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Representatives of the Angolan and Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) Governments met in Kinshasa on 
13 October 2009 to seek an end to the expulsions.  In a joint Communiqué, they underlined the excellent 
relations between their two Governments and regretted the recent 'migration incidents.’  They committed to 
immediately stop the expulsions, and to seek sustainable solutions to the population movements between 
their two countries. To this end, they agreed to hold a 'Great Mixed Bilateral Commission' in Luanda in mid-
November.   

The two Heads of State also appealed to their respective populations to remain calm and respect the spirit of 
brotherhood that has always characterized their relations.  

However, despite the Communiqué, expulsions are reportedly continuing, according to humanitarian actors 
on the ground.  

 

                                                 
1 As of 22 October 2009. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 
• Representatives of the Angolan and Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) Governments met in 

Kinshasa on 13 October 2009, and publicly regretted the recent ‘migration incidents’ between the two 
countries. A joint Communiqué released on the same day called for the immediate cessation of 
expulsions between the two neighbors. 

• Despite the Communiqué, humanitarian actors on the ground report that the expulsions are 
continuing1.  

 
Angola 
• The number of Angolan nationals expelled from DRC had reached 39,000, according to the Angolan 

Ministry of Social Affairs and Reintegration’s (MINARS) last available estimate as of 17 October 2009. 
These include an undetermined but perhaps significant numbers of refugees. 

• MINARS and UN agencies (including UNFPA, UNICEF, UNHCR, IOM and WHO) undertook a needs 
assessment from 15 to 21 October 2009 in M’banza Congo in Zaire Province, and also delivered relief 
supplies. 

• The locations where populations are to be temporarily relocated do not contain landmines, according to 
National Mine Action authority (CNIDAH) in Angola. 

• The Angolan Red Cross and Save the Children have also carried out assessments in the affected 
areas.  

• MINARS and the Governor of Zaire Province have requested UNHCR to provide thousands of tents 
and other emergency non-food items. 

 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
• The number of DRC nationals expelled from Angola has significantly subsided in both Kasai and 

Bandundu provinces, but remained high in Bas-Congo Province, growing from 2,000 in July 2009 to 
18,000 in September 2009.  However, currently the daily rate of DRC nationals crossing the border has 
decreased from 500 to 150, according to IOM Angola. The vast majority of these are irregular migrants. 

• The number of DRC nationals expelled from Angola since December 2008 is estimated to be 160,000, 
of whom approximately 23.5% are women, while 28% are children, including under-fives. The current 
wave of expulsions can be traced back to December 2008, but recently peaked in September 2009.    

II. Situation Overview 
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Angola 
 
MINARS2 estimates that there are now some 39,000 Angolan nationals who have been expelled from the 
DRC. Approximately 10% of the 39,000 have arrived in the provinces of Bie, Bengo, Cabinda, Huambo, 
Kwanza Norte, Kwanza Sul and Luanda. Another 17% have arrived in Uige Province, while the majority -- 
73% -- have arrived in Zaire Province.   
 
Zaire Province 
Within the latter, the displaced are mainly concentrated in Luvo communal area in the DRC, 70 km from the 
Angolan provincial capital of M’banza Congo; and are currently being moved to the Government Fazenda 
Mama Rosa reception camp, where they are registered and receive basic assistance prior to longer-term 
resettlement.   The Fazenda Mama Rosa reception camp is currently situated along the border in an area that 
is not easily accessible due to poor road conditions. There is risk that during the rainy season this camp could 
be flooded.   
 
Additional camps are being established within Zaire, Cabina and Uige Provinces. 
 
Uige Province 

Approximately 9,000 Angolan expulsees have already arrived in Uige Province, according to the Angolan Red 
Cross (CVA), but the Government expects this number to climb to 30,000, as approximately 10,000 
expulsees already registered in Fazenda Mama Rosa in Zaire Province move to their areas of origin seeking 
permanent resettlement, and others still being expelled or crossing the border for fear of being targeted for 
expulsion continue to arrive. As a result, the need for NFIs, food, shelter kits, hygiene materials and drugs is 
expected to increase.  To accommodate this group, the Government is establishing a camp at Kituma, located 
2 km outside Uige city centre.  

 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
The number of DRC nationals expelled from Angola has significantly subsided in both Kasai and Bandundu 
provinces, but remained high in Bas-Congo Province, growing from 2,000 in July 2009 to 18,000 in 
September 2009.  However, currently the daily rate of people crossing the border has decreased from 500 to 
150, according to IOM Angola.  
 
While many have been forcibly expelled under inhumane conditions and usually without their possessions, 
others were given some time to gather their belongings. The expulsees have reported to authorities and aid 
workers incidences of rape and body searches without the minimum hygienic standards, increasing the risk of 
HIV transmission.  The vast majority of these are irregular migrants. However, some had never entered the 
DRC, having resided for long periods in Angola, including some businessmen and entrepreneurs.  
 
Those being expelled are arriving in the provinces of Bandundu (in Tembo, Kahungula, Mawangu, 
Popokabaka and Kasongo Lunda) and Bas-Congo (Muanda, Lufu, Yema, Yatch, Kimpangu, Kaindingi and 
Mayili); Western Kasai (Nsumbula, Kabungu, Kamako, Kabuakala, Mayanda, Kandjadji and Bostia localities 
in Tshikapa territory and Luiza, Luambo, Kalamba-Mbuji, Masuika, Yangala and Kalomba localities in Luiza 
territory) and Eastern Kasaï (Wikong). 
 
Bas-Congo 
 
DRC nationals 
Approximately 25,000 expelled DRC nationals have been registered in Muanda territory within Yema and 
Yatch towns and another 4,858 in Tshela territory within Kai-Ndingi and Mayili towns, according to DRC 
migration authorities. 
 
Angolan nationals 
About 40,000 Angolan nationals have been expelled from the DRC from the territories of Tshela, Matadi, 
Mbanza-Ngungu, Songololo, according to DRC migration authorities as of 15 October 2009.  They are 
gathered at the border post of Kuzi in DRC waiting to be registered and sent across the border. The 
conditions of Angolans from Mbanza-Ngungu and Songololo territories is particularly poor.  Many of them, 

                                                 
2 Last available count as of 17 October 2009. 
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having been rounded up from their homes, are now exposed to the elements and are in need of food. The 
group includes an undetermined number of refugees. UNHCR is closely monitoring the situation. 
 
Bandundu 
Approximately 9,000 DRC nationals have been expelled to Bandundu Province. Expulsions to this province 
are continuing albeit in smaller numbers.3  They have received little to no assistance.  It is expected that an 
additional 2,000 DRC nationals will soon arrive in Kahungula, due to the extreme pressure they are facing 
from Angolan authorities. 
 
Western Kasai 
Approximately 15,000 DRC nationals have been expelled to Western Kasai Province. Expulsions to this 
province are continuing albeit in smaller numbers.4  As at 15 October 2009, expulsions are continuing 
although in smaller waves.  From August to October 2009, the NGO Bureau Diocesain du Développement 
confirmed that amongst the 2,501 women registered during that period, 260 of them had been raped in 
Tembo locality in Bandundu province. 
 

 
Angola 
 
MINARS and UN agencies (including UNFPA, UNICEF, UNHCR, IOM and WHO) undertook a needs 
assessment from 15 to 21 October 2009 in M’banza Congo in Zaire Province, the full results of which will be 
included in the next situation report. Additionally, the Angolan Red Cross carried out an independent 
assessment of needs in M’banza Congo district in Zaire Province.  A second team travelled to Uige and 
Kituma camp in Uige Province. Save the Children UK is also conducting assessments.  
 
The Angolan army has in some of the affected areas provided materials for accommodation, registration, 
logistics, medical needs, sanitation and transportation. The Government has meanwhile called for technical 
support in the areas of camp management, shelter and water and sanitation, as well as material assistance, 
in particular health supplies and logistics. 
 
On 17-18 October 2009, in coordination with MINARS, humanitarian partners (UNICEF, Angolan Red Cross, 
IOM and UNHCR) provided relief items to cover the initial needs of affected populations in Zaire Province.  
Those included non-food items, water and sanitation supplies and equipment, education materials and 
supplies, construction kits, tarpaulins and a truck.   
 
While temporary camps are being established, the Government plans to transport populations to their final 
destinations as quickly as possible. Plans for reintegration for those expelled, many of whom have not lived in 
Angola for years, remain unclear. 
 
Agriculture  
The Ministry of Agriculture is undertaking an assessment in Zaire Province and plans to distribute seeds prior 
to the November/December) planting season. It is expected that the displaced will need food assistance for at 
least 6 months, until the harvest, which starts in March 2010.   
 
Emergency Shelter / Camp Management 
As of 13 October 2009, the Government has provided 1,000 tents in Zaire Province (with a capacity for 10 
people) and 100 in Uige province.  IOM has supplied 4,000 tarpaulins for temporary shelters.  Additional tents 
are required, in particular in Zaire Province, where the Governor has requested UNHCR to provide 3,500 
tents. MINARS has also requested additional tents and other non-food items. To this end, UNHCR is 
preparing an airlift to deliver tents and deploy an emergency response team. 
 
The Angolan Red Cross (CVA) has deployed 140 volunteers in the three provinces affected (Cabinda, Uige, 
Zaire) to assist with registration.  
 
 
                                                 
3 As of last available data on 15 October 2009. 
4 As of last available data from July to 10 October 2009. 
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Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
The water and sanitation situation in the Fazenda Mama Rosa reception camp is poor but is being addressed. 
The Angolan army is installing latrines. UNICEF is providing water treatment programmes and equipment. To 
date, chlorine tablets, baby formula bottles, water bladders, latrine slabs and soap have been distributed.  
UNICEF is currently preparing a second shipment of supplies, which will be distributed following the 
conclusion of the needs assessment. 
 
Education 
UNICEF has provided emergency education kits to cover immediate needs. Reintegration of the expelled 
children into the Angolan educational system will pose challenges, as many of them are not proficient in 
Portuguese and have no documentation indicating in which grade they were in when they left the DRC.  
 
Food and Nutrition 
The Government has provided a total of 537 MT of foodstuffs to the affected populations in the provinces of 
Zaire (453 MT), Uige (66.2 MT) and Cabinda (17.4 MT).  UNICEF dispatched a stock of plumpy-nut to prevent 
the acute malnutrition of vulnerable children. 
 
Health 
In Uige Province, health authorities dispatched a team of nurses to the Quimbata border post to guarantee 
first aid to the expulsees. Main health problems recorded among this population include diarrhea, malaria, TB 
and respiratory infections.  Some 150 persons have fallen ill, of which 17 are in critical state and are receiving 
treatment in Maquela do Zombo hospital.   
 
In Zaire Province, health authorities deployed a total of ten nurses. Five of these have been dispatched to the 
Luvo communal area, alongside Angolan Red Cross (CVA) volunteers. CVA has reported that the main health 
problems include TB, HIV/AIDS, diabetes, malaria, respiratory, skin, eye and urine infections.  The other five 
are assigned to the camp at Fazenda Mama Rosa, where the army has established a tent hospital.  
Ambulances have been mobilized to bring people from this military hospital to the M’banza Congo hospital. 
 
WHO provided emergency kits of essential drugs in Zaire Province to meet the needs of 10,000 people.    
 
The MoH has confirmed that drugs and medical staff are sufficient to cover the needs in both provinces. 
 
Logistics 
The Government has allocated 14 buses with a capacity of 40 to 70 seats to transport people to their areas of 
return.  UNICEF and IOM have each provided one vehicle to the Government to assist in transporting the 
expulsees. With the onset of the rainy season, more trucks will be needed due to poor road conditions. 
 
Protection 
Most returnees arrived without any proper documentation.  
 
No separated children have yet been identified among the expulsees.  However, MINARS has indicated that 
as a precautionary measure a child friendly space will be established to facilitate rapid reunification in the 
event of separations, and ensure that children are provided with appropriate support.  Save the Children is 
preparing a project to support child protection activities, including reunification. 
 
UNHCR is preparing to deploy an emergency response team to help address both protection and assistance 
issues. 
 
Mine Action                                                                                                                                                                                 
UNDP Mine Action has carried out an assessment of proposed temporary sites to determine suitability for 
habitation.  Suspected hazardous areas (SHA) have been found in some places identified as potential camp 
sites, in particular in the Luvo communal area south-west of Fazenda Mama Rosa.  National Mine Action 
authorities (CNIDAH) confirm that this location has low-impact SHA on both sides and should be treated with 
caution.  
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
 
The inter-agency assessment mission comprised of FAO, UNHCR, UNICEF, MONUC, UNIFEM, UNFPA, 
WHO, OCHA, CARITAS Congo, MEMISA Belgium, Congolese Red Cross, that travelled to the Bas-Congo 
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province from 8 to 12 October 2009 in support of the Provincial authority, advocated with both provincial and 
local authorities for the respect the human rights and dignity of those being expelled. The mission also 
advocated for the strengthening of the migration authorities, as well as the provision of transport for the 
expelled.   
 
Immediate needs in some areas for assistance include food, water, essential drugs and transport.  A common 
response strategy ia being organized. So far, the interventions of local and national authorities have been  
limited.   
 
Agriculture 
From a base in Tembo town. FAO is closely monitoring the situation of households expelled from the Angola 
in 2008 through a pilot project providing 4,800 households with agricultural inputs, technical training for 
extension agents.  
 
Food and Nutrition 
The NGO Action Contre la Faim (ACF) is assisting malnourished children who have been expelled in 
Tshikapa territory.  
 
Health 
WHO has been providing essential drugs to six health posts in Luiza and Tshikapa territories, which are now 
providing free health services to expulsees.  Areas of return are supported within the framework of WHO’s 
existing health programme in Western Kasai province.  UNICEF and WHO are organizing a campaign to 
vaccinate under-fives against measles, and pregnant women against tetanus.   
 
Medical kits were delivered to some health centres at border posts by members of the inter-agency mission. 
 
UNFPA has provided dignity kits and delivery kits to the Government from its pre-positioned stocks in 
Bandundu province to boost services to the expelled. 
 
UNICEF through partnership with Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is providing NFIs to expulsees in Tshikapa 
territory. 
 

 
Angola 
Response to the needs of the expulses is being coordinating by MINARS with support from the UN Disaster 
Management Team (DMT) and other international partners. 
 
 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
While a major humanitarian response operation is not expected, coordination in the affected areas could 
nonetheless be strengthened. 
 
Additionally, in order to strengthen coordination of support to Angolan refugees, UNHCR’s presence requires 
reinforcement in the District des Cataractes to ensure regular monitoring of the situation of refugees, and 
prevent possible incidents of xenophobia.  National Government should also support the Provincial authorities 
in Bas-Congo Province in DRC with human resources and equipment to address the problem. 
 

 
The Angolan Red Cross has applied for Disaster Response Emergency Fund (DREF), to immediate carry out 
the proposed emergency response program activities. DREF is an IFRC reserved emergency funding 
mechanism that is use to fund immediate humanitarian needs when the funding is not yet available from 
donors.  

 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 
 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 
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Johannesburg 
Mr. Francis  Battal 
Deputy Head of Office, OCHA Regional Office for Southern Africa 
+27 11 517 1624 
Cell phone +27 82 904 6067  
Email:  battal@un.org  
 
Kinshasa 
Mr. Maurizio Giuliano 
Public Information and Advocacy Manager  
+243 81 988 9195 
Email@ giuliano@un.org  
 
Luanda 
Ms. Jocelline Bazile-Finley 
Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator 
+244 222 39 44 93 
Email: j.bazile-finley@undp.org  
 
For more information, please visit http://ochaonline.un.org/rosa  
 

 

VI. Contacts 


