
Violent extremism threatens the security and fundamental 
rights of citizens all over the world, and undermines the 
attempts of many countries to achieve sustainable peace. 
Many violent extremist organizations recruit disenfranchised 
youth and incite them to commit acts of violence. 

The way youth resilience manifests itself is highly dependent 
on its social, economic and political environments. When 
youth are provided with opportunities for participation, they 
are more likely to capitalize on their resilience constructively, 
thus becoming very valuable assets in peacebuilding. 

Youth are essential actors in contributing to 
peacebuilding processes. They are among the most 
affected by conflict and can play important roles as agents 
of positive change. UNESCO aims to create opportunities 
for young people to practice new forms of global solidarity 
so that they can become engaged as change-makers and 
peacebuilders in their communities and wider societies, and 
promote a constructive vision of young people as leaders. 

Enhancing youth resilience and building peace

Youth as Peacebuilders

1.2
Youth make up almost

 billion of the 
world’s population

and this number is expected to grow. 

At least 
youth 
(aged 15-29)

is affected by violence 
or armed conflict in some way (as of 2016).
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UNESCO’s framework for action on resilience and peacebuilding is structured in three areas:

nn Youth empowerment and inclusion: 
yy Foster youth participation in peace and security decision-making processes, thus 
supporting good governance.
yy Engage with Member States, partner organizations and other stakeholders to develop 
national youth policies.
yy Support the design and implementation of youth-driven actions and initiatives for 
resilience and peacebuilding.
yy Support Member States in the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 2250, 
for the inclusion of young people in peacebuilding processes. 

nn Global advocacy and awareness-raising: 
yy Organize events to give visibility to young people participating in peacebuilding 
processes and to raise stakeholder awareness of PVE-related topics.
yy Develop visibility and communications actions that sensitize (both online and offline) on 
resilience, peacebuilding and violence prevention. 
yy Support research actions on violence and radicalization to better understand the social, 
political and economic factors that lead to violent extremism. 
yy Foster knowledge exchange and transfer of good practices at local and regional levels.

nn Capacity development: 
yy Strengthen local resilience and equip youth (including youth organizations) with values, 
knowledge and skills to exchange, communicate and cooperate peacefully across social 
and cultural boundaries, and to meaningfully engage in civic processes.
yy Strengthen youth capacities to counter false or violent narratives.
yy Elaborate knowledge products and pedagogical materials.

We believe that nurturing young people’s resilience and supporting their right to use their 
knowledge, perspectives and experiences will allow them to be agents of positive change. 

What UNESCO does
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The 2017-2018 Project “Reducing Youth Extreme Violence through 
ICTs in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras,”

funded by the Spanish Agency for International Development focused on empowering 
young people to live in peace and prevent violence through information and communication 

technologies (ICTs). For each country, policy briefs with ad hoc recommendations on the 
prevention of youth violence using ICTs were drafted, and positioned the inclusion of ICTs in 
public policies aimed at youth and violence prevention. This helped to include, in the public 

discussion agenda, the views of youth and the role of ICTs in the prevention of violence, 
through webinars, discussions with young influencers, policy makers and ICT companies. The 

project promoted youth engagement through innovative methodologies, such as three youth-
led digital tools for the prevention of violence and hackathons which reached over 100 youth 

leaders, resulting in 20 projects, and counted on 50 mentors and 30 institutional partnerships. 

There is increased interest in the role of sport combined with skills 
training as a tool for peace and violence prevention.
As such, it is also important to better understand how sport and sport-based learning can 
be used to target risk factors and protective factors related to violent extremism, in order to 
design more effective projects and programmes. Likewise, it will help in further empowering 
young people to prevent violent extremism by providing new tools and skills through 
alternative channels. UNODC and UNESCO collaborated to organize an expert group meeting 
on this topic and a mapping of sport for PVE initiatives. 

In partnership with the Hariri Foundation for Sustainable Human 
Development, UNESCO implements a project titled “Enhancing 

Research Linkage for a State of Knowledge in Lebanon” (2018-2019),
which aims to strengthen the role of universities as key knowledge production institutions, 

backing up decision-making processes. A series of actions were carried out bringing together 
researchers and decision-makers to identify solutions to prevent violent extremism, initiate 

policy-oriented and/or action-oriented research and dialogue for/with youth, and strengthen 
youth capacities for translating evidence into policy and action in relation to PVE as part 
of the National PVE strategy process. In 18 months, four UNESCO Management of Social 

Transformation (MOST) Schools and two research roundtables leading to 16 research papers 
and 25 policy briefs were conducted. UNESCO will also support the drafting of the new 

National PVE action plan, with a focus on education and youth empowerment.

The UNESCO-UNOCT Project 
“Preventing Violent Extremism through Youth 
Empowerment in Jordan, Libya, Morocco and Tunisia,” 
co-funded by Canada, aims at enhancing local youth-driven initiatives 
through an inclusive, multi-disciplinary and participatory approach across 
education, culture, and communication and information to prevent violent 
extremism. Since its launch in April 2018, the project has reached over 
2,000 young people through capacity development and training workshops 
(+30), seminars and international conferences (+15), and the elaboration 
studies, toolkits and publications.
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We believe that youth are uniquely positioned to understand their communities, be innovative 
in identifying solutions, and be agents of change despite challenging circumstances. In line with 
our Operational Strategy on Youth (2014-2021), our approach to meaningfully engaging with 
youth entails working with youth as change-makers and partners, and not solely as beneficiaries. 
We recognize that increased investment in the success and resilience of young people is 
a necessary step in preventing extreme violence. 

Therefore, we partner with youth who are actively 
engaged in peacebuilding activities, working to foster 
inclusion, embrace diversity, and protect human rights. 
This network is further consolidated by partnerships 
with media institutions, education stakeholders and 
policymakers, and practitioners trained to facilitate 
roles for enhancing global citizenship and peace. 

Supporting UNESCO’s actions to strengthen youth 
resilience at local, national and regional levels, means 
directly contributing to SDG 16 (Promote just, peaceful 
and inclusive societies), Security Council resolution 
2250 (2015) on Youth, Peace and Security (YPS), the UN 
Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, the Plan of Action to 
Prevent Violent Extremism and the UN Youth Strategy 
(Youth2030). In this way, support for UNESCO’s work means harnessing the agency of youth and 
recognizing their important role in peacebuilding and the prevention of violence. By supporting 
UNESCO, partners contribute to providing youth with the resilience, competencies and confidence 
to participate fully in the development of their societies and foster a culture of peace.

In its work on youth, UNESCO benefits 
from the expertise of UNESCO Chairs 
that conduct research on PVE-
related topics. The Chairs include: 
the UNESCO Chair in Children, Youth 
and Civic Engagement, National 
University of Ireland; the UNESCO 
Chair in Community, Leadership, 
and Youth Development, Penn 
State University (USA); and the 
UNESCO Chair for the Prevention of 
Radicalization and Violent Extremism, 
Universities of Sherbrooke, Concordia 
and Quebec (Canada). 

Engaging with us
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