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NOTE: This report is based on information received from the office of the United Nations Resident 
Coordinator (UNRC) in China, UN partners, and the media.  
 
Key Summary 

• Tents are urgently needed and have been requested as a high priority by the Government 
of China.  

• Donors are encouraged to report their contributions, including in-kind contributions, to 
OCHA’s Financial Tracking System (FTS), http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/. 

 
Situation  
1. On 12 May 2008 a major earthquake measuring 7.9 on the Richter Scale struck Wenchuan 
County, Aba Prefecture some 92 km northwest of Chengdu city, the capital of Sichuan Province.  The 
earthquake took place at 14:48 Beijing time and tremors were felt as far as Wuhan, Shanghai and 
Beijing. Subsequently, a total of 149 aftershocks with a magnitude of 4 or higher were registered, 
which included 54 aftershocks with a magnitude above 5. 
 
2. According to official statistics, the confirmed number of dead is 32,173 in Sichuan Province 
alone. As of 19 May, the death toll has exceeded 34,073 with an additional 245,108 persons injured; 
14,000 estimated under rubble. The Government of China expects the death toll to surpass 50,000 and 
an estimated 5.7 million have been evacuated as of 16 May. 
 
3. According to the Ministry of Health, around 52,934 people have been hospitalized nationwide 
while 7,979 people have recovered. Around 3,304 people have died while hospitalized.  
 
Environmental Situation 
4. According to UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) in China, the two facilities 
in Shifang city continue to leak sulphuric acid and ammonia due to aftershocks. The Ministry of 
Environmental Protection (MEP) is coordinating the monitoring and control of the impact on-site 
and has reported that the water quality of nearby Shiting River is so far normal. All nuclear 
facilities in the earthquake-hit areas are reported as safe and secure.  
 
5. Landslides have been occurring due to the aftershocks, blocking roads and railway, as well as 
resulting in the formation of an estimated 18 lakes. According to the Ministry of Agriculture, 33,300 
hectares of farmland, including more than 10,000 hectares of wheat and rape, more than 20,000 
hectares of vegetables, have been damaged in the 13 worst-hit cities and counties.  
 
6. According to the Chinese State Council Earthquake Rescue and Relief Headquarters, none of 
the reservoirs in the earthquake-affected area have collapsed although many reservoirs, hydropower 
stations, dams, and water locks have been seriously damaged. The Ministry of Water Resources 
(MWR) has sent 25 task forces to the affected area to assist local water authorities in inspecting 
damages and implementing contingency measures. The Wuyi and Fengshou Reservoirs (An County); 
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the Yuanmen and Xiangjiagou Reservoirs (Jiangyou city); the Hongqi Reservoir (Dianjiang County); 
and small reservoirs, embankments and drinking water projects in Shuifu and Suijiang County have 
been damaged. 
 
Needs  
7. For the first time since 1998, the Government of China is actively welcoming assistance 
from the international community.  The Government has indicated that cash transfers and in-kind 
contributions are welcomed, as demand is far greater than supply. Large quantities of tents, blankets, 
clothes, food, bottled water, flood lights, candles, tarpaulins, and environmental detection equipment 
are urgently needed. Tents remain the highest priority need.     
 
8. There have been no major outbreaks of infectious diseases or public health emergencies in the 
earthquake-affected area. However, in some affected areas, including Qinchuan County, an increase in 
the cases of diarrhea has been reported. Medical supplies, disinfection medication, and medical 
facilities are in urgent need. A total of 58 cases of gas gangrene were reported by local health 
authorities  
 
9. The Government of China reiterated that international personnel teams would not be broadly 
accepted at present, although teams offered bilaterally have been accepted on a case-by-case basis. The 
Government stated that there would be a role for the international community in rehabilitation and 
reconstruction.  
 
National Response  
10. The Government of China announced 19-21 May as national mourning days. National flags are 
to fly at half-mast and condolence books will be opened in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. A three 
minute of silence will take place at 14:28 pm (Beijing time). 
 
11. Premier Wen Jiabao ordered increased coverage of rescue work and epidemic prevention, 
which must reach all earthquake-affected areas, according to Chinese media reports. Within the next 
five days, 500 health and epidemic prevention workers as well as 1,000 health supervisors are expected 
to be deployed. The National Development and Reform Commission, and the Ministry of Health were 
requested to mobilize epidemic prevention resources, to produce disinfectant medicine, and to 
distribute brochures to raise public awareness of epidemic prevention.  
 
12. The Government of China stated that informational updates would be released on a daily basis 
at 14:00 Beijing time on central media websites including http://www.xinhuanet.com/, 
http://www.gov.cn/, and http://www.jianzai.gov.cn/.  
 
13. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) has informed the Office of the UN Resident 
Coordinator that MOFA has been placed as focal point for all international organizations and the 
international community, including the UN. All international supply flights are requested to be directed 
to the Chengdu Suhangliu airport. 
 
International Response 
14. The United Nations Secretary-General announced a CERF grant with a window of US $7 
million. OCHA’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP) sent an advisor to support the UN 
Resident Coordinator and the UNDMT (United Nations Disaster Management Team) in preparation of 
the CERF grant. Emergency response projects under the CERF grant have been developed in line with 
life-saving criteria and relief items needed as provided to the UN agencies by the Chinese Ministries of 
Commerce and Health. Most of the UN agencies will be working with partner Ministries for the 
delivery of assistance through the CERF grant.  
 
15. The Office of the UN Resident Coordinator submitted an initial US$ 50,000 Emergency Cash 
Grant request to purchase assistance items for victims. UNDP TRAC 3 funding for US $100,000 has 
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been approved to strengthen the Office of the UN Resident Coordinator and UNDMT coordination 
capacities. A briefing meeting for in-country international partners will be chaired by the UN Resident 
Coordinator and co-chaired by the UNDMT chair on 20 May to discuss the coordination of relief 
efforts.  
 
16. UNICEF procured US $430,000 worth of emergency supplies as requested by the Government 
of China. The first consignments of aid, including 1,000 tents; 15,000 blankets; 60,000 school kits have 
been dispatched; health equipment, medicines, water and sanitation materials will arrive subsequently 
in the next consignment. UNICEF, WHO, and UNFP are working together to coordinate requested 
medical supplies. 
 
17. WFP has distributed US $100,000 worth of noodles. IOM has provided US $50,000 to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and is working with UNDP for the procurement and delivery of tents. 
UNDP will be supplying tents, quilts, clothing and emergency lights through the Ministry of 
Commerce. UNESCO will supply emergency telecommunications; UNEP will procure and supply 
water purifying and testing equipment as requested by the Ministry of Environment.  
 
18. The IFRC has issued an emergency appeal for the earthquake, seeking CHF 20,076,412 (US 
$19,304,242) in cash from the International Federations’ Disaster Relief Emergency Fund to support 
the Red Cross Society of China in assisting 100,000 people affected by the earthquake for 12 months.  
 
19. According to OCHA’s Financial Tracking System (FTS), a total of US $17 million in funding 
(contributions and commitments) have been made, in addition to US $76.8 million in pledges from 
more than 20 donors. Please refer to http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-
emergencyDetails&emergID=15550 for more information.  
 
20. Rescue teams from Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Russia, and Singapore, as well as Hong 
Kong and Taiwan, have arrived in the earthquake-affected areas assisting in urban search and rescue 
(USAR), logistics, and health efforts. OCHA, in cooperation with the Governments of Ireland and 
Norway, is organizing a relief flight from OCHA stocks in the UNHRD (United Nations Humanitarian 
Response Depot) in Brindisi,  Italy consisting of 30 tons of tents, blankets and stretchers for a total 
value of approx. US$ 307,000. In order to facilitate the delivery of assistance, the European 
Commission Monitoring and Information Centre Coordination Team, installed in Chengdu, will  
receive this shipment and hand it over to official relief authorities for distribution to the affected 
population. 
 
Coordination 
21. The National Disaster Reduction Centre of China in the Department of Disaster & Social 
Relief, Ministry of Civil Affairs, handles national disaster response coordination. Nine Working 
Groups have been established under the leadership of the State Council Earthquake Rescue and Relief 
Headquarters for rescue and relief efforts. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) is the focal point 
for international organizations and the UN. 
 
22. UN support to the Government is coordinated by the UN Resident Coordinator (UNRC) and 
assisted by UN partners and the UN Disaster Management Team (UNDMT). The OCHA Regional 
Office in Asia and the Pacific (ROAP) in Bangkok is liaising closely with both the UNDMT and the 
China Earthquake Administration. 
 
Contacts 
Ms. Yin Yin Nwe, UNICEF Representative and Chair, UNDMT-China  
E-mail: ynwe@unicef.org , Tel: +86-10-65-323-131, Mobile: +86-13-801-009-447 
 
Mr. Terje Skavdal, Head of OCHA Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP) 
E-mail: skavdal@un.org, Tel: + 66 2288 2425, Mobile: +66 81 916 1276 
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Mr. Rajan Gengaje, Regional Disaster Response Advisor, OCHA ROAP 
E-mail: gengaje@un.org, Tel: + 66 2288 2572, Mobile: +66 81 916 1271 
 
This Situation Report, together with further information on ongoing emergencies, is also available on 
Relief Web http://www.reliefweb.int  
 
A Situation Map of the earthquake is also available on ReliefWeb 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/JOPA-7ERMJZ?OpenDocument 
 
 
Telephone: +41-22-917 12 34        Fax: +41-22-917 00 23  
In case of emergency only: Tel. +41-22-917 20 10 

Desk Officers: (New York)  
Ms. Agnes Asekenye-Oonyu, Chief,  
Asia and the Pacific Section 
Tel: +1 212 963 1773 
Mobile: +1 917 476 6164 
E-mail: asekenye-oonyu@un.org 
 
Ms. Ah-Young Kim  
Desk Officer, Asia and the Pacific Section 
Tel: +1 212 963 5131 
Mobile: +1 917 349 5109 
E-mail: kima@un.org 
 
(Geneva)  
Mr. Alfred Nabeta 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer, 
Geographical Coordination and Monitoring Section 
Tel: +41 22 917 2732 
Mobile: +79 445 3382 
E-mail: nabeta@un.org 
 

Press contact: (Geneva) 
                          
 
                        (New York) 

Ms. Elizabeth Byrs                  
Tel. +41 22 917 2653 
E-mail: byrs@un.org 
  
Ms. Stephanie Bunker             
Tel. +1 917 367 5126 
E-mail: bunker@un.org 

 


