priority areas for returns identified by UNHCR in South Sudan in collaboration with DDG’s offices in 
the countries of asylum are the following: 
 

• Ethiopia/Pagak: Pagak, Maiwut; Maban; 
• Kenya, Kakuma/Kapoeta: Kapoeta, Torit, Lopa, etc; 
• Uganda/Nimule: Magwi County; 
• Uganda/Kajo Keji: Kajo Keji, Yei, etc;  
• CAR/Juba: UNHCR return operation completed. 

 
To date, DDG has undertaken landmine assessment surveys, conducted mine risk awareness education and 
demolished UXOs in the above-mentioned areas of operation. The programme has benefited an estimated 
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270,413 Sudanese persons of concern to UNHCR comprising of 21,532 returnees, 19,747 IDPs and 229,134 
members of the host communities. In addition, DDG has conducted interactive mine risk awareness 
education and discussions with 8,785 persons (4,357 male and 4,328 female) of concern to UNHCR. An 
estimated 20,000 persons have also indirectly benefited from the project. 
 
Village assessments 
From March to June, 78 villages at the boma level have been assessed in five payams of Yei County and five 
payam profiles have been prepared. Similarly, 23 villages in three payams in Morobo County have also been 
assessed. These reports reflect current living conditions, including security, food, water, health, education, 
housing and commercial activities in potential return villages. This information will be shared with refugees in 
countries of asylum to help them make informed decisions on return.  
 
As of June, a total of 378 village assessments in both South Sudan and Blue Nile have been completed and 
information on basic services has been used to inform and guide UNHCR’s community-based reintegration 
interventions. Village assessments have also been shared with countries of asylum on a regular basis. 
 
Organized return of IDPs to Western Equatoria  
On 22 June, IOM together with UNMIS RRR repatriated 128 IDPs from Khartoum to Western Equatoria, 
including qualified personnel (teachers, nurses, etc.) along with their families. The IDPs were accommodated 
at the UNHCR way station in Yambio. The next movement is scheduled for 10 July. 
 
The Yambio Commissioner organized a meeting to discuss support to the IDP return. Present at the meeting 
were also the South Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC) County Secretary, WFP, FAO, 
UNICEF and GTZ. Each agency explained what kind of support they will provide to the IDP return operation. 
UNHCR informed that food and non-food items are already pre-positioned in Tambura and Yambio and that 
the way stations can be used to accommodate the IDPs upon arrival. However, with the closure of the CAR 
and DRC operations, UNHCR is shifting its resources to Eastern Equatoria to support return from Uganda.  
     
Protection and livelihoods for IDPs in Khartoum 
On 18-19 June, UNHCR sponsored and facilitated a "Consultation on Protection and Livelihoods - Exploring 
Linkages in the Khartoum IDP Setting,” gathering some 80 participants. The audience included different 
humanitarian and recovery-oriented agencies (UNHCR, UNMIS, UNIDO, FAO, ILO); governmental 
institutions, including financial and banking institutions; NGOs active in the livelihood sector; and donor and 
private sector representatives. The objectives of the consultation were to enhance the understanding of the 
links between the currently observed lack of livelihood opportunities and the protection of IDPs; facilitate the 
dialogue on livelihood strategies between different actors, including the private sector; and support the 
expansion of livelihood initiatives, both tailored at improving the opportunity for the reintegration of returning 
IDPs and increasing the self-reliance of those who may opt to locally integrate.  
 
The consultations showed the link between protection and livelihood and the forum supported the idea that if 
livelihood and self-reliance opportunities are enhanced, some of the currently observed protection problems 
in the IDP camps and settings in the Khartoum area could be minimized. The initiative was also helpful in 
underlining with the local authorities the importance of supporting the field presence of NGOs and other civil 
society organisations and their dialogue with the populations in order to better understand the needs and 
challenges faced by IDPs and to better design livelihood interventions. 
 
Protection monitoring of Ambororo IDP returnees in Blue Nile  
On 6 and 7 June, UNHCR and WFP conducted a verification mission to Goni, a village around 15 kilometres 
north of Damazin, where the Ambororo people that IOM returned from Juba to Blue Nile in March have 
settled. The objective was to verify the actual numbers of the Ambororo population before providing them 
with the second phase of food distribution and to assess the current living conditions as well as the 
availability of basic services. Twenty-seven households, comprising 239 individuals, were verified. WFP will 
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provide food assistance at 100 percent ration during the month of June and will be followed on a monthly 
basis until September. There is an urgent need for agricultural support, which FAO is requested to provide. 
 
World Refugee Day 

 
Together with partners, refugees and returnees, 
UNHCR staff throughout South Sudan 
organized events and activities to mark World 
Refugee Day on 20 June. Through the 
ninemillion.org campaign – a UNHCR led-
campaign to raise awareness and funds for 
education and sport programmes for refugee 
youth – UNHCR in Khartoum distributed 
footballs and volleyballs, donated by Nike and 
Mikasa respectively, to support field offices in 
celebrating World Refugee Day. Thus, football 
and volleyball matches featured prominently 
among the events organized for the day. Other 
activities included speeches, poems, drama, 
songs, dances, photo exhibitions, displays of 
handicrafts and distribution of World Refugee 
Day T-shirts. 
 
In Blue Nile, UNHCR organized events in five 
schools in Damazin and Rosaries Locality. 
Together with the headmasters, a programme 
was developed to raise the awareness of 
students on peaceful coexistence in Sudan’s 
multicultural environment. The students 
prepared poems, songs and dramas focusing 
on cultural diversity and local customs. In every 
school, Sudanese tribal dances were performed 
in the traditional clothes of the different regions. 
A representative of HAC/SRRC gave a speech 
and UNHCR explained to the audience the 
meaning of World Refugee Day. The speech of 
the High Commissioner was delivered in Arabic 
and footballs and volleyballs were given out in 
each school. Around 3,000 students and 
teachers participated in World Refugee Day.  
 
Photo 1: “Sudan, our country” - group from 
Sunday school in Kapoeta. UNHCR/B. Helleland 
Photo 2: Nike ball distribution in Blue Nile. 
UNHCR/I. Zorn 
Photo 3: The handover of a UNHCR/WVI-
rehabilitated primary school in Yambio. 
UNHCR/D. Drapeau 
 

 
Update on funding situation as at 18 June 2007 
2007 Requirements for South Sudan/Blue Nile/IDPs Khartoum/countries of asylum: US$ 56,137,725 
2007 Contributions: US$ 32,150,816 
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EEEAAASSSTTTEEERRRNNN   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
According to the peace agreement signed between the Government of Sudan and the Eastern Front in 
October 2006, the military and other branches of the Eastern Front would return to stay in Sudan to be 
integrated into the military, police and other branches of Government. The first stage of this agreement 
entered into force when the Eastern Front Party safely entered Kassala town from Eritrea and was warmly 
welcomed by the Wali and his cabinet.  
 
New arrivals 
During the reporting period, the reception centre in Wad Sharife, Kassala State, continued to receive asylum 
seekers from Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia. The breakdown is as follows: 

 
The number of asylum seekers awaiting refugee status determination (RSD) interview in the reception centre 
in Wad Sharife has increased and is close to 400, which is far beyond the capacity of the centre. The backlog 
started to increase when many staff from the Commissioner for Refugees (COR) stopped reporting to work at 
the beginning of May due to the issue of termination benefits and restructuring of COR. Only two-three RSD 
adjudicators have been working in the centre from that time until last week when the number of adjudicators 
returned to five.  
 
Transportation of asylum seekers  
UNHCR is continuing the facilitation of the transportation of asylum seekers by commercial bus from 
Shagarab and Girba to Wad Sherife. Normally, COR would be responsible for this process, but they have not 
done so since discussions on restructuring of COR began. In the reporting period, UNHCR transported 250 
asylum seekers (167 Eritreans, 78 Somalis and five Ethiopians) from Shagarab and Girba to Wad Sherife for 
RSD screening. These asylum seekers entered Sudan through Gergef, Hamdayit and Galabat. This entry 
point seems to be the main entry point in recent days as opposed to the traditional one through Wad Sherife.  
 
Detention 
Four Cameroonian asylum seekers who arrived in Sudan a month ago were taken into custody by security 
officials in Kassala while awaiting their RSD interviews in Wad Sherife. They were referred to court for trial on 
charges of illegally entering Sudan. Following UNHCR’s intervention on 21 June, the court decided to release 
the Cameroonians and hand them over to COR for RSD adjudication.   

 
Deportation 
Two Eritrean families (eight persons) seeking asylum in Sudan were deported on 16 June following the 
court’s decision. UNHCR’s efforts to allow the families access to RSD adjudication were unsuccessful. 

 
Resettlement 
The resettlement consultant carried out four re-interviews of previously denied pre-91 Ethiopian cases (one in 
Umgulja closed camp and three in Um Gargur). Two of the cases have credibility issues, while the other two 
do not seem to have clear resettlement needs.  

Country 
of 

origin Registered UAM Recognised Rejected 

Accepted 
on 

appeal 

Rejected 
on 

appeal 
Otherwise 

closed 
Eritrea 242 4 99 0 0 0 0 
Ethiopia 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Somalia 75 4 33 0 0 0 0 
Others 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 8 133 0 0 0 0 
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UNHCR carried out half-day trainings on resettlement and anti-fraud for field and protection staff. The 
resettlement training focused on strategies for identifying resettlement cases and general details of 
resettlement criteria. The anti-fraud training focused on the different types of resettlement fraud and how to 
identify them.  
 
Targeted food distribution 
UNHCR and WFP held meetings on 19 and 21 June to discuss the selection of vulnerability criteria for 
targeted food distribution in the 12 refugee camps. The following criteria were determined: 

 
• Households without a male bread-winner of 25 to 55 years of age; 
• Single parent households; 
• Households with a chronically ill or disabled member; 
• Households with three or more children of 0-5 years of age; 
• Households with two active members of 18 to 59 years of age and five or more dependants under 

18 and over 59 years of age. 
 

A second round of information campaigns in the camps will start soon to be followed by the exchange of 
ration cards and subsequent food distribution.  

 
The following is a table of the estimated figures by camp: 

 
Note: 

• Beneficiary figures in Um Gargur, Fau 5, Kilo 7, Awad Al Seed and Fat al Rahman are 
extrapolations based on figures from the database. 

• The above figures will be updated after all data on newborns/deaths is entered in the revalidation 
database and after application of the vulnerability criteria in the database.  

 
World Refugee Day 
Celebrations to mark World Refugee Day in Eastern Sudan were launched with presentations by the Head of 
Sub-Office Showak at Gedaref University on 14 June and Kassala University on 17 June. The culmination of 
World Refugee Day activities took place on 20 June in Kilo 26 refugee camp with the refugees from that 
camp as well as refugees from other camps. The day’s activities included sports (volleyball for girls and 
football for boys), exhibitions of handicrafts by refugee women along with drawings by refugee students and 
singing and dancing by refugee groups. World Refugee Day activities were planned and prepared together 
with COR, Human Appeal International (HAI), Sudanese Red Crescent (SRC) and Forest National 

Camp name Total updated population Targeted beneficiaries 
Wad Sherife 29,448 9,682 
Wad Sherife new arrivals 400 400 
Kilo 26 8,868 3,144 
Kilo 26 new arrivals 1,500 1,500 
Shagarab 1 12,453 5,373 
Shagarab 2 7,781 3,044 
Shagarab 3 8,446 3,812 
Girba 7,599 2,402 
Abuda 3,238 1,045 
Um Gargur 9,000 3,296 
Fau 5 824 302 
Kilo 7 649 238 
Awad Al Seed 580 212 
Fat al Rahman 438 160 
Total 91,224 34,610 
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Corporation (FNC). The celebration was attended by government representatives of Kassala and Gedaref 
States as well as representatives from different UN agencies and NGOs.  
 
In all the camps, the day’s celebrations consisted of sports, drama, singing, speeches and clean-up activities. 
Tree-planting was carried out in most camps – a total of 90 trees were planted. School bags containing note 
books, pens, rulers and scissors were distributed to the neediest students in all the camps. World Refugee 
Day T-shirts were also distributed as prizes in competitions and to those participating in the different 
committees and activities (such as the camp clean-ups).  

 
   
Update on funding situation as at 18 June 2007 
2007 Requirements for East Sudan/Khartoum: US$ 13,676,273 
2007 Contributions: US$ 5,638,772 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR   
 
Security 
The general security situation in West Darfur continues to be unstable. During the month of June, vehicle 
hijackings and temporary abductions of UN and INGO staff were reported.  
 
Mornei remains tense as rumors about hijackers being present in the town are ongoing since May. WFP and 
UNHCR movement in and around town have been restricted. Um Shalaya refugee camp itself has seen an 
increase in low level security incidents that presents a worrying trend. 
 
Meanwhile, on 12 June, the Sudanese Government announced its acceptance of the proposal for a hybrid 
AU-UN peacekeeping operation to be deployed in Darfur after agreement was reached during talks in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, on the mandate, structure, components and tasks of the force. 
 
Mission to profile Chadian/Sudanese nomad arrivals in Fufo 
As part of the Darfur-wide assessment of Arab nomad arrivals, UNHCR traveled to Fufo, 16 kilometres south 
of Mornei along the road to Habila, on 19 June. In May, the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) had 
informed UNHCR of the presence of large numbers of newly arrived nomads in the area. In the first meeting 
with HAC, they reported about 175 households, whereas the second time UNHCR met with HAC on this 
issue, the figure had risen to 380 households. On 19 June, UNHCR identified six nomad settlements, four of 
which have been settled by nomads from Chad/Sudanese returnees from Chad, and the other two by 
Sudanese nomads from Habila. Altogether, the four settlements where potential refugees/returnees reside 
have approximately 100 households, but it is quite likely that there are more settlements in the same area, 
which UNHCR did not find time to cover that day.  
 
Many of the nomads quoted concrete attacks on their settlements in Chad as the direct event that had 
caused them to flee, or insecurity and conflict more generally. Most of them reported first to have fled to 
Gobe near Habila, but subsequently they had decided to look for another area to cultivate because of lack of 
available land in the Habila area. The nomads all have plans to stay in Fufo during the rainy season to 
cultivate. Many have obtained permission from the local Fursha to cultivate the land for one year. The 
humanitarian situation among the nomads appears quite good, as they generally have been able to bring 
their belongings with them, but their only access to water is from the wadi and the children lack vaccinations.   
 
UNHCR is also aware of the reported presence of a large group of Arab nomads potentially originating from 
Niger in the area between Fofu and Tulus. However, UNHCR’s offices in Mornei and Habila did not have the 
capacity to look further into this issue during the reporting period.  
 
Non-food item distribution to newly displaced 
On 21 June, UNHCR distributed non-food items to 172 families from Mesmenge village, around 10 
kilometres north of Habila. All inhabitants of the village had fled to Habila a week earlier due to perceived 
threats by a group of Arab nomads, after an Arab boy, 12 years of age, was found dead near Mesmenge 
village. The Sheikhs of Mesmenge requested UNHCR’s immediate assistance and asked especially for 
plastic sheets needed to prepare shelters against the rains. UNHCR distributed plastic sheets and jerry cans 
as well as women’s cloth from Save the Children’s stocks.  
 
Relocation of Chadian refugees from the border area  
On 16 June, UNHCR organized the transfer of 301 Chadian refugees from Arara to the Um Shalaya refugee 
camp, thereby completing the move of this border caseload which had started in March. The refugees that 
were transferred with this fourth convoy were individuals who, for one reason or another, had opted not to 
move to Um Shalaya in March and who remained in a precarious condition at the Chadian border. When 
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these individuals subsequently started indicating a wish to be transferred to Um Shalaya, UNHCR decided to 
organize a convoy for them, with the assistance of partners.  
 
Armed escort was provided by the Habila police and National Security. Medical screening and medical escort 
were offered by Save the Children-US (SC-US). A medical clinic during the overnight stay in Habila was 
provided by MSF-Swiss. The headmaster of an IDP school agreed to let UNHCR use the school as the 
overnight site for the refugees and their donkeys. Intersos staff supported UNHCR with registration and 
monitoring work. Colleagues from the NGO FAR, with a presence in Arara, helped to organize the loading of 
luggage and coordinated with the truck drivers in Arara. WFP made arrangements for a cooked meal. 
 
The movement was completed successfully, although some sections of the road were difficult to pass for the 
trucks because of heavy rains the previous evening. The arrival scene at the refugee camp was tearful but 
happy. Many families were reunited; many villagers found their former neighbours.  
 

 
UNHCR staff help refugees get on the truck for transfer to Um Shalaya refugee camp. UNHCR/F. Yahia 

 
UNHCR proceeded to register the arrivals on 17 and 21 June. In these two days altogether 388 individuals 
were registered, including 74 individuals who had arrived prior to the convoy from Arara but who had not 
been registered because of UNHCR’s long absence from the Um Shalaya camp (prior to 16 June, UNHCR 
had not visited Um Shalaya since the security incident on 30 April). The total number of refugees in the Um 
Shalaya camp on 21 June was 5,678. UNHCR's implementing partner Concern provided each refugee family 
with a shelter kit and non-food items.  
 
First Protection Working Group meeting in Mornei in 2007 
Following up on requests from some NGOs in Mornei, on 18 June UNHCR organized the first Protection 
Working Group meeting in 2007. The meeting intended to revive the Mornei Protection Meeting, which 
appears to have been organized on some occasions in 2005/2006, then hosted by HelpAge International. 
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WFP and the three remaining NGOs in Mornei, i.e. Concern, SC-US and HelpAge International, as well as 
AMIS CivPol, were all present in the meeting, which was devoted to establishing the terms of reference of the 
Mornei Protection Working Group. All the participants agreed that there is a need to establish a working 
group to discuss protection issues in Mornei, which could serve as a forum where NGOs get together prior to 
the monthly camp coordination meeting in Mornei, as well as on a more ad hoc basis.  
 
In a meeting on 20 June, HAC endorsed the idea of convening a Mornei Protection Working Group and 
agreed that permanent government participation in the group is not necessary, as long as UNHCR will meet 
with HAC at the end of each month to present the outcomes of the discussions.     
 
Shelter project for extremely vulnerable persons 
Prior to UNHCR’s efforts to co-ordinate the identification and assistance to extremely vulnerable individuals 
in Habila, several NGOs and community groups were separately involved with the assistance needs of 
extremely vulnerable persons. Some months ago, UNHCR started to coordinate these efforts by setting up a 
working group as well as a database of extremely vulnerable persons.  
 
As a result of these efforts, 80 families with urgent shelter needs have been identified. UNHCR in 
collaboration with the Youth Union (and the Intersos-supported youth centre) and the Women’s Union of 
Habila has drawn up a staged plan to help these families. While UNHCR provides the means to purchase the 
shelter material (US$ 90 per shelter), representatives of the Youth and Women’s Union coordinate the 
volunteers who are constructing the shelters. The overall project will be implemented in four stages. It is 
expected that by the end of June, 20 tukuls will be completed.  
 
World Refugee Day 
In West Darfur, World Refugee Day – whose meaning was broadened to include the plight of IDPs – was 
celebrated with refugees, IDPs and local communities in Mukjar and Habila. UNHCR in Khartoum had 
dispatched Nike balls through the ninemillion.org campaign. The activities of the day thus included mostly 
sports programmes for the youth as well as drama and speeches.  
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 18 June 2007 
2007 Requirements for Darfur: US$ 19,739,131 
2007 Contributions: US$ 8,690,651 


