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This report was issued by the Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa (ROSEA). It covers the period from 
17 to 24 March 2010.  The next report will be issued within the next two weeks. 
 

 

 
Rainfall over the first quarter of 2010 was above average over the northern areas of southern Africa. Heavy 
rainfall in Lusaka Province in Zambia prompted the temporary relocation of affected households and 
preceded a cholera outbreak. Rainfall across the Zambezi basin catchment area, specifically in northern 
Zambia and northern Mozambique, led to an increase in the flow of the Zambezi River, which, in addition to 
localized rainfall, caused flooding in the Caprivi Region in Namibia and in some areas of Mozambique. 
Flooding has also been reported in parts of Angola and in northern Zimbabwe. Moderate Tropical Storm 
“Hubert” hit Madagascar 
on 10 March, leading to 
flooding on its eastern 
coast. 

During the past seven 
days, the Inter-tropical 
Convergence Zone (ITCZ) 
migrated further north. 
Dry conditions sustained 
moisture deficits over 
local areas in central 
Mozambique and north-
western Madagascar.  
Heavy rains sustained 
moisture surpluses along the east coast of Madagascar, northern Mozambique, and some areas in Zambia, 
Botswana, and eastern South Africa. 

Although more rain is expected in the region over the next two weeks, the migration of the Inter-Tropical 
Convergence Zone (ITCZ) signals the end of the rainy season.  
 

 
According to the Government, heavy rains hit Ebo district in Kwanza-Sul Province on 21 and 22 March 
rendering 15,000 families homeless. In Luanda city, a number of residences and roads were flooded following 
heavy rains on 23 March.   
 

 
A multi-cluster meeting was held on 22 March where the humanitarian community was briefed on the impact 
of the Moderate Tropical Storm “Hubert” and the response to date, including the state of pre-positioning 
efforts, logistics needs for the next ten days, finalisation of multi-sectoral assessment plans, and finalisation of 
the Emergency Cash Grant (ECG) request, of USD100, 000, which was subsequently submitted on 23 March. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• Flooding in Malawi’s Dedza district affects about 4500 people. 
• Flooding in Namibia’s Caprivi Province displaces close to 5,000 people. 
• The Government of Mozambique downgraded the emergency status from Red to Orange Alert 
• Heavy rains in Angola renders 15,000 families homeless. 
 

II. Regional Situation Overview 

III. Angola 

IV. Madagascar 

Source: NOAA 

Probability of 7-day total rainfall exceeding 50mm 
23 – 29 March 2010   30 March – 5 April 2010 
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The ECG seeks to carry out in-depth assessments of the affected districts as some of them up to now, are 
difficult to access. The assessments are expected to start towards the end of this week.  
 

 
Flooding that affected 900 households (about 4500 people) was reported over the last week in Dedza district, 
Central Province. Preliminary reports indicate that crops were affected. The Disaster Management 
Department is currently carrying out assessments and results are expected soon.  
 
The flood situation, compared to previous years is better. Rains continue to fall but in reduced amounts in the 
central and southern regions. Reports received by the UN Resident Coordinators’ Office indicate that the 
flooding is affecting mainly crops in fields along river banks.  
 
Rains have resumed in areas that had experienced prolonged dry spells between December and January, 
paving the way for the production of root crops, a substantive supplement to maize, Malawi’s staple food.  
 

As a result of the decrease in water levels and successful response efforts since 9 March, the Government of 
Mozambique officially downgraded its emergency status from Red Alert level to Orange for all flood-affected 
areas starting on 23 March. The National Emergency Operations Centre (CENOE) will partially be activated 
with the Orange Alert for continuous monitoring of the current situation. 

The general flood situation is stabilizing. In the Púngoè and Messalo Basins, the water level is gradually 
decreasing but remains above alert level. Levels at Caia and Marromeu in the Zambezi basin remain above 
alert levels. In Nampula, Cabo Delgado and Niassa, rainfall is normalising in line with the end of the rainy 
season. The Cahora Bassa Dam decreased its discharges into the Zambezi River from 3,500 to 2,700 cubic 
meters per second.  

The response efforts continue in the affected districts. Around 25,000 people have received messages on 
promotion of good hygiene practices and malaria prevention in Mutarara district. Social mobilisation activities 
for cholera and malaria prevention and promotion of exclusive breastfeeding have started in the Marromeu 
districts (mobile units) and Morrumbala and Mopeia districts. Support continues to be provided to the 
provincial and district authorities to increase capacity for rehabilitation of water points and revitalisation of 
water committees and maintenance groups to ensure continuous access to safe water in affected ‘bairros’ in 
Mopeia, Marromeu (Sofala Province) and Mutarara districts. 

The Government has sent an official request for food assistance for 100,000 food insecure people in the four 
most affected districts: Mutarara, Mopeia, Morrumbala and Chinde. In response, a total of 1,700 MT of food 
(including cereals, pulses and corn soy blend (CSB)) was dispatched to the main logistics hub in Caia, to 
cover more than 88,000 beneficiaries in these four districts. UNICEF negotiated with Tete’s Provincial 
Department of Health (DPS) to release some nets in stock for regular programme for the flood affected areas. 
Five thousand Mosquito nets from Tete arrived Caia on 22 March for distribution to affected families in Caia 
and Mopea. 

With water levels decreasing, difficulties in accessibility are no longer affecting school attendance. Most 
schools have re-opened enabling the school year to resume in affected areas. Make-up classes are being 
offered on Saturdays in some localities. 

The Logistics Cluster is briefing cluster members daily, or as appropriate, on the logistics operation and 
situation in the flood area, and information on road access is being shared among partners. Parts of Mutarara  
and Chinde district are still unreachable by road, but relief items and food are being transported to these 
isolated areas by boat from Caia, Sena and Matilde in Marromeu. Tambara in Manica Province is partly cut 
off, only 4x4 trucks can pass the road, but it is also possible to reach Tambara by river. To ensure deliveries, 
WFP has contracted 10 barges to reach the areas where people are in need of food and other assistance. 
 

V. Malawi 

VI. Mozambique 

VII. Namibia 
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There are reports of flooding in Caprivi Province. Preliminary information from the humanitarian community 
report that so far, 4,890 people have been registered at 5 relocation sites; Schuckmannsburg, Libula, Lisikili, 
Likunganelo and Imukusi. Registration is ongoing.  It is reported that local authorities in the Caprivi are 
leading the response. Indications are that the authorities have the response under control and they will not be 
a need for outside assistance. However, the Government is contemplating sending a team from the national 
level to assist in the response.  
 
The high water level that was earlier reported in the Cuvelai River at Ondjiva in Angola is now crossing the 
Namibian border just west of Omafo. The water is on its way to the Oshakati area, but this is not a cause for 
major concern at the moment. The water levels in the Oshanas further to the west and to the south are further 
subsiding, as are the water levels of the Kavango River at Rundu. 
 

 
During the first part of March 2010, most parts of Copperbelt Province and some parts of Southern Province 
experienced increased rainfall activities, which resulted in some localized flooding. According to a FEWSNET 
crop monitoring mission, conducted between 9 and 11 March, the high rainfall received in Southern Province 
resulted in the Kasaya River in southern Kazungula bursting its banks and causing widespread flooding. Most 
crop fields and houses along the river have been inundated. It is worth noting that in 2008, the Kasaya area 
was affected by floods and the Government was prompted to relocate the communities from this flood prone 
area to a more permanent area in Nampande settlement in Mambova camp in Kazungula. A few communities 
refused to relocate, as their main source of livelihood was fishing and they feared difficulties in resorting to 
other livelihoods such as crop production. 
 
The weather forecast indicates that there is a probability of increased rainfall activities in some areas of the 
upper Zambezi basin, which could lead to another rise in the water levels of the Zambezi and Luangwa River.  
 
Water levels at some gauging stations in the upper Zambezi River Basin have decreased due to reduced 
rainfall activities in North Western and Western Provinces. The water levels in Lake Kariba have continued to 
rise as a result of high rainfall received in most parts of Sinazongwe district as explained in the rainfall 
situation analysis section above. As of 14 March, the Kariba dam was 76% full. The level of water in Lake 
Kariba rose by 10cm from 485.56m on 8 March to 485.66m on 14 March. The opening of the floodgates of the 
Kariba Dam on 9 March reduced the rate at which water levels rose.  
 
Much of the water from the middle and upper basin areas of the Zambezi is expected to reach Lake Kariba 
some time in April/May 2010. Depending on the rate of discharge decided upon by the Zambezi River 
Authority, communities in the lower Zambezi Basin could be affected. This will call for intensified sensitization 
of communities by the Government and its cooperating partners so as to reduce the level of impact when the 
gates are opened. 

As of 14 March 2010, an estimated 2,081 cholera cases including 38 deaths have been reported throughout 
Zambia, with Lusaka Province being the most affected. 

Cholera in Zambia, as of 14 March 2010 
Province Cases Deaths 
Lusaka 1591 30 
Southern 179 2 
Copperbelt 199 6 
Northern 1 0 
Luapula 111 0 
Total 2,081 38 
Source: UN Resident Coordinator’s Office, Ministry of Health 
 
Preventive and control measures are being undertaken by national authorities with support of cooperating 
partners. The following activities are being undertaken to respond to the cholera outbreak:  

UNICEF has been in contact with ECHO on possible funding for the current situation in Lusaka through their 
water facility funding mechanism. ECHO has referred UNICEF to the EU Delegation to see if such funding 
could be provided. UNICEF and the NGO WASH Forum met to discuss additional ways to mobilize resources 

VIII. Zambia 
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to support Government in providing clean water. A team has been established to finalize a proposal, which will 
be submitted to the RC. 
 

On 4 March, flash floods from the overflowing Mwazamutanda River swept across the area of Kanyemba in 
Mbire district, Mashonaland Central Province. According to Oxfam, around 820 people were affected, with 
about 41 people from 7 households having had homesteads destroyed and 755 people having had their crops 
destroyed. A total of 1,157 hectares of maize crop, 143 hectares of groundnuts, 87 hectares of sorghum, 16 
hectares of cotton and about a hectare of chilly were washed away.  Oxfam estimates that the entire 
population living within a five km radius of the river – about 4,000 people - are at risk of being affected if more 
flooding were to occur. However, there have been no new reports of flooding in the past three weeks.  

The humanitarian response has been substantial. The Government, through the Department of Civil 
Protection, has provided tents to families needing temporary shelter, and has also provided 60 metric tons of 
maize and fuel coupons to the Mbire District Council to facilitate the distribution of grain to the needy. IOM, 
the Zimbabwe Red Cross and Oxfam GB have provided and continue to provide food and non-food items to 
the affected community. According to the Department of Civil Protection, the affected communities now 
require agricultural inputs and extended food assistance, in order to address chronic vulnerability.  

The Humanitarian Country Team have concluded that there is no need to develop a contingency plan 
specifically for flooding in the Mbire district, as flooding is included as a scenario in the National Contingency 
Plan. Demographic data on the affected area have been compiled and shared with key stakeholders. OCHA 
is tracking humanitarian assistance to Mbire district. 
 

 
Governments across the region are coordinating the response through respective National Disaster 
Management Authorities with support from international humanitarian partners.  
 

Kelly David 
Head of Office, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1609 
david1@un.org, Cell Phone +27 829 081 338 

Hein Zeelie 
Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1665 
zeelie@un.org, Cell Phone +27 823 283 038 
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please email zeelie@un.org or visit 
ochaonline.un.org/rosea.  
 
 
 
 

IX. Zimbabwe 

X.  Coordination 

XI. Contact 



Southern Africa: Flood and Cyclone Damage in 2010
24 March 2010

Country Affected Displaced Deaths
Houses 

Destroyed Food Security Infrastructure Damage

Angola          99,255  11500†                  7  3816****  NK 

Houses damaged: 574; medical facilities damaged: 2; schools damaged: 
17; bridges destroyed: 24; farms submerged: 751; churches damaged: 

14.* 
Madagascar          28,317  11,000**  NK NK NK NK 

Malawi            4,500  NK  NK  NK  NK  NK 

Mozambique          13,000 6300***  0  NK 

Food insecurity in the south, which is 
currently experiencing drought, is expected 

to affect 460,000 people between March 
2010 and March 2011.  

Many roads have been interrupted.

Namibia            4,890  0  0  0  0 

 Some roads flooded in the Caprivi Region. Four health facilities only 
accessible by boat or by crossing through Botswana or Zambia.  

Zambia               600  600***  0  NK  NK 
 Some houses submerged; some roads interrupted, damage to bridges 

and culverts; some crop fields destroyed. 

Zimbabwe               820 NK NK 7

Agricultural inputs and and food assistance 
are required in order to address chronic 
vulnerability.

755 people had their crops destroyed:  1,157 hectares of maize crop, 143 
hectares of groundnuts, 87 hectares of sorghum, 16 hectares of cotton 

and about a hectare of chilly were washed away.  

Total

*No information available for the affected province of Cunene

**Many have since returned to their homes

***This figure is for relocation, not displacement

**** Figure does not include Ebo District

†This figure is for "homeless", not displaced, and includes only Cunene province.

Compiled by OCHA ROSEA. Date: 24 March 2010. Data partial and incomplete. NK means Not Known.

Sources: Angola  Civil Protection Commission; Madagascar BNGRC; Madagascar RCO; Madagascar Red Cross; Mozambique HCT; FEWSNET; Namibia Hydrological Services; Zambia RCO; OCHA Zimbabwe Zimbabwe CPU
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New Flooding Reports Since Last Update

as of 24 March 2010

The Government of Mozambique
officially downgraded the emergency
status from Red to Orange as a result
of a decrease in water levels and
successful response efforts.

Heavy rains on 21 and 22 March
rendered 15,000 families homeless
according to the Government of Angola

The humanitarian community put in a
USD100,000 Emergency Cash Grant request to
carry out in-depth multi-sectoral assessments of
the affected districts.

Flooding in the Caprivi has resulted in
the relocation of a number of people to
five sites. So far 4,890 people have
been registered at the sites.
Registration is ongoing.

2,081 cholera cases and 38 cholera related
deaths have been reported in Zambia. Most
of them have been reported in Lusaka,
which had 1,591 cases and 30 deaths as of
14 March 2010.

Namibia

About 4,500 people were affected by floods over the past week in
Dedza district in Central Province. Preliminary reports indicate that
crops were affected. The Disaster Management Department is
currently carrying out assessments and results are expected soon.


