
 
I. General Overview 

More than 8,000 refugees, mainly comprising of women and children were displaced following Fierce 
fighting in Belet Hawa, Somalia. Fighting erupted when pro Transitional Federal Government (TFG) 
allied forces captured the town from Al Shabaab fighters between 17-21 October. A temporary camp, 
Border Point 1 (BP1) was established near the Kenya Somalia border. Basic assistance was provided by 
humanitarian organizations.  Al Shabaab fighters later recaptured the town peacefully. Refugees at BP1 
were asked to move from the camp into Somalia.  
 
Land has been a contentious issue in the past. Land related conflict and violence has been experienced 
in various parts of the country. The Interim Independent Boundaries Commission (IIBC) was formed with 
the mandate of making recommendations to Parliament on administrative boundaries. In addition, the 
body is expected to make recommendations to Parliament on the delimitation of constituencies and local 
authority electoral units. The IIBRC announced the creation of 80 new constituencies. When 
implemented, Kenya will have 290 constituencies, up from 210. The announcement elicited opposition, 
and some Members of Parliament have gone to court indicating that the creation of the constituencies 
was uneven and discriminatory. 
 
The International Criminal Court (ICC) announced that investigations and trials of the 2007 post-election 
violence master minds will go on as scheduled. ICC is in the process of beginning trials for key suspects 
and master-minds of the 2007 post-election violence. The Chief Justice in Kenya appointed Judge 
Kalpana Rawal to receive statements from senior provincial and security officials who were in command 
during the election period.  An additional team of International Criminal Court (ICC) investigators arrived 
in Kenya mid- October. The ‘new’ team focused on the violence hot-spot conflict areas of Nakuru, 
Koibatek and Kabarnet.  
  
  
Results of the Long Rains Assessment (LRA) were released by the Kenya Food Security Steering Group 
(KFSSG). Food insecure population in need of food distribution or food for assets was reduced from 1.6 
million (SRA of Feb 2010) to 1.2 million as a consequence of the good rains received. Additionally, the 
LRA recommend to assist 720 000 children with school meals and 252 000 with extended meals. The 
nutrition situation remains precarious in the north and north eastern Kenya. It was therefore 
recommended that support for the nutritional programme covering 98 000 persons be maintained.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 Resettlement of displaced population in Bula Hawa hampered by difficulties in access. No 

refugees left in BP1. 
 Food insecure caseload reduces from 1.6 million to 1.2 million people 
 La Niña likely to reverse the positive trends attained when responding to acute malnutrition 
  EHRP 2011 + to be launched on 30 November 
 ICC on schedule with 2007 post election violence trials 
  

 
The information contained in this report has been compiled by OCHA from information received from the field, 
from national and international humanitarian partners and from other official sources. This report does not 
represent a position from the United Nations. This report is posted on: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya



 2

II. Humanitarian Situation 
 

Humanitarian Financing 
 

The Emergency Humanitarian Response Plan 2011 + (EHRP 2011+) will be launched in Nairobi on 30 
November. After extensive consultations and reviews, the EHRP 2011+ was finalized and submitted to 
headquarters. A total of 525 million USD will be requested. Over the past one month, sectors worked to 
finalize sectoral analysis, priorities and objectives. Peer review of projects submitted was also 
conducted. The Gender Marker was implemented for the first time in the development of the EHRP in 
Kenya. The Gender Marker is a system of applying a gender coding system. The system aims to 
comprehensively and effectively integrate gender issues and concerns.  
 
Drought  

 
Strong to moderate La Nina 
should be expected due to the 
erratic and sparsely spread short 
rains. Food distribution activities 
will continue through newly 
selected partners and will roll-out 
between 23 – 28 November 
2010. These activities will be 
carried out in five districts and will 
last until February 2011. La Nina 
effects predicted indicate that 
Somalia will be more adversely 
affected compared to Kenya. The 
dry conditions will therefore 
encourage movement livestock to 
Kenya and degeneration of 
pasture is expected. 

 
 

Food Security 

The results of the LRA indicate 
general improvements in food 
security but uneven across the 
rural livelihoods in the country. 
An estimated 1.2 million people 
including pastoralists, agro-
pastoralists and marginal 
agricultural farm-households in 
areas where the 2009/10 short 
and 2010 long rains were lower-
than-average and poorly 
distributed, and compounded by 
impacts of conflicts, 
displacements, lack of market 
access will require food and non-
food interventions for the next six 
months. This represents a 0.4 
million decrease from 1.6 million 

 people estimated in March 2010.  

Sustained high rates of global acute malnutrition (GAM) of between 19-25 percent persist, particularly in 
some parts of the pastoral Mandera, Marsabit, Turkana and Wajir. 

 

Urban food insecurity  

Source: LRA 2010 
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Preliminary findings from the Urban food security assessments carried in August- September  2010 
indicates that short-term food security has also improved among urban households due to increased 
supply of food commodities, maintaining the downward pressure on food prices for most of 2010. The 
assessment suggests that estimated 3.5 million people across urban centers are severely food insecure, 
increasingly employing undesirable coping strategies.  

Options for response 

 Out of the 1.2 million, 920,500 people in pastoralist districts will be targeted through General Food 
Distribution (GFD), while 308,200 
people in marginal agricultural districts 
will be targeted through Food for 
Assets in addition to other sectoral 
responses.   

 Cumulative livestock mortalities have 
severely eroded pastoral livelihood 
resilience and re-building herds is 
crucial in restoring pastoral livelihoods.  

 The incorporation of risk reduction 
approaches during response is critical 
to re-build productivity and improve 
capacities to mitigate shocks.  

 
Health and Nutrition 
The UNICEF Executive Director Anthony Lake was in Kisumu (Nyanza province) to celebrate the global 
launch of the Mother-Baby Pack, an innovative approach to prevention of mother-to-child transmission, 
or PMTCT. Kenya introduced the Mother-Baby Pack as part of its ‘Maisha’ initiative to create a zone free 
of mother-to-child transmission of HIV. (‘Maisha’ means ‘life’ in Kiswahili.) The initiative aims to eliminate 
mother-to-child transmission by 2013 in Nyanza and Rift Valley Provinces, where about half of all 
Kenyan children with HIV live, and by 2015 in the whole country. 
 
Results from nutrition surveys conducted in September in  East Pokot, Samburu and Isiolo indicate that 
levels of global acute malnutrition 
are serious with GAM rates of 
16.4% (East Pokot / SAM 2.3%), 
15.7% (Samburu/SAM 3.3%), 
14.2% (Isiolo/SAM 1.5%). The 
estimated caseload of acute 
malnutrition is 40,000 for severe 
and 250,000 for moderate. 
 
The predicted La Nina and 
associated deteriorating food 
security situation could reverse the 
positive trends regarding levels of 
acute malnutrition. The sector is 
working towards mitigating this 
negative impact through ensuring a  
good coverage of a comprehensive package of nutrition interventions that includes both curative and 
preventive measures. Ministry of Health adopted a package of 12 High Impact Nutrition Interventions 
proven efficient in preventing malnutrition and mortality in children, up to 30% of deaths prevented. The 
package will gradually scale-up. Isiolo, Marsabit and Samburu selected as pilot districts.  
 
The World Food Programme plans to strengthen management of moderate acute malnutrition in 19 
districts. Discussions on needs, strategies and implementation framework are underway. As of 
September, the coverage was about 60% for management of moderate acute malnutrition and 57% for 
management of severe acute malnutrition with a caseload of 50,749 children with moderate acute 
malnutrition and 5,709 children with severe acute malnutrition admitted for treatment. Leading districts in 
terms of caseloads include Turkana, Kajiado, Mwingi and Laikipia. 
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Two hundred and sixty four children under the age of five were screened for malnutrition at BP1. Fifty 
one children were severely malnourished (< -3 SD) while 83 were moderately malnourished (< -2SD) 
and 71 were at risk (<-1SD). Three pregnant and 3 lactating malnourished women were captured during 
the exercise. Thirty four cases were referred to the district hospital, 22 were in outpatient therapeutic 
programme while 12 were in supplementary feeding programme. Two hundred and fourty children under 
the age of five were supplemented with vitamin A: 32 were 6-11 months while 208 were 12-59 months.  
 

 
Protection 

UNICEF and UNHCR are planning one day workshops in Kitale, Eldoret and Nakuru areas during the 
first week of December 2010. The workshops will link field based programme working groups with the 
national platform. Common Work Plans will also be developed. Sector working group members met with 
the Minister of State for Special Programmes on 2 November to deliberate the re-alignment of the IDP 
Policy to the new Constitution. A motion on IDPs in Kenya was presented in parliament on 2 - 3 
November. ODI and IRC are undertaking an Urban IDP assessment in Nairobi. The report is expected 
early next year. The next National Protection Working Group would be held on 18th November 2010. 
 
Delayed release of funding by the Ministry of State for Special Programmes (MoSSP) and Africa 
Development Bank (ADB) is affecting commencement of the second phase of shelter construction. The 
Provincial Commissioner’s office profiled the Mau evictees and has a figure of 2850 households who are 
expected to be assisted to get alternative land for resettlement. The next phase of evictions is expected 
in January 2011. The District Commissioner’s office continues to receive assistance from MoSSP/KRC in 
support of Mau Forest evictees. 
 

Agriculture and livestock 

Above average 2009/10 short rains and 2010 long rains increased maize production in the marginal 
agricultural areas. However, due to poor harvest and post-harvest management practices, an estimated 
30 percent of the harvest was contaminated with aflatoxin and is still being traded in markets or in 
storage at the household level, raising concerns of long term effects on health.  

Increased food availability in key growing areas has led to increased supply of maize cereals leading to 
decline in maize prices. This has reduced the pressure on household purchasing capacities resulting in 
overall improvement in food security among households who are net buyers of maize and other food 
commodities. 

While fairly good rains in March – April - May 2010 translated into substantial improvements in 
household food security in many parts of the country, less than average performance of the long rains in 
parts of the northern and northeastern districts including Mandera, Wajir, Marsabit, Isiolo and parts of 
Tana River and Garissa led to an accelerated seasonal decline in livestock production. 
 
Refugees and Host Communities 

 
The United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) held a regional coordination meeting on 
Sudan. Participating agencies prepared a contingency plan ahead of the 9 January South Sudan 
Referendum. The contingency plan should be finalized by 12th November and will be shared with 
members. 
 
UNHCR reported that there exist 412,193 refugees and asylum seekers in Kenya. Dadaab, Kakuma and 
Nairobi host 288348, 77358 and 46487 people respectively. 5,408 resettlement submissions and 1,841 
resettlement departures have been recorded in 2010. Dadaab Refugee camp is the largest in the world. 
The camp was constructed to host 90,000 but is now hosting close to 300,000 people. Reports by 
Medecins Sans Frontiers indicate that the camp is overcrowded and has reached crisis levels. More than 
700 families are living outside the camp in deplorable conditions. Urgent action and assistance is 
required, especially with the on-set of the rains. 
 

 
Early recovery 
 
The Ministry of State for Special Programmes and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
completed the Rapid Needs Assessment in Kisumu, Eldoret, Kitale and Nakuru, the report will be shared 
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with members. The Government has requested UNDP to align the Disaster Risk Reduction Policy to the 
new Constitution. UNDP hopes to take advantage of the new governance structure/constitution to move 
forward. 
 
Conflict in Pastoralist Communities 

 
Media reports received the first week of November indicated that Kenya launched a security operation to 
root out Ethiopian militia from Sololo and Moyale areas, located in northern Kenya. Somalia militia issued 
death threats to select leaders and one district peace committee member was abducted.  
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