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Key Messages
Cereal prices have stabilized, but are still very high, restricting normal food access.

Cereal harvest can be affected by below average rainfall in the south and central regions, where the dry spell had already 
negatively impacted on food security.

Pockets of food insecurity remain in several areas hence agencies agree on a very high and alarming problem of hunger in 
the long term.

The government is supporting producers through an input distribution programme.

Background
Mozambique has a total population of 21.78 million with a 1% annual growth rate; 74% of the population lives below the poverty line of 1$ 
per day; 38% is reported as undernourished while the prevalence of HIV was estimated to be 14%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population - 2008 (WB) 21780614

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 1%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2008 (WB) 770

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2003 (MDGI) 74%

Rural population - 2007 (WB) 64%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2008 (WB) 28%

Prices

Retail prices of maize have stabilized in recent months, but 
they remain very high and are limiting food access of poor 
households. In Maputo, in February, prices are 10.56 MZN/Kg, 
registering no change from October 2009. However in 
December 2009, prices were 34% above the levels observed 
in December 2007. In northern Nampula, prices of maize have 
been on the increase from the second half of 2009. In January, 
maize prices in Maputo were at 322.74 USD/Ton, nearly 
double (94%) the international prices of USD/Ton 166 of US 
Maize No.2 Yellow, US Gulf.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005 (FAO) 38%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 45%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2006 (WHO) 31%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2006 (WHO) 50

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2006 (WHO) 42%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2005 (WHO) 14%

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Food security is not affected by major conflicts, however the dry 
spell in the second part of December has already affected 
maize crop especially in southern and central Mozambique. The 
current dry spell can result in a poor cereal harvest in 2010, 
which could have serious implications for food security.

Refugees and IDPs 2006 2007 2008

Total in the country 6874 6929 7619

Total outside the country 246 907 890

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/10/2009.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2009-05-16 Tete 1/3

Flood 2010-01-25 Maputo 1/3

Flood 2009-03-04 Maputo 1/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.
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Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the rainy season, poor to good vegetation 
conditions are observed for the major part of the country. The 
general indicator of vegetation condition provided below is the 
relative difference between the NDVI for January 2010 and the 
average of the last 10 years, calculated on the agricultural 
zones derived from the GLOBCOVER database (2005).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Food Security Situation

Food security is projected as satisfactory until April. However 
FEWSNET estimates pockets of moderate food insecurity in 
central and southern Mozambique and 281,000 people in Tete, 
Inhambane, Gaza and Sofala provinces will continue to require 
food assistance until the new harvest. According to WFP and 
IFPRI hunger will be very high and alarming in the long term.
CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT

Mozambique is not part of the countries in crisis requiring external 
assistance

FAO/GIEWS
CPFS 2009

Although the country is in the midst of the hunger period, the 
majority of households still have reasonable food access as the 
food supply and market prices remain generally stable and 
following seasonal patterns. ...more

FEWSNET
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Food Balance Sheet

Cereal production in 2009 increased to over 2.53 million tonnes. 
Total cereal import requirements for the 2009/10 marketing year 
are about 700,000 tonnes (mostly wheat and rice), some 11% 
below actual imports in 2008/09.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The Government Food Production Action Plan (2008-2011) 
supported, through seed and fertilizers distribution, the planting 
of the main 2009/10 crops. It has announced also its support to 
production of the next planting season. Moreover the 
Government is supporting the implementation of the Right to 
Adequate Food as a goal of the Food and Nutritional Security 
Strategy (ESAN II).

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures Support to input distribution.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)
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