
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

THE UK AND PAKISTAN 
DFID is working with the government of Pakistan to increase enrolment, improve standards of education and 
provide young people with the skills they need to get jobs. We have programmes in Punjab and North West Frontier 
Province, and are designing a future plan for Balochistan.  
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Welcome to this newsletter 
of the Department for 
International Development - 
the government department 
leading the UK's fight 
against global poverty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This six monthly newsletter is 
designed to keep those in the 
UK with an interest in 
Pakistan informed of the 
work we are doing. This 
edition gives an overview of 
the challenges in education 
and what the UK is doing to 
help to improve the quality 
and access to education and 
increase enrolment of 
children in schools.  

 

“If we are to make any real, 
speedy and substantial 
progress, we must…..bring 
our educational policy and 
programme on the lines 
suited to the genius of our 
people, consonant with our 
history and culture, and 
having regard to the 
modern conditions and 
vast developments that 
have taken place all over 
the world”  

Quaid-i-Azam – Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah 

Education facts 
 At least 6 million primary 

school-age children are out 
of school and 42% have 
never gone to schools.  

 At least 188 schools have 
been destroyed in the conflict 
in Malakand (NWFP), 70% of 
these are girls’ schools.  A 
further 137 have been 
damaged.  

 The vocational education 
system provides only 
600,000 places for a youth 
population of 40 million. 

  Only 52% of primary aged 
girls are enrolled in schools 
compared to 59% of boys.  

 Only around 10% children 
complete secondary 
education.  

 Half the adult population is 
illiterate including a third of 
men and almost two-thirds of 
women.   

What is Pakistan doing 
for education? 
 55% of 5-9 year olds go to 

school compared to 42% in 
2001.  

 Government schools are free 
and include textbooks, and 
many girls receive stipends if 
they attend middle and 
secondary school. 

 A new National Education 
Policy, approved in 
November 2009, prioritises 
increasing enrolment and 
standards   

 In the conflict affected areas 
of the North West Frontier 
Province, the government is 
providing schooling for 
children from destroyed 
schools through double shifts 
in nearby schools, use of 
rented buildings, temporary 
structures and private 
schools. 

How is UKaid helping? 
  DFID is investing £250 million 

over the next five years to 
improve education and skills 
training in the North West 
Frontier Province, Punjab and 
Balochistan. 

 By 2013, our support is 
expected to help 5 million more 
children attend primary school 
and ensure 500,000 young 
people benefit from better 
technical and vocational 
training. 

 To help drive implementation 
of the new National Education 
Policy, DFID is supporting the 
Pakistan Education Taskforce. 

 In 2008/09, we provided £13.8 
million to North West Frontier 
Province to provide free 
textbooks for all pupils and 
monthly stipends to over 
300,000 girls. 

 We have committed £80m to 
support the Government of 
Punjab’s Education Reform 
Programme, which is also 
financed by the World Bank. 

 Together with the World Bank, 
we are helping Pakistan build 
a National Education 
Assessment System that 
measures learning standards. 

 

The enrolment rate of girls in primary education in Pakistan is the lowest in South Asia 
 

ON UK SUPPORT TO EDUCATION IN PAKISTAN  



       

 

 

Interested in finding out  
more about International 
Development? Why not 
subscribe to 'Developments' 
magazine. Developments is  
a free quarterly magazine 
produced by the Department  
for International Development  
to increase awareness of 
development issues.  

Contact us at: 
developments.org.uk/subscribe  

      

 
 

For more information about DFID 
Pakistan, write to us at: 

DFID Pakistan 
British High Commission 
Diplomatic Enclave 
Ramna 5 
Islamabad  
Pakistan 

Or visit: 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/where-we-
work/asia-south/pakistan/ 
 What is the Pakistan 

Education Task Force? 
The Pakistan Education Task 
Force is a national initiative 
commissioned by Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister to support the 
implementation of the new 
National Education Policy. A 
Secretariat funded by DFID 
supports its work. The initial work 
of the Task Force was to set key 
priorities that will establish 
national standards for schools, 
improve monitoring of these 
standards, and harness 
government, private and 
charitable resources to increase 
enrolment and achievement. 

Sir Michael Barber, a leading 
British educationalist co-chairs 
the Pakistan Education Task 
Force with Shahnaz Wazir Ali, 
Special Assistant to the Prime 
Minister on Social Sectors. He 
has undertaken a number of 
visits to Pakistan to help 
establish and guide the work of 
the Task Force. Initial work of the 
PETF has involved workshops 
and meetings in Islamabad, the 
Punjab and NWFP as well as 
visiting a variety of government 
and private schools.  

DFID on Gender in 
Education 
UNICEF launched a bibliography 
on Gender in Education in March 
2010 to kick start the 
International Women’s Day 
celebrations. DFID supports 
UNICEF’s Gender in Education 
Policy Support Project to 
strengthen understanding of 
gender issues by policy-makers, 
planners and managers. To find 
out more about the programme, 
please visit the following links:  

http://www.gepsp.moe.gov.pk/  

http://www.gepsp.moe.gov.pk/upl
oad/publication/Annotatedbibliogr
aphyMQ1stDec08.pdf 
 

 

A reason to hope 
Hashim and Zafar are performing extremely well in class 
since the introduction of interactive teaching and learning 
practices at their primary school in Dhok Hassu, Rawalpindi. 
Hashim starts his day at school and from there goes to the 
local market to manage a fruit stall until nine at night. 
Similarly, Zafar is employed at his uncle’s automobile 
workshop where he works until midnight.   

The creative teaching methods make learning fun and easy 
to remember for children who work to support their families. 
With their hectic routine, interactive learning provides a 
chance to these children to have a better future. DFID is 
working towards improving the quality and delivery of 
education in Pakistan by supporting such initiatives.  

We have committed £80 million to support the Government 
of Punjab’s Education Reform Programme, which is also 
financed by the World Bank. The programme is also 
introducing child centred teaching and learning methods in 
public school classrooms in Rawalpindi. Our support will 
help put a further 2.7 million children into school and 
improve learning outcomes. By 2013, UKaid is expected to 
help 5 million more children attend primary school.  

 

 

Education Task Force Team visiting a school 

UKaid is helping to 
introduce child 
centered teaching 
practices in public 
schools 


