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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by Cairo 
and New York. It covers the period from 6 March to 7 March. The next report will be issued on or 
around 8 March. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 The Emergency Relief Coordinator launched a US$160 million Regional Flash Appeal for the Libyan 

Crisis on 7 March in Geneva. 
 The United Nations joint assessment mission returned from eastern Libya. It said that humanitarian 

agencies need to be prepared in case the situation deteriorates or continues for a longer period of 
time. 

 According to IOM, some 15 per cent of Libya’s foreign population has now left the country. 

 

II. Situation Overview 
 
The United Nations, partner agencies and the 
International Organization for Migration have prepared 
the Regional Flash Appeal for the Libyan Crisis. The 
$160 million plan spells out the funding required for the 
next three months to meet the current and projected 
needs of people who have fled, and for other affected 
people in Libya. The Emergency Relief Coordinator 
launched the appeal on 7 March in Geneva. 
 
The appeal is based on a planning scenario projecting 
up to 400,000 people leaving Libya - including the 
200,000 who have left to date - and another 600,000 
people inside Libya expected to need varying degrees of 
humanitarian aid.  
 
The appeal includes the current and planned actions of 
17 aid organizations: ACF-Spain, CARE International, 
FAO, Handicap International, IMC, IOM, IRC, Islamic 
Relief Worldwide, OCHA, Save the Children, UNDSS, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNOSAT, WFP and 
WHO. 
 
As of 7 March, 218,010 people had left Libya. They include 112,169 to Tunisia, 98,188 to Egypt, 2,205 to 
Niger and 5,448 to Algeria. 
 
The United Nations joint assessment mission returned to Cairo from eastern Libya on 6 March. Preliminary 
reports indicate that the humanitarian crisis is not severe in the parts of eastern Libya they visited. However, 
humanitarian agencies need to be prepared if the situation deteriorates, or if the state of unrest continues for 
a longer period of time.  
 
Nurses are urgently needed, including specialized nurses to care for the disabled, as many nurses in eastern 
Libya were foreigners and have left the country. 
 
Residents have reportedly been fleeing the oil port town of Ras Lanuf, 50km west of Benghazi, due to 
fighting in the area. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER/MIGRATION/POPULATION MOVEMENTS 
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According to IOM, some 15 per cent of Libya’s foreign population has now left the country. Although the vast 
majority of migrants were assisted to return to their home countries, thousands remain stranded at Libya’s 
borders. IOM estimates that as of 6 March, more than 22,500 migrants were still in need of evacuation. They 
are from Egypt (7,000), Tunisia (14,250), Niger (1,250) and Bangladesh (14,000). 
 
At the Tunisia border, a United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team arrived on 4 
March. It has established an On-Site Operations Coordination Centre to support assessment and 
coordination of humanitarian delivery. 
 
According to the WFP Logistics Coordinator in Djerba, Tunisia, the airport appears to have adequate 
capacity to handle incoming relief items. There also appears to be adequate availability of small (200-500 
m2) warehouses and local commercial trucking capacity in the region. IFRC is compiling a list of transporters 
in the region. 
  
In Egypt, IOM is liaising with embassies of countries of origin to issue travel documents to undocumented 
nationals who remain stranded at the border at Saloum. 
 
According to the Algerian authorities, some 2,721 people have crossed the border into Algeria at Debdeb, 
Tarat and Tin-Alkom since 3 March. Figures collected on the ground through the Algerian Red Crescent and 
the media indicate that an additional 2,727 people crossed the border between 21 February and 3 March, 
bringing the total number to 5,448 people. At least 548 of those who have crossed are Libyan. More than 500 
illegal sub-Saharan immigrants are being repatriated. As of 7 March, 770 people remain in three transit 
camps at the border. 
 
In Morocco, the media reports that about 4,000 people, including many women and children, arrived on 
Sunday at the port of Tangiers onboard two Moroccan ferries. The mainly Moroccan evacuees had been 
collected in Tripoli. They were received by workers from Morocco's Red Crescent and the Mohammed V 
Foundation. 
 
Needs:  
Libya: IOM has increased its appeal for the Libyan crisis to $49.2 million. This is mainly due to the need to 
evacuate up to 65,000 migrants, and to continue providing humanitarian assistance. 
 
Tunisia: An estimated 14,250 third-country nationals still need assistance. While the flow of migrants over 
the border has slowed, between 2,000 and 3,500 new arrivals are being registered each day. 
 
Shousha transit centre, managed by the Tunisian Army with the support of UNHCR and partners, is 
expanding. More tents have been installed but there is a need to increase WASH provisions/facilities in the 
camp. 
 
Egypt: IOM indicated that as of 6 March, nearly 5,800 people remain stranded at the Egyptian border, the 
majority at the Saloum crossing. Sanitation at the border area has improved but remains poor. 
 
Niger: Nothing Significant To Report (NSTR) 
 
Response:  
Libya: NSTR 
 
Tunisia: The IFRC and the Tunisian Red Cross and Crescent Societies are building a new transit centre 
approximately 7 km from the border and 2 km from the Shousha camp. This new camp will have a 10,000-
person capacity, providing shelter, health care, relief items, food and WASH facilities. 
 
Between 23 February and 4 March, over 3,650 patients were treated at the border health post. WHO has set 
up a disease early warning system at the border and pre-positioned emergency health kits at the regional 
hospital in Djerba. 
 
WFP is installing new facilities for food storage, including mobile warehouses (rubhalls). The first structure is 
almost complete. 
 
As of 6 March, 61,537 people were repatriated from Tunisia. The bulk of the flights were mainly to Egypt 
(236) and China (32).  
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Egypt: According to a UNICEF rapid assessment, 38 out of 62 toilets are now functioning at the Saloum 
border, which is up from six in recent days. The remaining toilets will be completed shortly. UNICEF is 
doubling water for sanitation, deploying cleaners, and purchasing an additional six water tanks (2,000 litres) 
and two pumps. 
 
Since 6 March, 4.4 metric tons of fortified date bars have been distributed to people on the Libya-Egypt 
border. The bars were received by UNHCR and distributed through the Egyptian Red Crescent. 
 
Niger: NSTR 
 
Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
 

 FOOD 
 
Needs: According to assessment results and information from local authorities, there is only a four-month 
food supply in the country, and the food supply chain is currently severed. This could soon have severe 
humanitarian consequences. 
 
Response: WFP in Libya is procuring wheat flour in Egypt to be pre-positioned for needs as they arise in 
Libya or elsewhere. ACTED is collecting basic food commodity price data on a weekly basis from Benghazi. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
 

 HEALTH 
 
Needs: Inside Libya, inadequate medical staff and shortages of drugs and medical supplies are a concern. 
WHO has warned that the medicine stocks available in Libya are insufficient and will be depleted within a few 
weeks. Concerned parties should act fast to ensure that supplies are replenished, and that humanitarian 
assistance is provided to bridge the gap and avoid potential adverse humanitarian consequences. 
 
Response: WHO, together with the Egyptian Ministry of Health, is deploying mobile clinics, along with 
mobile X-ray units, ultrasound facilities and specialist physicians, on the Libyan side of the Saloum border. 
Ten surgical kits recently crossed the Egypt-Libya borders into Libya. The kits, funded by the Government of 
Norway, are sufficient to cover 10,000 people for 10 days. 
 
A first dispatch of WHO emergency supplies comprising 20 tons of medicines and medical supplies has 
arrived in Benghazi. 
 
On 6 March, two ICRC medical teams comprising 10 surgeons and nurses joined forces with the Libyan 
medical and surgical teams in Benghazi and Ajdabya that are treating people wounded in the fighting. The 
first team was sent to Al Jalaa Hospital in Benghazi, which has received the bulk of the casualties since the 
crisis began. The second team was posted to Ajdabya Central Hospital, which has also received dozens 
injured in reported clashes in and around the city. These steps were taken in coordination with the Libyan 
Red Crescent and the Benghazi Health Committee following thorough discussions with all concerned. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: In Libya, health professionals are reported to be exhausted. There is a lack of drugs to 
treat non-communicable diseases and a shortage of medical supplies. 
 

 PROTECTION 
 
Needs: Various media sources reported fierce fighting between Government forces and the opposition 
across the country. This raises serious protection concerns for all civilians in Libya, including third-country 
nationals who may be in the vicinity of the hostilities. 
 
According to a doctor in Misrata cited by the media, children and the elderly are among 22 dead and more 
than 90 severely injured people in Misrata. 
 
Response: On 6 March, the Secretary-General expressed deep concern about the fighting in western Libya, 
noting that civilians were bearing the brunt of the violence. He called for an immediate halt of the 



OCHA Situation Report 
 

 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate 
effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  http://ochaonline.un.org 

4 

 

Government's disproportionate use of force and indiscriminate attacks on civilian targets. He stressed that 
those who violate international humanitarian law or commit grave crimes must be held accountable. He 
further called on the authorities to ensure the safety of all foreign nationals and unhindered access for 
humanitarian organizations to people in need. 
 
UNICEF has provided recreational equipment and psychosocial activities for children at the Saloum border. 
In addition, 25 Egyptian Red Crescent volunteers have been trained in psychosocial support, health and 
nutrition, and communication and monitoring in emergencies. 
  
Two child protection officers, including a Nutrition Specialist and Emergency Specialist, are monitoring 
children’s needs, providing assistance and maintaining coordination with local authorities at the Saloum 
border. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: Humanitarian agencies require assurances of safe and unimpeded access to western 
Libya. 
 

IV. Coordination 
 
UNDAC and OCHA are improving coordination mechanisms on the Tunisian border. The team moved to the 
new international compound set-up by the Italian Civil Protection in Shousha camp. The presence of main 
actors and of the Tunisian Civil Protection in the compound will contribute to enhancing coordination 
between international actors and national authorities. 
 
An Assessment Coordinator, deployed by OCHA, will launch a sampling-based assessment for the border, 
the Shousha camp and Djerba airport to get a better understanding of the humanitarian situation inside 
Libya. This assessment is being discussed with UNHCR, IOM and other humanitarian partners in the coming 
days, during which the methodology will be finalized. This assessment will also look at the issue of migrants 
who may not wish to return to their countries of origin.  
 
OCHA is coordinating interaction with groups engaged in various forms of mapping. Contact Andrej Verity at 
verity@un.org. 
 
For details of InterAction member agencies and their current activities in response to the situation in Libya, 
visit: www.interaction.org/crisis-list/interaction-members-respond-crisis-libya 
 

V. Funding 
 
The United Nations, the International Organization for Migration and partner agencies have prepared the 
Regional Flash Appeal for the Libyan Crisis. The $160 million plan spells out the funding required for the next 
three months to meet the current and projected needs of people who have fled, and for other affected people 
in Libya. 
 
According to the Financial Tracking Service, $83.5 million has been contributed and $10 million pledged from 
donors in response to the crisis.  
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform the Financial 
Tracking Service of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 
 

VI. Contact 
 
New York: 
Mr. David Carden 
Officer in Charge 
Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 212 963 5699 
E-mail: carden@un.org 
 
Ms. Heidi Kuttab 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 

mailto:verity@un.org
http://www.interaction.org/crisis-list/interaction-members-respond-crisis-libya
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Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 917 367 3365 
E-mail: kuttab@un.org 
 
Ms. Stephanie Bunker 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Public Information Unit, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 
E-mail: bunker@un.org 
 
Geneva: 
Mr. Thierry Delbreuve 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Tel: +41 (0) 22 917 1688 
E-mail: delbreuve@un.org 
 
Ms. Elisabeth Byrs 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
OCHA Geneva 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653 
byrs@un.org  
 
For more information, please visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 
www.reliefweb.int 
www.irinnews.org 
 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org or visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 
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