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Situation 
 

1. An update as of 11 am on Monday 27 October on river levels reveals that while river 
levels in the South and West of the country are falling or stagnant, the rivers continue to 
rise in the North. Waters along the Rio Hondo (on the border with Mexico) are rising. 
Along the Macal River (in Cato district) water levels are falling very slowly, including in 
San Ignacio, where the water is high, but falling slowly. In the Belize district and in 
particular the Belize River Valley, waters are rising. There are some concerns about the 
Belama area, especially phases 3 and 4. Equally the Burrell Boom area and Ladyville are 
being watched closely, as water may inundate the highway, complicating both traffic 
between Belize City and Belmopan, and impede transportation to the airport.  
 

2. One person has been confirmed dead and four people are missing and suspected dead. 
Two adults and a minor capsized in a canoe in the Arenal area of the Cayo District near 
the border with Guatemala; the assumed body of the minor has been found. A further two 
persons are presumed dead after their canoe capsized near Calla Creek in Cayo District.  

 
3. The Chief Meteorological Officer reports that a cold front currently extending from 

Western Cuba to the Gulf of Honduras will be bringing cooler weather and the possibility 
of light to moderate rains. There are no tropical cyclone formations expected, and most of 
the expected rain is expected to fall over the sea or on the coast, hence giving the 
flooded areas a chance to dry out somewhat.  

 
4. A detailed sectoral assessment is being carried out in Cayo district. A completed report 

will be available on Monday at the latest. It is already clear that damages in Stann Creek 
and Toledo districts are minimal compared with damages in Cayo. Assessments of the 
Belmopan area (extending to Unionville) and Orange Walk district will begin tomorrow, 
Tuesday 28th. In Corazal, damage assessments are not being conducted yet as the 
waters are still rising. Preliminary figures do already show damages in Corazal district of 
90 houses, BZ$690,000 in the agricultural sector (not counting damages to be calculated 
from Frutas Bombas and the Sugar Industry control board, expected to be significant). In 
Orange Walk, 35 houses have been damaged. Data is not yet in for the agricultural 
sector. In Belize District, 52 houses are damaged, however many homes in this area are 
elevated on stilts and have hence avoided serious damage. In the agricultural sector, 
damage is nearly $1 million, most of which is in subsistence farming. This area is a food 
basket for the rest of the country as regards fruit and vegetables, and so could have 
significant impact in months to come. 

 
5. As of noon Monday 27th October, 309 people were in shelters. In Cayo District 94 

persons, in Corazal 39, in Orange Walk 72 and in Belize 94. No shelters have yet been 
opened in Belize City; the need will be assessed Tuesday.  

 
6. Many areas are experiencing problems with contaminated water systems. In the Belize 

River Valley, 6 out of 9 water systems are contaminated. In San Ignacio, where there are 
three wells, two have been contaminated by polluted river water. It is currently advised 
that municipal water in these areas is unsafe to drink. Water has been supplied to 105 



families, however it is clear that there will be further needs, possibly beyond the ability of 
the Government to respond as quickly as is necessary.  

 
7. The Government has emphasized that there will be a need to provide food aid to a 

significant number of families over a period of at least six weeks. A majority of affected 
people in Belize and Corazal Districts are subsistence farmers, or subsistence workers, 
who will be seriously affected over months to come. A full list of needs will be made 
available on Wednesday at the latest. It is clear that items such as emergency kits, 
cleaning kits, and mattresses will be needed immediately. The government has 
emphasized that it is in need of assistance to provide and distribute these essentials.  

 
8. There is no evidence of serious outbreaks of disease. The Ministry of Health is carrying 

out surveillance in most of the affected communities, and health workers are on 24 hour 
rotation. There have been several reports of skin infections, gastro-intestinal infections 
and fever and cough, as well as diarrhea, however the numbers are not significantly 
above the normal background levels.  

 
9. NEMO estimates the following numbers of people have been impacted as of Saturday 25 

October: 
 

Number of persons impacted* 
Cayo 6, 639 
Belize District 1,250 
Orange Walk 1,754 
Corazal 1,448 
Total 11,091 
* By “impacted” is meant people who need food and water; 
had to be evacuated; lost crops; required related medical 
services etc. Figures from NEMO (Saturday 24 Oct) 

 
 
National Response and UN Response: 
 

10. NEMO and the six key subcommittees (Relief and Supplies, Health, Transport, Damage 
Assessment and Needs Analysis and Search and Rescue) are still under 24 hour 
operations. Distribution of emergency supplies is being focused on the Northern Parts of 
the country, particularly Orange Walk and the Belize River Valley.  

 
11. PAHO has been working closely with the Ministry of Health and will be providing technical 

support to the MOH for the period 27-31 October with the visit of an expert in water and 
sanitation. PAHO is also in the process of procuring medical supplies requested by the 
MOH and support the airing of health messages over the radio. 

 
12. UNICEF has supported NEMO’s efforts to provide clean drinking water by distributing 

600 collapsible water containers (10 litres) to areas with contaminated water supply. 
 

13. UNDP and UNICEF are coordinating efforts to support the capacity of the Government of 
Belize, including by assisting with the procurement of key supplies such as cleaning kits 
and mattresses.  

 
14. One UN vehicle with driver has been lent to NEMO to assist in the distribution of supplies 

and emergency equipment. 
 



15. The Red Cross has committed to providing food for one month for 300-500 families. Red 
Cross teams are on the ground in a number of affected areas and have up to date 
information about current needs. The UN team is coordinating with the Red Cross to 
ensure complementarity of efforts.  
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