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DONOR SUPPORT 
 
During the reporting period, UNICEF’s Humanitarian Programme in the North Caucasus received no additional 
contribution. However, as of 30 November 2005, all financial requirements included in the ‘2005 Consolidated 
Appeal Process (CAP) for Chechnya, North Caucasus (Russian Federation)’ – US $6,912,300 – have been met, 
thanks to the resources provided by the following donors: Canada, Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, the 
US/Bureaus of Population, refugees and Migration (BPRM), USAID, the European Commission’s 
Humanitarian Aid department (ECHO), the French, Dutch, UK and Irish National Committees for UNICEF. In 
addition, in 2005 donations have been received from the German, UK, Italian, French and Lithuanian National 
Committees – as well as from private donors, including Unilever and General Electrics – to support UNICEF’s 
special programme focused on Beslan. UNICEF is sincerely grateful to these donors for their generous support.  
 
 
EDUCATION 
  
IDP schools in Ingushetia 
By the end of November, the number of children enrolled in the 13 temporary schools for IDPs that are 
managed by UNICEF in partnership with IRC, CPCD and HWA – with financial support from the German 
National Committee for UNICEF, US/BPRM, Canada and Sweden – totalled 1,582 (vs. 1,630 in October). This 
slight decrease was probably linked to a small peak in the return of IDPs into Chechnya, in connection with the 
elections and reiterated pledges by the authorities to pay longstanding compensation claims. During the 
reporting period, all IDP schools were provided by UNICEF with 10,151 Russian and Chechen textbooks. 
 
Teacher training 
UNICEF organized two training sessions in Stavropol region. On 14-18 November, a special methodological 
training was offered to 45 pre-school education staff and 48 primary/secondary school teachers and 
administrators from Chechnya and Ingushetia. In addition, 178 teachers from Shatoiski and Itum-Kalinski 
districts (Chechnya) participated in upgrading seminars organized by UNICEF and the Teacher Re-training 
Institute of Grozny. Another 522 teachers of Gudermesski, Shelkovskoi and Groznenski rural districts of 
Chechnya were scheduled to participate in training events in December. 
 
ECD programme in Ingushetia 
UNICEF and Caritas Internationalis, with financial support from ECHO, the German National Committee for 
UNICEF, US/BPRM, Canada and Sweden, continued to provide free access to education and care to 590 IDP 
children in 4 centers located in and near spontaneous settlements in Ingushetia,  with the an average attendance 
rate of 94%. Educators and parents’ committee activists arranged “Autumn balls” and “Children’s creative 
fairs”, during which adults bought handicrafts made by children. The parenting skills of IDP young mothers 
were enhanced through their participation in ‘open lessons’ conducted by the most experienced teachers and 
nurses. All activities were published through the ‘wall newspapers’ joint drafted by teachers and children. 
 
ECE centers in Chechnya 
All 27 centers managed by UNICEF in Chechnya and Dagestan – in cooperation with three Chechen NGOs and 
with financial support from ECHO, the German National Committee for UNICEF, Sweden, US/BPRM, the 
Netherlands and Canada – continued their work according to the agreed education plans and the methodology 
guidelines that were jointly developed by UNICEF and the local education authorities. A total of 1,350 children 
aged 5-6 received basic lessons in Russian and Chechen languages, counting skills, drawing, learning and 
reciting simple poems as well as outdoor physical exercises. Eight of the ECE centres’ educators were provided 
with the opportunity to participate in a pre-school education training in Essentuki (Stavropol region). 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Physical rehabilitation programme 
UNICEF completed the rehabilitation of 10 schools and 2 kindergartens in Chechnya. A joint team of UNICEF 
and MoE specialists, accompanied by an independent civil engineer, started the final inspection procedure, so as 
to ensure the compliance of the scope and quality of the work with UNICEF’s standards and with the technical 
requirements of the federal legislation. The rehabilitation of 4 additional schools, undertaken by UNICEF in 
partnership with CPCD, is still underway, due to some delays generated by the security measures applied to 
education buildings in preparation of the November elections. In 2005 UNICEF supported the rehabilitation of a 
total of 16 schools and 2 kindergartens (16 in Chechnya, 1 in Ingushetia and 1 in Prigorodny district, North 
Ossetia), with financial support from the German National Committee for UNICEF, Sweden, US/BPRM and the 
Netherlands. 
 
Peace Education and Tolerance Building (PETB) programme 
On 18 and 24 November two workshops were carried out by UNICEF in Nazran (Ingushetia), with financial 
support from the Irish and French National Committees for UNICEF. Over 30 teachers, psychologists and 
school administration specialists from Dagestan, Ingushetia, Kabardino-Balkaria, North Ossetia and Chechnya 
took part in the training events, which were conducted by Prof. Nadezhda Lebedeva, Dr. Alexander Tatarko 
(specialists from the Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology of the Russian Academy of Sciences) and Dr. 
Victoria Galyapina (Stavropol State University). Representatives of MoEs also visited the workshops and 
shared their appreciation of their content and their importance for the region. The first issue of the “Children 
Peacemaking Newsletter” was issued in November and distributed in the five participating republics.  
 
 
CHILD PROTECTION / MINE ACTION 
 
General 
With a view to enhancing the existing data collection system on mine/UXO civilian incidents in Chechnya and 
its further analysis, UNICEF organized and delivered a 2-day training on ‘surveillance system’ for the 15 
‘letter-boxes’ operating in all districts of Chechnya, 7 monitors from Voice of the Mountains (VoM) and the 
Danish De-mining Group as well as 3 nurses from Urus-Martanovsky hospital, Shalinsky hospital and Grozny 
hospital n. 9 (Chechnya).  Participants were trained in detecting changes in trends over time, estimating the 
magnitude of morbidity and mortality, identifying risk factors, evaluating control measures, defining public 
health surveillance and understanding the appropriate use of surveillance data. UNICEF is also planning to 
organize in March 2006 a five-day training on the ‘EpiInfo’ software – to be delivered by the US Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention. This training will be aimed at strengthening the capacity of government 
structures to analyze different statistical data.   
 
According to the information gathered by UNICEF monitors/’letter boxes’, with financial support from ECHO, 
no mine/UXO incidents affecting civilians were registered in November. The total of civilian casualties 
recorded since end-1994 remains at 3,033, including 738 children (612 wounded and 126 killed).  
 
UNICEF, with financial support from the Netherlands, continued to promote awareness of the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (CRC) among 86 school teachers, police workers and administration officials, including 
through 6 trainings/workshops that were conducted in Ackhoy-Martanovskiy, Gudermesskiy and Naurskiy 
districts of Chechnya. 
 
Mine Risk Education (MRE) in Chechnya 
In the virtual absence of Government-led civilian de-mining activities in Chechnya, MRE activities remain a 
vital instrument to contribute to the decrease of the mine/UXO impact on the civilian population. UNICEF 
continued to work through its community-based MRE working groups (created with financial support from 
ECHO), the State Chechen Drama Theatre and VoM (with financial support from the UK and Dutch National 
Committees for UNICEF). Some 3,784 schoolchildren were also covered with MRE messages through drama 
presentations, VoM sessions and the dissemination of MRE posters and leaflets.  
 



 
 

 
 

 

Mine/UXO Survivor Assistance 
Within its physical rehabilitation programme for children with disabilities, UNICEF supported a one-month 
orthopedic training for a doctor from Grozny’s Republican Clinical Hospital (RCH) in St. Petersburg (Russian 
Scientific Research Institute of Traumatology and Orthopedics). A 10-day training has also been organized for 
two doctors from the same hospital at the Medical Institute in Moscow. Both initiatives have been promoted 
with financial support from the Dutch National Committee for UNICEF. UNICEF, through Grozny’s Prosthetic 
Workshop and with financial support from Germany and the Dutch National Committee for UNICEF, also 
supported the production of prosthetic devices and orthopedic footwear for 12 mine survivors 
 
Psychosocial Support and Vocational Training 
The psychosocial well-being of mine/UXO survivors and other disabled children has been addressed, with 
financial support from Germany and the UK National Committee for UNICEF, at the UNICEF-supported 
Psychosocial Rehabilitation Centre in Grozny, which is currently assisting some 27 children and their primary 
caregivers for individual and group counselling.    
  
UNICEF also continued to promote the socio-economic reintegration of the most vulnerable children through its 
vocational training on carpentry, tailoring, computing and football. During the reporting period, 60 children 
have been attending courses run by the Society for the Disabled, Grozny’s Technical College and VoM, with 
financial support from Germany and the Dutch National Committee for UNICEF.  A UNICEF-supported 
football team of disabled boys participated in the national football championship for the disabled, which was 
held in Moscow from 26 November through 4 December. The UNICEF-trained team was recognized as one of 
the best: Mr. Lunacharskiy, the President of the Federation of Football for the Disabled of Russia, and Mr. 
Kiyanskiy, the General Secretary of the Federation, sent a letter expressing their gratitude to UNICEF for its 
continuous support to the “Laman Az” team, and informing the organization that three members of its team will 
be playing for the national team of disabled in 2006.  
 
 
HEALTH 
 
Expanded Programme of Immunization (EPI) 
Within its child immunization programme, which is funded by US/BPRM and USAID, UNICEF initiated the 
implementation of a survey to assess the existing status of the cold chain system in 56 vaccination points in 
Ingushetia. The main objective is to identify gaps and develop a set of recommendations on how to improve and 
strengthen the existing cold chain infrastructure in the republic. In parallel, UNICEF aims to conduct the post-
distribution monitoring of the recently procured and distributed cold chain equipment in 56 health care facilities 
and 9 schools located in all 5 districts in Ingushetia. According to the findings of recent monitoring exercises, 
the demand for cold-chain equipment in health facilities has slightly decreased.  
 
Mother Empowerment Programme (MEP) 
UNICEF continued, with financial support from US/BPRM, the Netherlands and Sweden, to implement its 
MEP, in cooperation with the NGO Hammer Forum (HF), the Ingush Republican Disease Prevention Centre 
and Achkhoi-Martan’s Central District Hospital (Chechnya). The programme is aimed at raising mothers’ 
awareness on important child health care issues, including breastfeeding and immunization, as well as at 
training them on better parental care and issues related to the early recognition of common childhood illnesses. 
During the reporting period, HF training teams targeted 432 pregnant women, lactating mothers and mothers 
with under-5 children living in Temporary Accommodation Centres (TACs) located in Ponyatkova 11 Street in 
Grozny. In Ingushetia, 288 women residing in three IDP temporary settlements in Malgobek districts were also 
covered by HF.  In Achkhoi-Martan district, 560 women attended MEP training sessions held in Achkhoi-
Martan town, 320 women in Katir-Yurt, 210 women in Valerik, and 110 women in Samashki divisional 
hospital. The Ingush Republican Centre for Disease Prevention also conducted training sessions in 
Sleptsovskaya and Troitskaya and targeted 850 beneficiaries. In parallel, UNICEF also conducted distribution 
of 300 MEP brochures to health professionals, 13,840 breast-feeding brochures to MEP training participants 
and 30,000 medical registration forms to the Chechen Ministry of Health. 



 
 

 
 

 

Young People’s Health, Development and Participation (YPHD&P) and HIV Prevention 
UNICEF continued, with financial support from Canada, US/BPRM and USAID, to further implement 
programme activities that are aimed at raising awareness on HIV/AIDS and healthier life styles among young 
people and teenagers in Chechnya and Ingushetia. Three Youth Information Centres and three Youth Friendly 
Clinics, established by UNICEF in Grozny, Achkhoi-Martan (Chechnya) and Malgobek (Ingushetia), continued 
to provide local youth (through a youth-friendly approach) with a range of services, including counseling, 
medical and psychosocial support. The YPHD project is being implemented, with the active participation of the 
young people targeted, through several counterparts, including the Chechen Youth Committee, the Ingush 
Republican Children’s Hospital, the Association of Women-Doctors of Chechnya and the Women’s 
Rehabilitation Centre. UNICEF also organized a study tour to Saint-Petersburg’s Youth Centre ‘Yuventa’ for 12 
health care providers working in YFSs in Chechnya and Ingushetia. In parallel, two centres for psychosocial 
support, established by UNICEF in Chechnya and Ingushetia (in partnership with the Republican HIV/AIDS 
Centres and with financial support from US/BPRM and the Netherlands), worked closely with the existing 
YICs/YFCs with a view to providing care, support and counseling to people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA).   
 
 
WATER AND SANITATION PROGRAMME 
 
Water Purification and Distribution in Grozny 
Within the framework of this project, which is implemented by UNICEF in cooperation with the Polish 
Humanitarian Organization (PHO) and with financial support from ECHO, the total water delivery capacity in 
Grozny reached 852 cubic metres per day. About 115,000 residents of Grozny have been regularly served with 
safe drinking water, which has been transported by 20 trucks on 4-routes-per-day basis to 250 water distribution 
points, located in 34 medical facilities, 51 educational facilities, 7 TACs and 158 points in residential areas. 
About 90 water control tests (all positive) were conducted by the Sanitary and Epidemiological Station (SES) 
during the reporting time to ensure the quality of the water delivered, as well as to monitor the disinfection and 
treatment of the machinery and equipment. 
 
Hygiene Awareness-raising 
Within the context of this project activity, and in cooperation with the State Drama Theatre from Chechnya, 
UNICEF has been promoting safer hygiene practices, healthier life styles as well as the careful consumption of 
potable water among residents of Grozny, with financial support from ECHO and with a special focus on school 
and pre-school children, hospital patients and residents of the city. UNICEF also initiated, with financial support 
from ECHO, the printing of 50,000 pocket calendars, which will be distributed to beneficiaries in schools and 
pre-schools.         
 
 
SOCIAL RECOVERY 
 
Follow-up to the Beslan Crisis and Provision of Psycho-social Rehabilitation 
As stated by the North Ossetian Institute of Socio-Political Research, fears for the children remain the key 
problem for 47% of Beslan’s adult population. Psychologists working with children underscore that the stress of 
the parents significantly hinders the children’s rehabilitation. In response to such situation, UNICEF proposed 
an additional psychosocial intervention – family therapy – and made a commitment to make it a part of the 
workplan for the branch of the Republican Psychosocial Rehabilitation Centre which is planned to be opened in 
Beslan by UNICEF, with support from the French National Committee, in the end of February 2006.   
 
In the framework of its joint cooperation with the Ministry of Education (MoE) of North Ossetia and the 
Republican Rehabilitation Centre in Vladikavkaz, UNICEF continued to support the psychosocial rehabilitation 
of children and adults affected by the school siege of school n.1. In November 2005, 48 children from Beslan 
completed the rehabilitation course at the UNICEF-supported centre. The treatment techniques included 
relaxation, therapeutic games, physiotherapy, oxygen cocktails, stress relief sessions as well as massage. A total 
of 256 children have been diagnosed by the local psychologists, with support from student-volunteers from the 



 
 

 
 

 

local university. As a part of the project, a specialist from the Raul Wallenberg’s International University of the 
Family and Child (St. Petersburg) paid a monitoring/supervision visit to the Centre. He provided professional 
advice to nine families of crisis-affected children, conducted four individual psycho-emotional relief sessions 
and delivered three trainings for psychologists involved in the project. In addition, three specialists from the 
Centre have been trained in working with the UNICEF-provided BOS (biological feedback) cabinets.  
 
In the context of its emotional rehabilitation programme, which is funded by the German National Committee 
for UNICEF and implemented through the Centre of Ecological Education ‘Obninsk’, UNICEF continued the 
implementation of the ‘Thank You All Who Helped Beslan’ project, which aims at fostering the emotional 
healing of traumatised children. In November 2005, 10 pieces of IT and audio-visual equipment were provided 
to the Centre of Emotional Rehabilitation which was recently created in one of the two new schools of Beslan. 
Three workshops on ‘nature therapy’ were conducted for a total of 57 primary school teachers. 150 children 
have been involved in the programme through the preparation of materials for the ‘Thank You’ postcards, book 
and a mobile exhibition. In addition, 31 traumatized children, 10 parents and teachers from Beslan took part in 
the three-day autumn camp held in November in the local mountains.   
 
Following a request from the ministries of Education and Health of North Ossetia, and with financial support 
from the UK National Committee, UNICEF provided 41 pieces of medical equipment to the therapeutic 
department of the municipal district hospital in Beslan, as well as 66 tables, 66 chairs, 138 bookcases and 52 
small benches to 8 schools of Beslan.  

 
Psychosocial Assistance to Children in Chechnya 
With financial support from USAID, UNICEF, through the Russian Charity Foundation NAN, completed a 
Psychosocial Baseline Study (Stage 1) to assess the psychological state of Chechen children, as well as the 
availability and quality of the psychosocial programmes available (both governmental and non-governmental). 
The recommendations given by NAN focus on the urgent need for the establishment of a comprehensive system 
of psychosocial assistance for children I Chechnya – to be jointly coordinated by the government, the UN and 
the NGOs – as well as for the development of specific rehabilitation techniques. The detailed report will be 
circulated among all interested parties as soon as UNICEF receives comments from the Chechen ministries of  
Education, Health as well as and Labour and Social Development. 
 
Support from USAID has also allowed UNICEF to organise the first follow-up step to the study, e.g. a training 
for 38 school psychologists from Chechnya, who have been jointly selected by NAN and the Ministry of 
Education. The training has been facilitated by ‘Harmony’, the Russian Institute of Psychotherapy and 
Counseling (St. Petersburg). Four highly qualified trainers started a series of trainings on basic counselling 
techniques to be used in school. According to the recommendations provided by ‘Harmony’, 25 workshop 
participants have been selected to become UNICEF’s focal point for the school-based counselling network that 
UNICEF is planning to establish, jointly with the MoE, in 2006.  
    
Thanks to financial support from Canada, UNICEF – in cooperation with World Vision International –organised 
a successful series of events to mark the International Week of Science and Peace, with the involvement of 
1,022 IDP children residing in Ingushetia. ‘Science and peace’ lessons, along with contests for the best 
drawings, have been organised in all IDP schools. More than 200 winners of the contests have participated in 
the festival celebrating the closure of the alternative psychosocial event. 



 
 

 
 

 

 


