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Appeal target (current): CHF 432,589 (USD 415,950 or EUR 292,289) has been allocated from the 

Federation’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support the National Society in delivering 

immediate assistance to some 30,000 people. Unearmarked funds to repay DREF are 

encouraged.  

 
Summary: Torrential rains being experienced in Kenya, especially North Rift and South Rift regions have affected 

hundreds of households who have been forced to seek temporary shelter in market centres, while some have 

been integrated in the community. An assessment carried yesterday by KRCS indicates that more than 700 

households have been affected by floods in Kwanza, North Rift Region. 

 

The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) is currently conducting assessments in the affected areas to ascertain the 

extent of damage. This will enable the Society to provide food and non-food items (NFI), search and rescue 

services, health, water and sanitation services in order to combat possible disease outbreaks. 

 

The Situation 

According to the FEWS NET, a La Niña event has been declared based on the cooling of sea surface 

temperatures (SSTs) in the central Pacific Ocean. Currently, the country is experiencing normal rainfall in 

parts of Lower Eastern, West Kenya regions. Parts of Pokot, Turkana, Subukia, Trans Nzoia districts are 

experiencing above normal rainfall which is as result of the La Nina.   

 

La Niña events can also result in poor March‐May rains in the eastern sector of the region. The main areas 

of concern are those that depend on the short rains for crop and pasture productions which are mainly 

the northeast pastoral and southeastern marginal agricultural areas of Kenya. In pastoral areas, 

below‐average rains could lead to rapid depletion of resources, livestock clustering in permanent water 

points, limited dry‐season grazing areas, reduced livestock productivity and value, thereby gradually 

reversing substantial food security gains.  

 

In agricultural areas, poor October to December rains would negatively affect agricultural labor 

opportunities, food availability and prices. The impacts of a La Niña event in the northern and western 

sector of the region are likely to be less severe. Above average rains could improve crop and livestock 

conditions, though they could also increase the risks of flooding, soil erosion, and seasonal disease 

prevalence.  
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Although the La Niña event is considered to be moderate at this time, the severity of the event will 

depend on the response of sea surface temperatures in the Indian Ocean. If the warming trend in Indian 

Ocean SSTs continues, it will moderate the precipitation impacts of the La Niña in East Africa, whereas 

cooling temperatures could exacerbate the trends described above.  

 

In the northern and western sector of the region, La Niña conditions are expected to cause above‐normal 

rainfall during the August to September season. Rains may also extend into December 2011 but with an 

increased risk of flooding in flood‐prone areas. 

 

South Rift 

On 2nd September 2010, the District Officer of Rongai District, Julius Marwa, accompanied the KRCS team 

during a floods rapid assessment to Sian Marco-Rigogo Village in Summek Location of Rongai Division. 

The residents have settled along a surface rain water corridor with the flood waters coming from the Mau 

escarpment in Elburgon Division of Njoro District. The flood waters drain into Rongai River which further 

pours into Molo River downstream. It is feared that flood prone areas in Mogotio, along Molo River plains 

further downstream, are also at risk unless coping strategies are implemented. 

 

On 3rd September 2010, floods were also reported at Olkalau in Subukia where 38hh together with the 

IDPs living in the area have been displaced by the floods. The affected people have been advised to move 

to higher ground as the waters levels keep increasing. At least eight (8) houses were completely 

destroyed by the raging waters. The flood waters also submerged the pit latrines making the community 

vulnerable to water borne diseases threats.  

 

Since the community relies on agriculture, the floods have greatly affected them since half of the planted 

beans which were beginning to sprout were submerged. The KRCS personnel have been carrying out an 

assessment of the situation in the area. There are fears of an outbreak of waterborne diseases due to lack 

of clean drinking water. The KRCS South Rift Region has distributed non-food items (NFIs) to the affected 

families at Rongai and Subukia, following displacements due to floods. 

 

In Kokwo Island within Lake Baringo  a rapid assessment was carried out after hailstorms hit the area. – At 

least 11 rooftops were blown off  and 11 grass-thatched houses destroyed, two classrooms and two 

toilets collapsed in Kokwo Primary School. Some 22 households in the area were affected.  

 

In Sandai  and Mbechot locations, 26Km North East of Marigat  town, 23 households with a population of 

142 people were displaced by floods, a number of farms destroyed, some livestock (chicken, goats and 

sheep) swept away following heavy rains that started on 30th August 2010.  

 

North Rift  

The amount of rainfall received throughout August to September has significantly increased over the last 

seven days. Reports from Trans Nzoia Branch on flooding at Namanjalala area in Kwanza District 

prompted a rapid assessment of the situation. An assessment was done on 3rd September 2010 and 

included Kabomoi, Namanjalala, Zea and Soy Mining areas. 
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On 6th September 2010, KRCS carried out a second assessment of the floods situation in Kwanza District 

and established the following: 

 

Area Affected population 

Namanjalala 300 

Marinda  128 

Soymining 40 

Ndalala  40 

Amuka  30 

Mifungu  20 

Areas in Endebess  150 

Total  708 

 

Following the assessment, KRCS confirmed that more than 4000 people have been affected by floods in 

Kwanza District.  The Society is working jointly with the Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation, and 

Ministry of State for Special Programmes. 

On 3rd September 2010, one person was confirmed dead in Saboti, Kwanza District after she was swept 

away by flood waters. Earlier, in Kwanza District office an estimated population of 100 households (hh) 

had to been affected by floods. The KRCS together with the local administration are monitoring Kabomoi, 

Soy mining, Mifungu B, Ndalala and Karongo areas to avert any incidences.  

 

Approximately 100hh bordering River Sabwani have been evacuated to higher grounds. Public Health 

officials from the Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation are on the ground and advising on health 

matters. 

 

On 4th September 2010, in Amuka about 50hh were moved to higher grounds and some people have 

been accommodated by neighbours. The KRCS officials are monitoring the area so as to mitigate any risks 

in the event that floods occur. 

 

Coordination and Partnership 
 

The Kenya Red Cross Society staff and volunteers are working closely with the Government’s line 

ministries and other stakeholders to carry out assessments in order to establish the extent of damage and 

the number of people affected by the floods.     

 

Red Cross and Red Crescent Action 
 

The Kenya Red Cross Society has placed all its Disaster Response Teams in the flood zones on alert. The 

KRCS Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) is working with the Kenya Meteorological Agency, other KRCS 

branches, regional centers and weather agencies in neighbouring countries to forecast, monitor and 

issue alerts on floods.  

 

The EOC is in close contact with the National Disaster Operations Centre and other units relevant to the 

flood response such as the Kenya Wild Life Service and the Kenya Police. 
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Progress Towards Objectives 
 

Objective 1:  To undertake search and rescue operations in flood-affected areas.  

 

The KRCS has been monitoring the regions that were highly affected by the floods and others that could 

be affected by the La Nina which may result in flooding in some flood prone areas. 

 

People living along the River Sabwani in North Rift region and in Namajalala have been evacuated to 

safer, higher ground. 

 

Objective 2:  To provide non-food items to families affected by floods.  

 

The KRCS has so far supported 308 families in Kwanza District and is carrying out assessments in the 

affected areas. Similar interventions have started in the South Rift Region.  

Objective 3:  To contribute to reduction of excess morbidity and mortality caused by floods and 

landslides by providing preventive public health community care and basic clinical services to 

populations affected and displaced by floods. 

 

In the flooded areas, sanitation facilities have been submerged. Therefore, water points close to the river 

have been contaminated. 

 

The KRCS is working together with the Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation to curb any spread of 

gastronomic diseases such as Cholera, by conducting health campaigns to ensure communities practiced 

safe hygiene. 

 

Communications – Advocacy and Public Information  
 

The KRCS continues to inform the public through the media on various activities and responses 

undertaken to address the floods disaster. 

 

Floods Pictorial 

 

 
 Two boys wade through flood waters along River Sabwani in 

North Rift Region after it broke its banks. 

A KRCS vehicle drives through a flooded terrain in 

Namanjalala area in Kwanza District.   
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A KRCS official meets a family marooned in floods in Zea 

Location, Kwanza District, during a field assessment. 

A homestead submerged in flood waters after a heavy 

downpour in Kwanza District, North Rift Region. 
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How we work 

All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for 

the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental 

Organisations (NGO's) in Disaster Relief and is committed to the Humanitarian 

Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) in delivering 

assistance to the most vulnerable. 

 

The International Federation’s 

activities are aligned with its 

Global Agenda, which sets out 

four broad goals to meet the 

Federation's mission to "improve 

the lives of vulnerable people by 

mobilizing the power of 

humanity". 

Global Agenda Goals: 

• Reduce the numbers of deaths, injuries and 

impact from disasters. 

• Reduce the number of deaths, illnesses and 

impact from diseases and public health 

emergencies. 

• Increase local community, civil society and Red 

Cross Red Crescent capacity to address the most 

urgent situations of vulnerability. 

• Reduce intolerance, discrimination and social 

exclusion and promote respect for diversity and 

human dignity. 

Contact Information  

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

• In Kenya: Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society 

       Phone +254.20.60.35.93; +254.20.60.86.81/13; fax: +254.20.60.35.89.  

Email: gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org 

 

 


