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HIGHTLIGHTS:   
PANAMÁ: More than 9,000 people have been affected by the rains. The Government declared a National Emergency. 
COLOMBIA: At least 1, 8 million Colombians have been affected by the rains.  The Government declared a Natural Disaster in    28 
of the 32 departments.  
HAITI: Cholera has infected at least 100,000 people. Some 28 confirmed cases have been reported in the Dominican Republic.  
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FLOODS – HEAVY RAINS 
PANAMA: The Government declared a state of 

national emergency and set up a shuttle service 

between the capital and the flooded areas. Local 

authorities and national humanitarian actors 

focus their efforts on supporting the 9,100 

people affected by the floods, of which 2,420 are 

housed in nearly 15 emergency shelters; and 

3,500 others remains isolated. The road that 

connect the cities of Panama and Colon and the 

road that lead to the Centennial Bridge (West of 

the Panama Canal) have been partially closed 

due to the floods and landslides. The rains 

affected the water and hydroelectric power 

stations, reducing the power inputs and water 

supply. Residential and mobile phone platforms 

were also affected and the Panama Canal traffic 

was closed for 17 hours; it was the first time 

Panama Canal traffic was suspended due to a 

natural disaster. About 16 tons of food and 2 

tons of staple food have been delivered to the 

affected areas, mainly in the east area of the 

province of Panama and Colon.   
Source: Government of Panama. 

 

COLOMBIA: The government declared an 

Economic, Social, Ecological and a State of 

Emergency; to cope with the damages caused 

by this year’s rainy season. The Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has 

allocated US$6 million from the Central 

Emergency Response Fund (CERF). This rainy 

season has left at least 1,8 million people 

affected in 28 of the 32 departments. To date 60 

bodies has been pulled from mudslide, and is 

suspected that 200 bodies were buried by the 

mudslide in Bello, a municipality in Antioquia. 

The Road that leads to the Centennial Bridge, above the Panama 
Canal, has collapsed due to recent heavy rains that affected the 
province of Panama and Colon. La Prensa©. 
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The rains in Colombia destroyed bridges, roads, 

aqueducts, isolated regions and populations, 

flooded about 200,000 hectares of crops and 

have drowned about 40,000 cattle’s.  
Source: Government of Colombia.   

 
VENEZUELA: More than 121,000 people have 

been affected by the rains, which left 34 deaths. 

The government has set up about 840 

emergency shelters in hotels, public buildings, 

barracks, schools and the government palace. 

After weeks of rains, the Falcon, Miranda, 

Vargas, Merida, Zulia, Trujillo, Nueva Esparta 

and the metropolitan area of Caracas were 

declared in a state of emergency.  In Zulia, the 

rains damaged some 17,000 hectares of crops 

and left 1,600 families homeless.  
Source: Government of Venezuela. 

 

VOLCANO 

ECUADOR TUNGURAHUA: Specialists have 

warned about the increased signs activity of the 

Tungurahua volcano. Black ash fell in several 

villages near the volcano; contingency plans are 

being implemented in the localities. 

Source: Government of Ecuador. 

 

EPIDEMICS 
CHOLERA: The Presidents of Haiti and 

Dominican Republic will meet on 14 December to 

design a bilateral plan to address the cholera 

epidemic. The number of cholera cases reported 

in the Dominican Republic rose to 28. In Haiti, at 

least 100,000 people have been affected by 

cholera, 47,000 have been hospitalized, while 

2,200 have died. 
Source: OCHA. 

 

EARLY WARNING 
GLOBAL: The Climate Change Conference 

concluded with a consensus agreement on a 

series of concrete measures, including the 

establishment of a climate Green Fund and the 

commitment to increase the target to reduce gas 

emissions that caused global warming. Among 

other measures are included the establishment 

of a strong Adaptation Framework to improve 

the natural disaster response and a technical 

advice committee on this topic.  They also 

accord to provide rapid resources approaching 

US$30 billion and a goal of mobilizing jointly 

US$ 100 billion a year by 2020 to address the 

need of developing countries.  
Source: United Nations. 

The Tungurahua volcano, the night of 28 November 2010. El 
Comercio/ Miguel Castillo. ©. 


