
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Health Check    
Founded by doctors in 2003 following the invasion of Iraq , The Iraqi Non Governmental 
Organization (NGO) Doctors for Iraq provides humanitarian and medical assistance to 
people in need, victims of war, conflict and disasters. 
Doctors for Iraq is working to improve scientific medical standards of Iraqi health 
workers. We are a Right to Health organisation as we believe the Right to Health is a 
basic human right for all individuals regardless of gender, religion, ethnicity, creed and 
political identity.  

Doctors for Iraq Newsletter  

A doctor carries out a 
medical examination 
on displaced people 
living in a school in 
the west of Iraq. DFI-
MI 2006  

Four years on, and commentators are in 
agreement that Iraq’s healthcare 
situation is worse now than it was 

before the invasion.  
 

Reconstruction of Iraq’s health sector 
has failed, whilst demands on the health 

services increase as the sectarian 
violence continues to rise. Damage to 
public health support services such as 

the supply of water and electricity and 
acute shortages of personnel, equipment 

and medicines have proven to be just as 
deadly as roadside bombs and attacks 
on civilian areas.   
 

Aside from the long term damage to the health of Iraqi 
civilians caused by multiple wars since the 1980s and the 
effects of depleted uranium from the first and second Gulf 
wars, the immediate concern facing Iraq today is the 
absence of a strong leadership to halt the sectarian 
violence. Those who can flee, leave, taking with them their 
expertise and leaving behind an increasingly hopeless 
vacuum. 
  

The priority for Iraq now must be the rebuilding of health 
services and facilities that promote human dignity, 
recovery, rehabilitation and stability. By rebuilding the 
health sector, fear can gradually be replaced by hope. It is 
the responsibility of the international community to support 
doctors in exile and at home to rebuild Iraq; the process 
will be slow and mired with obstacles, but the need for 
action is acute. 
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Minister of health Ali al Shemari in an exclusive interview 
with Health check described the current security vacuum 
in Iraq as creating a “heavy weight on the shoulders of 
the Iraqi security forces and impacting on the ability of 
the Ministry of Health to assist people”. Al Shermari 
admitted that the countries heath system has deteriorated 
and one of the biggest problems facing the country is the 
migration of doctors.  
 
“A combination of doctors migrating from Iraq and a lack 
of financial resources to rebuild the health infrastructure 
has had a devastating impact. The government of Iraq 
needs to play a bigger role in assisting the people and I 
hope this will be possible along with building big some 
medical centers.” 
Al Shemari revealed that budget to rebuild the health 
infrastructure between 2005- 2006 was in the region of $ 
1 billion. This funding is inadequate and does not cover 
the costs of importing medicine, medical equipment and 
health infrastructure. “These funds do not even cover the 
costs of training existing medical staff in the country; 
much more is needed to assist the health system in 
recovering from the impact of the past few years”.  
 
Al Shermari highlighted the impact previous wars ad the 
sanctions had on the health system adding that the 
rehabilitation of hospitals and health clinics has never 
been at the level needed to create a better system of care 
for patients. “Iraq today needs at leas t$10 billion to build 
electricity power stations and between $ 16 billion to 
rebuild hospitals and primary health care units”. 

 

 

Iraqi Ministry of health warning and 
admit of deterioration of health 

system in Iraq 

Doctors For Iraq 

Karbala 
 
Senior Engineer Laith Alwan responsible for the 
Karbala Health Directorate told Healthcheck about the 
frustrations of trying to keep the health directorate 
functioning and providing quality medical care to 
patients. The directorate found that the lack of basic 
infrastructure and shortage of reconstruction materials 
to build laboratories has had a knock on impact on 
patients.  
 
Alwan explained that Karbala is in urgent need of a 
observations and gynaecology hospital and a paediatric 
hospital. Existing hospitals needs funds for essential 
equipment and modern medical devices.  
 
The governorate of Karbala is in need of ob/gyn 
hospital with a capacity of 200 beds and a Paediatric 
hospital with a capacity of 200 beds  

 

Obstacles of health reconstruction 
programs in Karbala 

 

Police and health officials expose 
gang accused of 'stealing babies' 
from Baghdad hospital    

 
Doctors For Iraq 

Dec 2007/ Baghdad 
 
Police in Baghdad have arrested a criminal gang on 
suspicion of 'stealing babies to order' from a busy 
Baghdad children's hospital.  
 
The well know Kazimiya hospital in central Baghdad is 
where police say the gang of three women and   one 
man tried to take a child from the sixth floor of the 
hospital by tricking the parents into handing their child 
over and offering gold jewellery and $300.  
 
Police chief Salman Haidar told Doctors for Iraq that 
the information provided to them by hospital staff 
helped them track down the gang members and there 
is evidence that those arrested have been involved in 
this activity in the past. The gang has been accused of 
being part of a network responsible for child trafficking 
into neighbouring countries.  
 
These reports come at a time when Iraqi NGOs are 
highlighting the danger that children face from being 
exploited and abused by criminal gangs many of whom 
are accused of illegally moving children across Iraqis 
borders.  
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Dear Editor, 
 

Doctors for Iraq, is Baghdad based medical relief 
NGO. We are one of the main campaigning NGO’s 
focusing on the right to health inside Iraq.  Doctors 
for Iraq was established in October 2003 by Iraqi 
doctors who experienced first hand the brutal 
impact the invasion of Iraq has had on the health 
system in the country.  
My colleagues and I worked inside the different 
conflict zones of Iraq, Fallujah, Basrah, Hadeetha, 
Al Qaim, and Baghdad  
One of the most horrific experiences that I lived 
through and that still haunt my colleagues and I 
was the 2004 US lead attack on the city of Fallujah. 
I was trapped inside the city working in the field 
clinics after US troops banned doctors from 
working in the main hospital. I remember vividly 
when a family of four women and three children 
were brought to the field clinic; the bodies 
shattered into pieces, their limbs were no longer 
attached to their bodies. The eight year old child’s 
brains had been blown out. The family house had 
been attacked by a special missile. I tried 
desperately to help the four year old child who was 
the only survivor. Her whole body was covered in 
what look liked pin holes and one of her legs had 
been cut in half. 
I met another child whilst working in Basra. She 
had lost 17 members of her family in a cluster 
bomb attack on her village and her right leg had 
been blown off by the impact of one of the bombs.  
During the invasion the wounded stood with 
patience in a long queue waiting for treatment to 
wounds caused by unconventional bullets that 
created a big hole destroying the vascular system 
beyond repair.   

Often my colleagues and I were forced to 
amputate the affected areas after twenty four 
hours leaving the patient in agony. Most of those 
that I tried to treat were young and I still 
remember their faces.  
Doctors for Iraq recently produced some research 
with Oxfam GB for the Control Arms campaign. 
Our researchers documented the availability and 
price of unconventional bullets on the Baghdad 
black market. Our joint research showed that on 
average the price of a bullet is between 10- 40 
cents and on average taking a life in Iraq  costs 
as little as $2.40c. 
My colleagues and I read about how The Lancet’s 
publishing company is engaged in promoting the 
arms trade by hosting arms fairs. How can it be 
that a medical publication defending the right to 
health and advocating on better health and 
quality of life has a relationship with such a 
company? I am very disturbed and shocked by 
this news and as someone who has witnessed the 
impact and misery that these immoral and lethal 
weapons because I urge The Lancet to re- 
examine the relationship with its publishers. I 
fear that as a result of this current partnership, 
The Lancet’s position as a champion of global 
health, and its strong moral and ethical stance 
will be compromised.  
Yours sincerely 
 
 

Dr Salam Ismael / Doctors for Iraq  
Projects Manager 
Date: 25th Feb. 2007  
 
 

“How can a company which is a health defender receive 

money from a company promoting the arms trade that kills 
thousands if not hundreds of thousands around the world 

every year? Is it Moral? ”  
DFI  

Respected International health journal, The Lancet, 
publishes Doctors for Iraq letter focusing on the impact of 
small arms and cluster bombs in Iraq. 
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 One of the biggest phenomena’s related to the 
invasion of Iraq and subsequent breakdown of 
law and order is the flight of doctors, scientists 
and professors from Iraq. Assassinations, 
sectarian violence and forced displacement has 
had a devastating impact on society.  
Qassim Yahya Allawi, Director of Information 
Services at the Ministry of Health has been trying 
to document the extent of the brain drain “The 
number of doctors who emigrated from Iraq over 
the past few months ranged between 2000-3000 
doctors, this flight of medics has paralyzed the 
medical colleges and many of the post graduate 
medical teaching courses have had to close 
because there are no longer teaching staff to 
train the next generation of doctors.” 
Allawi goes on to add “Many doctors fled the 
country because of kidnappings and threats from 
militiamen. Many doctors find that they have no 
option but to leave Iraq. If this flight of doctors 
isn’t reversed it will continue to have a damaging 
impact on the Ministry of Health and all citizens of 
Iraq.  
Dr. Abed Manaf Jasim Hammadi, Director of the 
National Center for Blood Transfusion, says 
increasing violence, car bombs, explosive devices 
and roadside bombs have lead to medics fleeing 
the country. The violence is also leading to a 
shortage of essential medical equipment, 
essential medicines and blood collecting bags. 
Often the most challenging times doctors face is 
when they are presented with wounded 
casualties, emergency and child birth cases.  
Al-Kadhimiya hospital north east of Baghdad 
reported a severe shortage of medical staff and 
supplies, despite this the hospital does its best to 
carry out as many operations and functions as it 
can.  Former Minister of Health, Dr Sabah Al 
Husseini described how the Ministry of Health has 
lost more than 720 physicians, many of whom 
were assassinated.  Some of the best know and 
respected hospitals on Baghdad including the Ibn 
Al-Nafees Hospital for cardiac diseases, Ibn Al-
Haitham hospital and Iraqi Center for Cardiac 
Diseases in Medical City have lost some of their 
leading doctors and specialists. Al Husseini called 
upon the Iraqi government to improve the lives of 
doctors to safeguard doctors so they don’t have 
to flee Iraq.  
 

 Saad Shakir Khodeir, Managing director of the 
Iraqi Association of Teachers says  since 2003 an 
estimated 185 Iraqi university professors have 
been  assassinated Khodeir says the phenomenon 
of targeting Iraqi’s with specialist skills began 
days after the occupation of Iraq by American 
forces.  
University Professor, Dr. Abbas Al-Kureishi 
identifies three challenges in Iraq that have to be 
tackled if doctors are to be protected from 
violence. “The first challenge that doctors have to 
overcome is the presence of occupation forces in 
Iraq, second is the military organizations and the 
third challenge is the milita”. He added, unless the 
government finds a quick solution to protect 
doctors from these forces collectively, the threat 
to doctors’ lives will continue.  
Another academic Mohammed Al-Badri believes 
that the time has come for the professional 
classes to be protected in especially built houses 
and work complexes devoted to housing the 
professional classes and their families. 
Nadhim Abdul Hameed, Head of the Iraqi Medical 
Association, told DFI that every doctor in Iraq is a 
target and can be killed at anytime by a range of 
actors responsible for the total breakdown of 
security in Baghdad and wider Iraq.  
In an interview with the DFI’s correspondent, Dr. 
Abdul Hameed believes Iraqi doctors have 
reached this situation due to their lack of unity 
and because they allowed themselves to be 
divided rather than working to represent each 
others goals and aspirations through the Iraqi 
Medical Association.  
 “Iraq is in real need for genuine native Iraqi 
doctors to heal the wounds of its people. The Iraqi 
Medical Association has served Iraqi doctors 
whether in Iraq outside of Iraq. We must all work 
to unite our doctors wherever they are to ensure 
that they are have the support of each other as 
this is the only way that we can build unity which 
is needed to rebuild our nation.” 
Dr. Abdul Hameed talked about his desire,the 
intention of the association to hold a medical 
conference in one of the Arab countries without 
announcing the date of this conference but it will 
discuss the health situation in Iraq and the reality 
of health problems at the present time, and he 
expected that a large number of Iraqi doctors will 
attend this conference.  
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"Iraq is like a battlefield, doctors face danger just 
getting to work because of Violent acts," said 
Aakif al-Alusi, a senior member of the Iraqi 
Doctors' Syndicate, the official medics' register, 
who is studying the long term social impact of  
medical brain-drain. 
 
"Doctors are neutral people in our society; all 
armed actors in the conflict must allow them to 
carry out their duties. This isn’t happening here," 
he said, explaining the reasons why doctors are 
leaving. 
 
The syndicate estimates 1,500 medical 
professionals -- doctors, nurses, dentists and 
pharmacists -- have fled in the past year alone, 
although precise numbers are difficult to obtain. 
Almost as many left in 2003 and in 2004, Alusi 
said. Many have fled to Jordan and other Arab 
countries, while others have moved to Europe. 
Scores have also headed to the northern Kurdish 
region of Iraq, where there is much less violence 
and where pay and conditions are far better than 
in the centre of the country. "Doctors feel like 
they give a lot to society, but society often 
neglects them in response," Alusi said. "That's a 
major reason why they end up wanting to go 
elsewhere." 
 
During Saddam Hussein's rule doctors earned 
around $2 a month and sought work abroad, not 
just because of the low salaries but to seek better 
training and facilities. 
 
Following the 2003 invasion that ousted Saddam, 
conditions initially improved dramatically, with 
doctors' salaries rising to around $400 a month. 
The occupation authorities also promised a 
massive overhaul of hospital equipment and new 
medicines. But aside from pay increases other 
improvements were slow in coming. Doctors at 
Yarmouk hospital, one of Baghdad's busiest, 
which frequently treats dozens of victims from 
suicide bombs, say they often run out of 
anaesthetic and other basic needs. 
 
 

Let us hear your view about the interview on our e mail: 
press.officer@doctorsforiraq.org 
 

Head of Iraqi Medical Association 

"Iraq is like a battlefield, 

doctors face danger just 

getting to work"  
 
Aakif al-Alusi, a senior member 
of the Iraqi Medical Association 

“Iraqi doctors are good, I 

consider them among the 
best and wouldn't want to 

be treated by anyone 

else,”  
 
said Najat al- Azawi, a retired 
engineer 
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"I have my own 

patients. I would 
need to start from 

scratch if I went to 

another country." 
 
Said Dr. Athir al-Rewas, 
59, a specialist 

One of Iraq's most precious resources -- doctors 
-- are fleeing Iraq in increasing numbers. They 
are scared of violence and drawn to safer, better 
paying jobs abroad 

"After the 2003 

invasion, new 
graduates still dream 

of going abroad if 

they can find a good 

opportunity,"  
 
Said Dr. Mohammed Salah 
al-Din 
 

Doctors have gone on strike in hospitals in Baghdad and 
Baquba, north of the capital, after Iraqi soldiers overran their 
clinics, demanding at gunpoint that their men be treated first. 
 
After the 2003 invasion, new graduates still dream of going 
abroad if they can find a good opportunity," said Mohammed 
Salah al-Din, who left medical school in 1999 and is looking to 
leave. 
 
While graduates are keen to escape Iraq and build a career, 
senior doctors with established practices who have become 
frequent targets for kidnappers and assassins due to their 
wealth and status are also desperate to leave Iraq. 
For Iraqis, the exodus of such skilled members of society is of 
deep concern. Medicine is a highly regarded profession in Iraq 
and despite the lack of equipment in many hospitals; patients 
praise the hard work and dedication of the medics. 
 
"Iraqi doctors are good, I consider them among the best and 
wouldn't want to be treated by anyone else," said Najat al- 
Azawi, a retired engineer. "But Iraq is no longer a safe place, 
and doctors have the right to flee like everyone else." 
Aqil Wali, who graduated from medical school in Iraq in 1996, 
is one of those who managed to escape. Having fled Iraq in 
1998, he is now in Denmark. He makes around $5,000 a 
month and is hoping to double that if he becomes a specialist. 
 
After more than four years in Denmark, he can't imagine ever 
returning to Iraq, saying the security situation alone would 
make him hesitate "a thousand times". "The facilities we have 
here in Denmark do not exist in Iraq, not to mention the 
regular water supply, electricity and the social aspects that 
Iraq still doesn't have," he said. 
Others, though, say they are committed to Iraq, however hard 
life gets. "My country needs me," said Athir al-Rewas, 59, a 
specialist. "I have my own patients. I would need to start from 
scratch if I went to another country." 
 

Let us hear your view about the interview on our e mail: 
press.officer@doctorsforiraq.org 
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Dear Sir/Madam,  
 
We are a group of Iraqi medical doctors who have been forced to leave Iraq due to the war and 
ongoing violence and are now in Amman, Jordan. In Iraq we were targeted by criminal gangs and 
militia who want to kidnap us and extract money from our loved ones or kill us.  
 
In Amman there are at least 5,000 Iraqi doctors – we are working in hospital and clinics across Jordan 
without being paid. Many of us are trying to resume our medical training and studies in Jordan costing 
an estimated $2,000 – 4,000. We hope that once we have obtained our degrees and received our board 
certificates we will be treated like Jordanian doctors and given a decent salary to work as doctors.  
 
The board certification and training is different from the Bachelor, Masters or Ph.D. degree. The board 
certificate is a professional degree that requires the student to fully commitment to work duties and on-
call schedules with direct responsibilities to patient care whilst being tested and evaluated throughout 
the year.  
 
The employment laws here in Jordan only allows citizens to receive salaries – this means foreign 
doctors from Iraq, Yemen and Palestine have to study for the board qualification alongside apply for 
financial assistance from non governmental organisations and other groups for living costs in Jordan.  
 
There are at least 15 Iraqi doctors working in the Islamic Hospital in Jordan – they hope like us that 
they will receive some financial assistance from non governmental organisations outside of the region. 
We want our skills and qualifications to be embraced so we can make up for some of the misery we 
face having to leave our country. Iraq had the best physicians and medical staff anywhere in the Middle 
East, Baghdad was a centre of medical excellence. Over the last five years most of our doctors have 
fled from Iraq and many of our brilliant doctors and teaching staff have been killed. 
 
We have heavy hearts and hope one day to be able to return to Iraq and work once again as doctors 
and to rebuild the health system in our country.  
 
We would like to thank all of you for standing with us and showing solidarity and care.  
 
 
A group of resident doctors, 
Amman, Sept. 2007 

“Why after five years of 

the war can no one help to 

save our doctors who are 

the future of our country? 

Where is our government 

and where is it s plan? 

Why can no one prevent 

doctors from deskilling?” 
 

DFI  
 

Letter from Iraqi Doctors in 
Jordan reveals the hardship and 
uncertainty they are facing. 
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Having denied by the Iraqi Ministry of Health 

The case of the polluted drug of 
Albumin  

with AIDS virus opens again 
And member of the Board of Babel confirms drug 

affected by AIDS 
The chair of the services in the governorate of Babil and the 
Ministry of Health has confirmed that medication contaminated 
with human immunodeficiency virus (AIDS) has been found in 
Iraq. Mr Babil head of services in the affected governorate 
admitted that test has been carried out on 30 packets of the 
medication albumin. 
 
The Ministry of Health admitted that their testing methods were 
out of date and called on the World Health Organisation’s 
accredited testing system Vidas to be introduced to ensure that 
the medication was safe for public use.The Ministry of Health 
admitted the Vidas tests showed that the tested drugs contained 
the HIV virus. Despite this the Ministry Of Health failed to warn 
the public about the contaminated medication or alert hospitals 
where the medication is stocked.  
 
Since October 10th 2007 when the first positive results showing 
the medication was contaminated no action was taken by the 
Ministry of Health to safeguard public health. The health service 
in Babel say they called the Ministry of Health many times and 
corresponded with them in writing to emphasis the urgent need 
to take action on the issue. Mr Hassan Muhrag, the head of 
services in the governorate of Babil added "The Ministry of 
Health Continued covering the fact of the result of these tests 
proved that medication contaminated with the HIV virus had 
been consumed by the public.  
 
The Ministry of Health must ensure that all medication entering 
the country is safe and not risking the health of the public. Mr 
Hassan Muhrag called humanitarian organizations and the 
international community to investigate how the contaminated 
medicine was distributed to health clinics and patients. He called 
on the government to open an urgent investigation through the 
formation of an independent committee.  
 

The illegal drug trade is flourishing in Baghdad’s 
cafes and public squares under the nose of the 
American and Iraqi military. Drugs are being 
peddled by young boys and men. Their 
customers are mostly gang members, looters and 
those who are addicted to drugs. 
 
 There are no official statistics on the number of 
drug addicts in Iraq but what is known is that 
since the invasion of Iraq there has been an 
increase in the availability of drugs and over the 
past five years it has been easier to bring drugs 
into the country because border controls have 
been weak and law and order non existent.  
 
Many Iraqis are fearful that drug addiction could 
become more widespread in society especially as 
the law and order situation deteriorates. Under 
Saddam Hussein’s government dealing or using 
drugs lead to hanging which the government 
claimed was necessary to preserve the security 
and safety of Iraqi society. 
 
According to statistics before the invasion and 
occupation of Iraq the country was free of drug 
abuse and drug trafficking with limited drug 
activity along the Iranian and Turkish borders. 
The Ibn Rush Hospital for psychiatry was opened 
in Baghdad in the 1990s. It’s the only hospital in 
the country specialising in assisting people with 
drug addiction. Reports from security officials and 
the Ministry of Health indicates that the number 
of drug addicts during the first year of the 
occupation stood at 6200 and there were an 
estimated 1000 drug dealer across Iraq. The 
Ministry of Health decided not to publish these 
figures in order not to alarm the public.  
 

Is ringing 
Alarm bell in Iraq. 

 

“Many of those addicts can fall 
easily in the hands of the militias. 
So far there is no clear strategy 
from the ministry of health on how 
to deal with this issue and how to 
minimise the effects” 
 

DFI 
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Construction of   

‘ apartheid wall’  could 
lead to the closure of Al-
Numan  hospital 

 

‘The great wall of  Adhamiyah’, the wall 
constructed by the US military around a majority 
Sunni part of Baghdad is reducing civilian access 
to one of the main hospitals in the area doctors 
claim. US forces built the five kilometre wall which 
is three kilometres high to they “reduce the level 
of sectarian violence in the area”. But since 
construction of the wall started in April 2007 there 
has been fierce criticism about its construction and 
many local people have renamed the wall the 
apartheid wall’’.  
It is believed that a second wall will be 
constructed extending from the Imam Abu Hanifa 
Mosque to Antar square to separate Aadhamiyah 
city from the suburbs of Aadhamiyah.  It is 
believed that the US military will distribute ID 
cards to local residents to they can access the 
area, the fear is that these cards could fall into the 
hands of the militia making it easier for them to 
target people along sectarian lines.  
Health officials in the Ministry of Health, who 
preferred not to disclose their names, confirmed 
that the wall would pose as an obstacle disrupting 
the flow of medical aid and supplies to one of the 
main hospitals in the area, the Numan hospital. As 
a result of the wall being constructed the hospital 
is facing closure.  One of the citizens of the 
region, wondered how to access the hospital in 
such difficult conditions in addition to the risk to 
the patients from bombing suffered by the 
hospital from time to time, as well as the scarcity 
of supplies and medicines for treatment. The 
hospital is the only one in the area and caters for 
the needs of 50,000 civilians living in and around 
the city and surrounding areas including Suliekh, 
Sabi Abkar, Raghiba Khatoon and Adhamiyah. 
Several months ago the Iraqi army raided the 
hospital stating that ‘terrorists were hiding inside 
the hospital building’. One eyewitness who was 
present during the attack on the hospital and 
didn’t want to be named for security reasons 
described the scene “the people who were at the 
hospital were patients and emergency cases, and 
a number of doctors and hospital staff”. Another 
eyewitness who was also too intimidated to be 
named continued “Iraqi forces had arrested more 
than thirty young men specifically from the area 
surrounding  
 

- Numan hospital before closing the hospital”. It is 
believed Iraqi troops raided the hospital under the 
orders of the Ministry of Health to “flush out 
terrorists”.  
An official at the hospital told DFI Iraqi forces 
raided the hospital and chanted sectarian slogans 
and fired shots inside the hospital. The official who 
didn’t want to be named continued “because of the 
irresponsible actions of the Iraqi army, patients 
were defeated from the hospital and the doctors 
had to leave for fear of those forces”.  
One of the doctors at the hospital confirmed that 
the Iraqi forces raided the hospital, defeated the 
patients and some snipers ascended the roof of the 
hospital. He described the situation inside the 
hospital as “appalling”, pointing out that Iraqi 
forces arrested 95 patients inside the hospital, 
Only three patients remained inside the hospital , 
they were in the intensive care unit because of the 
seriousness of there condition. He added “the 
forces that raided the hospital said that this is an 
order from the Minister of health.  
Numan hospital is one of the important hospitals in 
Baghdad, and it is the only hospital in Al-
adhamiyah city serving around 50,000 citizens with 
a number of specialist medical staff. Today, Numan 
hospital is suffering of continuous shortage of 
medical supplies and has lost a significant number 
of specialists’ doctors due to the continuous 
deterioration of security situation in the city many 
doctors find it difficult to travel to work forcing 
many to leave their jobs.  
In an interview with one of the specialists working 
in the hospital who asked for anonymity, he said 
“the hospital is still under siege of the Iraqi army 
and police; they are surrounding the hospital 
building, and if they enter the building they will be 
able to do whatever they like”,  he added  “we are 
risking our lives; our decision to go back to our 
work at this hospital means we have to take real 
risks and now we are being showered  with mortars 
and we are hearing gun firing almost everyday” 
The official made it clear that doctors were 
dedicated to carrying out their duties “our staff is 
still working to serve patients from this city who 
have no other place to go. We have voiced our 
concerns to the Ministry of Health about events but 
the Ministry denies that these events have or 
continue to take place”.  
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DFI provides 
medical 
supplies to Al 
Numan 
Hospital 

A previous evaluation of the needs of Al- 
Numan hospital was carried out by DFI so a 
plan could be put into place to meet the 
main medical needs of the hospital.  
 
DFI were given grant from a Spanish 
solidarity NGO COMITE DE SOLIDARIDAD 
CON LA CAUSA ÁRABE DE ASTURIAS to 
purchase Medical supplies for Al Numan 
Hospital. Orthopaedic, vascular and trauma 
equipment was brought with the funding 
along with first aid, laboratory supplies and 
instruments which were bought from local 
markets and drug stores. IV fluids and 
anaesthesia drugs were purchased for the 
hospital by DFI from more than 10 
pharmacies and specialists stores in 
Baghdad.  
 
It took a total of three days to transport the 
medication and supplies because of the lack 
of security it was difficult to find a driver 
willing to transport the medical aid supplies 
There Were no workers to carry medical 
supplies so the local community volunteered 
to help.  

“DFI and the residents  of Aadhmyia 
offer their thanks and gratitude to the 
Comite De Solidaridad Con La Causa 
Arabe De Asturias and Gobirno Del 
Principado De Asturias  for their support 
and donating the money that we used to 
purchase  medical equipments and 
medicine for Al Numan Hospital. This 
donation showed deep care and true 
solidarity from the Spanish people.” 
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Iraqi Ministry of Health declares 
i ntention to send 100 patients weekly 
for treatment outside Iraq.  
 

May 2007 
 

The Ministry of Health confirmed that a hundred patients a 
week are being treated for a number of medical conditions 
outside of Iraq with the Ministry covering all costs for 
treatment. Dr May Al – Ani an official at the Ministry 
confirmed that the government department was covering 
the costs for the patient and a relative to travel outside of 
Iraq. She added that 75 patients will be treated for corneal 
implantation, 48 patients for cochlear implantation, 26 
patients for surgical interventions related to orthopaedic 
surgery and 18 patients for cardiac surgical interventions as 
a first batch.  

Rising incidence of cancer in Iraq:  

September 2007  

According to the latest reports from the Ministry of Health 
there has been a substantial increase in the recorded cases 
of cancer. There are a reported 6000 cases in the middle 
Euphrates region. May Al- Ani, a representative of the 
Ministry of Health stated that the most common cancer in 
women was breast cancer and in men lung and bladder 
cancer. Among children it was leukaemias and lymphomas.  

Children being born with neonatal 
anomalies in Iraq  

 

September 2007  
 

 A study carried out by the Ministry of Health in Iraq showed 
the total number of children born with neonatal anomalies 
from 2001 to 2006 reached almost 13129. Data from 2007 
shows that 1919 children were registered as born with 
anomalies. According to the study the governate of 
Naynawa had one of the highest rates of cases of neonatal 
anomalies wit 411 cases, followed by Baghdad with 372 and 
Basra came third with 300 children with neonatal anomalies. 

This newsletter was produced in 
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Doctors For Iraq depends on public 
donations to carry out it s vital medical 
humanitarian and right to health work 
across Iraq. 
 
To learn more about or work or to make a 
donation or find out how you can get involved 
visit our website: www.doctorsforiraq.org 
 

For information or any comments please contact us 
on the following e mails: 
info@doctorsforiraq.org 
newsletter@doctorsforiraq.org 

 
 

Five years after the unilateral US-led invasion, the 
health system in Iraq reveals a grim and sad picture, 
which provides an accurate answer to one result, 
among many, of such an aggressive war. 
 
The crippled health system in Iraq prior to the invasion 
was already in a shambles, with financial and technical 
constraints. Since the invasion of 2003, the health 
system faced further serious challenges that have had 
to deal with the lack of sufficient resources, planning 
and infrastructure. 
 
This is not primarily a comparison of the situation in 
Iraq, before and after the invasion, but it aims to 
provide a clear picture of the health system today.  In 
spite of some achievements in building some 
infrastructure, generally, the health system pyramid in 
Iraq is still in a very fragile state. There is a serious 
lack of transparency on financial and planning aspects 
and clarity in strategies on how to deal with the urgent 
health needs of 30 million Iraqis. 
 
In the last fiscal year in Iraq, the Health Budget 
allocation of US$ 48 billion was the highest ever in the 
National Budget. Despite this, the Public Health 
Expenditure budget allocation taken from the overall 
figure is a mere pittance, with just 2 - 3% from the 
Annual GDP, in a country where the health system 
suffers from deterioration or almost breakdown in its 
infrastructure. 
 
This budget falls staggeringly short of what is really 
required, taking into consideration that the health 
system is the only existing health entity which is 
required to absorb the huge number of victims of 
violence. In March 2007, the Iraqi Minster of Health 
announced at a Press conference that this funding was 
inadequate and that it did not cover the costs of 
importing medicine, medical equipment and health 
infrastructure. 
 
Knowledge the challenges of spending money in 
unsecured environment, If we want to rehabilitate a 
health system and establish a new infrastructure, how 
we can do that which such short limited budget and is 
the health of our people does not worth it to keep the 
health expenditure in such a level? 
 

Dr Salam Ismael 
 


