
 

 

Houses submerged in Garissa flooding

KENYA: FLOODS UPDATE NO.6 4 December 2006

This Information Bulletin (no. 6/2006) reflects the information available at this time. For further 
information specifically related to this operation please contact:  
• Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Email: gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org.  
• Dr. Asha Mohamed, Deputy Secretary General, Email:  mohamed.asha@kenyaredcross.org   
• Ahmed Abdi, Acting Head of Disaster Preparedness and Response, Email: 

abdi.ahmed@kenyaredcross.org  
• Anthony Mwangi, Public Relations Manager, Email:  info@kenyaredcross.org  
 
The Situation 
Torrential rains continue to pound 
various parts of Kenya. Some of 
the latest worst hit areas include 
Ijara, Garsen, Garissa and 
Budalangi. Some areas are still 
totally cut off from the rest of the 
country. In Ijara, for instance, 
some students were unable to 
reach home after closing school 
due to the floods, as they were 
marooned. In Budalangi, the 
collapsing of dykes has led to 
flooding which has left more than 
10,000 people displaced. 
According to the Kenya Red Cross 
Society, 44 have died as a result of 
the floods countrywide.  
 
Coast Province 
In Garsen, over 1,804 households have been affected. Most of the displaced people are camped at 
Kibaoni and Orna area. Others have camped at Idsowe, Gamba and Jamazo. Due to flooding in Tana 
River, the worst hit area is Mzanini Ndera location. However, the Pokomo side is also affected and 
people have started to move to safer grounds. There are no boats in the area to evacuate the affected 
people since the roads are inaccessible. The rescue team has been forced to use a small canoe for 
evacuation purposes. There are fears of attacks from crocodile and hippos from the infected Tana River.  
 
Tana River: Internally displaced people (IDP) from ten villages are currently camped at Morokani and 
Bale, 25km from Bura town. Lack of proper sanitation and shelter materials are the main concern. 
Diseases such as malaria, diarrhoea and pneumonia have been detected and are a threat to children and 
the aged. The only dispensary in the area is in Bura, 17km away, but is inaccessible and with insufficient 
medical personnel to cope with a disease outbreak. A total of 1,087 families at six camps situated in 
different schools were identified by mission teams. Six other camps were marooned while two camps 
were not accessed.  
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Residents have expressed delay in receiving relief items from relief agencies. In addition, the poor 
inaccessible road conditions have made it difficult for rescue personnel to access the affected 
communities. Also, those marooned cannot be reached due to lack of rescue facilities and equipment. 
Aerial support is needed to rescue the marooned. The health situation may deteriorate due to poor 
sanitation and lack of potable water.  
 
Further reports indicate that 303 families are displaced in Chifiri village, while another 86 are displaced 
in Hola and camped at Laza.  
 
Eastern Province 
In Makueni, five children have died due to floods. Three children were swimming in an earth dam that 
collapsed. The other two perished when a waterlogged well collapsed. According to reports from Arid 
Lands Resource Management Project (ALRMP) and DDO, five earth dams were breached. The earth 
dams are located in vulnerable areas and urgent measures are required to provide alternative water 
sources. Due to the long rains a spate of possible aflatoxin poisoning is anticipated. The earth dams are:  

1. Mukuku Earth Dam in Kalawa Division where 3,600 people were affected 
2. Mukuyuni Earth Dam in Kibwezi Division where 4,200 people were affected 
3. Maana Eli Earth Dam in Kalawa Division where 2,500 people were affected 
4. Mutembuku Earth Dam in Kalawa Division where 2,000 people were affected 
5. Kalii Earth Dam in Tulimani Division where 1,500 people were affected 

 
In Mwingi, some roads are completely cut off. Houses belonging to 20 families and 85 acres of crops 
were completely washed away. In Machakos, according to the media, Kwa Kiluli Dam in Kangundo 
burst its banks on 3rd December 2006 following three days of heavy rains.  
 
Rift Valley Province 
In Baringo, there are fears of flooding if the heavy rains persist. However, the Marigat D.O has taken 
mitigation measures by alerting chiefs to inform the community living near the banks of Pekerra River to 
move to higher ground. The community has, unfortunately, not heeded to his call. In Nandi North, one 
person was swept away while crossing River Mitetie, which joins River Mokong and River Yala. River 
Yala has burst its banks. There are fears of landslides in Kapkagani and Mitetie where around 50 families 
would be affected if the landslides take place. 147 and 180 people were displaced in Kiptenden and 
Serogonic respectively and are camped at IDP camps along the roadsides that have food but no shelter. 
In Kiptenden, four cases of TB have been reported. 
 
Nyanza Province 
Two deaths were reported in Nyando district when River Nyando burst its banks on 30th November 
2006. 534 people have been displaced in Nyando and are currently at various camps in the district. Due 
to the overflow of River Nyando, Wangaya, Irrigation, Nyangoma and Ombei areas have been 
submerged. One man drowned when River Sondu Miriu burst it banks. In lower Nyakach, displaced 
persons have settled at St. Alloys Secondary and Nyalunya. In Siaya, 153 people have been displaced 
due to the flooding of River Yala. Uhendo and Mahuro villages in Uranga Divisions are flooded. The old 
dams have spilled over causing flooding in many areas and leaving five villages completely cut off and 
roads inaccessible. Dominion Farm and Kadenge are also flooded.  
 
Western Province 
In Busia, Khajula area, 900 people are affected, with 230 people having their houses submerged. In 
Sisenye, 1,000 people are affected – 140 of them critically - while one person died as he was crossing 
River Bubiri. At Budalangi D.O’s office, 6,800 people are affected, with 400 houses submerged 
following the breaking of dykes. The flooding situation in Budalangi is getting worse by the day.  
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In Siginga 190 families are displaced, while 240 houses have been submerged in Osieko and Mbulwani. 
150 people are camped at Lugali. Following an alarming rate of topping up of the dykes at Makunda 
Secondary School, the dyke eventually gave way on 30th December 2006 and 8,000 people are now 
displaced.  
 
Rift Valley Province 
In West Pokot, the road joining Chesogon, Kot and Kolwa Division in Baringo East was completely cut 
off due to the floods, while Muruny bridge has been washed away.  
 
North Eastern and Eastern Provinces 
In Isiolo, according to a DSG rapid assessment report, four people have died following heavy rains and 
resultant flooding. The report indicates 1238 households in Central division were affected and 15 
households in Boji sub-location and 88 families in Gafarsa in Garbatulla were completely displaced. 
Bridges were also washed away. Shortages of food stuffs 3 locations in Merti in Isiolo are not accessible 
totally. The situation in Isiolo is made worse by the change of land use upstream in the neighbouring 
Meru District and diversion of a whole stream towards Isiolo town during the road construction in Meru, 
when it rains in Meru the water is directed towards Isiolo.  
 
In Moyale, three dams were washed away in Ebbor, Holale, and Funanyatta, while 364 toilets in the 
whole district and 578 semi-permanent houses collapsed. In addition, the road network between Marsabit 
and Moyale was destroyed. There are fears of an outbreak of water borne diseases such as diarrhoea and 
malaria in Isiolo and Moyale. Many toilets have collapsed, 500 in Moyale alone, resulting in 
contamination of water sources. There is an urgent need of 3,000 mosquito nets, aqua tabs and 
chlorination of water sources, including health education for the communities.  
 
In Marsabit, rainfall has been experienced in the lowlands of North Horr and Loyangalani. Flooding is 
expected if the rains continue. The road between Illeret and Forole is damaged, thus hampering food 
distribution. Water is now available in the entire district. However, some areas in the district are 
inaccessible and this has hampered relief distribution. These areas include Hurri Hill, Illeret, Dukana, 
Balesaru, Malabot in North Horr and Songa, Badassa and Kituruni in Gadamoji.  
 
In Mandera, River Dawa, along Kenya-Ethiopia border, is overflowing rapidly. The river stretches 
200km from Border Point 1 to Malkamari and runs through Mandera town, Khallalio, Hararei, Rhamu, 
Rhamu Dimtu and Malkamari divisions. Malaria cases are on the increase. There is need for community 
sensitization on malaria control measures, treatment of water sources and mosquito nets distribution. El 
Wak and Ashabito divisions are equally affected. Some houses have been destroyed, while several toilets 
have collapsed El Wak.  
 
In Trans Nzoia, 120 families in Sambwani division are affected as a result of Nzoia River breaking Its 
banks. There is flooding in Namajalala location due to local community interfering with the natural water 
ways and settling on lowlands against official advice. There is a possibility that between 150 and 200 
families will be affected. In Kwanza Division, flooding has been reported but a confirmation has not 
been made regarding the number of people affected. Crops have been destroyed before harvest. This is 
critical noting that Trans Nzoia is the granary of this country.  
 
Red Cross Action 
The National Society has sent teams to all the affected areas to conduct rescue operations, distribution of 
relief items, health interventions and WatSan interventions. The National Society carried out a detailed 
eight-day assessment mission in Tana River. Non-food items were distributed to 163 families at Makini 
Primary School.  
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In Siaya, immunization of children under 5 years has taken place conducted the MOH. In Isiolo, the 
National Society distributed 780 tarpaulins, 1,325 blankets, 4,000 bars of soap, 1,000 kitchen sets and 
2,000 jerricans. In Busia, Budalangi, the National Society and various government departments carried 
out an assessment in Budalangi on 30th November 2006.  
 
In Moyale, the National Society distributed 82 tarpaulins, 82 kitchen sets, 1,000kg flour, 1,000kg sugar 
and 2,050kg unimix from the Marsabit reserve stocks to 82 households that were completely displaced. 
In Mwingi, the National Society distributed non-food items to 20 families. In Nyando, the National 
Society responded in Kogwedhi camp by distributing non-food items to 65 people. In Irrigation, rice 
drier the Branch distributed non-food items to 51 people, while in Obieyo, Ombaka, Nairobi camp and 
Nyamasoi the Nyando Branch issued non-food items to 209 people.  
 
In Nandi district, the government and the National Society will this week hold a three-day medical camp 
with a team from Baraton University, Nursing Department. In Trans Nzoia, the National Society visited 
the affected people together with two business communities namely Suam Supermarket and Transmat 
Supermarket. The businesses donated 20 blankets, 5 bales of flour and 10 litres cooking oil.  
 
The National Society, together with the International Federation, has revised the Floods Preliminary 
Appeal earlier issued on 15th November 2006. Details of the revised appeal will be highlighted in the 
next floods update.  
 
The National Society has already commissioned 55 M621 trucks to Marsabit, Dadaab, Garissa, Kwale, 
Kisumu, Nairobi, Lodwar and Budalangi to assist in logistical support. The National Society is also 
using 25 landcruisers to respond to the flood emergencies in Kisumu, Siaya, Eldoret, Nakuru, Kajiado, 
Machakos, Kwale, Mombasa, Hola, Garsen, Malindi, Garissa, Kerio Valley, Marsabit, Meru and 
Mpeketoni.  
 
The National Society had dispatched the following to the affected areas as of 4th December 2006.  

 
 
Coordination 
Players that have contributed towards the floods include:  

1. Red Cross Movement 
a. Provision of ERU support from the British Red Cross. The unit is already in Kenya. 
b. Other Movement partners are in the process of committing their support. 

2. CARE-K 
a. Provision of Sanitation facilities in Bakuyu and FTC 
b. Liaison with the PHOs office for the hygiene promotion 
c. Three tins of chlorine powder 
d. Promised to provide taps for Garissa, which the Ministry of Water (MoW) will attach. 
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3. Millennium Village Project (MVP) 
a. Health education team is in Dertu and will recruit village health workers. 
b. 3,000 mosquito nets availed 

4. Ministry of Water 
a. Has received Ksh 500,000 and Ksh 250,000 from Northern Water Services and Garissa 

Water Sewerage Co. respectively, which will be given to Garissa D.D.C.  
b. Intends to put water connection in Bakuyu, N.E.P 

5. Other donations 
a. Safaricom mobile company donated Ksh 5 million. 
b. The Lions Club International, through Al-Falah Islamic Institute, donated food items 

worth Ksh 700,000.  
c. Siginon Freight donated a 32MT Mercedes Actross truck to be used for logistical support.  
d. Portcross Ltd donated mosquito coils.  
e. Computer Revolution donated  

 
In Baringo, the government has alerted the community who are staying near the river to move to higher 
ground to prevent displacement. In Isiolo, the DSG mobilised local resources amounting to of Ksh 
600,000, which was used to purchase food items for 465 households and distributed alongside National 
Society’s non-food assistance. The DMoH donated 300 mosquito nets for distribution. The local 
administration in Garissa is cooperating well with agencies on the ground including WFP, UNICEF and 
Child Survival run by Catholic diocese of Garissa. The D.C has asked all partners and stakeholders to 
utilise registration records provided by the National Society. The floods response team will concentrate 
efforts in Bura as this is the most affected part of Garissa district.  
 
The Ministry of Health in Tana River plans to intervene by organising several medical camps. The 
National Society team has also conducted early warning to communities at risk further downstream in 
Tana River. A one-off food distribution has been carried out by the government in Tana River. The 
National Society sensitised the community on the dangers of landslides in Kapkagani and Mitetie in 
Nandi North and advised them to move to higher ground. A medical clinic is being organised in 
Kiptenden in Nandi North by the MoH. In Garissa, the local administration is contemplating relocating 
people who have settled at the Najah IDP camp as it is claimed to be strictly a children’s home. 
According to the Garissa District Public Health Office report, the centre has only eight children. After an 
assessment by the Government and National Society, the following was established:  
 
N.E.P Referrals-12                              underweights-12 
CASES UNDER 5 YRS OVER 5 YRS 
Malaria 40 50 
Pneumonia 5 2 
U.R.T.I. 7 3 
Eye Infection 13 7 
Ear infection 5 0 
Diarrhoea disease 15 8 
Dysentery 0 4 
FTC Referrals-1                                     underweight-5 
Malaria 20 25 
Pneumonia 0 1 
URTI 7 5 
Eye infection 25 6 
Ear infection 0 0 
Diarrhoea 25 6 
Dysentery 0 0 
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During the District Steering Group (DSG) sub-committee meeting for health, water and sanitation held 
on 29th November 2006, the municipal council put forward a request for tippers and excavators to assist 
in building a trench from the town to the river and clear drainage. However, they were advised to start 
using manual labour. A further testing of the watering points to establish the risk of contamination from 
the containers they use will be done. An experiment on 20l jerricans as leaky tins will be performed to 
gauge how effective they are. Saka location has received no food items for the last two weeks because 
floods have cut off the access roads.  
 
Immunisation in IDP camps has commenced and a total of 18 immunisation sessions have been done by 
mobile clinics. The number of toilets in the camps is very few. They include:  
 
Number of those in the camps   Number of Sanitation facilities 
Young muslim -400 households   3 toilets 
N.E.P poly-672 households    4 pit latrines 
Hyuga girls-572 households    6 working toilets-4 dilapidated 
FTC-300 households     5 twin pit latrines 
Madogo-981 households 
Najah-250 households  
 
An emergency medical camp is to be set up by the MoH for a possible cholera outbreak, but this is yet to 
be confirmed. Water tanks at the IDPs have no taps thus the water can easily be contaminated. The ToTs 
have been mandated with reporting to the DSG sub-committee on the daily situation in all the IDP 
centres, as well as conduct hygiene promotion in Madogo and Dadaab. The WatSan team from the 
National Society was requested by the DSG sub-committee of health, water and sanitation to conduct a 
further sampling of watering points and get a testing kit from the MoH.  
 
In Dadaab, relief distribution to 171 households was conducted in Saretho. A stranded refugee family 
was airlifted to Dadaab and their overnight accommodation paid by the National Society for onward 
travel to Ifo Camp the following day. Dagahaley and Ifo camps have been severely affected by the 
floods. Kumahumato and Alikune locations are still cut off with little medical supplies distributed by 
MSF-Spain. Two trucks and the National Society Branch landcruiser were stuck on 1st December 2006 
on the way back to Garissa. A rescue mission finally succeeded on 4th December 2006.  
 
Communication – Advocacy and Public Information 
The Kenya Red Cross Society is carrying out advocacy activities throughout the country. The National 
Society has devised a comprehensive plan to encourage the media to continue publishing information 
that would generate further support from the public and corporate sector. A number of interviews have 
already taken place between local and international media houses and key contact persons within the 
National Society. The National Society has also appeared upto 329 times between mid-October 2006 and 
4th December 2006, in the local newspapers, TV and Radio, as well as in international media and 
Websites. 
 
A floods story and press release has already been published on the Federation’s Website with more 
feature articles expected. The National Society Website is being updated every two days with Floods 
Update: http://www.kenyaredcross.org Photographs have also been shared with Geneva, PNSs and other 
stakeholders who have in turn helped raise the profile of the National Society. Due to its prominence in 
the local media, the National Society is respected and acknowledged by many stakeholders and the 
general public as a platform for reference information on the floods.  
 


