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11 October  

Tropical 

Storm Linfa 

14 October  

Tropical 

Storm Nangka 

16 October  

Tropical 

Depression INVEST 

94W 

19 October  

Disaster Risk 

Reduction Partnership 

meeting 

20 – 23 October  

Joint 

assessment 

mission  

25 October  

Tropical 

Storm 

Saudel 

27 October  

Disaster 

Management 

Group meeting 

31 October  

Response 

Plan 

launched 

28 October  

Tropical 

Cyclone 

Molave 

26 October  

2nd DRR 

partnership 

meeting. 

Presentation of 

assessment 

findings 

And 

Inter-sector 

coordination 

meeting 

10 November  

Tropical 

Storm Etau 

13 October  

Government 

call for 

assistance 

15 November  

Tropical 

Cyclone 

Vamco 

Since 6 October, Viet Nam has been struck by seven tropical cyclones 

and depressions causing severe and widespread flooding, landslides, 

storm surges and strong winds. On 13 October, the Government 

released a call for emergency relief and support following these 

disasters.  

Between 20 and 23 October, joint Government-UN-NGO-Red Cross 

assessments were undertaken in Quang Binh, Quang Tri, Thua Thien 

Hue, Quang Nam, and Quang Ngai provinces. 

An estimated 7.7 million people were found living in the affected 

areas, with some 1.5 million people in nine provinces directly 

affected. Of those flood-affected, 177,000 people were identified as 

the most vulnerable and in need of urgent humanitarian assistance, 

especially women, girls, children, the elderly and people with 

disabilities. 

On October 27, the Disaster Management Group agreed to prepare a 

coordinated Response Plan to outline how the UN, NGOs, the Red 

Cross and other partners would provide support consistent with the 

Government’s requests. 

On 31 October, the Viet Nam Flood Response Plan 2020 was released 

requesting $40 million over six months, covering both immediate 

humanitarian assistance and early recovery activities in the 

framework of the humanitarian-development nexus. 

 

Disaster Situation Overview and Timeline of Key Events 



 

 

Key Participants: United Nations Resident Coordinator in Viet 

Nam, representatives of UNICEF and UNDP as well partners 

from the Viet Nam Red Cross – Quang Binh Chapter, National 

Institute of Nutrition (NIN) and the National and Provincial 

Center for Rural Water Supply and Sanitation (NCERWASS). 

INTRODUCTION  

On 12 March, the RC led a CERF mid-term review mission 

organized by the Resident Coordinator Office to Quang Binh 

Province. He was joined by representatives of UNICEF and 

UNDP as well as implementing partners. In the aftermath of 

tropical storms which have caused severe and widespread 

flooding, landslides, storm surges and strong winds, the 

United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 

approved an allocation of $3 million to provide life-saving 

assistance to 169,000 most affected people in Thanh Hoa, 

Nghe An, Ha Thin, Quang Binh, Quang Tri, Thua Thien Hue, 

Quang Nam, Quang Ngai Provinces and Da Nang Municipality.  

The funding allocation allowed three agencies to prioritize, 

UNICEF, water, sanitation and hygiene, child protection and 

nutrition, UNDP, emergency shelter, housing repairs and 

replacement of essential household items, and UNFPA to 

prioritize sexual and reproductive health and gender-based 

violence for women, girls, the elderly and people with 

disabilities. 

THE FIELD VISIT 

The RC visited Xuan Ninh commune (Quang Ninh district) 

health station where UNICEF is providing training to front line 

health workers, screening all children under 5 to detect acute 

malnutrition, providing outpatient service treatment for 

children with severe and moderate acute malnutrition using 

the Ready to Use Therapeutic Foods, and households visits for 

nutrition counseling to child caregivers. UNICEF also 

distributed hand sanitizers and supported the repair of WASH 

facilities damaged by flood water. 

Subsequently, the RC visited Xuan Ninh primary schools were 

UNICEF supported the distribution of hand sanitizers, hygiene 

promotion, the repair of sanitation facilities and the provision 

of drinking water through upgraded water filter systems. 

 

In the afternoon, the RC visited Quang Van commune (Ba Don 

district) where UNDP and its partners, the Viet Nam Red Cross 

and Women’s Union, are delivering emergency shelter 

assistance to restore safe housing conditions to reduce loss of 

life and life-threatening risks to the most vulnerable 

households whose houses were badly damaged by providing 

cash assistance for shelter repairs and replacing essential 

household items by distributing gender-responsive Non Food 

Items kits.  
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS 

• The local authorities, partners, and beneficiaries valued 

the needs-driven and human centered approach in 

designing response and early recovery interventions. The 

prioritization of lifesaving activities by UN and local 

partners were consistent with the results of the joint 

assessment mission of October 2020.  

 

• Life-saving supplies delivery time has been recognized as 

an area of improvement by both UN Agencies and local 

partners.  

• Governmental partners and UN Agencies highlighted the 

need to reinforce local capacity to ensure long-term and 

sustainable support to broader disaster preparedness and 

risk reduction activities. Similarly, resilient houses, which 

withstood floods, have proven to be sustainable and 

effective solutions to reduce the reliance on short-term 

repairs and ultimately reduce disaster risk. 

• On general coordination and resource mobilization 

o The three CERF’s implementing agencies continue to 

maximize established partnership and local 

coordination mechanism with the provincial authorities, 

other organizations, and networks at the field level. 

o The RC noted that CERF activities were on track 

towards achieving project objectives.  

o It was recognized the catalytic value of CERF and how 

it unlocked other bilateral donor funding. It is 

recommended for CERF to consider improving its early 

action criteria and act as a guarantor that unlocks 

multilateral funding mechanisms with similar approach 

that support disaster risk reduction, climate change 

adaptation and resilience building across all sectors. 

• On humanitarian-development nexus 

o While the Flood Response Plan provides a framework 

for both the immediate assistance and early recovery 

support, the multitude of cyclones has shown how 

vulnerable Viet Nam is to disasters and how important 

it is to invest not only in humanitarian and early 

recovery activities, but also in medium to long-term 

climate change related mitigation, preparedness and 

disaster risk reduction.  

o Viet Nam is a dynamic, lower middle-income country 

with substantial disaster response capacity, yet it is 

amongst the world’s top ten countries most exposed to 

climate related risk and disasters. As such, and 

consistent with the humanitarian-development nexus, 

the RC highlighted that the support provided to flood-

affected people must include and mainstream recovery 

from the beginning. In this regard, accelerating 

inclusive recovery and strengthening long-term 

resilience to climate-related risks and disasters remains 

a critical priority in the longer-term. 
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