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Follow up: Increasing flow of IDPs in Cauca 
Department 
On 12 December, for the third time in the last month, 
people form the rural areas of Argelia Municipality, 
displaced towards the urban area.  
 
According to the Early Warning System of the Ombudsman’s 
Office, an overall deterioration in the security situation related to 
the presence of an illegal armed group is triggering the 
displacements. So far, 332 persons (101 families) have arrived in 
the urban area from the towns (corregimientos) of Bolivia, Betania 
and Florida. IDPs (99 men, 91 women, 62 boys and 80 girls) are 
staying in a temporary shelter installed by the municipality and 
with their relatives. On 21 December the Early Warning System 
informed OCHA that an undetermined number of people form 
Argelia displaced during the weekend to the nearby municipality 
of Policarpa (Nariño Department). In Argelia, the Local Committee 
for IDPs assistance activated the contingency plan to respond to 
the emergency and is providing humanitarian assistance with the 
support of ICRC. As for the IDPs that arrived in Policarpa 
(Nariño), no humanitarian assistance has been provided so far. 
The situation in the area is of concern.  
 

Follow-up: Displacement in Buenaventura 
The situation for the communities along the 
Cajambre River continues to aggravate 
 
Following the verification of the security situation along the 
Anchicayá River by the Navy (first week of December), the 
communities of San Jose village will return to their homes in the 
coming days. On the contrary, the situation of IDPs from the 
villages along the Cajambre, where combats continue, is critical. 
As of 15 December, nearly 500 persons (76 of which displaced in 23 
November) remain in the urban area of the Municipality. 
According to the Local Committee for IDPs assistance, the process 
of IDPs registration by Acción Social and consequently the 
delivery of humanitarian assistance are currently delayed. Also, 
the Municipality has not been able to respond rapidly to the 
emergency due to administrative constraints. Since 10 November, 
rural communities of Buenaventura (Valle del Cauca) have been 
displacing towards the urban area fleeing from armed 
confrontations and pressures by illegal armed groups1. 

                                                 
1 For more information please see situation reports at www.colombiassh.org 
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Emergency Response Fund project for $214,000 
approved for the Pacific Coast 
The project will address the needs of people affected 
by floods in the municipality of Guapi in Cauca 
department 
 
The French Red Cross, in coordination with the Colombian Red 
Cross, the Health Secretariat of Cauca Department and the local 
hospital of Guapi will implement a health and WatSan Project for 
254 families form the rural area of the municipality, affected by 
floods on 6 November (see situation reports at 
www.colombiassh.org). The Project will begin on 18 January 2010 for 
a period of six months. The Emergency Response Fund, which 
counts with important contributions from Norway, Spain and 
Switzerland, was officially launched on 18 November and is open 
to the overall humanitarian community in Colombia. The ERF is 
manager by OCHA under the leadership of the Humanitarian 
Coordinator and the United Nations Emergency Technical Team 
(UNETT) will act as a technical board. For more information, visit 
ERF page at http://www.colombiassh.org/site/spip.php?article488 
 
International Earthquake Simulation awarded 
by the district authorities 
 
On 17 December, the fire fighters of Bogotá were awarded as the 
best-managed entity by the National Administrative Department 
of Civil Service (DAFP in Spanish) for their role in the 
coordination of the simulation. According to DAFP, the 
simulation is one of the most successful experiences on 
prevention and preparedness vis-à-vis a large scale emergency in 
Bogotá.  The simulation, held between 5 – 11 October, counted 
with the full support of the United Nations led by the 
Humanitarian Coordinator. 
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Governor of Caquetá department killed by the FARC 
 
Mr. Luis Francisco Cuellar was kidnapped on 21 December and killed the day after. No 
information regarding the motives of the abduction is still available. At the time of the Governor’s 
kidnapping, President Alvaro Uribe had ordered the military to find and rescue Cuellar Carvajal 
and all other hostages from the FARC. Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, OAS, the 
European Union, the Government of France and the United Nations publicly condemned the 
killing.  
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
 
*   All data herewith presented was processed by OCHA from official and secondary sources. 
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