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There are growing protection concerns for refugees living in
inhumane overcrowded conditions in Dadaab camps in north-eastern
Kenya, amid continued uncertainties about refugee relocation to an
extended site. Kenya is home to 421 872 refugees (as at 30
November 2010) with the majority of 294 979 living in Dadaab
camps. Dadaab was initially constructed to host 90, 000
refugees and currently holds over three times its capacity
a situation that has led to a spillage of refugees living on the
fringes of the camp in poor conditions and exposed to protection
challenges. Nairobi and Kakuma host 46, 683 and 80, 210
refugees respectively. Source: UNHCR - Nov 2010.
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The 2010 EHRP is currently funded at 65 per cent with USD 392
million from the requested US$ 605 million. Livestock body conditions remain fair in the some districts but at risk

of deterioration as pastures start to dwindle because of poor rains
performance and manifestation of drought signals.  Common livestock
diseases like CCP, anaplasmosis and enterotoxaemia have been
reported in in Samburu. As pastures, browse and water sources
decline, livestock out-migrations to dry grazing areas have been
reported in Moyale, Turkana, and Marsabit. The situation appears
to be stable in Garissa and Samburu. (FAO, ALRMP)

The Kenya Food Security Steering Group has indicated that the Short
Rains Assessment will be conducted from 11th January 2011, with
presentation of results expected by the 15th/17th February 2010.
The assessment is expected to provide quantitative data on impacts of
La Nina and inform interventions. Meanwhile, humanitarian actors are
mobilizing themselves for early action to mitigate against severe drought
impacts. There are currently 1.2 million people on general food distribution
and it is anticipated that beneficiary figures may increase because of poor
rains in the Oct-Dec 2010 short rains season. (Source: GoK/ KFSSG)

The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister and  Ministry of Local
Government has welcomed the comprehensive work plan
developed by OCHA and UN-Habitat and aimed at addressing
monitoring and assessment needs through multi-dimensional
response including food security, water and sanitation, security/
conflict, access, health etc. The work plan is expected to feed into
the development of the Kenya Urban Policy currently under
development. The MoLG stated that declining rural economies
have pushed thousands of poor vulnerable populations into urban
areas, where unfortunately social services have diminished and
most municipal programs have been structural (infrastructure)
and not pro-poor. (Source: OCHA/UN-Habitat, MoLG )

Water points are reported to have dried up in Moyale, Turkana,
Wajir and Mandera where water trucking has already been
initiated. (Source: ALRMP)

The resettlement for the families in 20 Self Help Groups is
progressing but with many challenges. Out of 7, 328 families, only
1, 090 households have been resettled on 3, 159 acres (as 2.25
acres per family policy introduced last year).   The Ministry of
Lands has acquired 2,264 acres of Land at the Mau Narok, Tipis
area and conducting some surveys and planning to enable
resettlement. Controversies over land in the Narok area have
halted the resettlement of IDPs. (Source : MoSSP)

There is also concern for cholera to re-emerge because of water
scarcities and resulting hygiene & sanitation practices that get
compromised.  Meanwhile reduced milk availability is already being
reported in Turkana, Marsabit, Mandera, Moyale except for Garissa
and Samburu where improvements have been reported in body
conditions and milk availability.  (Source: GoK)

Humanitarian operations in December 2010 focused on planning for humanitarian implications of the International Criminal Court (ICC) proceedings to name six key persons suspects
of instigating violence in the 2007/08 post-election melee. The upcoming South Sudan Referendum has also been a key agenda for humanitarian actors in Kenya. Other challenges
include continued refugee influx in the north-eastern region, drought La Nina impacts and unresolved IDP issues. 
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Resource based conflicts have reduced in most of the districts but
cross border conflicts have increased in Turkana. Conflict over
diminishing resources is likely to intensify in other districts.  In
Wajir, few cases of conflict over water and pastures were reported
in Wajir/Moyale boundaries and along the Kenya /Somalia border.
Tensions and potential for conflict over resources and historical
hostilities remain high in Pokot North District especially in Alale’s
Sasak, Nauyapong and Ompolion. (Source: ALRMP)
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The drought effects of La Nina are strongly manifesting in the arid
and semi-arid lands in the eastern belt of Kenya. Pastoral livestock
driven and agro-pastoral livelihoods are at high risk of severe
deterioration to conditions experienced during the severe drought
of 2009. Recovery strides made in 2010 after good El Nino rains
are being undermined by the harsh dry conditions impacting on
water availability, migration patterns and impacts on security,
food security and child nutrition, and health. Grazing distances
to the remaining available but depleting pasture zones is
increasing and impacting on livestock body conditions- which
ultimately reflect the market value of animals and the income
that pastoralists earn to buy basic foods. The reduced income
realized from the sale of animals means families do not earn
enough to buy adequate and balanced meals for their families
a situation that impacts of child health and results in
malnutrition. (Source:  ALRMP, Fewsnet)
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