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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) movements and activities were reported in Central Equatoria during the 
reporting period. It was reported that the LRA crossed from Magwi County (Eastern Equatoria) to north-east 
of Kajo Keji. They attacked Kansuk village, some 23 kilometres north of Kajo Keji, on 22 February. Fifteen 
people including three children were reportedly abducted and later released. As a result of increased 
insecurity, MSF and American Refugee Committee (ARC) evacuated their international staff from Kajo Keji. It 
was also reported that the LRA crossed in Loka West in Lainya County and attacked a village in Loka West 
on 24 February. In Yambio (Western Equatoria), the situation continues to be tense after the LRA attack on 
the UN compound on 10 February and a raid on a village in James Diko boma. Thirty villagers were 
abducted to carry out the looting and some were seriously manhandled.  
 
There is high tension at the moment between the Rek Luac tribe of Tonj East County (Warab State) and the 
Pakam tribe of Rumbek North County (Lakes State) some 80 kilometres north of Rumbek in Maper. Both 
communities are cattle herders who share a water point and common grazing land and it is not unusual for 
clashes to occur between these communities during the dry season. Four persons are already reported to 
have been killed, 15 wounded and one payam completely burnt down. The Governor of Lakes State is 
currently in the area to try to diffuse the situation and the SPLM/A has sent forces to bring the situation under 
control.  
 
Displacement from Darfur  
About 2,000 Sudanese fleeing Darfur arrived in Garamba National Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) and settled in a small village called Lema. The group is composed of 86 adult men with the rest being 
women and children. They are moving along with an estimated 5,000 to 10,000 cattle. It is reported that they 
were chased by soldiers based in Aba (merged with the LRA or other forces operating in the region) before 
settling in the park. These new arrivals have requested asylum in the DRC. Due to the volatile security 
situation in the park, UNHCR has not been able to asses their situation. However, UNHCR is closely 
following up with the local authorities to ensure that they will not be harmed. 
 
Reports are also being received from Northern Bahr el Ghazal of large numbers of IDPs returning to Gok 
Machar from South Darfur. UNICEF and OCHA have interviewed some of the returnees and learned that 
they are not spontaneously returning but are actually fleeing fighting south of Nyala. The agencies are not yet 
able to provide an estimated figure of the arrivals. The IDPs are reportedly in poor conditions as many have 
walked for up to 20 days and there are very few water points along the way. OCHA is organizing an inter-
agency assessment on 3 March. 
 
Signature of tripartite agreement for repatriation from Ethiopia 
On 27 February, Ethiopia, Sudan and UNHCR signed a tripartite agreement that will enable some 73,000 
Sudanese refugees to return from Ethiopian refugee camps to South Sudan. The first organized repatriation 
movement from the camps is expected to take place in March. So far, 14,000 Sudanese refugees have 
asked UNHCR to assist them to return home in 2006 – the first group will return from Bonga refugee camp to 
Blue Nile State. UNHCR expects that more refugees will sign up for organized return as soon as the first 
repatriation convoys start. In addition to the first convoy in March, UNHCR aims to have three convoys in 
April and four in May. Each convoy will consist of 500 persons.  
 
Repatriation from the Central African Republic 
On 16 February, 104 refugees repatriated to Tambura from the Central African Republic (CAR). They were 
transported to their areas of return in Tambura and Mupoi payams after receiving 90-day food rations and 
non-food items. The air repatriation from CAR has been temporarily put on hold following relocation of 
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UNHCR staff in Mboki to Bangui (CAR) due to security reasons, but flights are expected to resume on 2 
March. In the meantime, the remaining food rations were delivered to the returnees who repatriated in early 
February. UNHCR undertook returnee monitoring by interviewing some returnees during the food 
distributions. Returnees involved in farming activities did not report protection-related issues or complaints 
regarding assistance. Returnees in urban areas, however, seem to be more dependent on cash economies 
and complained about lack of money for rebuilding their homes and need for employment.  
 
Repatriation from the Democratic Republic of Congo 
On 16 February, UNHCR staff from Yei (South Sudan) and Aru (DRC) held a cross-border meeting in Arua 
(Uganda) to review the level of preparedness and the plan for repatriation of Sudanese refugees from the 
DRC to be launched in March. It was agreed to organize a “go and see” visit in early March and to launch the 
operation in mid-March from Aru through the Kengesi Base/Saba corridor.  
 
Repatriation from Egypt 
The UNHCR office in Cairo reported that registration for voluntary repatriation has increased substantially 
over the last month. A total of 68 refugees and asylum seekers registered for voluntary repatriation during the 
month of February alone, the majority of whom have expressed an interest in repatriating to South Sudan. 
They will be assisted with repatriation, including tickets and travel grants, as well as documentation.  
 
Negotiations towards the signature of a tripartite agreement between Egypt, Sudan and UNHCR to establish 
the legal framework for voluntary repatriation continue. During the reporting period, the UNHCR Regional 
Representative in Cairo held consultations with the Egyptian authorities and Sudanese officials to speed up 
these efforts. A standard text of the agreement is currently being reviewed by the Egyptian authorities. 
UNHCR also met with the Sudanese Embassy in Cairo on 14 February to discuss repatriation arrangements. 
It was agreed that emergency travel documents will be issued free of charge to all refugees and asylum 
seekers who approach the Embassy with their refugee/asylum seeker cards. These documents will be valid 
for a period of one month and may be extended to three months in the future if the need arises. The 
documents will indicate that they are issued for "voluntary repatriation.” This is meant to guarantee that the 
returnees are not subjected to questioning or harassment upon arrival in Sudan.  
 
Return movements 
 
Blue Nile 
The Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC)/ Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC) advised that 
there are 57,000 IDPs in Blue Nile State waiting to be transported home, mainly to Geissan. Buses and 
trucks have been hired by the authorities and a total of 4,000 persons have been transported home.   
 
Upper Nile 
Registration of spontaneous refugee and IDP returnees continued in Malakal. There have been 1,502 
refugee returns and 6,437 IDP returns since end November/beginning December 2005. It has come to 
UNHCR’s attention that among those registered or reported by the SRRC as IDP returnees, there are a 
significant number of family members of SPLA soldiers stationed in Malakal. These cases – the majority not 
from Malakal or even Upper Nile – arrived recently in Malakal for the purpose of family reunification. UNHCR 
pointed out that they are not returnees and cannot be included in food and non-food item assistance. 
UNHCR suggested that SRRC discuss with WFP to provide them with assistance based on their 
vulnerability. 
 
Registration of spontaneous refugee returnees from Ethiopia has commenced in Nasir. To date, UNHCR 
registered 1,214 returning individuals (391 households). The returnees show up at the UNHCR office upon 
arrival in Nasir and surrounding villages. WFP will provide food to those registered by UNHCR.  
 
 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                                                                                                                                                      page 4 
 

Central Equatoria 
Large numbers of spontaneous returnees continue to arrive in the areas of Rokon and Merkior, 45-50 miles 
on the Juba-Maridi/Mundri road. The returnees, mostly of the Nyangwara tribe of Rokon, are returning from 
the Katigiri area in Moruland where they fled 15 years ago. According to a report from the Director of the 
SRRC in Central Equatoria State, lack of food and health facilities in Katigiri prompted the IDPs to return to 
their area of origin. The report indicates that the returnees number up to 3,248 individuals. UNHCR will 
participate in an inter-agency assessment mission to verify the situation and assess assistance needs.  
 
Eastern Equatoria 
According to the SRRC Budy County, 717 refugees have spontaneously returned to Chukudum town since 
May 2005, while the SRRC South Kapoeta County reported that 1,199 refugees have spontaneously 
returned to Kapoeta town since the beginning of 2005. 
 
Returnee monitoring 
From 13 to 14 February, a joint UNHCR/WFP team from Kapoeta conducted a field trip to Chukudum Town I 
Budi County (Eastern Equatoria). The objectives of the trip were to monitor the conditions of the returnees 
living in Chukudum, distribute the two-month food ration to the returnees and carry out a village assessment. 
During the food distribution, UNHCR carried out individual and group interviews with the returnees. According 
to the findings, the returnees have been well received by the local authorities and community. They have 
been given support in terms of temporary housing and access to basic services available in town. The land 
allocated to them by the authorities is fertile and its proximity to town ensures security. UNHCR has 
contacted FAO to transmit a request for agricultural inputs and discussed with WFP about commencing “food 
for work” projects in Chukudum. 
 

 
Returnee children in Chukudum. Photo: UNHCR/H. Caux/Dec. 2005 
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Mission to Adod 
On 24 February, UNHCR Malakal led an inter-agency mission composed of WFP, UNICEF, UNMIS RRR and 
GOAL as well as SRRC to Adod, a village 20 minutes by speedboat from Malakal, where a new established 
settlement of approximately 7,000 individuals has been reported by SRRC. The mission found that since the 
signing of the peace agreement in January 2005, some 2,500 people have come back from the northern 
States to this location, which was burned and abandoned during the war. In addition, some 4,500 individuals 
– families of SPLA soldiers and retired SPLA soldiers – arrived recently. The settlement, which is spread over 
a large area, lacks shelters, schools and health facilities. The participating agencies will meet to discuss 
intervention as well as assistance to families of soldiers.   
 
Aweils assessment 
UNHCR undertook an assessment mission to Northern Bahr el Ghazal to meet the state and county 
authorities; assess the protection concerns of returnees and issues regarding sustainable reintegration; 
identify areas where support for returnees and for protection issues would be beneficial; and assess progress 
on the way station in Warawar. It was noted that there are geographical gaps (lack of presence of UN/NGOs 
in Aweils Centre and South) and sectoral gaps (in particular in the sectors of livelihoods, education and 
health), thus leaving room to implement community-based reintegration projects. The mission also noted that 
the tracking and monitoring system is not functioning in Northern Bahr el Ghazal and there is no (sustainable) 
returnee monitoring. The team also came across reports of (illegal) taxation of returnees, in particular in 
Malith. 
 
Mapping of checkpoints 
At the request of the Protection Working Group, UNMIS (UN Police and UN Military Observers) created and 
shared a map indicating known checkpoints in Lakes State. An assessment mission will visit the checkpoints 
to verify whether the checkpoints are official or unofficial, by whom they are being manned, what 
information/documentation is being requested of travellers and whether travellers are being taxed. 
Thereafter, the information will be shared with the state authorities for follow-up. 
 
Acute diarrhoea outbreak in Juba 
During the reporting period, Juba was hit by the acute diarrhoea that first started in Yei, with reported cases 
of deaths sweeping across town. UNHCR donated 100 pieces of plastic sheeting, 50 plastic buckets, 50 cups 
and 50 spoons to Juba’s teaching hospital to mitigate the epidemic. In Yei, however, the epidemic seems to 
be lessening. This could be due to the intensive response by UN agencies and NGOs in the health sector as 
well as the intensive water and sanitation activities in the town. Another two to three weeks are nevertheless 
needed to confirm.  
 
Temporary way station in Bor 
On 22 February, the Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan and the UNMIS RRR Director as well 
as WHO and Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) medical staff visited Bor town and the 
temporary way station to monitor the conditions of the IDP returnees and assess the health risks in light of 
the acute diarrhoea outbreak in Juba. Johaniter Unfall Hilfe has been monitoring the situation closely within 
the way station and providing regular updates to UNHCR and other agencies. MSF-Belgium conducted an 
assessment to identify gaps in current primary and secondary health services and to assess needs in the 
event of a serious cholera outbreak in Bor town. Following the assessment, they made a three-year 
agreement with the Government to rehabilitate the Bor hospital and develop the capacity of national medical 
staff. As a first step, they flew in an emergency cholera kit to respond to a potential outbreak affecting up to 
600 individuals. 
 
During the visit, the mission met with Government officials and representatives of UN agencies. The Deputy 
Humanitarian Coordinator commented on improvements in the way station but expressed concern about the 
lack of funds for the transport of the returnees from the way station to their areas of origin. There were 729 
IDP returnees from the first two barge trips residing in the way station, but the population seems to have 
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reduced by a small number recently. This is thought to be because some of the women and their children 
have joined their husbands who have arrived with the cattle, while some families have decided to integrate in 
Bor town. Meanwhile, shelter construction, hygiene and vaccination activities as well as food distribution are 
ongoing at the way station.  
 
UNHCR also had a series of meetings in Juba and Bor with SRRC, JIRRST, UNMIS and PACT to establish 
mechanisms for sharing information on the location of the 35 cattle camps en route to Jonglei State and the 
procedures for ensuring family reunification at the final destination.  
 
Community-based protection training 
From 13-17 February, UNHCR, in collaboration with Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and UNICEF, 
facilitated a community-based protection training for more than 60 participants from greater Yirol. The 
participants included the Commissioner of Yirol East, traditional leaders, representatives of youth and 
women’s groups as well as ordinary citizens. The workshop aimed at raising awareness on protection 
principles, human rights, women’s and children’s rights and the rights of refugee/IDP returnees. A session on 
HIV/AIDS led to lively debates and highlighted the need for further awareness in greater Yirol. The authorities 
and traditional leaders requested the UN Police to provide additional training to the county police officers and 
prison staff on community policing and good practices.  
 
Progress on Community-Based Reintegration Projects 
 
Rumbek 

• UNHCR is funding the construction of a meeting room, a kitchen and toilets and the fencing and 
renovation of two existing school blocks in Riak Dor Primary School. The construction of the kitchen, 
toilets and fencing has been completed.  

Yei 
• Construction of the classrooms, library and dormitories of ACROSS teachers’ training centre funded 

by UNHCR is progressing. The County Education Director and the community of Kingi Primary 
School have started digging pit latrines as their contribution to the school. 

• Construction of Lukurubang Primary School by ZOA is ongoing and should be completed before the 
end of March. 

• ZOA distributed drug supplies and equipment to various primary health care centres and units in 
Lainya County. ZOA also conducted HIV/AIDS awareness in the county.  

• Aktion Afrika Hilfe (AAH) delivered two grinding mills to Kibogota group in Yei County and to 
Olengaka group in Morobo County. The mills are to help these community-based organizations 
generate income. 

• ACROSS radio programme through Liberty FM in Yei and in Juba is very successful and highly 
appreciated by the communities. It spreads social development messages on food security, health, 
education, agriculture and women’s rights in different languages, such as Arabic, Bari, Dinka and 
English. ACROSS also conducted a three-day training on basic communication by radio for 21 
participants. The training aimed to enhance the participants’ skills in giving effective presentations by 
radio. 

Kajo Keji 
• The construction of Mere Primary School is complete and is ready for the new school term. One 

classroom block of Pomoju Girls’ Secondary School is complete while the other classroom block and 
dormitory will be ready shortly. 

• Under the supervision of the County Education Director, 20 teachers (of whom four are women) held 
a two-day workshop (19-20 February) in Wudu Boma under the accelerated learning programme. 
This programme was put in place by the Government of South Sudan in 2005 to give the opportunity 
to those who missed school because of the war to participate in the education system. 
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Land management and sustainable livelihoods programme 
During the week under review, the six field teams trained by the land management and sustainable 
livelihoods programme were deployed to Kajo Keji, Yei, Yambio, Pochalla and Padak to initiate activities. 
Each team consists of five to six persons drawn from local NGOs and Government departments and are 
under the joint supervision of UNHCR and FAO. The teams will meet with local leaders and community 
members to introduce the programme and set in motion the formation of boma development committees. 
These committees will subsequently be involved in a series of structured exercises designed to identify the 
most pressing livelihood issues in the area, undertake root cause analysis of those issues and find 
appropriate responses. With support from FAO’s GIS Unit in Khartoum, the teams are expected to use GPS 
devices to delineate community territories, locate key resources such as wetlands, forests, grazing areas and 
unoccupied land. This information, together with information gathered from the boma development 
committees, will be analysed for the preparation of development plans.  
 
  
Update on funding situation as at 2 February 2006 
Requirements for South Sudan/countries of asylum: US$ 63,203,279 
2006 Contributions: US$ 8,629,773* 
*This amount represents an allocation from the UN Common Humanitarian Fund against which UNHCR can mobilize resources 
until funding becomes available during the first quarter of 2006. 
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   EEEAAASSSTTT   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
The overall security situation in east Sudan remains relatively calm but tense. It was reported on 22 February 
that two persons from the Hadendawa tribe killed a SPLA soldier in Kassala.   
 
Refugee Status Determination 
The arrival of new asylum seekers continues. The total number of asylum-seekers staying in Wad Sherifey 
reception centre at the time of reporting is 139 persons. Ninety-five persons are awaiting interview for 
refugee status determination.  
 
The two Ethiopians who were deported from Eritrea were recognized as refugees. Two unaccompanied 
minors were accepted in appeal because they were physically fit to be drafted for service in Eritrea.  
 
On 22 February, the Head of Sub-Office Es Showak held a meeting with the Wali of Kassala to discuss 
issues concerning refugee status determination and the reception centre. The Government is requesting to 
move the centre to a location that will enable health and HIV/AIDS screening. 
 
Ethiopian refugees in closed Um Gulja camp 
UNHCR met with representatives from the rejected Ethiopian refugees who live in the closed camp of Um 
Gulja. Those in need were offered to be relocated to an existing camp on humanitarian grounds. UNHCR 
received reports about the requirement allegedly imposed on the Ethiopians in Um Gulja to undergo a blood 
test for HIV/AIDS. The Ethiopians were told that this blood test would be the pre-condition for them to obtain 
immigration ID cards. Reportedly, three individuals were taken into custody following their HIV/AIDS blood 
test and were later deported together with their families. 
 
Relocation 
Three Ethiopians are in the process of relocating from Kilo 26 to Um Gargour to join their compatriots. Those 
already relocated to the camp have been provided with legal counselling. Also, one Eritrean will be relocated 
from Kilo 26 to Um Gargour on security grounds.  
 
Resettlement   
The refugees from Um Gargour and Gedaref who were selected for resettlement to Australia were informed 
about departure and related procedures. The first group of 16 families left on 28 February to Khartoum on 
their way to Australia. The remaining two groups will depart on 7 and 21 March respectively. A one-week 
cultural orientation is conducted in Khartoum prior to departure to prepare the refugees for their new life in 
the resettlement country. Six families from Um Gulja were invited by the Canadian Government for interview 
in Khartoum.  
 
The mission by staff from the Regional Resettlement Hub in Nairobi and from Khartoum took place from 17 to 
21 February. The objectives of the mission were: to review Sub-Office Es Showak’s current resettlement 
identification and assessment procedures as well as resettlement Standard Operating Procedures; to assist 
in developing a profiling project for refugees in east Sudan and assess the utility of the existing database; to 
discuss resettlement plans for east Sudan and current work plan for 2006; and to discuss and identify 
resources to support the resettlement process in east Sudan. The team came up with a number of 
recommendations for maintaining and securing data as well as improving resettlement identification and 
assessment.  
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Construction and maintenance activities in the camps 
In Um Gargour camp, repair and maintenance work for the basic school as well as teacher and staff houses 
are complete. Construction of a new office building for the Commissioner for Refugees (COR) is progressing. 
Plans are also underway to construct a new food warehouse in the camp. In other camps (Wad Sherifey, 
Abuda and Shagarabs), minor repairs of school facilities and teacher houses were undertaken. The water 
connection for the new school and the new water lines from the Government’s water system to the hospital in 
Wad Sherifey is complete. 
 
Health situation 
The meningitis epidemic has not spread as was reported earlier. No case of meningitis was reported among 
the refugees, although two of the affected areas are close to the camp.  
 
UNHCR and two health implementing partners participated in a four-day vaccination campaign against 
meningitis in Kassala State. Three out of six vaccination centres were in refugee camps. Almost 70 percent 
of the refugee population was covered, mainly between the ages of two and 30.  
 
Community services mission 
The Community Services Officer from UNHCR Khartoum visited east Sudan from 20 to 23 February. The 
purpose of her visit was to develop strategies geared towards promoting the refugees’ active participation 
and productive capacities to improve their livelihoods and finding viable and sustainable durable solutions; 
review capacity-building of UNHCR and partner staff in community services programmes; and identify ways 
to strengthen the link and coordination between the community services sector and other sectors, such as 
protection.   
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 2 February 2006 
Requirements for East Sudan/Khartoum: US$ 13,045,950 
2006 Contributions: US$ 700,000* 
*This amount represents an allocation from the UN Common Humanitarian Fund against which UNHCR can mobilize resources 
until funding becomes available during the first quarter of 2006. 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 
Security 
The overall security situation in West Darfur remains unstable and tense. The build up of troops and artillery 
at the border continues. Most areas are also witnessing increased fighting, attacks on villages and looting of 
cattle and commercial trucks by militias.  
 
The general situation in Nyala town in South Darfur is calm; however, tension is mounting east of Shaeria 
and south of Gereida between militias and the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA). Kalma camp (90,000 IDPs) 
witnessed some unrest during the reporting period, when some 10,000 IDPs demonstrated to manifest their 
frustration over the situation of insecurity and lack of freedom of movement. UNHCR team visited the camp 
the following day and talked to the IDPs who requested the intervention of the international community.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Mission to Galu 
On 14 February, UNHCR conducted an assessment mission to Galu with UNICEF, UNDSS, UNJLC, OCHA 
and UNMIS to assess the situation of new arrivals from Chad. On 26 February, UNHCR undertook, together 
with WFP and COR, another mission to Galu as well as Azaza to assess the spontaneously established 
camps of the new arrivals. The camps are well organized and maintained and there seem to be ongoing 
efforts by unknown persons to group all arrivals from Chad in designated locations as some of the persons 
met mentioned they had been told "to gather" at those locations. The son of the Umda of Galu has been 
tasked with registering the new arrivals. The total population of the camps is estimated by all agencies in the 
area to be about 8,000-10,000 persons. The local Umda, however, is claiming 21,000. The camps are 
growing in size but movement is well controlled. Influx is small but steady, with 10-15 persons per camp 
arriving each day. 
 
Persons met referred to increased incidents of assault and looting from Zaghawa militia following the attack 
on Adre on 18 December 2005 as the reason for their departure from Chad. They said they originate from 
different locations in Chad including Galuta, Hillat Jadida, Gafur, Um Sibaigh, Kumeke, Andru, Anjina, Wajha, 
Bobota, Tur Labit, Bakar Baku, Um Baba and Habila and are from the Tama, Masalit, Karobati, Otray, 
Shujairat, Mahaday, Bargou, Mararit and Aranga tribes. However, the camp populations clearly include an 
unknown proportion of Sudanese nationals and the presence of Sudanese from Azaza town was confirmed 
through interviews in the two main camps. During the assessment, UNHCR also noted the overwhelming 
presence of women and children. The camp populations are generally vague about the whereabouts of men 
aged 17 to 50. Further noted was that persons met were in difficult circumstances: they had little or no food 
and very few personal belongings. They are visited regularly by MSF-France which is conducting an 
immunization campaign in the area. Another NGO, CAM, is looking into the provision of water. UNHCR has 
coordinated a one-time assistance of non-food items in coordination with other UN agencies and NGOs in 
light of their vulnerable situation. At this stage, they are of concern to UNHCR as asylum seekers pending 
determination of their status. Three camps of Arab nomads have been established over the last two weeks. 
These people came from Kumuki, Hajar Dahabeh, Biskeh and Jarboya and belong to the Bani Halba, Awlad 
Junub, Mahariya, Najaa, Lazait, Masariya and Mahadi tribes.  
 
New arrivals in Habila 
The trickle of new arrivals from Chad to Habila continues at a very slow pace. The total number of families 
who arrived in Habila town since the beginning of January is 50, including Chadian Daju and Sudanese 
Masalit as well as a few Tama originally from Sala coming from Himmeida. These are small, incomplete 
families, totaling approximately 200 individuals. All those interviewed reported attacks by militia in the 
Chadian border villages where they were living. The majority of the residents of these villages opt for internal 
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displacement, but a few are going to Habila due to personal links and probably with the perspective of 
receiving assistance from the agencies. A similar situation is taking place in Gobbe, although the majority of 
new arrivals there are Sudanese returnees. The total number of families that arrived in Gobbe is reported to 
be 58. They are currently settled in huts that they found empty and have their own food supplies. Reportedly, 
they returned from the Chadian border villages of Jamena and Mundo due to insecurity caused by militia 
incursions. UNHCR Habila started a database of new arrivals that will be updated and shared regularly with 
relevant agencies for possible delivery of assistance. 
 
Mission to Beida 
On 13 February, UNHCR participated in a mission by helicopter to Beida. The main objectives of the visit 
were to follow up on: 1) reports of recent large-scale arrivals from Chad; 2) reports of departures from Beida 
to Gaga refugee camp in Chad; and 3) issues of land occupation. The team met with several traditional 
leaders belonging to both the African and Arab tribes. A visit of the IDP camp was also carried out and some 
of the new arrivals were interviewed. Unfortunately, the Masalit Umda of Beida, could not be met as he was 
absent at the time of the visit.  
 
New displacements to Chad were not confirmed. All the interlocutors said that no families recently left from 
Beida to Chad and that the new arrivals in Gaga refugee camp are most likely families originally from Beida 
that were already living in Chadian border villages, such as Birkindi and Borota, and have now decided to 
move to the camp due to incidents in those areas. UNHCR confirmed the arrival of approximately 20 
Sudanese families that were previously displaced in Chadian border villages. These “returnees” are mainly 
Daju who decided to go back to Beida after the nearby villages of Bildik and Kobaka were attacked in mid-
January 2006 and several people were killed. Reportedly, the attacks were carried out by militias coming 
from Sudan. As a result, people are either displaced in Chad or are from Darfur and decided to go back to 
Beida where they are staying in the IDP camp or with host families. They are not from Beida town but from 
surrounding villages where they cannot return due to occupation and insecurity. 
 
The Arab leaders met reported a large number of displaced in the village of Haraza (not Kongo Haraza), 
which is near Brotta, north-east of Beida. They claim they are refugees fleeing insecurity in Moronga-Chad, 
whereas the African leaders describe them as squatters on African land. The African leaders also explained 
that no initiatives for the solution of the migratory routes problem has been taken since the beginning of 2005 
and they have no information about the Compensation Committee since May 2005. They also said that the 
new Commissioner of Habila (of which Beida is part) has not yet visited Beida and that no initiatives to solve 
the issue of land occupation have been undertaken. With regard to crop destruction, they said that 50 
percent of what they cultivated (which was 25 percent of what was cultivated before the war), was destroyed 
by animals, with virtually no follow-up by the authorities. No major security incidents were reported in the 
town but freedom of movement outside the main inhabited centre is extremely limited and nobody believes it 
is possible for IDPs and returnees to go back to their place of origin. UNHCR is setting up a schedule to visit 
Beida regularly from Nyala and will investigate these issues further. 
 
Visit of UNHCR Assistant High Commissioner to Sudanese refugee camps in eastern Chad 
On 27 February, UNHCR Assistant High Commissioner, Ms. Judy Cheng-Hopkins, began a one-week 
mission to Chad with a visit to Oure Cassoni refugee camp, the biggest in eastern Chad with some 29,600 
Sudanese refugees. She met with refugee leaders who told her they want to go home but only when peace 
returns in Darfur. They also stressed the necessity of a bigger role for an international peace mission in 
Darfur. Ms. Cheng-Hopkins then traveled to Farchana and Gaga refugee camps.  
 
Mission to Garsila 
UNHCR Mukjar visited the Garsila IDP camps on 13 and 14 February. The team met with the authorities and 
community leaders, UN agencies and NGOs. Based on the information received, it seems that the security 
situation south of Garsila is further deteriorating. The incident in Torgo, when an IDP was severely beaten, 
triggered a series of other harassment of Fur people and their flight from Torgo, Nao and Sigei. Families fled 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                                                                                                                                                      page 12 
 

with their belongings by truck and are installing themselves in the three sectors, mostly in Sector 3 Jebelein. 
The number of families that fled is not yet certain, but interviews indicate that the majority of the villagers 
have left. It is also reported that there is intense recruitment of militia in the area of the villages; the recruits 
are trained in Mara militia camp and a camp south-west of Garsila and sent to fight in Jebel Marra or to 
operate in the Wadi Salih area. After the 31 January meeting of militia and the appointment of the notorious 
Ali Koshe as a Head of the Centre for Reserve Police, attacks on Fur people have increased.  
 
Mission to Um Kher 
UNHCR Mukjar visited Um Kher and the villages where UNHCR is implementing community-based 
reintegration projects to assess the continuation/discontinuation of the projects as a result of the gradual 
departure of the Fur tribe from the area due to harassment by nomads and militia. The villages are Amar, 
Dabonga, Delle, Tamar and Como (north-west of Um Kher). These villages are in the proximity of the Azum 
wadi and are on exceptionally fertile land, which is gradually being occupied by nomads. The villages are 
empty of the Fur tribes, while the Tama and Gimir are settling permanently. Most families left for Um Kher 
and a few for Habila. Sheikhs do not give figures of the families who left.  
 
Mission to Nyagadoula and Abata 
On 22 February, UNHCR and HAC jointly visited various villages in the Nyagadoula and Abata area from 
which displacement occurred in December 2005. There was a noticeable decrease of military, police and 
militia presence in Nyagadoula as compared to the last visit in late December 2005. The police officer in 
charge informed that most of the military/militia elements have moved on to Golo. IDP numbers in Abata 
have increased since December with Sheikhs now reporting 272 households from at least six Fur villages in 
the vicinity. The largest group comes from Termo (11 kilometres from Abata on the road to Nyagadoula), but 
the latest new arrivals are from Kutiri. They said they left after an incident in the Kutiri market, which 
reportedly left two Hotiya men dead. 
 
Zalingei camps 
There are continued tensions within the camps over the issue of nomads transiting and IDP allegations that 
this is generally accompanied by harassment and intimidation on the part of the nomads. The issue is of 
particular concern in Hamediya camp where proximity to the Taiba site accommodating Hotiya (including 
armed men) heightens the sense of vulnerability felt by the Fur in neighbouring Hamediya. UNHCR hopes to 
build on preliminary contacts (established by Danish Refugee Council) with the Arab damras close to the 
camps as an avenue of dialogue to ease tensions. This may yield some modest results but is unlikely to have 
a major impact in lessening concerns about the Taiba site in the event that the ongoing reconciliation 
conference does not reach a satisfactory conclusion. HAC and the Ministry of Planning continue to postpone 
planning for the Taiba site. They do not acknowledge the site as a camp, insisting that the people will all 
return once the reconciliation process is complete. Basic services are only provided on an ad hoc basis, 
despite the best efforts of NGOs to remedy this.  
 
Camp coordination  
UNHCR organized a camp management training in Khartoum on 12-14 February for 23 NGO camp 
coordinators and UNHCR staff directly involved in camp coordination, management and protection. The 
objective of the training was to familiarize the staff with the resources in the Camp Management Toolkit, 
which was developed jointly by UNHCR and NRC. 
 
UNHCR held meetings with the Riyad camp coordinator to discuss a number of issues of concern, including 
the production of alcohol in the camp and its impact on security of IDPs; the continued and growing presence 
of armed Arabs and the inability of the police to act and re-route them out of the camp; the move without prior 
consultation with the camp coordinator of the local Arab animal market closer to the camp; and firewood 
collection issues. UNHCR also met with the AU Sector Commander and Military Observation Commander to 
incorporate sites of firewood collection by IDPs outside of the El Geneina camps into their regular patrols as 
well as to identify specific areas for more focused patrolling.  
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Women’s centres in Krenek 
On 19 February, UNHCR conducted a joint mission with UNMIS Human Rights to Krenek to visit the 
women’s centres run by Save the Children-US (SC-US) as well as to review the referral pathway and its 
functional capacity to serve survivors of gender-based violence. After visiting the women’s centres and the 
clinics and speaking with the women in the community, it appears that the centres are being used but that 
attendance in certain literacy classes and income-generating activities has once again dropped. This seems 
to be related to the fact that women are involved in agricultural activities. Overall, the referral system in 
Krenek is well established and is responding to the needs of survivors who have access or are aware of the 
women’s centres. Increasing awareness and educating the wider community about access to services for 
survivors needs to be further explored.   
 

 
Women’s centre in Krenek. Photo: UNHCR/H. Caux/May 2005 

 
Gender-based violence strategy for all Darfur States 
UNFPA sponsored and organized a Darfur-wide gender-based violence strategy meeting on 13-14 February 
in El Fasher. All gender-based violence actors from the three Darfur States attended, including UN agencies 
and international NGOs playing a major role in prevention and response. Overall, there were over 30 
participants from UNHCR, UNFPA, UNMIS Human Rights, UNDP, IRC, SC-US and Relief International. The 
final version of the strategy will be issued once revisions and comments on the draft are incorporated. The 
strategy focuses on prevention and response issues and activities. Using the strategy, each state-level 
gender-based violence working group is tasked to design state-specific work plans.  
 
SOUTH DARFUR 
 
Population movements  
It was reported that there are new arrivals in Gereda IDP camp. According to the report, a total of 30,000 
persons have been displaced from villages close to the camp since December 2005. The camp population 
currently stands at 90,000. There are also movements of a lesser scale from other parts of South Darfur. 
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Inter-agency mission to Mershing 
An inter-agency assessment mission traveled to Mershing on 11 February to assess the situation of 
returnees. The residents of the town and the IDP population fled Mershing to Manawashi as a result of 
attacks on 22 and 25 January by armed men on horses and camels who stormed the town and looted the 
market, killing six people and injuring eight. During the journey, 38 women reportedly suffered miscarriages 
and early deliveries; many children died while 220 went missing. These attacks followed an incident on 18 
January when a police vehicle was ambushed between Mershing and Manaweshi by armed men and four 
police officers were killed. When IDPs went to pay their respects to the Police Commander, they were told 
that it was their sons in the SLA who had conducted the ambush and there would be consequences.  
 
The mission found that most of those who fled to Manaweshi returned to Mershing, although some went to 
Otash camp. There are no precise figures on how many people actually returned to Mershing, although it 
seems that the town’s resident population (20,000) has been more comfortable in returning than the IDP 
population (31,000). Those remaining in Manawashi expressed concerns about security in Mershing, despite 
the fact that the police unit in Mershing has been replaced and that the AU has been undertaking patrols in 
the area. The team established that there are three separate police units now in Mershing, but it is not clear 
how they interact and coordinate. The IDPs who have returned to Mershing are not yet in a position to say 
whether they are comfortable with the new police force. The IDPs remaining in Manawashi reported that the 
Wali told the Sheikhs that he wants the IDPs to return to Mershing. He organized trucks and fuel for this 
purpose and the IDPs agreed. 
 
Visit of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General 
The Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) traveled to South Darfur for a two-day mission 
to visit Shaeria, Gereida and Mershing. Upon arrival in Shaeria, the SRSG was briefed by the AU and later 
met with IDPs at the AU base in the presence of the Commissioner and the Deputy Wali. Some 1,000 
demonstrators gathered at the AU base with slogans such as “We want the AU and not international forces.” 
He then met with HAC, the National Security Commissioner and the Police Commissioner. He also met with 
tribesmen from Shaeria locality, who raised the issue of security. In Mershing, the SRSG held meetings with 
the Wali, the Commissioner of Nyala and the Police Commissioner as well as with groups of people at the 
AU base who requested international intervention. In Gereida, he met with IDPs at the AU base who 
complained about shortage of basic services, such as water. The SRSG then met with the SLA commander 
who is guarding the town. The SRSG requested that the SLA leave the town but the commander insisted that 
the SLA was invited by the people of Gereida. The SRSG then underlined the need for reconciliation 
between militia and the SLA and offered the help of his office in the reconciliation process.  
 
Upcoming lawyers’ colloquium 
UNHCR along with USAID is funding and supporting the lawyers’ colloquium that will take place in Nyala 
from 12 to 14 March to form a lawyers’ network for Darfur. About 40 lawyers from all Darfur States and 
Khartoum will attend the meeting as well as UN agencies, including UNHCR, UNMIS, UNFPA, and USAID. 
Amnesty International has also been invited to participate.  
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 2 February 2006 
Requirements for Darfur: US$ 33,000,000 (this figure is under review) 
2006 Contributions: US$ 3,400,334* 
*Out of this amount, US$ 2,025,000 represents an allocation from the UN Common Humanitarian Fund against which UNHCR can 
mobilize resources until funding becomes available during the first quarter of 2006. 


