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BACKGROUND 
 
Approximately 2.3 million people have been displaced since May 2 by conflict in the North‐West Frontier Province 
(NWFP), Pakistan in what UN officials are calling “the largest and swiftest” displacement crisis to take place 
anywhere in the world in recent years. Civilians continue to flood out of conflict zones on a daily basis. To date, 
the majority of displaced are residing with host families in neighboring districts and approximately 130,950 are 
staying in a total of 16 camps throughout the region. International Medical Corps is supporting relief efforts for 
the communities of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Swabi District through the provision of basic health 
services in Yar Hussain Mera camp and mobile medical units to host populations and IDPs residing in these 
communities.  From May 14 ‐16, International Medical Corps conducted a rapid assessment in Yar Hussain camp in 
Swabi (596 households; 3,576 population) and in Sheikh Shezad camp in Mardan District  (1,354 households; 8,065 
population) and among IDPs in transit in Swabi, to assess the perceived needs and intentions of the rapidly 
growing IDP population in NWFP.  
 
SURVEY METHODS  
 
A representative sample of households was selected from each camp through systematic random sampling of 
approximately every sixth household (119 households in Yar Hussain camp and 216 households in Sheikh Shezad 
camp; see Table 1 for a description of the survey sample).  A convenience sample of IDPs in transit (n=65) in Swabi 
District was also interviewed. Participants gave their informed consent to be interviewed and were allowed to 
stop the survey at any time. Thirteen of the households in the camps that were approached did not complete the 
survey (five were refusals and eight initiated but did not finish).  A 10‐member assessment team comprised of five 
male and 5 female International Medical Corps staff administered the surveys.  
 
KEY FINDINGS 
 
DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
Table 1: Demographic information for Respondents  

 
Survey population Location of Origin 

  
Camp Name 

Male Female Total Buner Swat Lower Dir Other/ no 
response 

Yar Hussain Mera  42  67  109  87%  7%  0%  6% 
Sheikh Shezad  89  124  213  56% 42%  0%  2%  
IDPs in Transit  39 26   65  0%  66%  29%  5% 
Total   170  217  387         
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• Nearly one in five (18%) of IDP households interviewed in transit reported being headed by females.  A 
smaller proportion of families (only 8%) in Yar Hussain camp reported being headed by females during 
displacement.   

• For those living in the two camps, 50% of household members were children under age 14 and 10% were 
over age 50.    

• There is a small but significant portion of the IDP population with special health needs: one‐fifth of women 
of child‐bearing age are pregnant and approximately 10% of people are physically disabled, mentally 
disabled, have a serious or chronic illness, or are seriously injured. 

• The main source of income prior to displacement for most respondents was either daily labor or land and 
livestock cultivation; 43% owned land in their place of origin.   

• More than 70% of respondents have had no formal education. 
 

DISPLACEMENT ISSUES 
 
• Half of the respondents left their homes 1‐2 weeks ago, and a third left in the past 7 days.  Very few left 

more than 2 weeks ago.  Of the IDPs in transit, almost half (42%) had been travelling for the past two days.   
• Of people living in the camps, 28% had lived in displacement elsewhere before arriving at the camp, most 

having stayed with friends or family.  A majority (72%) of the IDPs in transit plan on staying in a camp 
while 26% were planning to move elsewhere, typically to the homes of family or friends.  

• The majority of IDPS in transit (94%) intend to register with UNHCR.  
• Over two‐thirds (70%) of respondents are in displacement with their entire family.  Of those who are not, 

family members stayed in their place of origin usually to look after household possessions.  
• A vast majority of people (87%) who are living in camps did not have enough time to gather their 

belongings—37% had fewer than 6 hours between the decision to leave and their actual departure, and 
another 21% had only 6‐12 hours. 

• Approximately 1 in 10 households reported a family member had died or was injured as a result of the 
conflict in their area of origin.   

 
ACCESS TO BASIC AMMENITIES AND INFORMATION ON SERVICES 

• Respondents in the two camps typically have received food aid, water, household items, health services, 
and shelter.   

• The majority of assistance to IDPs in camps was provided by NGOs, the UN, and the Pakistani government, 
and in the Yar Hussain camp by individuals as well (60%). 

• The majority of respondents in the camps reported having enough food for their household needs (84% of 
respondents in Yar Hussain and 91% of respondents in Sheikh Shezad). Most of the food provided was 
already prepared. Water generally was provided to camp residents by tank or truck; 77% of those in 
Sheikh Shezad and 87% of those in Yar Hussain indicated they had enough water for their household 
needs. 

• Fewer than half of respondents reported that latrine facilities and bathing facilities in the camps were 
adequate.  Families must access communal latrines and bathing facilities and this creates access problems, 
particularly among women for the highly conservative IDPs. Respondents in the camps also report a lack 
of adequate access to cooking equipment and proper garbage disposal (Figure 1).   

• Half of the respondents report having no access to information regarding services for displaced persons.   
• Although most respondents in the Yar Hussain camp report feeling safe, 19% of respondents in the Sheikh 

Shezad camp do not feel safe. They indicate harassment as the main reason for their insecurity.  
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Figure 1: Access to Basic Ammenities

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Enough food
for family

Enough
water for

family

Adequate
access to
cooking
utensils

Sufficient
access to
latrines

No way to
dispose of
garbage

No access
to bathing
facilities

Do not feel
safe in the

camp

Pe
rc

en
t o

f r
es

po
nd

en
ts

Yar Hussain Mera
Sheikh Shezad

 

ASSISTANCE NEEDS 

• Respondents identified the following among their top health priorities: obtaining treatment for acute 
illnesses, child health care, care for physical trauma, chronic illness, and mental health issues (Figure 2).   

Figure 2: Health Needs of Survey Respondents
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• People in transit cited shelter as their greatest need while in displacement (95%), followed by access to 
food (83%), access to basic water and sanitation and electricity (55%) and health services (51%). 

• IDPs already in camps were most concerned with access to basic services such as water, sanitation, and 
electricity (81% in Sheikh Shezad; 77% in Yar Hussain), followed by financial assistance (36% in Sheikh 
Shezad; 46% Yar Hussain Mera) and health services (44% in Sheikh Shezad; 36% in Yar Hussain).  



Assessment of IDP needs in the Yar Hussain camp, Sheikh Shehzad camp, and of IDPs in transit in Pakistan, 2009 
Page 4 of 4 

 

 

INTENTIONS TO RETURN 
 

• The overwhelming majority of respondents (90%) indicated a desire to return home, however most (74%) 
had no idea when they would be able to do so.   

• Physical safety and an end to the conflict were the main conditions for return cited by the displaced.  
Among IDPs in transit, 80% indicated that physical safety would need to be assured for them to return to 
their place of origin.  Most of the IDPs who settled in Yar Hussain and Sheikh Shezad camps (70%) 
indicated that their place of origin would need to be cleared of militants in order for them to return.  

Figure 4: Conditions for Return to Place of Origin
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The preliminary findings from this assessment highlight the scale and intensity of the displacement crisis currently 
underway in NWFP, Pakistan. Despite widespread efforts to meet the basic needs of the growing population of 
IDPs, there continue to be critical gaps in assistance. Primary among these gaps is the lack of information among 
IDPs about what services are available and where to access them. While most respondents within the camps are 
currently satisfied with the amount of food available and with access to health care, there is widespread concern 
regarding the critical lack of hygiene and sanitation services. As the camp population expands, this will pose a 
crucial threat to the health and well‐being of the population. Equally significant are the psychosocial needs of the 
population given that the majority left their homes very quickly, in many cases after experiencing the death or 
injury of a family member. Assistance for physical and emotional trauma is needed. It is clear from this survey that 
respondents would like to return to their places of origin as soon as possible, however they have no idea when this 
will be. The most important conditions respondents identified in order to return is that the area is clear of 
militants and that their physical safety is ensured. 

 


