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Sudan/Chad Situation Update 
Highlights 

 
SOUTH SUDAN 

 
Security 
In Bahr el Jebal State, it is assumed that the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) is still present in the 
areas north and south of Juba-Torit road towards the border with Uganda. Recently, 25 alleged 
LRA members have been captured and are currently being interrogated. Owing to insecurity in the 
area, civilians move in convoys and are escorted by the Government’s military forces. The 
presence of land mines in the area located between the Government’s military base and the 
SPLM/A’s military base on the Juba-Yei road still hinders the movement of people and goods.  
 
Population movements 
Reports from focal point chiefs in Juba, Mundri, Yei and Kajo Keji indicate that the number of 
people visiting relatives from neighbouring countries and SPLM/A-controlled areas has dropped 
recently, probably due to the rainy season which is also the cultivation period for the people of 
Equatoria. However, the movement of youth who come to Juba from neighbouring countries and 
SPLM/A-controlled areas continued. During the week, the number of returnee students shot up 
from about 700 to 1,609, which is an average return rate of about 130 per day. According to HAC, 
this has been the highest rate of return so far, causing serious pressure on educational and other 
facilities in Juba.  
 
Access to Juba  
The main access to Juba is via the roads of Rokon-Juba, Lainya-Juba, Kajo Keji-Juba and 
Terekeka-Juba. The Juba-Torit road remains inaccessible for the time being due to the presence of 
the LRA. The Juba-Yei road remains a ‘no-go’ area for all UN agencies.  
 
Ethiopian refugees in Juba 
UNHCR and its implementing partner in Juba are gearing up to provide materials for the 
construction of shelters for 40 refugees that arrived during the last few months. The construction 
has fallen behind schedule because of financial constraints and lack of transportation and, now 
with the onset of the rainy season, local building materials are no longer available on the nearby 
market and must be sought elsewhere. The situation at Lologo site has returned to normal after 
solving the friction between the two groups of Ethiopian Anuaks and Sudanese Anuaks. 
Preparations are underway to re-register all the residents of the site to obtain accurate figures 
regarding the Ethiopian Anuaks. The exercise will be carried out by UNHCR Juba, the Lologo 
Refugee Committee and COR.  
 
Ethiopian refugees in Pibor  
Following reports that the situation of the refugees in Pibor was deteriorating, UNHCR, its 
implementing partner and the Director of Jonglei State Coordination Office visited Pibor to assess 
the situation and monitor the start of the assistance project. There is hardly any food available for 
the refugees and the local government has for the second time distributed some from their 
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reportedly almost depleted stocks. This week, WFP started airdrops. However, the airdropped 
rations consist only of sorghum and salt and there is concern that they do not contain protein. As 
the refugees cannot yet supplement the WFP rations with their own food, their nutritional intake is 
far below the global requirements. The assistance project is slow to take off, mainly due to the fact 
that land issues need to be re-negotiated with the local authorities time and time again. 
Furthermore, there are hardly any local services available. However, health care will soon be 
provided by MSF-Belgium which is setting up a primary health care unit in Pibor town. Other 
primary health care units will be set up in Jonglei State and there are also plans to set up a mobile 
unit. MSF-B is in the process of upgrading all the existing health facilities and has stationed one 
doctor and three nurses. Although UNICEF provided the authorities with school materials, the 
school has not yet started to enroll students. 
 
Return of former combatants to Uganda 
The Ugandan authorities spent time in Juba organizing the voluntary return of former combatants 
who have settled in Juba, following a general amnesty for this group in Uganda. An initial 94 
individuals registered to return. Due to Sudanese dowry requirements, school exams and the start 
of the cultivation season, only 30 individuals have actually returned during the weekend. The 
remaining 64 will follow when circumstances allow. The process of registration is monitored by 
UNICEF.   
 
Community Based Reintegration Projects  
Juba 
Three wells have been drilled on the Rokon road and are now awaiting hand-pump installation. Out 
of the 20 wells planned for Juba town, seven sites have already been identified and the survey of 
the remaining 13 is near completion.  
 
Yei 
With UNHCR funding, JRS trained 75 teachers on teaching methodology. The teachers were 
selected by the education authorities and came from Yei, Morobo and Lainya counties.  
 
Kajo Keji 
On 23, May, UNHCR in Kajo Keji held a meeting with the County Commissioner to discuss the 
management of Kajo Keji’s Polytechnic College by Comboni’s Missionaries. An agreement has 
been reached that American Refugee Committee (ARC) will implement the rehabilitation of the 
existing Polytechnic block and purchase tools while Comboni missionaries, together with the 
county and UNHCR, will undertake technical analysis of the construction, tools and equipments 
needed to run the college. 
 
Visit of the UN Secretary-General  
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan visited Juba on 29 May. The visit was seen as a significant 
event in reinforcing the peace agreement and in bringing about a speedy implementation. The 
Secretary-General also held talks in Rumbek with the Chairman of the SPLM/A John Garang and 
emphasized that a political settlement in southern Sudan would help achieve a resolution to the 
conflict in Darfur. While in Rumbek, he addressed the National Constitutional Review Commission. 
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Delegates to the Commission will debate and review the draft Interim National Constitution, an 
effort considered essential to establishing the basis for the Government of National Unity and for 
the other institutions critical to the interim period. The Secretary-General urged those present to 
complete their work in a timely manner.   
 
Visit to Juba by the UN Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator 
A high level UN mission headed by the UN Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan 
David Gressly, who is based in Rumbek, visited Juba on 27 May. The purpose of the visit was to 
understand the scale of operations on both sides for the purpose of integrating them under a 
common umbrella.  
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 23 May 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 60,187,711  
2005 Contributions: US$ 30,357,070 
 
 

DARFUR 
 

Security 
The security situation in the IDP camps around El Geneina deteriorated. The WFP re-registration in 
the IDP camps has generated hostility against humanitarian workers due to the fact that several 
local IDP sheiks are in possession of extra food ration cards. This unauthorized possession of 
extra ration cards and the risk of losing them in the re-registration process has caused some IDP 
sheiks to encourage IDPs in some camps to reject the re-registration and to chase away some 
humanitarian workers. The Area Security Management Team declared the IDP camp Krinding I 
and II as a ‘no go’ area for all UN staff and restricted access to Ardamata camp, Abu Zar camp and 
Medinat Hujaj camp. A meeting with sheiks resolved some issues related to security but the issue 
of re-registration is ongoing.  At a meeting with OCHA and UNHCR on 31 May the sheiks agreed to 
open access to humanitarian workers and guarantee security for those working in the camps. WFP 
agreed that the current food distribution would proceed and that a flyer would be given to each 
person at the distribution explaining why re-registration was necessary.  The security situation 
remained stable in the rest of West Darfur. 
 
Returns from South to West Darfur 
The Office of HAC West Darfur based in South Darfur organized two return movements from South 
to West Darfur in the Garsila, Zalengi and Mornei areas. A total of 38 families (107 people) 
returned during these movements. UNHCR, in conjunction with IOM, was able to verify the 
voluntary nature of the movements prior to departure. The collaboration between HAC West 
Darfur, IOM and UNHCR has improved, with HAC showing understanding of why IDPs need to 
travel with ration cards. They appear very supportive in providing lists and facilitating the 
verification process before the departure of the trucks. An agreement was reached with WFP to 
provide food to returnees when they arrive in West Darfur.  
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Returns from Chad 
Following the meeting with UNHCR El Geneina and sheiks claiming to represent the interests of 
some 13,000 people from the Mararit tribe, UNHCR Chad informed that they made inquiries at 
Kounounga camp (Chad) as to whether there is interest in voluntary return to Darfur before the 
rainy season. They have advised that there does not appear to be any group wishing to return at 
the moment. On 30 May, UNHCR El Geneina conducted a further visit to the area of origin of the 
group between Kulbus and Seleah. The IDPs along the border areas, who originate from the same 
villages as those in Kounouga camp, also indicated they are not intending to return this year 
although they said that they would like to return when there are clear improvements in the security 
situation. These IDPs have presented to the Government a plan on how to deploy police in their 
villages of origin.    
 
Potential return villages around Abu Sorouj 
There appears to be increased activity by the Government to try to promote return from Abu Sorouj 
to surrounding villages. UNHCR learned that, about four days before the visit, a delegation of 
government officials had visited Abu Sorouj to sign a ‘peace agreement’ between the Erenga tribe 
and some Arab leaders. Despite this, the residents and IDPs of the village regard the security 
situation as poor and reported serious incidents of harassment by Arab militias as recently as 27 
May. This incident involved a group of armed Arabs claiming that four camels had been stolen and 
demanding the police to collect compensation from the community or else the IDP settlements 
would be burned down. The police and IDPs stated that this was the sixth or seventh time that they 
had had to pay money to such armed groups in exchange for ‘protection’. UNHCR followed up the 
mission with a meeting with the HAC Commissioner of West Darfur in which the above-mentioned 
issues were raised, with particular emphasis on the responsibility of the Government to increase 
police presence in the area and to reinforce the police with better vehicles and communications 
equipment. The mission also recommended that this be raised with the Commissioner of Police of 
West Darfur and with the Governor of Kulbus. 
 
Returns to Zalengi locality 
UNHCR has monitored all new arrivals and returns in Zalengi IDP camps. In the last months, 
approximately 20 families have spontaneously returned from refugee camps in Chad. The majority 
are female-headed households arriving with their children to join their husbands and family in the 
Zalengi area. They do not intend to continue on to their places of origin. Organized returns from 
Nyala have not taken place to date. Lists have been provided by UNHCR Nyala and UNHCR 
Zalengi has located some of the families of the returnees. UNHCR has discussed with WFP about 
providing ration cards to the returnees from Chad. 
 
There have been several new arrivals to the camps from the Abata area. ICRC is the only agency 
working in this administrative locality. New arrivals have reported incidents in the Abata market and 
have fled as a result of not being able to pay ‘protection’ money. It is also reported that many 
residents of villages in the Abata area are forced to remain and are severely restricted in their 
freedom of movement. UNHCR has planned a mission to the area this coming week.  
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UNHCR undertook a mission to Abine village in the Zalengi rural locality. It was reported that 
returns had taken place in this area. UNHCR found villagers had returned to Abine in 2004 after 
being asked by the surrounding damras to return and after being attacked in the village to which 
they had fled. The residents are very isolated and face serious protection issues, including very 
restricted freedom of movement. There is a trend in the Abata region and in Abine where residents 
are forced to pay protection fees and their movement and access to land is restricted by 
surrounding communities. There is some indication that farm lands are being cultivated by persons 
other than the original owners in this season. 
 
Greudatim nomad settlement  
On 25 May, UNHCR undertook a joint mission with OCHA to a number of Arab settlements in the 
area east of Sirba. The mission was looking for the settlement of Greudatim, whose umda had 
approached OCHA El Geneina requesting a visit to his village.  Settlements of Arabs are scattered 
throughout the area east of Sirba. Some of them are apparently displaced from other areas, 
including Birsaleeba and areas around Kulbus.  The Arabs living in Greudatim come from a village 
near Jebel Moon and had to leave the area in 2004 because of the NMRD occupation of the Jebel 
Moon area. The mission met with a group of Arabs who claimed to be displaced from Birsaleeba 
due to insecurity but they could not seek refuge in the same place as the IDPs from the Mararit 
(African) tribes from the same area, because of enmity between the two groups arising from the 
conflict. However, they noted that they used to live together with the Mararit tribe in Birsaleeba 
without any problems. It is noted that WFP has started to distribute food in these settlements 
following the last re-registration. UNHCR and OCHA plan to make more visits to the area to better 
map these communities and their relationship to various areas of origin and other IDP 
communities. The aim is to identify where community reconciliation may be necessary or beneficial 
for any future return. 
 
Reports of abandoned infants around Habila 
UNHCR has received information that a number of infants have been abandoned and may have 
perished in the Habila area. Information has been received that two women are currently being 
detained in relation to the abandoned infants. No clear facts have been established and UNHCR 
will dispatch a team to investigate further. There are some indications that this may relate to the 
stigma and harassment of rape survivors in the area, which may be causing some women to 
abandon their children.   
 
Community-Based Reintegration Projects 
Following UNHCR’s call for community-based reintegration projects (CBRPs) in villages of 
origin/return in February of this year, a small but encouraging number of proposals have been 
received. Intersos is expected to be UNHCR’s main implementing partner in the Habila/Foro 
Boranga area. They have been present in the area as UNHCR’s implementing partner since 
August 2004 and have established good relations with communities in these areas and have the 
technical/logistical capacity to implement projects. Triangle has expressed interest in undertaking 
CBRPs in the villages northwest of El Geneina and has already undertaken a number of joint visits 
to the area with UNHCR. World Relief has expressed interest in implementing CBRPs in the 
villages around Um Tajouk, where World Relief has already been working since 2004 on nutrition, 
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health and water/sanitation. Danish Refugee Council is already established in Zalengi and has an 
agreement with UNHCR which includes CBRPs. COSV has submitted a proposal for CBRPs in the 
Kulbus area which is currently under consideration. 
 
Peace and reconciliation 
UNHCR and other agencies were invited to attend a peace and reconciliation meeting hosted by 
the commissioner of Zalengi and the head of the public administration, who is a member of the 
Arab community. The meeting was attended by representatives of almost all Arab tribes in the 
area, including the nomadic community. The meeting was also attended by two Fur Umdas. The 
aim of the meeting was to agree on re-establishing previous methods of maintaining law and order 
in the region. The recommendation of the meeting was for the UN agencies to promote return and 
stop providing assistance in the camps.  
 
Promotion of fuel-efficient stoves  
From 29 May to 1 June, UNHCR organized a fuel-efficient stove ‘train the trainers’ workshop for 
Zalengi. There were over 45 participants, including IDP representatives and several members of 
local NGOs, including representatives from the Department of Forestry and University of Zalengi. 
Both Mercy Corps and DRC are focusing on training trainers in order to establish mobile training 
clinics for the inhabited villages in Zalengi locality.  
 
African Union’s CivPol patrols 
The African Union’s CivPol established a permanent presence in Kalma camp. They are 
maintaining a 24-hour rotating patrol. The AU plans to hold a reconciliation meeting between the 
police and IDPs, including sheikhs and youth committees, and invites UNHCR to participate. Since 
the incident in Kalma camp on 19 May between the IDPs and the police, the AU has stopped 
escorting women during firewood collection, which has resulted in an increased number of attacks, 
beatings and cases of rape. UNHCR had discussions with the Sector Commander and requested 
the AU to reinstate the escorts. The AU CivPol had started involving the police during the escorts, 
but following the incident, confidence between the IDPs and the police must be re-established. 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 23 May 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 3,106,376 
 
 

CHAD 
 

Security 
The security situation in eastern Chad remained calm. Several negotiations were held to resolve 
the crisis affecting Touloum camp (UNHCR Iriba) regarding the re-registration of refugees. The 
refugees have now committed to consenting to the re-registration exercise and humanitarian 
organisations will return to the camp. At Kounoungo camp, an incident occurred between residents 
of the camp and members of the local community. The incident took place when residents of the 
camp were gathering wood outside the camp despite the organised wood collection scheme 
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currently in place, whereby refugees travel together to collect wood in a site approved by the 
Government. The matter has been referred to a joint committee of refugee and local population 
representatives, which will meet in the upcoming week under the aegis of the Sultan (traditional 
authority).   
 
Protection activities 
UNHCR visited refugees being detained in Biltine. These refugees were arrested at Iridimi camp 
(UNHCR Iriba) during the outbreak of violence two weeks ago. UNHCR found that the conditions of 
detention are relatively good.   
 
Transfers to Gaga camp 
UNHCR’s implementing partner CORD facilitated ‘go and see’ visits to Gaga camp by eleven 
refugees currently residing in Farchana camp. Following the visit, the refugees indicated their 
positive impression of the camp and of UNHCR’s plans to transfer them and the other refugees.   
 
Repatriation to Sudan 
UNHCR looked into claims originating in Sudan that as many as 8,000 refugees in Kounoungo 
refugee camp in eastern Chad wished to repatriate to Sudan. Numerous consultations were held 
with members of the refugee community residing in Kounoungo and all indicated their reluctance to 
return at this point in time. Furthermore, many of the camp’s residents indicated that the camp had 
been visited by people promoting return to Sudan and suggested that these people had been paid 
by the Sudanese Government.  
 
Activities in southern Chad 
Gore 
The results of the recent elections in Central African Republic appear to have been positively 
received by the refugees in Amboko settlement, suggesting an increasingly good climate for 
repatriation. After a two-month delay, a general distribution of sorghum took place. WFP confirmed 
a new programme of food assistance stretching to January 2006 and established a food-for-work 
project. Over 1,200 families were provided with peanut, sesame, bean and sorghum seeds to grow 
some of their own food. Water availability per refugee per day ranged between 15 and 23 litres 
(low end of acceptable standard is 15 litres). UNHCR helped organize a number of groups to 
undertake income generating activities. Planning for the repatriation of 1,542 Chadian refugees in 
Boubou and Bangui (Central African Republic) is well advanced. The movement is expected to 
start in mid-June.    
 
Damanadji 
The food situation at Yaroungou settlement has improved and a month’s ration of sorghum has 
been distributed to the refugees. With support from African Concern, peanut, sorghum and millet 
seeds will be distributed next week. Food self-sufficiency could be achieved if the rains are 
abundant. 
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Assistance to urban refugees 
UNHCR received 38 visits from refugees, most seeking medical assistance.  While in the past most 
refugees seeking assistance had been Congolese, the past week included inquiries from refugees 
from Rwanda, Liberia and Sierra Leone.  
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 23 May 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 34,424,607  


