
News Bulletin 3 | Rapid Emergency Assessment & Coordination Team | Tajikistan 

 

REACT
 

Rapid Emergency Assessment & Coordination Team | Tajikistan | www.untj.org  1

News Bulletin 
26 August - 9 September 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current issues 

Sarez Lake: risks and economic prospects 

An international technical conference about Sarez 
Lake was held from 2 to 4 September in Nurek, the 
location of the highest artificial dam in the world, 
100 km away from Dushanbe. Meeting participants 
discussed the current situation, safety concerns, 
and prospects of rational use of the water resources 
of the lake situated in Gorno-Badakhshan 
Administrative Oblast in the east of Tajikistan. Sarez 
lake was formed in 1911 by a landslide that blocked 
the Murgab River in the aftermath of an earthquake. 
The natural dam created an 80 km2 surface, 500 m 
deep lake at an altitude of 3,200 m above sea level. 

Mr. Murodali Alimardon, the Deputy Prime Minister, 
who opened the conference, exhorted international 
scientists and partners to conduct further 
hydrological, geological and seismic research on the 
lake and to reach a scientific and technical 
consensus on the safety and the economic 
opportunities of Sarez. There is potential for the 
clean fresh water mass to be exploited for drinking 
water and for the generation of hydro-electric power.  

The conference resulted in a set of 
recommendations on the conduct of further scientific 
research and feasibility studies on investment 
opportunities, and on actions that will protect the 
population downstream from the lake, both in 
Tajikistan and in the neighboring countries of 
Afghanistan and Uzbekistan. 

The meeting was organized by the Committee of 
Emergency Situations and Civil Defense (CoES), 
with the support of the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO).  

 

________________________________________ 

Response activities 

First ever diving course for CoES staff  

Fifteen selected staff members of CoES from all 
regions of Tajikistan attended the first ever Search 
and Rescue diving course organized in the country. 
The course was led by Mr. Oleg Pilkevich, Director 
of the CoES training center in Dushanbe and a 
resource person from the Ministry of Emergency 
Situations of the Russian Federation, and supported 
by the Head of the CoES, Mr. Haibullo Latipov. 

From 28 July to 26 August, the apprentice divers 
were taught the basics of underwater Search and 
Rescue operations in Kayrakkum Lake, a reservoir 
close to Khujand in the north of the country. 
Operating in Tajikistan requires diving in challenging 
conditions: high altitude, very cold water and strong 
currents. After the first course in a series of 
trainings, the trainees can dive in canals, rivers and 
lakes. They will be provided with specialized 
equipment for continued practice in the coming 
months. 

 

Mr. Pilkevich helps trainee put on diving gear | CoES 

All participants graduated from the course, which 
was up to international standards, and received a 
certificate. Once fully trained, they will be able to 
rescue people from drowning, recover bodies, and 
work on industrial objects such as hydro-electric 
power plants. 

The diving course is part of a project supported by 
the UNDP Disaster Risk Management Programme, 
which aims at improving national disaster response 
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capacity. Developing search and rescue capacity is 
one of the project components. Mission East and 
the Agency for Technical Cooperation and 
Development (ACTED) also supported the training 
by respectively providing diving suits and 
accommodation for the trainees. 

For more information: mukhtor.hasanov@undp.org 

 

________________________________________ 

Coordination 

Kulyab REACT uniting emergency actors 

On 1 September, a mission from the REACT 
Secretariat in Dushanbe met with the local REACT 
group in Kulyab, Khatlon province in the south of 
Tajikistan. The mission was led by Mr. Charles 
Kelly, a UNDP consultant charged with 
strengthening emergency coordination mechanisms. 
Members of the Kulyab REACT presented their 
work, resources and needs.  

Monthly meetings in Kulyab gather about 15 
representatives from State structures, NGOs and 
UN agencies. Secretariat support is provided by 
Oxfam. The group conducts assessments and 
coordinates the response to emergencies in the 
eastern part of Khatlon province. For example, the 
structure coordinated interventions when Kulyab 
was hit by a water crisis between February and May 
of this year, leaving large parts of the town without 
drinking water. Local authorities and international 
partners worked together to establish temporary 
water provision. 

Local entities of the REACT Tajikistan disaster 
management partnership are active in five regions 
of the country: Kulyab and Kurgan-Tube in Khatlon 
province, Khujand and the Zeravshand valley in 
Sughd province, and the Rasht valley in the Directly 
Ruled District. An additional group is being created 
in Gorno-Badakhshan. These coordination groups 
are the first to be on the site in case of disaster. 
They coordinate assessments and response actions 
in their regions despite often challenging working 
environments. Visits to other local REACTs will take 
place in the following weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

Just over $ 1 million for REACT appeal  

The REACT Early Recovery Appeal, launched on 
12 August, received just over $ 1 million in funding 
so far. This amounts to 14% of the $ 7.7 million 
needed to help people recover from floods and 
mudflows triggered by heavy rains in April and May, 
and to rebuild disaster-resilient communities. The 
health sector, requiring $ 1.5 million, received no 
money until now, while the education sector only got 
5% of the required funding. Just over 10% of the 
shelter needs are covered, while 53% of the water, 
sanitation and hygiene sector plan is funded. Only 
four out of the 18 projects received partial or full 
financial support. 

Details on the funding per project and the donors 
supporting the appeal can be downloaded from 
www.untj.org/?c=7&id=292. 
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