
 
 
 

 

El NIÑO ADVISORY No. 1 
 
The unusual warming of sea surface temperatures along the equatorial Pacific that was 
established in June 2009 has further developed into a weak El Niño. Since early May, weaker than 
average low level equatorial easterly winds have persisted across most of the equatorial Pacific.  
These oceanic and atmospheric anomalies are consistent with developing El Niño conditions in the 
tropical Pacific. 
 
The weather systems that affected the country during the month of August were the southwest 
(SW) monsoon, the intertropical convergence zone (ITCZ), the ridge of high pressure area and the 
passage of one (1)Tropical Cyclone (TC) in the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR), “T.Y. Kiko” 
(Aug 3-9). This tropical cyclone enhanced the southwest monsoon, causing heavy rains, flash flood 
and landslides over most areas of Central and Western Luzon, and Cordillera Administrative 
Region (CAR), including some areas in Western Visayas. In spite of this short duration maximum 
rainfall intensity brought by the enhanced SW monsoon and caused mishaps and damage to the 
above areas, general rainfall assessment for the month was unusually below normal. This may be 
attributed to the below average frequency of tropical cyclone during the period where only one TC 
occurred, compared to the average of three, an early manifestation of El Niño impact . 
 
Another significant event for the month was the generally above normal maximum and minimum air 
temperatures throughout the country.  Average temperature ranges over the archipelago were as 
follows; mountainous areas of Luzon, from 17°C to 23°C; the rest of Luzon, from 23oC to 34oC; 
over the Visayas, from 23oC to  34oC; the mountainous areas of Mindanao, from 19°C to 30°C and 
the rest of Mindanao, from 23°C to 34°C.   
 

Nearly all the international climate models predict a continuous warming of the tropical Pacific and 
to remain above the El Niño threshold for the remainder of 2009.  The current conditions over the 
equatorial Pacific have consequently influenced the climate in the country and will continue to 
affect rainfall patterns in the coming season.  Rainfall conditions in September are likely to be near 
normal in most parts of Luzon and Mindanao, while below normal rainfall conditions are expected 
over the eastern part of Northern Luzon, most areas of the Visayas and northern part of Mindanao. 
The SW monsoon, ITCZ, the ridge of high pressure area, and the passage of three (3) or four (4) 
tropical cyclones are the weather systems likely to affect the country during September. Flood, 
flash flood and landslides are likely to occur in areas affected by short duration maximum rainfall or 
frequent rains.  Tracks of TC during El Niño are usually (but not always) diverted to the north away 
from the country, enhancing the SW monsoon. Gradual weakening of the SW windflow during the 
later part of the month is likely to occur. 
 
Slightly warmer surface air temperatures are expected in many parts of the country. Predicted 
ranges of temperature for September will be 23°C to 33°C over the lowlands of Luzon, 16°C to 
24°C over the mountainous areas of Luzon, 24°C to 33°C for Visayas, 22°C to 33°C over the 
lowlands of Mindanao and 19°C to 29°C over the mountainous areas of Mindanao 

 
PAGASA will continue to monitor the day-to-day rainfall/weather conditions and the large-scale 
climatic patterns that will affect the country. Updates on the on-going weak El Niño will be issued 
as necessary. 
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~ TC Associated Rainfall Charts ~  
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