
 

Food Security Update 
Field activities associated with the meher season assessment have concluded in all areas and the teams are now 
compiling the regional reports. According to preliminary indications, the overall food security situation in most 
crop-producing areas is stable with good harvest prospects, apart from chronically food-insecure pocket areas. 
 
However, there is growing concern about food security in the coming months in the southern and southeastern 
pastoralist areas, including the southern Somali zones, Borena, Bale and Guji in Oromia, and South Omo, Konso 
and Derashe in SNNPR given the poor performance of the current short rains. The preliminary assessment 
results indicate that poor rain performance is exacerbating chronic water shortages in pastoral and agro-pastoral 
areas of Somali and Oromia regions. Early and unusual livestock migrations, deterioration of animal body 
condition and declines in milk production have been reported by partners working in the affected areas. Recent 
field reports also indicate serious food security problems in lowland pastoralist areas in Oromia due to the failure 
of the hagaya rains, with crop production in agro-pastoral areas compromised as well as water and pasture 
availability. As a result of the poor rains and early depletion of water and pasture, some livestock movements 
have been reported from Guji zone to Arero woreda (Borena), and from Moyale, Melka Soda, Miyo, Arero, 
Yabelo, Dillo, Dehas woredas. The situation is likely to deteriorate in the coming five months of dry season.  
 
In response to the emerging situation, the Somali Regional Water Bureau has requested partners to extend initial 
one-month water trucking interventions in Fik (Gerbo), Liben (Dolo Odo), Degehabur (Degehamedo, Aware and 
Gunagado), Gode (Adadle) and Afder (Bare, Chereti, Hargele and West Imi). The regional authorities are also in 
working with partners to finalize a multi-sectoral contingency plan to identify outstanding and emerging needs. 
The contingency plan is expected to be ready by the end of the week. For more information, contact: ocha-
eth@un.org  
 
Health Update 
A high number of new cases of measles continues to be reported in SNNPR. Between 6 and 13 December, 1,251 
cases of measles were reported in 12 woredas of the region; the majority (427cases) from Basketo Special 
Woreda and Melekoza woreda (352 cases) in Gamo Gofa zone. The Regional Health Bureau (RHB), together 
with partners, is supporting the response on the ground. Suspected cases of measles have also been reported 
from North Gondar zone in Amhara and Bale zone in Oromia. The Amhara RHB is strengthening case 
management and community surveillance in addition to health education and awareness creation activities. The 
zonal health department has also deployed health officers to the affected areas. The Regional Task Force has 
been revitalized to discuss the management of the outbreak. Surveillance and community mobilization efforts 
need to be strengthened in adjacent woredas. 
 
During the same reporting week, seven cases of clinically-diagnosed meningitis were reported from Daramalo, 
Zala, Denibu Gofa, and Ayida woredas in Gamo Gofa zone (SNNPR). Samples collected from all reporting 
woredas are being investigated. Meanwhile, only five cases of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) were reported from 
Humbo woreda, Wolayita zone (SNNPR) and Jarso woreda in East Hararghe zone (Oromia). 
 
The Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research Institute (EHNRI) has reported an increase in the number of typhoid 
fever cases reported in Gode zone, Somali Region. Some 53 cases were reported from Gode hospital during the 
same week. The regional health team has collected samples for investigation and is closely monitoring the 
situation. The Gode hospital and the woreda health office conducted health education and sanitary supervision. 
For more information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int & kmcdonald@unicef.org 
 
Nutrition Monitoring Update 
UNICEF reports that joint Therapeutic Feeding Programme (TFP) monitoring assessments have been conducted 
at selected TFP sites in Amhara (Artuma Fursi, Simada, Mida Kegn, Gaz Gibla, Dehana woredas and Kemisse 
town) and SNNPR (Kacha Birra in Kembata zone, Mierab Badawocho in Hadiya zone, Bensa and Bona, in 
Sidama zone, Kucha in Gamo Gofa zone, Damot Weydie in Wolayita zone and Konso Special Woreda). The 
findings of the assessments indicate that supportive supervision and mentoring of health extension workers 
(HEWs) and improved supply management is needed in all sites to improve the quality of services and care 
provided to children with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM). The recommendations have been shared with woreda 
health offices. In response to the gaps identified, logistical support and on-the-job training was provided to visited 
sites. In Amhara, on-the-job training was given to 54 health workers in Oromia (Artuma Fursi), South Gondar 
(Simada) Wag Himra (Gaz Gibla and Dehana) and North Shewa (Assagirt) zones. Training on the management 
of Outpatient Therapeutic Programme (OTP) was also conducted in Bahir Dar for 29 health workers from different 
zones of the region. For more information, contact: kmcdonald@unicef.org 


