
 1

 

Nations Unies 
 

United Nations 
 

B U R E AU  D E  LA  CO O R DI NAT I O N  
D E S  A F FA I R E S  H U M A N I TA I R E S  

West Africa 
Regional Office

O F F I C E  F O R  T H E  CO O R D I N AT I O N  
O F  H U M A N I TA R I A N  A F FA I R S  

 
Special update on floods in West Africa 

11 October 2007 

 
Scope of floods 
Around 800,000 people have been affected by floods in 14 countries in West 
Africa (Mali, Burkina Faso, Mauritania, Niger, Côte d’Ivoire, Senegal, The Gambia, 
Liberia, Côte d’Ivoire, Togo, Sierra Leone, Benin, Ghana and Guinea)1. Among the 
hardest hit countries are: Ghana (over 332,000 affected), Togo (over 120,000 
affected), Burkina Faso (over 92,900 affected), Niger (57,000) and Mali (over 42,000 
affected). 
 
Highlights 
 

- The United Nations has allocated $4.9 million emergency humanitarian assistance 
to Mali ($1 million), Ghana ($2.5 million) and Togo ($1.4 million) in response to 
floods that have inundated these three countries since August. The CERF 
allocations are meant to immediately improve the living conditions of 125,000 
people in these three countries –75,000 in Ghana, 30,000 in Togo and 20,000 in 
Mali.  The funding will support projects developed by the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), the World Food Programme (WFP), the Food and Agriculture 

                                                 
1 Breakdown of flood related figures is annexed to the report. 
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Organisation (FAO) and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), as well as 
their partners. 

 
- Burkina Faso is preparing a flash appeal to respond the needs of flood affected 

people. 
 
- Relief items from Brindisi arrived on 4 October in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. A 

similar stock is expected to reach the Malian capital Bamako in the coming days. 
 
Situation and response 
Ghana 
The Ghanaian government launched on 9 October an appeal for international assistance 
in order to reconstruct the areas devastated by floods in the north of the country. 
Flooding in the Upper East Region, Upper West Region, Northern Region and parts of the 
Western Region have affected 332,600 people and caused the death of 56 according to 
the Government. Some 35,000 houses and 1,500 kilometers and thousands hectares of 
crops have been destroyed.  
 
Response  
On 4 October, the United Nations launched a Flash Appeal of $9,913,136 in order to 
rapidly respond to the evolving situation and complement ongoing efforts by national and 
local authorities. The purpose is to address the immediate needs of flood victims in 
Ghana.  The flash appeal will target some 75,000 vulnerable individuals, who have been 
directly affected by the floods (15,000 in upper east, 50,000 in northern region and 
10,000 in upper west).  As part of the United Nations commitment to assist in the 
immediate response, the Emergency Relief Coordinator has authorized the disbursement 
of $2,496,956 through the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF).  This is in addition 
to resources mobilized bilaterally by other humanitarian actors and Government entities.   
 
A grant of $2,496,956 has been approved by the United Nations Central Emergency 
Relief Fund (CERF) to allow WFP, UNICEF, UNFPA and WHO to fund life saving projects in 
the sectors of food, nutrition, health and water and sanitation for the benefit of 75,000 
people. IFRC intends to provide assistance to 10 000 families in Upper East and Northern 
region areas in health education activities, water and sanitation, distribution of 
tarpaulins, sleeping mats, shelter tools.  
 
Furthermore, WFP has launched an emergency operation to feed 75,000 people in the 
most affected areas, and 219 MT of food are being dispatched. Distributions are ongoing 
with the Ghana Health Service as implementing partner. UNICEF immediately responded 
to floods in Ghana distributing aqua tablets for household water purification, ceramic 
filters and hygiene kits. CARE is also distributing three-week rations of maize in 20 
communities and it is planning agricultural recovery activities that will help people re-
build their farms, gardens, and livestock herds.  
 
And as 10 October marks International Disaster Risk Reduction Day, CARE uses the 
occasion to advocate diversifying income sources, the creation of flood-resistant grain 
silos and contingency planning, to better prepare Ghana to resist future shocks. It plans 
also to work on disaster risk reduction and emergency preparedness planning with 
communities in Ghana's three northern regions. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change reports that climate change could halve Africa's food production by 2020, causing 
severely compromised food security.  
 
Burkina Faso 
Floods have affected over 92,970 affected and caused more than 28,000 displaced, 46 
deaths and 73 injured. According to the national commission for emergency response 
and national rehabilitation, floods have washed away 8, 412 houses, 1, 750 food stocks 
and destroyed thousands of hectares of cropped farms.  
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Response 
A stock of 244 tents, 500 jerry cans and 4000 mosquito nets arrived on 4 October in 
Burkina Faso from OCHA emergency stocks in Brindisi Italy. The 35 mt emergency goods, 
an equivalent of $310,000 are destined to assist 50,000 people affected by floods in the 
north and the south of Burkina Faso. The UNICEF has provided the Burkina Faso Ministry 
of national solidarity with protein-rich biscuits, essential drugs and basic relief items such 
as blankets and plastic water containers. Earlier in September, the Burkina Faso 
government invested about 800,000 USD to assist flood victims. They have distributed 
1,300 MT of cereals from its own National Intervention Stock to 16,500 people affected 
by the floods. WFP is coordinating the UNCT response to address water, sanitation and 
hygiene issues.  
 
IFRC allocated $104,705 from its Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to enable the 
Burkina Faso branch to respond to initial needs of flood victims. The financial support 
allowed providing assistance to 1,004 flood affected households in the provinces of 
Houet, Comoe and Leraba in sleeping mats, blankets, clothes and hygiene kits. IFRC has 
also extended its emergency appeal for West Africa to assist flood victims in Burkina 
Faso. An additional 415,000 Swiss francs (about $350,000) have been added to the 
budget, to support the distribution of emergency relief to nearly 13,000 people. So, this 
Emergency Appeal has been revised, and IFRC now seeks a total of $2,505, in cash, kind, 
or services to assist 94,825 beneficiaries in Burkina Faso, Ghana and Togo for 6 months. 
 
Mali 
Torrential rains that fell in Mali late July cased nine deaths and affected 42,662 including 
4,576 homeless, according to authorities. In a declaration released on 22 September, the 
Government stated that 17 people were injured, 4,829 houses collapsed and 3,778 
hectares of cropped farmed flooded.  
 
Response 
The Malian government through its Civil Protection Office launched on 2 October a 
request to receive non food items from OCHA stocks at Brindisi, Italy. The stock 
composed of tents, blankets, purification water kits among other things is estimated at 
$504,155.86. In addition, the CERF has approved a WFP and UNICEF request of USD 
1,017,103 for the assistance of 20,000 for a three-month period. 
 
Togo                                                                                                                                                  
Some 120,000 people were affected by floods in the Savanes region in Togo including 23 
deaths and 77 injured. Floods also made 11, 483 homeless as they destroyed 29,474 
houses. According to WFP, 60,000 people are in need of emergency food aid, and several 
hundred people are living on fish only and going into debt with neighbouring 
communities. 

Response-  
The CERF has allocated $1,436,560 to UNICEF, WFP and FAO to assist flood victims in 
Togo. With a grant of $225,770, UNICEF will bring emergency assistance to flood affected 
areas in Northern Togo, WFP will use US$ 1,000,000 to fund immediate food assistance 
to flood victims in northern Togo while FAO has received $210,790 to assist farmers 
affected by floods in the region of Savanes. WFP has already distributed food to 6,500 
people in September in the Savanes region (northern Togo), but an additional 6,000 
people have been hit by recent floods in the southern region of Lacs and Maritime.  

With the emergency intervention of the government, Togolese Red Cross volunteers were 
mobilized in providing first aid, rescue and evacuation, and distribution of food and non 
food items to the victims. They also educated communities about hygiene and the 
prevention of waterborne illness, and distributed foods provided by UNICEF and hygiene 
kits to affected persons.  
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The UNICEF team in Togo reached out for $100,000 WASH materials from their offices in 
Cote d’Ivoire and Benin. The agency will provide water and sanitation equipment and 
shelter to 7,200 displaced and to 10,000 people whose water supplies have been affected 
by flooding. In terms of health, 68,000 people will be given emergency curative and 
preventive inputs, including health kits to 20 health facilities, five cholera kits for possible 
outbreaks and 20,000 impregnated mosquito nets.  

Mauritania  
After heavy rains that fell in August in Assaba, Gorgol, Brakna and Adrar have made 
21,000 homeless according to the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies. Floods also destroyed 3,600 mud-made houses. Some 30,000 people 
were also affected by floods in Tintane.  
 
Response-  
After floods affected people, destroyed farms and damaged public and private 
infrastructures in the northern town of Tintane and in the south of the country, there are 
ongoing needs in the most food insecure areas. According to WFP, an additional USD 1.2 
million is needed to continue assistance to 30,000 flood victims for 3 months. The 
Mauritanian government already received assistance from partners such as UN, NGOs, 
Red Cross Movement, ECHO, USAID, Germany, and many other Arab countries.  
 
Niger 
Rains that fell along August and September have caused flooding in all regions of Niger, 
and according to the Government Disaster Management Cell, about 57,264 people have 
been affected. Humanitarian organizations have recently received additional reports on 
flood affected locations but relevant data on the impact is not yet available. Assessments 
will be undertaken to confirm humanitarian needs in terms of shelter, food assistance, 
mosquito nets and blankets. 
 
Response  
In response to flood-affected populations, WFP has covered all food needs not already 
covered by the Government or NGOs. The agency has reached a total of 4,520 
beneficiaries with 271 mt of food. WHO has provided the Ministry of Health with two 
cholera kits for the treatment of 600 persons, and medicines estimated at $11,000 as 
well as $8,000 for awareness-raising activities to prevent outbreaks of communicable 
diseases. UNICEF has provided 695 accommodation kits for affected populations and 
UNFPA 1,500 delivery kits for pregnant women, while UNDP has provided $75,000 for the 
reconstruction of houses. 
 
Cote d’Ivoire 
The heavy rain that fell in the night going from 1 to 2 September made at least 5 killed 
and material damage in popular districts of Ferkessédougou and Korhogo where many 
houses collapsed. An estimated 2000 people are affected by floods in Cote d’Ivoire and at 
least 13 people died because of flooding and rise of waters in the areas of Korhogo, 
Bouna, Ferké, Mbengué, Tengrela and Odienné. Roads and tracks opening these areas to 
the conveying of agricultural products were also destroyed. In the area of Denguelé, 
overflowing of rivers caused human deaths. 
 
In the Bandama valley and the Zanzan region, torrential rains flooded shoals of rice 
paddies in Katiola – Dabakala, and the Bouaké- M'Bahiakro was cut by the overflowing of 
the river N’Zi. The heavy rains also affected maize crops that cannot survive too much 
water, which may cause a deficit in the agricultural production. Residents of the Black 
Volta area chose to grow crops on the borders of the river as an alternative to droughts, 
but with the floods that occurred in Burkina Faso where the river originates from, crops 
are threatened.  
 
Response 
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OCHA office in Cote d’Ivoire, UN agencies, NGO’s and partners closely monitor the 
situation. On 28 September, the Contingency Plan working group held a meeting in order 
to update the plan, considering whether predictions of heavy rains due mid-September to 
mid-December. A detailed plan of response to potential floods is under preparation. The 
Humanitarian Coordinator is in contact with impartial forces (ONUCI and Licorne) for 
further use of their logistics such as helicopters for assessment missions in case floods 
occurred. An assessment mission was already fielded by WFP and FAO, and the pre-
positioned stocks will be sufficient to respond to the needs of flood affected people. 
 
Floods are still looming 
Communities displaced or affected by floods that occurred from July to September in 
West Africa, are likely to remain vulnerable till the end of the year, according to OCHA’s 
latest Disaster Risk Trends. The document predicts new flooding following above-average 
rainfall for coastal areas and some inland areas along the Niger Delta. Historically, Sierra 
Leone, Sao Tome et Principe, Guinea, Nigeria and Benin, carry localised flood risks along 
October and November. So, ongoing humanitarian assistance to meet basic needs and 
restore livelihoods may be required. 
 
 
OCHA Regional Office in West Africa is centralising existing information and issuing 
weekly situation reports. Other documents related to floods in West Africa are available 
in OCHA ROWA website at http://ochaonline2.un.org/Default.aspx?tabid=10305 and in 
reliefweb at http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/dbc.nsf/doc108?OpenForm&emid=FL-2007-
000141-NGA&rc=1  
 
 
 
For more information, please contact M. Ndiaga Seck at: seckn@un.org or Mrs. Katy Thiam at: 
thiamk@un.org  
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West Africa Floods Matrix 
Last Updated : 10 October 2007 

 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs - Regional Office for West Africa - Information Management Unit 

Population  

Country 
 

Localities 
Affected Displaced Deaths Source 

 

Gvt 
Appeal

 

Response Gap Period of 
Flood Status of Request 

Guinea Mamou (Tolo, 
Dounet)  7200   Un/gvt  

joint rapid assessment mission 
(FAO, WFP, WHO, 

SENAH/Ministry of Interior and 
Ministry of Public Health) to 

Mamou (25 to 28 September 2007)

food, crops 
and 

vegetable 
seeds, 
farming 
tools, 

deworming 
and 

antimaleria 
drugs as 
well as 
school 

supplies.  

September  

Burkina 

Hauts 
bassins, 
Regions 

Centre-Est, 
Plateau 
Central, 

Centre, Nord, 
Centre-Nord, 
Centre-Sud, 
Boucle du 
Mouhoun, 
Cascades, 
Sahel et 

Centre-Ouest 

92 970 28000 46 Conasur/Gov Yes 
Gov 400 million CFA ($800,000) 

for food, medicine but more 
needed. Morocco, Red Cross 
Movement, UNICEF, NGOs. 

food + 400 
tents (28 
people 
each) +  

NFI 

August 
and 

September

 

-Flash appeal under preparation 
                              
- On 4 October: arrival from Brindisi of 35 
mt emergency goods B9including 5.000 
jerry cans, 4.000 mosquito net, 244 tents 
(value USD310,000) for 50,000 people 
 

C. d'Ivoire 
 

Agboville 
 

2 000   IRIN    August  

Gambia Sinchu Bala 300   FICR    
 

July and 
August 

 

 

Ghana 

Northern 
Region, 

Upper east, 
Upper West, 

parts of 
Western 
region 

332 600  56 Gov Yes 
UNDAC, UN, NGOs, Red Cross, 
ECHO (500,000 euros), DFID, 

USAID, GVT (3,3 M USD) WFP 
(25 MT of High Energy Biscuits) 

 
August 

and 
September

 Ghana CERF approved:  $ 2,496,956 
(UNICEF:  • Assistance to flood victims 
$235,756• Health sector support for flood 
victims in the three northern regions of 
Ghana, parts of western, and Volta 
Region $168,201• Assistance to flood 
victims $80,765 
FAO:  Emergency supply of fertilizers for 
flood-affected farmers $252,413 
UNFPA: Health sector support for flood 
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victims in the three northern regions of 
Ghana, partsof western, and Volta Region 
$259,871 
WFP:  Assistance to populations 
displaced by floods $1,499,950)and Flash 
Appeal under preparation 

Liberia Monrovia 17000  1 UNMIL    August  

Mali 

(Régions de 
Kayes, 

Koulikoro, 
Sikasso, 

Segou, Mopti) 

42 662 4576 9 DPC/Gov  

 

356 tonnes of cereals (GVT)WFP 
(food for 15,000 people in August, 
to 20,000 people over 3 months) 

WFP 
expressed 
need for 1 

million 
USD 

July & 
August 

CERF approved   USD1,017,103 
UNICEF:  Assistance to flood victims 
($476,029) 
WFP:  Assistance to flood victims 
($541,074)                                   
Relief items from Brindisi expected in 
Mali 

Mauritania 
Tintane, 

Gorgol and 
Assaba 

51 000   FICR Yes 
UN, NGOs, Red Cross Movement, 
ECHO, USAID, Algeria, Germany, 

Qatar, Libya, Tunisia etc) WFP 
(food to 12,425) 

 August & 
Sept 

WFP have appealed for donors to 
contribute US$3.8 million or 4,440 metric 
tons of food to head off a three-month 
break in supplies for the benefit of flood 
victims and expected repatriated 
Mauritanian refugees from Senegal. 

Niger 
30 localities in 
all regions of 

Niger 
57 264  7 Gov  

 

BCPR (75,000 USD), WFP 
(,1604,52 Mts of food), NGOs, Red 

Cross Movement, GVT (37, 715 
USD), Canada (200,000 USD), 

West African  Economic and 
Monetary Union (53000USD) 

 

112,715 
USD + 
21,862 

blankets + 
21,862 

mosquito 
nets 

Need of 
USD 

53579 
(4921 

blankets 
and 3493 
mosquito 

nets 

No indication of either a Flash Appeal or a 
CERF at this time.  Needs of blankets and 

mosquito nets have been revised 
downwards to allow a repartition per 
household instead of per individual.  

Nigeria 

 

Plateau, 
Borno, Lagos, 

Kebbi, 
Taraba, 
Sokoto, 

Nassarawa 
 

50 000  68 IRIN  Action Aid, Red Cross Movement  August & 
Sept  

Senegal 
Saint Louis, 

Diourbel, 
Thies 

5300  8 IFRC  Gov, Red Cross Movement  
 

August & 
Sept 

 

 
 

Sierra 
Leone 

 

Kroo Bay 
area 

(Freetown) 
4 500   SC  SC,  August  

Benin nord Benin 
(Malaville) 2 000   Media    

 

Mid 
September
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Togo 

North eastern 
region 

Savanes (Oti, 
Tone, 

Kpendial, 
Tandjouare, 
Cinkasse) 

with alarming 
rate of 

malnutrition 

120 000 11483 23 Gov/UN Yes 
GVT (100,000 $), RC, ECHO 

(500,000 euros), WFP (56 
tons),UNICEF (100,000$ in kits) 

 

Estimated 
at 

2,653,929$ 
of which 

WFP 
needs US$ 
1.4 million 
(2,300 MT) 

for 2 
months 

rations to 
60,000 
people 

 

August & 
Sept 

Togo CERF approved: 
 Rapid Response at $1.415.260   

Total 784796 44 059 218  

 


