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Pledges and contributions 

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) is pleased to acknowledge the receipt, for 2008, of 
eight new contributions (as of 30 April) totalling $64,381,400. 
They were made by Algeria ($10,000), Antigua and Barbuda 
($5,000), Brazil ($50,000), Croatia ($34,000), the Netherlands 
($63,900,000), Portugal ($312,400), Trinidad and Tobago 
($20,000) and the United Arab Emirates ($50,000). 

OCHA encourages all Member States to turn their pledges 
into contributions as soon as possible, because these donations 
ensure that the CERF, as a strategic financial instrument of 
donor governments, assists the most vulnerable populations 
suffering from a disaster or a conflict. 

Country highlights 

In April 2008, the Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) 
approved over $19.9 million in grants from the CERF’s 
window for rapid response. 

ANGOLA – Heavy rains and flooding since early 2008 are 
worsening a cholera outbreak. The provinces of Cunene, Kuando 
Kubango and Benguela have fatality rates as high as 26 percent in 
infected people. 

Using a $1.2 million CERF grant, the UN Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) 
are distributing home-level water and hygiene kits to 2,500 
families, including water purification tablets, jerry cans, water 
dispensers and soap. They are also distributing water 
treatment solution to 60,000 households to make water safe 
for consumption. 

A $274,000 CERF grant is enabling the International 
Organisation for Migration (IOM) to distribute non-food items 
(NFIs), such as blankets and clothes, as well as cleaning, 
hygiene and kitchen kits to 12,000 and shelter supplies to 8,000 
who have been displaced in Kuando Kubango province. 

BANGLADESH – Rodents have destroyed a significant portion 
of the food crops in the Chittagong Hill Tracts region, causing 
food insecurity in several districts. The next crops will only be 
planted in August or September, creating a five-month gap in 
the food production. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) is using $1 million 
from the CERF to provide rice and other food commodities 
that it will distribute with local non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) to 128,000 beneficiaries. 

UNRWA is expanding its food aid in the West Bank          [Photo: UNRWA]

COMOROS – The health situation in Anjouan needs to be 
immediately addressed, as basic social services were interrupted 
during the six months prior to the military operation in March 
that allowed the central government to regain control of the 
renegade island. 

A United Nations mission reported that six out of seven 
district health centres are partially operational. Nevertheless, the 
19 health posts at community level are not in service because 
they lack qualified personnel, drugs and equipment. Over the 
last six months, malnutrition rates have gone up, affecting 
especially women and children. Therapeutic feeding centres are 
closed or not properly working. 

Because vaccination facilities do not have refrigerators and 
enough antigens, the number of cases involving measles, 
malaria, typhoid fever, gastro-intestinal infections and cholera 
are on the rise. Maternal mortality is high, and unsafe abortions 
are frequent, leading to many deaths among adolescents. In 
addition, the logistical capacities of the national authorities are 
not strong enough to deliver essential health supplies in a timely 
manner.  

A $534,000 CERF allocation is enabling UNICEF, WFP 
and the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) to help restore 
essential health care services and respond to immediate 
nutrition needs of the most vulnerable. Activities include a 
vaccination campaign for 8,000 children under five, 10,300 
pregnant women and 32,900 women of child-bearing age. 



The UN agencies are also providing de-worming and 
vitamin A supplementation, as well as 100,000 oral rehydration 
salts sachets to reduce mortality, in particular among 3,000 
malnourished children under five. The project is also restoring 
the emergency obstetric maternal care and helping health 
personnel monitor epidemic-prone disease outbreaks and 
quickly respond to minimize related casualties. 

ERITREA – In late 2007, over 20,000 internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) returned to Gash Barka as the result of a joint 
operation by the Government of Eritrea and the United 
Nations. An additional 11,000 IDPs are currently resettling in 
Debub Region, either in their ancestral homes or in new 
locations. Due to their continued stay in overcrowded camps, 
their vulnerability has increased, affecting their ability to 
develop crops and sustain their basic food security needs. 

A CERF grant of almost $1 million is enabling the UN 
Development Programme (UNDP) to provide agricultural 
assistance in preparation for the next rainy season to the 
displaced and the returnees. The UN agency is supplying 
farming hand tools and distributing seeds to the beneficiaries 
and assisting them in ploughing and planting crops. 

NIGER – Some areas in northern and eastern Niger 
experienced several dangerous events in late 2007, including the 
detonation of road mines, armed ambushes and carjacking of 
vehicles belonging to international NGOs. As a consequence 
the United Nations issued a ban for its staff and NGO 
personnel to undertake long-distance road travel to various 
parts of the country. This decision severely affected the 
humanitarian community’s ability to reach many people in 
need, because domestic airlines do not provide the necessary 
services.

WFP is using a $700,000 CERF allocation to initiate an 
alternate air transport for aid workers through the UN 
Humanitarian Air Services (UNHAS). UNHAS is providing 
reliable and cost-efficient transportation inside the country to 
Tahoua, Agadez, Diffa, Maradi and Zinder and to the Sahel 
region, using one aircraft based in Niamey. 

OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY – In the West 
Bank, Palestinians are subject to stringent closures and 
restrictions on movement which seriously limit access to 
services, goods, markets and land, as well as the potential for 
economic growth. Some 34 percent of the population is food-
insecure with levels reaching almost 40 percent among refugees. 
Rising food and fuel costs make it very difficult for most 
Palestinian households to purchase basic food commodities. 

As a result the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) is 
expanding its food aid in the West Bank to more than twice the 
number of families it had previously planned for. With a CERF 
allocation of close to $2.5 million, it is providing food parcels, 
containing flour, rice, sugar, sunflower oil, lentils and powdered 
milk, to 32,600 families over three months. 

WFP is using a CERF grant of $2.5 million to fill a six-week 
gap in its pipeline of food assistance in the West Bank, a two-
year operation. The programme is benefiting 98,000 Palestinians 
(in addition to the population of the UNRWA project). The food 
ration includes wheat flour, chickpeas, oil, sugar and salt. 

SRI LANKA – The armed conflict is deteriorating the 
security situation in the country. An estimated 5,000 IDPs will 
depend on food aid over the next several months. Fishing 
restrictions affect the livelihoods of residents in the north-
eastern districts, while the local agriculture has decreased due to 
a lack of inputs. With few existing job opportunities, fishing, 
farming and labourer households have been unable to earn a 
regular income to cover the costs of their basic needs. 

FAO is providing Sri Lankans with seeds to grow vegetables        [Photo: FAO]

Using a $200,000 CERF grant, IOM is providing 
emergency shelter to 1,200 IDPs. A $1.6 million CERF 
allocation is enabling the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) to 
protect displaced people living in camps and staying with host 
families, giving them freedom of movement and access to basic 
services. UNHCR is seeking to prevent cases of sexual and 
gender-based violence and responding to abuses. It is also 
assisting IDPs to obtain civil documentation. 

CERF funding of $2.3 million is enabling WFP to 
distribute daily basic food baskets, containing cereal, oil, pulses 
and sugar, to 817,000 people. WFP is supplying additional 
fortified foods, including corn soya blend and rice, to pregnant 
or breastfeeding women and children under five. Using a 
$600,000 CERF grant, WFP is also setting up a humanitarian 
air service with an aircraft transporting UN and NGO staff and 
cargo to vulnerable displaced populations in remote areas. 

With $225,000 from the CERF, UNICEF is providing mine 
risk education and awareness sessions to 15,000 newly resettled 
individuals. At the same time it is advocating for armed groups to 
set free recruited child soldiers within a three-month period, 
while supporting the reintegration of those who are released. 



Another UNICEF project, using $680,000 from the CERF, is 
supplying safe drinking water to 50,000 beneficiaries in IDP 
camps and living with host families who desperately need access 
to drinking water, hygiene and additional or basic sanitation 
facilities. A $400,000 CERF grant is enabling UNICEF to treat 
4,000 malnourished children through community-based nutrition 
rehabilitation programmes. Some 50,000 children under five are
receiving micro-nutrient supplements, while pregnant women 
and children are taking part in parasite control programmes. 
UNICEF is also distributing high-energy biscuits at maternal and 
child health clinics to approximately 20,000 children under five 
and 11,000 pregnant women. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is 
supporting farmers so they can resume their activities to re-
establish the necessary food levels for IDPs and host families 
with a $400,000 CERF allocation. The UN agency is delivering 
paddy seeds and fertilizer to 350 households, cowpea, green 
gram, groundnut and finger millet seeds to 5,200 families, and 
vegetable seeds to 2,400 families. In addition, FAO is supplying 
20,000 backyard poultry to 2,000 farmers in multiple districts. 

With a $125,000 CERF grant, UNFPA is able to provide 
health services, including immunization, reproductive health, 
emergency mental health care and treatment of chronic disease, 
to IDPs and host families in remote locations. It is deploying 
auxiliary health workers and dispatching basic emergency 
medicine, supplies and reproductive health equipment. 

SUDAN – The recent fighting that erupted in the Northern 
Corridor of West Darfur between government forces and rebel 
troops led to the displacement of an additional 57,000 individuals. 

UNICEF is using a grant of almost $2 million from the 
CERF to jump-start several humanitarian programmes. 
Activities include the provision of non-food and emergency 
shelter items, such as blankets, sleeping mats, jerry cans, plastic 
sheeting and women’s clothing to the affected population. 
Another project is aiming to ensure access to primary health 
care for some 150,000 individuals, including 70,000 women and 
children, who are receiving essential drugs and maternal health 
services. In addition, the UN agency is supplying bed nets for 
protection against malaria to 10,000 households, as well as ten 
fridges and ten cold boxes to re-establish the cold chain system 
for routine vaccination activities. 

Water and sanitation facilities came under attack during the 
recent offensive, leaving 15,000 IDPs in urgent need of water 
supply and sanitation services, while 48,500 people are at risk of 
a disease outbreak. UNICEF is regularly chlorinating water 
sources and constructing new facilities to ensure access to 
drinking water to 29,000 beneficiaries. It is also providing 1,000 
temporary household latrines to 9,000 community members 
and sanitation facilities to 1,400 school children. In addition, 

the UN agency is distributing over 28,000 cartons of soap 
alongside hygiene promotion messages. Finally, UNICEF is 
setting up temporary learning spaces for 10,000 children and 
supporting teachers, parents and community leaders to manage 
these classrooms. It is also organizing catch-up classes and 
providing emergency alternative learning programs. 

The conflict in the Northern Corridor has also further 
compromised the health care system due to the destruction of 
facilities. WHO is using a CERF allocation of almost $350,000 
to restore health care services in ten locations and strengthen 
the surveillance of communicable diseases, such as acute 
respiratory tract infections, malaria, measles and diarrhoea, by 
supplying communication equipment and trained staff. The 
entire project is aiming to assist some 150,000 people, of which 
20,000 to 30,000 are still displaced. 

With a $535,000 CERF grant, WFP is renting a fixed wing 
aircraft for three months to serve southern West Darfur. This 
contract will release helicopters that are currently used in the 
region for humanitarian activities to handle instead the 
increased demands to deliver light cargo, consisting of non-
food items, to north-western locations. 

TAJIKISTAN – A locust outbreak in the country is affecting 18 
provinces and is significantly higher than in previous years, thus 
posing a serious threat to household food security. Locust 
control is a regional issue in Central Asia, with locusts from 
Tajikistan infesting neighbouring Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan and 
Uzbekistan, and vice versa. 

A CERF grant of $410,00 is allowing FAO to control the 
current infestation and reduce the risk of further outbreaks by 
delivering pesticides, surveying the infested areas, as well as 
mobilizing and training local communities. The project, in 
support of the locust control efforts of the Government of 
Tajikistan, is benefiting over 2.2 million people whose crops 
and livelihoods are at risk. 

Advisory Group meets in June 

The CERF Advisory Group will hold its first meeting of 2008 
on 23 and 24 June in Geneva. The independent body will focus 
much of its discussions on the two-year evaluation report of the 
CERF’s activities as mandated by the General Assembly 
resolution. 

The twelve members and four alternates of the Group are 
appointed by the Secretary-General. In their capacity as 
humanitarian specialists they provide periodic policy guidance 
and expert advice to him on the use and impact of the Fund. 

Subscribe to the CERF newsletter 

If you want to receive our newsletter every month in your 
electronic mailbox, please send a short note to cerf@un.org.


