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Regional Overview 
 

Rainfall Performance 

 
In the last 8 days of February, heavy rains continued in the western parts of the region, covering southern 

parts of Angola and the north-western parts of Namibia. These rains have worsened the flooding situation in 

the Cuvelai basin, a basin shared between Angola and Namibia in the central parts of the Angola-Namibia 

border area. Reports from Namibia and Angola indicated that flooding in the Cuvelai basin had reached 

disaster levels. Thousands have been displaced on the 

Angolan side of the Cuvelai basin. 

Meanwhile, the central parts of the SADC region 

continued to experience some unseasonable dryness 

until the end of February (Figure 3). These areas include 

Zimbabwe, central and southern Mozambique, southern 

Malawi and eastern Botswana and southern Zambia. 

Light to moderate showers were received in the southern 

parts of the region, covering South Africa, Lesotho and 

Swaziland. Moderate to heavy rains were received in the 

northern parts of Madagascar while the southern parts of 

the country were dry. 

In the first ten days of March, light to moderate rains 

were received in most parts of the SADC region with the 

exception of the southern parts where it was largely dry. 

Heavy rains were received in north-eastern Namibia, 

south-eastern Angola, western Zambia, northern 

Mozambique and parts of central Madagascar. 

Showers received in the eastern parts of Zimbabwe and 

central parts of Mozambique brought some relief to these areas following several weeks of dryness. 

However, parts of central Mozambique and central/northern Zimbabwe continued to be largely dry. 

Agromet Update 
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Country Summaries 
 
Angola 

The central and south-western parts of the country received moderate to heavy rains in the third dekad of 

February, with lighter rains elsewhere in the country. In the first ten days of March, the eastern parts of 

the country received moderate to high rainfall amounts, with heavier rains in the south-eastern parts.  

The above average rains received in the central and southern parts of the country in February has led to 

high river levels, opening of flood gates in the main reservoirs, and flooding in the southern parts of the 

country, leading to the displacement of thousands of people. This situation is likely to have a negative 

impact on crop production in the affected areas, particularly in the Cuvelai Basin. 

Botswana 

Light to moderate rainfall amounts were received in the central and southern parts of the country in the 

third dekad of February. The first ten days of March saw some moderate to heavy rains in the northern 

parts of the country. However, water-balance models indicate that crop yields may be compromised by 

the extended dryness experienced in the eastern parts of the country in February. Pasture conditions were 

reportedly good and above average in most parts of the country.  
Lesotho 

Light to moderate rains were received in most parts of the country in the third dekad of February, except 

Mafeteng in the eastern lowlands where it was dry. Large parts of the country were dry in the first ten 

days of March, with the exception of the north-east where some light rains were received. Seasonal 

rainfall so far is average to above average in most parts of the country. Reports from the country indicate 

that soil moisture was adequate and that crops were generally in good condition. Crop stages ranged 

from vegetative to flowering stages. 

Madagascar 

In the month of February, the country received below average rainfall in most parts, with the exception 

of the central areas where rainfall was average to above average. In the first ten days of March, some 

moderate to heavy rains were received in the central and southern parts of the country.  

Malawi 

The northern parts of the country received moderate to heavy rainfall amounts in the third dekad of 

February and the first ten days of March. The central and southern parts of the country experienced 

below average rainfall in the same period. Some southern parts of the country have experienced up to 40 

days of below-average rainfall. While the dry spells in parts of southern Malawi, particularly the lower 

Shire Valley, have led to crop failure in some areas, the general crop condition in the country has been 

better than last season and another bumper harvest is anticipated. Maize crop was mostly at maturity and 

drying stages. 

Namibia 

Moderate to heavy rains were received in the northern and central parts of the country. February rainfall 

was well above average in the north-western parts of the country. The heavy rains received in the 

northern parts of Namibia and southern parts of Angola caused flooding in the densely populated Cuvelai 

Basin, which extends from Angola into Namibia. Reports indicate that flood waters had damaged 

infrastructure and submerged homesteads and crop lands in northern central parts of Namibia. 

Meanwhile, February rainfall was well below normal in the northern Caprivi province and this may 

compromise crop yields. However, earlier flood waters have also affected some maize producing areas of 

the Caprivi province. Assessment carried out by the National Early Warning Unit showed that losses 

might result in a drop in harvest of 16 percent below the 10 year average, and 5 percent below last 

season’s harvest. 

South Africa 

Light to moderate rains were received in the northern and eastern parts of the country in the third dekad 

of February. Most parts of the country were dry in the first ten days of March. The maize crop was 

reportedly in good condition in the main maize cropping areas of the country and had reached the grain 

filling stage in most parts of the country. The dry conditions experienced since the beginning of March is 

not likely to have a big impact on the maize crop yields in the affected areas. 
Tanzania  
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Light to moderate rainfall was received in most parts of the unimodal rainfall areas in the third dekad of 

February and the first dekad of March. February rainfall was average to above average in these areas and 

this allowed good crop and pasture development. Seasonal rainfall outlook for the March-May period 

indicated that the southern and western parts were expected to receive normal to above normal rains 

while the central parts were expected to receive normal to below normal rainfall totals. 
Zambia 

February rainfall was well below average for the southern parts of the country but this did not have a 

significant impact on crops in the affected areas. Moderate to heavy rains were received in the country in 

the first dekad of March, particularly in the western parts, where some flash floods were experienced. 

Reports indicated that the maize crop had reached maturity stage in most parts of the country. 

Continuous rainfall presented a threat for fungal attacks on the crops.    
Zimbabwe 

In the third dekad of February, some light rains were received in the western parts of the country. The 

eastern and southern parts of the country were dry in the period under review. The continued dryness in 

the eastern parts will put further stress on crops which have suffered unseasonable dryness since mid-

January. Analysis of February rainfall shows that rainfall totals in the eastern parts of the country was 

well below average. Light to moderate showers were received in some of these areas in the first ten days 

of March. This will bring some light relief to these areas. 

 


