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Colombia 
Possible eruption in the coming days or weeks for Volcán Nevado del Huila 
Changes in volcanic activity levels for Volcán Galeras and Cerro Machín.   
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General situation 
 
According to information reported by 
INGEOMINAS the following volcanoes are active 
in Colombia as of 7 November 2008: 
 

Activity level Active 
volcano 

Color Number 
Activity status 

Cerro Bravo  IV Active volcano with 
stable behavior 

Nevado del 
Ruiz  IV Active volcano with 

stable behavior 

Nevado de 
Santa Isabel   IV Active volcano with 

stable behavior 

Tolima   IV Active volcano with 
stable behavior 

Cerro 
Machín   III Changes in volcanic 

activity level 

Nevado del 
Huila  II 

Eruption probable in 
matter of days or 
weeks 

Puracé  IV Active volcano with 
stable behavior 

Sotará  IV Active volcano with 
stable behavior 

Galeras  III Changes in volcanic 
activity level 

Last change in level: Friday, 7 November 2008 - 12:30 
p.m. 

 
 
To date, Volcán Nevado del Huila is in phase II: 
eruption probable in matter of days or weeks, while 
Volcán Galeras and Cerro Machín are in phase III: 
Changes in volcanic activity level. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLCÁN NEVADO DEL HUILA 

 
 
On November 7th, the Vulcanological and 
Seismological Observatory of Popayán reported the 
change of the volcano to Orange Level (II). The 
orange level implies: Possible eruption in matter of 
days or weeks, due to a major increase in seismic 
activity, a significant increase in movement of 
magma to the surface has led to constant emission 
of gas and ash.   
 
INGEOMINAS reported that on November 11th, 
“the process continued, with energy levels 
increasing”.  They recommended that attention be 
paid to reports on any changes.1 
 
Impact 
Population in the high risk areas are in Páez-
Belalcázar and Inzá municipalities in Cauca 
department and La Plata, Nátaga, Paicol and Tesalia 
municipalities in Huila department.   
 
Around 10,000 live in this area, mostly in the 
indigenous reservations of Toes and Wila, of the 
Páez people.  According to INGEOMINAS the 
main threat is the potential emission of mud flows 
down the Páez and Simbola rivers, the origins of 
which are in the volcano and which flow into the 
Magdalena river. 
                                                 
1 Reporte extraordinario de actividad volcán Nevado del Huila . 

INGEOMINAS November 9th 2008. 

Reporte de nivle de actividad volcán nevado del Huila INGEOMINAS 

November 11th 2008 
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Preparedness 
According to the General Directorate of Disasters 
Prevention and Attention (DGPAD) and the 
Colombian Red Cross reports, issued on November 
11th, 2008, there is a good level of preparedness to 
attend a possible emergency, with emergency and 
contingency plans in place.  
 
VOLCÁN CERRO MACHÍN 

 
INGEOMINAS: Evaluation of potential risk of Volcán Cerro Machín. 
 
The table below shows factors of risk versus areas.  
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Cajamarca   Tolima 
Anaime   Tolima 
Coello San Juan Tolima 
Ibagué Toche Tolima 

Pyroclastic 
flows 
 2.000 Km2 
  
  
  Ibagué Tapias Tolima 

Saldaña   Tolima 
Guamo   Tolima 
Espinal   Tolima 
Flandes   Tolima 
Girardot   Tolima 
Coello San Juan Tolima 
  Nariño   
Chicoral   Tolima 
Gualanday   Tolima 
Valle de San 
Juan   Tolima 

Mud flows 
1.000 Km2 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  Payandé    Tolima 

Cajamarca   Tolima 
Anaime   Tolima 
Cajamarca Toche Tolima 
Calarcá   Quindío 
Armenia   Quindío 
Salento   Quindío 
Circasia   Quindío 
Filandia   Quindío 
Quimbaya   Quindío 
Montenegro   Quindío 

Alcalá   Valle del 
Cauca 

La Tebaida   Quindío 
Calarcá Barcelona Quindío 
Córdoba   Quindío 
Pijao   Quindío 

Pyroclastic 
fallout 
240 KM2 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  Buenavista.   Quindío 

INGEOMINAS: Evaluación de la amenaza potencial del Volcán Cerro 
Machín 
  
Situation 
INGEOMINAS has maintained a yellow alert since 
November 10th, following a seismic tremor early in 
the morning of November 9th..  On November 11th 
the situation was normal, with no imminent eruption 
detected. 
 
Sources from regional emergency response 
committees indicated that several seismic events led 
to damage to homes in rural areas of Cajamarca. 
 
At the same time, several landslides were registered 
on the Ibagué – Cajamarca highway, which blocked 
hundreds of vehicles. 
 
Impact 
With the seismic events of November 9th, El Guaico 
vereda in Ibagué municipality reported a loss of 
electric power; in Tapias and de Toche 
corregimientos there were several buildings 
damaged.  The media reported that in de Toche 
corregimiento (two hours from Cajamarca), most of 
the 184 homes in the area were damaged by seismic 
events, which led to the displacement of nearly 700 
rural residents living in the proximity of the 
volcano’s peak. These families are located in 
shelters located in Ibagué and Cajamarca. 
 
Access roads to Toche corregimiento and its 
environs were blocked by landslides caused by the 
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seismic events and soil saturation due to the rainy 
season. 
 
The affected zone is near La Línea, a major 
roadway connecting northern and southern 
Colombia to the Pacific Ocean, where one of the 
country’s main ports is located. 
 
Preparedness 
Since 1988, INGEOMINAS has monitored the 
volcano’s activity.  Over the past 4 years, there has 
been an awareness-raising campaign with local 
communities around Volcán Cerro Machín as well 
as with Tolima’s Regional Disaster Prevention and 
Assistance Committee, where the Volcanic Threat 
Map and an information poster were presented. 
 
Response 
The affected population is being attended to by 
SNPAD, CREPAD and CLOPAD.  The 
Government of Colombia is supporting the 
reconstruction and repair of houses and access 
roads.  The GOC reported that in a few days a 
return will be possible. 
 
VOLCÁN GALERAS 

 
INGEOMINAS, 7 November 2008 – Release of water vapor and other 

volcanic gases 06:39 local time. 
 
The most recent eruption of Galeras volcano 
occurred January 17th, 2008, following which the 
Observatory of Volcanology and Seismology of 
Pasto reported a reduction in seismic activity.  On 

January 21st, the volcano passed to Level III.2   In 
the past Weekly Report of the Observatory of 
Volcanology and Seismology of Pasto3, it was 
reported that “according to the general evaluation, 
magma has surfaced during a process of 
degasification of fluctuating SO2 content with a 
relatively open conduit system, allowing for a free 
exit of gases, an ascent of magma and the expulsion 
of magma seen at the summit.” 
 
Impact 
In April 2006, the number of persons located within 
the high risk area, according to the map by 
INGEOMINAS, increased to 8,170 people4, from 
the municipalities of Pasto, Nariño and La Florida, 
Nariño department. 
 
Preparedness 
Contingency plans and emergency shelters (12) for 
approximately 7,935 people are ready in Pasto, 
Nariño and La Florida municipalities. 
 
Local Disasters Prevention and Attention 
(CREPAD) are activated and monitoring the 
situation.  
 
International Response 
The UNS and International NGOs are on alert to 
provide support to the Directorate of Disasters 
Prevention and Attention (DGPAD), should an 
emergency occur.  
 
The RC/HC supported by the United Nation 
Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) is ready to 
activate the interagency contingency plans, if 
required.  
 
At the local level, UNS agencies and NGOs monitor 
the development of events on the ground to provide 
further information. 

                                                 
2 INGEOMINAS. Monthly reports on Galeras volcano.. 

3 INGEOMINAS, PRESS COMMUNIQUÉ - SEE: REPORTE DE 

ACTIVIDAD DEL VOLCÁN GALERAS, 11 November 2008 (6:05 p.m.).  

4 Subsidies provided by CRC in April 2006 during Level II: Eruption 

probable in matter of weeks or months.
 


