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OCHA UNICEF 

 

SOUTHERN AFRICA REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY UPDATE 
FEBRUARY 2011 

 

Lesotho 
• The joint rapid assessment led by DMA on the impact of heavy rains indicates loss of lives and livelihoods, contamination of water and outbreak of diseases as well as reduced 

accessibility to health services due to roads damage. This was followed by a 3-day workshop on multi-stakeholder contingency planning. 

• The UN formed an Emergency and Response Task Force, chaired by WFP and co-chaired by UNDP to coordinate the UN support to the emergency situation.   

Madagascar 
• Tropical Storm BINGIZA passed over the northern third of Madagascar this week. Extent of damage is still being assessed.  

• Prices of local rice and other staple food remain at a very high level in January 2011. 

Malawi 
• Average maize price/Kg slightly high by 3% from December to January.  

• Nsanje and Chikhwawa Districts to continue to receive food assistance for three months until the end of the lean season.  

• The Government of Malawi through Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security announced minimum Farm gate prices for 2010/2011. 

Mozambique 

• Red alert declared by Government (National Institute for Disasters Management- INGC); above alert levels observed in the main rivers of the southern and central provinces, Floods 
occurred in some areas of Zambezi, Limpopo, Incomati and Maputo rivers.  

• The Cabora Bassa dam increased its discharges from 1900 m3/s in mid January to 6,200m3/s in February, following the increment of discharges observed in Kariba dam. 
•  19,774.5 ha of crops have been affected in the southern and central provinces, mainly maize, rice, cowpeas, sweet potatoes and vegetables.  
• An Emergency Food Security and Nutrition Assessment (EFSA) is being prepared by the Government together with partners for last week of February 2011 

Namibia 
• Concerns over high levels of the Lower Orange River in Katlani.  Levels in Cubango/Okavang Rivers dropping. 

• National household food security situation remains satisfactory with the exception of Caprivi and Kavango regions 

South Africa 
• The preliminary area estimate for maize is 2,516 million ha, which is 8.3% less than the previous season  

• The projected closing stock of maize for 2010/11 is at 3,374MT, enough to cover domestic and export demands. 

Swaziland 
• High levels of rainfall received could contribute to spoiling/rotting of maize crops.  

• So far 2,750MT of maize meal, targeting the elderly, child headed households and people on living with chronic illnesses have been delivered by the Disaster Management Agency 
(NDMA) 

Zambia 
• Surplus national production contributes to stable Food security situation despite being in the peak of the lean period. 

• Isolated flooding reports received from Zambezi, Chavuma, Luangwa, Kazungula (Ngwezi area) and Lukulu districts 

• Moderate food insecurity likely to occur in some parts of Luangwa as a result of flooding due to the recent opening of the Kariba flood gates. 

Zimbabwe 
• Crop and grazing conditions are good in most areas following heavy rains received during the month of January. In some areas water logging and leaching have affected crop 

condition. 

• Average maize grain prices have more or less stabilised for the two months of December 2010 and January 2011 in both rural (US$0.32/0.33/kg) and urban areas (US$0.29/kg). 
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OCHA UNICEF 
 

Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: LESOTHO 

Updated – February 2011 

Highlights • The joint rapid assessment led by DMA on the impact of heavy rains indicates loss of lives and livelihoods, contamination of water and outbreak of diseases as well as reduced 
accessibility to health services due to roads damage. This was followed by a 3-day workshop on multi-stakeholder contingency planning. 

• The UN formed an Emergency and Response Task Force, chaired by WFP and co-chaired by UNDP to coordinate the UN support to the emergency situation.   

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization Comments 

• According to Meteorological 
Services, the rains will continue until 
March. Above normal rainfall is 
expected in the northern region 
while the southern region will 
receive below normal rainfall. 

• Field operations remained low 
especially in the northern region due 
to persistent rains and water-logging. 
Crop conditions ranged from fair to 
bad in most places, at vegetative and 
flowering stages.  

• The January 2010 rapid assessment 
estimated that the heavy rains have 
reduced area planted; caused an 
outbreak of crop pests and killed 
animals.  

• According to the NEWU 
balance sheet, planned imports 
for the 20010/11 season 
amounted to 230.170 MT. This 
leaves the country with 
uncovered shortfall of about 
79,286MT 

• Food prices remain stable due to 
regular supply mainly from South 
Africa. Nonetheless, food inflation 
went up from 3.8%  in November 
to 3.9% in December 

• Based on the mid February 
projections by the VAC, about 
250,000 people will need food 
support in the next 12 months as 
a result of the heavy rains. 

 

• The rapid assessment has 
indicated that there is an 
outbreak of diarrhoea due to 
contamination of water and poor 
sanitation.  

• Accessibility to some health 
facilities especially the mountain 
regions is cut, making it difficult 
for patients to receive their 
regular supply of drugs such as for 
ART and TB treatment. 
 

• The 2009/10 Lesotho Agricultural 
Census data processing and analysis 
is ongoing (led by the Bureau of 
Statistics) and the preliminary 
report expected early this year. 

• Due to the heavy rains access to 
some health facilities and WFP 
assisted-schools was cut. Out of the 
429 WFP-assisted schools, 101 
schools are not accessible due to 
damage caused by the rains. Thus, 
the food could not be delivered, 
leaving 13,920 without food in the 
first quarter 

• Four health centres in Thaba Tseka 
are inaccessible and therefore 1123 
patients (pregnant mothers and 
children under 2 years) could not 
receive their food rations. The 
country office is working on 
alternative measures to reach these 
people. 
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OCHA UNICEF 

Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: MADAGASCAR 

Updated – February 2011 

Highlights • Tropical Storm BINGIZA passed over the northern third of Madagascar this week. Extent of damage is still being assessed.  

• Prices of local rice and other staple food remain at a very high level in January 2011. 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization Comments 

• According to SAP data, the rainfall 
in the South was 4 times more in 
November and December 2010 
compared to the same months in 
2009. 

• These rains have caused flooding 
of homes and fields in the 
municipalities surrounding streams 
or rivers in spate. Rice fields are 
covered with sand and fields of 
maize, pulses or shallows are 
ravaged.  

• Nearly three out of seven districts 
are affected, especially the district 
of Bekily the main rice granary of 
the South. 
 

• Off-season harvest of rice has 
started in the Southeast.  This 
harvest was expected in 
September-October, but it was 
delayed because of late rains. 

• Imported rice is now available in 
almost all districts due to arrival 
of 16,956 MT of imported rice in 
December 2010. 

• This imported rice was expected 
by the Authorities to be sold at a 
lower price than market price, 
1200Ariary (0.6$) but the 
mechanism did not work because 
of stock-hide and speculation 
among wholesalers. 

• Prices of local rice remain stable 
and stay very high level up to end 
of January. 

• The price of sugar, flour and 
petroleum is up from 9% to 15% 
compared to previous months. 

• The national survey EPM “Enquête 
Permanente auprès des Ménages”, 
held by INSTAT in partnership 
with UNFPA and UNDP, shows a 
widening inequality between the 
richest and the poorest in 
Madagascar within the last 5 years. 

• According to the same survey, 
76.5% of Malagasy population are 
poor, with a poverty rate of 54.2% 
in urban areas and 82.2% in rural 
areas (2010). 

• Poverty rate has risen by 7.8 
points compared to 2005 

• Preliminary findings from the Joint 
WFP/UNICEF Comprehensive 
Food Security and Nutrition 
Vulnerability Assessment showed 
a drastic deterioration of food 
security situation in the region of 
Atsimo Andrefana, in the south, 
where 69% of population still have 
a very poor consumption scores. 

• The situation in Androy and Anosy 
regions has slightly improved. 

• Global acute malnutrition rate are 
more than 10% in Sofia region 
(middle-west) and Atsimo 
Andrefana region (South). 

• Nutrition status remains stable as 
in April 2010 in the two other 
southern regions (Anosy and 
Androy). And it is quite improved 
compared to three previous years. 

• Official figures from Disaster risk 
Management Agency (BNGRC) 
will enable eventual assistance to 
the people affected by BINGIZA. 
Stocks pre positioned in 
Maronstetra and Fenerive Est near 
Mananara district which is the 
most affected. All arrangements 
are in place to transport by sea to 
the location. WFP is also planning 
to move stocks that are pre 
positioned in Tamatave if there is 
a need. 

• This week, Care/USAID and 
BNRGC conducted air 
assessments; clear information on 
the damages will be received after 
the mission. No UN agency was 
allowed to be part of the mission 
as the helicopter used (MAF) has 
not been cleared by ASU.  
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OCHA UNICEF 

Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: MALAWI 

Updated – February 2011 

Highlights • Average maize price/Kg slightly high by 3% from December to January.  

• Nsanje and Chikhwawa Districts to continue to receive food assistance for three months until the end of the lean season.  

• The Government of Malawi through Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security announced minimum Farm gate prices for 2010/2011. 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization Comments 

• Favourable rains in central and 
southern regions benefit the 
2010/11 main season’s maize crop 

• The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food Security (MoAFS) completed 
distributing coupons for the Inputs 
Subsidy Programme in December, 
2010 for 2010/2011 Agriculture 
season. However farmers will now 
continue accessing these 
subsidised farm input till the end 
of February, 2011. The subsidized 
inputs include fertilizer and seeds. 
 

• Maize is still readily available in 
local markets. 

• The national food reserve Agency 
(NFRA) is selling off 30,000Mt of 5 
year old maize stock. The maize is 
being sold at US$145.89/tonne. 
The maize has been certified as fit 
for human consumption by the 
Zimbabwe and South Africa 
laboratories. 

• Overall, 2010 cereal harvest 
reached 3.6 million tonnes and 
domestic maize supplies, including 
carry-over stocks, will be sufficient 
to cover 2010/11 marketing year 
(April/March).  (FEWSNET Jan 
2011). 
 

• The average price of maize has 
slightly increased by 3% from 
December, 2010 to January 2011  
(from US$0.20 to US$0.21/Kg). 

• Maize is accessible in most local 
markets except for some 
households in Nsanje and 
Chikhwawa districts that did not 
harvest food in the last season and 
do not have income to procure 
from the market. 

• Food assistance will continue for 
these households up to April. 

• This is in response to the Updated 
MVAC report for October 2010 
published in December 2010 
which stated that at least 500,000 
Malawi citizens need assistance. 

• The Ministry of Agriculture and 
food security (MoAFS) announced 
the minimum farm gate price for 
2010/2011 growing season for 
almost all crops. The farm gate 
price of maize is US$0.13/kg 
(MK20/Kg), a reduction by 43% 
compared to the previous season. 

• Global Malnutrition rate is still 
low in the country ranging from 
1.0% to 2.6% and Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) ranged from 
0.4% to 1.2% in a survey that was 
conducted in the southern region 
in July 2010.  

• It is anticipated that malnutrition 
has increased to slightly higher 
levels but not causing worries. 
Since July, there have been no 
nutrition surveys conducted to 
quantify the levels of malnutrition. 

• Reports from nutrition centers 
have indicated increasing cases of 
malaria and diarrhoea during this 
rainy season  

• Despite the increase in fuel prices 
and transport costs recently, 
there are no reports on increase 
in food prices. 

• There are reports of storms and 
heavy rains but no flooding 
reported so far. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: MOZAMBIQUE 

Updated – February 2011  

Highlights • Red alert declared by Government (National Institute for Disasters Management- INGC); above alert levels observed in the main rivers of the southern and central provinces, 
Floods occurred in some areas of Zambezi, Limpopo, Incomati and Maputo rivers.  

• The Cahora Bassa dam increased its discharges from 1900 m3/s in mid January to 6,200m3/s in February, following the increment of discharges observed in Kariba dam. 
•  19,774.5 ha of crops have been affected in the southern and central provinces, mainly maize, rice, cowpeas, sweet potatoes and vegetables.  
• An Emergency Food Security and Nutrition Assessment (EFSA) is being prepared by the Government together with partners for last week of February 2011 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization Comments 

• Flooded areas along the Zambezi and 
Limpopo rivers while the Zambezi basin 
continues to register above alert levels. 

• The observed rainfall in January 2011 
was in general regular and with good 
distribution. It was below normal in the 
northern provinces. Excessive rains 
were observed in the central and 
southern provinces 

• According to the Ministry of 
Agriculture- DNSA, the crops in the 
field are at varying development stages, 
ranging from emergence to flowering 
and all are in average or good condition.  

• In coastal areas of the central and 
northern parts of the country, the crop 
performance is mediocre to poor.  

• In the southern provinces, due to 
excessive rainfall and the increment of 
the river levels in some basins, around 
19,774.5 ha of crops have been affected 
- mainly maize, rice, cowpeas, sweet 
potatoes and vegetables.  

• WFP Mozambique started 
2011 with procurement of 
1,566 MT of local products, 
being 1000 MT of maize and 
566MT of pigeon peas.  

• Presently, 2,700 MT of Maize 
and 500Mt of pulses are under 
a local procurement tender 
process in the surplus areas. 
Between 2009-2011 WFP 
purchased a total of 33,664 
MT of commodities for WFP 
programmes in Mozambique, 
from which P4P accounts for 
16% of the total food 
procured locally (5,275 MT)  

• Data from 8 market for maize 
and cowpeas and 3 markets 
for wheat flour, indicates that 
prices in January were 
generally stable or decreasing 
compared to Dec 2010. 

• Wheat flour prices increased 
by 17% in Maputo but are 
stable in Nampula and Tete 
provinces.  

• However, the FEWS NET 
price analysis, using the data 
from MINAG/SIMA, shows 
that prices have been 
increasing well above the five-
year average (2006-2010) in 
some markets.  

• Sharp rises of prices especially 
rice (typical maize substitute) 
limit household power to 
access food through 
purchasing. 

• Preliminary estimation that 
116,000 people affected by 
floods 

• From 01st Jan to 07th Feb, it 
was reported that 585 cases if 
cholera with 2 deaths were 
recorded at national level 
(mainly in Northern 
provinces). 

• National Unit for Civil 
Protection is positioned at the 
Caia CENOE to support the 
eventual evacuation needs 

• An Emergency Food Security 
Assessment (EFSA) is being 
prepared by government 
together with partners for the 
last week of February 
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OCHA UNICEF 
 

Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: NAMIBIA 

Updated – January 2011 

Highlights • Concerns over high levels of the Lower Orange River in Katlani.  Levels in Cubango/Okavang Rivers dropping. 

• National household food security situation remains satisfactory with the exception of Caprivi and Kavango regions 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

• The 2010/11 cropping season 
received a normal start of the 
rain in Caprivi and Kavango 
regions, and a slight delay by one 
month in the north central 
regional. 

• Poor grazing threatens livestock 
conditions in Ohangwena and 
Oshikoto regions, but the rains 
received in January should see 
conditions improving. 

• Generally household food 
security situation remains 
satisfactory till the next Harvest. 

• Household food stock from last 
harvest said to last till next 
harvest with the exception of 
Caprivi and Kavango regions, 
where household are now reliant 
on purchases from markets or 
government food aid. 

• Strategic Food Reserves in 
Namibia for white maize are at 
4395 MT in Katima Mulilo and 
Rundu.  Most domestic shortfall 
are covered by imports. 

• While the Consumer Price Index 
increased from 3.1% to 3.5% 
between December2010 and 
January 2011 food inflation 
dropped from 2.2% to 1.7%. 
(National Planning Commission) 

• White maize prices and pearl 
millet prices have been almost 
stable since last season harvest 
remaining around N$ 2623 to 
N$ 2965/ton, a decrease of 
about 6- 8 percent from last 
year. 

• The 2006 Demographic Health 
Survey (DHS) found that 29% of 
Namibia’s children were stunted, 
17% were underweight and 7.5% 
were acutely malnourished. 

• Approximately 77% of acutely 
malnourished children found in 
the north-eastern part of the 
country.   
 

• According to Meteorological 
Services of Namibia for Jan to 
Mar 2011 rainfall is forecasted to 
be 40% above normal. 

• Concerns over high levels of the 
Lower Orange River in Katlani.  
Levels in Cubango/Okavang 
Rivers dropping. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: SOUTH AFRICA 

Updated – February 2011 

Highlights • The preliminary area estimate for maize is 2,516 million hectares, which is 8.3% less than the previous season. 

• Food inflation increased from 1.3% in November, to 1.5% in December. 

 

Agricultural  Situat ion Food Avai labi l i ty  Food Access/Prices  Nutrit ion,  Health and 
Food Ut i l izat ion Comments 

• The expected production of 
wheat is 1,511 million tons, 
which is 22,8% less than the 
previous season 

• The preliminary area planted 
forecast for summer grain crops 
for the 2010/11 production 
season is 2,516 million ha for 
maize 

 

• Projected closing stock of maize 
for 2010/11 marketing season is 
2,880 million tonnes.  Enough to 
cover both local demand and 
export. 

• South Africa will probably import 
1,5 million tons of wheat in the 
current 2010/11 marketing 
season, the largest quantity ever 
recorded, after local farmers 
planted less wheat  

 

• The headline Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) annual inflation rate 
in December 2010 was at 3.5%, 
which is 0.1% lower than the rate 
in November. On average, prices 
increased by 0.2% between 
November and Dec 2010. 

• Food inflation also increased 
from 1.3% in November, to 1.5% 
in December. 

• White maize prices on SAFEX 
have continued an upward trend, 
rising from a monthly average of 
R1341/MT in December to 
Ra354/MT in January 2011. The 
upward trend is expected to 
remain in line with rising global 
prices of the commodity 

• The infant mortality rate was 
49/1000 live births in 2009 (State 
of the World’s Children report, 
2009). The main cause of under-
five mortality is AIDS, 
representing 35% of all deaths in 
that age group. 

• UNICEF has supported Vitamin 
A campaign.  Food stables 
fortification with vitamin A & B, 
iron and Zinc. Vitamin A 
supplementation is provided in 
health facilities through doses 
targeting 90% of 6-11 months, 
80% of 12-59 months and 90% 
postpartum women. 8,600 
individuals living with HIV/AIDS 
are targeted with nutritional 
supplements. 

• The Department of Water 
Affairs, in a press statement on 
28 January 2011, was urging 
people living downstream of the 
Lower Orange River to take 
precautions as fast rising water 
levels are predicted for parts of 
the Northern Cape 

•  Dam levels as of 24 Jan: Vaal 
Dam (108%), Bloemhof Dam in 
the North West (93%), Gariep 
Dam (121%), Vanderkloof Dam 
(113%).  This has a direct impact 
on flooding disaster risk. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: SWAZILAND 

Updated – February 2011 

Highlights • High levels of rainfall received could contribute to spoiling/rotting of maize crops.  

• So far 2,750MT of maize meal, targeting the elderly, child headed households and people on living with chronic illnesses have been delivered by the Disaster Management 
Agency (NDMA) 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization Comments 

• Some heavy rainfall has been 
received, with all the ecological 
zones receiving above average 
rainfalls  

• On average crops are at tasseling 
stage, however the rainfall 
received is hampering the 
weeding process as fields are 
flooded and filled with spurts and 
the persistent rains also run the 
risk of spoiling the crops that 
already have cobs growing.  

• The Ministry of Agriculture 
forecasts that the weeds caused 
by the rains will probably set back 
this year’s productivity by 30-40%  

• According to the Swaziland Red 
Cross Society, since January, 
heavy rains, landslides and 
flooding have affected about 90 
households, leaving many without 
basic necessities.Transport 
infrastructure has also been 
damaged. 

• The government of Swaziland has 
started food distributions for this 
lean season. The food will be 
distributed to 20 constituencies in 
the country. 

•  So far 2,750MT of maize meal, 
targeting the elderly, child headed 
households and people on living 
with chronic illnesses have been 
delivered by the Disaster 
Management Agency (NDMA) 
 

• The prices of maize according to 
National Maize Cooperation 
remain at SZL 100.00 per 50kg bag. 
The prices have not changed since 
October 2010 and the price of a 
ton is SZL 1950.00  

• Swaziland is among the numerous 
number of countries that has been 
granted the FMD free status and 
this is a positive attribute to the 
development of the livestock 
industry particularly cattle. The 
entry of beef into the EU and other 
external markets will no longer be 
limited as a result of this 
development. 

• The inflation rate dropped from 
4.8% in November to 4.5% in 
December this was due to the low 
rates of change in food and non-
alcoholic beverages in December. 

• The ministry of health has 
launched a measles campaign 
whereby all children under the 
age of 5 years will be 
immunised. 

• Through the Immediate disease 
surveillance and notification 
systems which monitors 
outbreaks and trigger rapid 
responses; there are 6 
suspected cases of polio in the 
country, 152 suspected measles 
cases and 8 human rabies cases. 

• The weekly integrated 
notification system reported 12 
cases of severe acute 
malnutrition as well as 4 severe 
under-weight children as 
reported by the routine data 
from the integrated community 
growth monitoring programme 
(SNNC, ICBGMP, 2010). 
 

• The Emergency preparedness and 
response unit within the ministry 
of Health has come out to warn 
the nation against diseases 
associated with heavy rains such 
cholera. As part of the 
government plans for 
preparedness, a roadmap for 
mitigation has been put in place.  

• The preliminary results of the 
2010 Multi Cluster Index Survey 
was presented to stakeholders. 

• WFP Swaziland has engaged a 
consultant to assist the VAC 
incorporate gender and HIV into 
the annual vulnerability 
assessments; this will translate 
into the review of data collection 
tool, and analysis framework. The 
revised tool will be used in the 
2011 assessment. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Situation Update: ZAMBIA 

Updated – February 2011 

Highlights • Food security situation is relatively stable despite being in the peak of the lean period. 
• Isolated flooding reports received from Zambezi, Chavuma, Luangwa, Kazungula (Ngwezi area) and Lukulu districts 
• Moderate food insecurity likely to occur in some parts of Luangwa as a result of flooding due to the recent opening of the Kariba flood gates. 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization Comments 

• Early planted maize crop has 
reached flowering stage in most 
parts of the country except for 
some parts of Kazungula, 
Sesheke, Shang;ombo and Monze 
districts which had a late of 
rainfall (December 2010) 

• There is likelihood that most 
crops which are at vegetative 
stage to be adversely affected by 
dry spell and high temperatures 
which affected much of the 
southern half the country.  

 

• Food security situation has 
remained stable despite having 
gotten into the lean period. 

• Overall staple food availability 
on markets is still relatively good 
in most parts of the country and 
this is attributed to the bumper 
harvest the recorded last 
agricultural season. 

• The Food Reserve Agency has 
so far purchased 873,779 MT of 
maize from the small and 
medium scale farmers. 

• The Food Reserve Agency has 
advertised 100,000 MT of maize 
for sale to traders, millers and 
rural consumers at ZMK 
1,000,000 per MT 

• Food security conditions are 
expected to remain stable due 
to the continued availability of 
surplus grain on the local 
market.  

• In localized areas that had been 
facing deficits such as Luangwa 
District, grain supplies are being 
maintained by both local and 
external traders  

• Prices of the staple grain maize 
have been increasing as 
expected. However these 
increases have been gradual, 
which is unusual for this time of 
the year and can be attributed 
to the large supply on the 
market.  

• Maize prices remain close to the 
five-year average and lower than 
in the previous lean season, 
ensuring greater food access for 
food insecure households than is 
typical for this time of the year.   

• According to the 2007 Zambia 
Demographic Health Survey 45% 
of children under 5 are stunted, 
15% are underweight and 5% are  
wasted and Jesuit Centre for 
Theological Reflection has 
attributed high levels of 
malnutrition in Zambia to 
inadequate dietary intake. 

• A VAC led hazard monitoring 
exercise is currently underway 
in 20 districts where flooding 
reports have been received. 
These include Luangwa, Kafue, 
Chavuma, Zambezi, Chibombo, 
Mumbwa, Kazungula, Itezhi-
tezhi, Namwala, Sinazongwe, 
Mazabuka and all districts of 
Western Province. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: ZIMBABWE 

Updated – February 2011 

Highlights • Crop and grazing conditions are good in most areas following heavy rains received during the month of January. In some areas water logging and leaching have affected crop 
condition. 

• Average maize grain prices have more or less stabilised for the two months of December 2010 and January 2011 in both rural (US$0.32/0.33/kg) and urban areas (US$0.29/kg). 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization Comments 

• January 2011 was generally very 
wet in Zimbabwe. The distribution 
of the rains was evenly spread 
across the country. By end of the 
third dekad of the month, most 
parts had received over 175% of 
their normal rains from October 

•  Crop and grazing conditions were 
reported to be in good condition 
in most areas. Maize stages varied 
but in most areas the crop was in 
the vegetative and tasseling stages.  

• The heavy rains had however 
resulted in water logging and flash 
floods in some places, leaching and 
yellowing of crops in others. 

• Late distributions of crop inputs 
(especially from government) 
were still being received even up 
to end of the month. 

• Generally cereal availability on 
rural markets is dropping as a 
result of source areas drying up 
with the proportion of rural sites 
having exhausted own harvested 
crop expected to go up in January 
from the 89% in December 2010 
and 87% in November (WFP 
monthly Food Security 
Monitoring).   

• Maize meal was unavailable in 67% 
of sampled sites in December, 
with no major changes expected 
in January.  

• Food aid is reported to be a major 
source of food in WFP monitoring 
sites. Food sharing (even of food 
aid rations) was also commonly 
reported in most rural 
communities. 

• Early green crop (maize) 
harvesting has started in some 
areas (e.g. irrigated areas and 
gardens) which is expected to 
improve food security in those 
areas, a trend that will continue 
till the main harvest time starting 
end of March.  

• No significant increases in the average 
prices of maize grain were recorded in 
January 2011 (US$0.33/kg) compared to 
December ’10 (US$0.32/kg) according to 
the WFP FSM interim results for January.   

• Maize grain prices in the main urban areas 
remained constant in January 2011 
averaging US$0.29/kg.  

• The livestock to grain terms of trade have 
increasingly been in favour of the grain 
holder. In Sept 2010, 1114 kg of maize 
grain was exchangeable for a head of 
cattle which decreased to 976 kg by the 
end of December for the same valued 
cattle. The trend was expected for 
January. 

• Casual labour (mainly weeding and 
fertiliser application) is the main 
livelihood coping strategy in most rural 
communities – notably for both food aid 
beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries).  

• Mid-January the Consumer Council of 
Zimbabwe (CCZ) reported an increase in 
the cost of the food basket driven by the 
traditional expectation by retailers of 
increases in workers’ salaries in the New 
Year.  Mealie meal and cooking oil were 
some of the basic products affected. 

• Heavy rains received 
throughout the country 
raised the risk of water 
borne disease especially 
cholera. Cases of cholera 
were reported in Mutare, 
Buhera, Bikita and other 
districts. These were 
reportedly quickly attended 
to by authorities. 

 

• The Government finalised data 
collection for the 2011 First 
Crop and Livestock Assessment 
at end of January and results are 
expected soon.  

• ZIMVAC is planning for an urban 
food security assessment in 
February. 

• Following heavy rains throughout 
the country the Department of 
Civil Protection has sent out 
personnel in flood prone areas 
for early warning and response. 

• The cost of the food basket for 
an average urban household of 
six has been rising since 
September 2010 (US$129.56) to 
US$144.19 in December, the 
second highest level since 
January 2010. Mid-January the 
CCZ indicated the basket at 
US$146.64. 

• A major fuel (diesel) shortage 
mid January forced prices to go 
up. But has stabilised by end of 
the month.  
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