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Key Messages
Recent good 'kremti' rains have benefited the 2010 main season cereal crops.

Late but good rains have improved the prospect of a good harvest, but the country remains vulnerable due to low 
productivity and erratic rainfall.

Different agencies project very hig and extremely alarming levels of food insecurity.

The Government aims at improving food security by increasing production and securing food reserves.

Background
The total population was 4,996 million in 2008, with an annual growth rate of 3%. The estimated proportion of undernourished population 
reached 68% in 2005.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2008 (WB) 4.927

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 3%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2008 (WB) 640

Population below 1$ PPP per day n.a.

Rural population - 2008 (WB) 79%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2007 (WB) 24%

Prices

No price data are available.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005/2007 (FAO) 64%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 74%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 14%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2008 (WHO) 65

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 61%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2007 (WHO) 1%

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

The onset of 2010 “kremti” rainy season was delayed by almost 
one month, with the first significant rainfall only by mid-July. 
Erratic rains continued until mid-August when it started to be 
above average in most parts of the country. Despite crop 
vegetation conditions have improved in main agricultural areas 
of Gash-Barka and Maekel regions and in parts of the Debub 
region, production prospects are still uncertain. Heavy rains 
have also caused floods in lowlands areas of Gash-Barka 
region with damages to infrastructures and standing crops. 
According to UNHCR, at least 60,000 Eritrean refugees have 
crossed into Ethiopia since the border conflict, with more than 
36,000 living in three camps and two community centres, a 
recent Ethiopian government law allowed Eritrean refugees to 
live outside the camps. The new policy allows Eritrean refugees 
to live in urban areas, improving their access to services.

Refugees and IDPs 2007 2008 2009

Total in the country 7061 5084 4893

Total outside the country 220957 201094 223570

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/09/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2009-02-06 Sahil 1/3

Earthquake 2009-02-05 Sahil 1/3

Earthquake 2009-01-01 Sahil 1/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.
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Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the rainy season normal conditions are 
observed for the major part of the country with some concerns 
for the provinces of Debub and Gash Barka. The general 
indicator of vegetation condition provided below is the relative 
difference between the NDVI for August 2010 and the average 
of the last 10 years, calculated on the agricultural zones derived 
from the GLOBCOVER land cover database (2005).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Food Security Situation Assessment

GIEWS reports widespread lack of access to food in the short 
term. WFP describes a situation of very high hunger while 
IFPRI estimates also extremely alarming prevalence of hunger.
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Food Balance Sheet

Harvesting of 2010 main season crop is expected to start at the 
beginning of November. Crop harvest for 2010, in all parts of 
the country, is expected to be higher than that of previous years.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The main aim in the Gvmt’s agenda is to ensure food security 
by raising productivity and national food reserves. Several 
activities are designed to enhance productivity and economic 
growth in 2011. These include water conserving infrastructures, 
construction of roads and expansion of social services. Seeds 
have been made available to farmers in different regions.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

Goal of building up national stocks.

Producer oriented measures Support to inputs for crop production; 
infrastructures.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

ERITREA-ETHIOPIA: Refugees embrace life “out of camps”

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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