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Latin America & The Caribbean 
 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional 
Office through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note does not intend to be an analytical tool, but a 
summary paper of key facts and actions reported by sources. Activities carried in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. 
Please check with sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org  
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HIGHLIGHTS: 
• ARGENTINA: Argentinean president announced on February 13 a USD 45.4 million fund to reconstruct houses, 

roads, sewage and gas systems. 
• COLOMBIA: Galeras volcano in southern Colombia, near the border with Ecuador, began erupting and some 

8,000 residents were ordered to evacuate.

FLOODS 

 
Hundreds of people have been affected in the city of 
Tartagal in Salta  (Source: Reuters) 

ARGENTINA:  Heavy rains persisted in the 

northwestern city of Tartagal, in Salta. The situation 

is hampering the return home of more than 600 

people.  Argentinean president announced on 

February 13 a USD 45.4 million fund to reconstruct 

houses, roads, sewage and gas systems.  More than 

87,000 food rations, 2,400 mattresses, 1,300 

blankets, bed linen and mineral water has been 

distributed in the affected zones, according to 

authorities. No further needs have been identified. 

  

Source: El Dia, Latin America Herald Tribune  

 

BOLIVIA:  More than 20 cities in the East of Santa 

Cruz were flooded due to heavy rains on February 

13. Local authorities declared an Orange Alert in the 

zone. So far, the 2009 rainy season has affected 

more than 10,000 in the Bolivian territory.  Water 

levels in the main rivers of the country continue to 

upraise and more flooding is expected, as the rainy 

season reaches its peak at the end of the month. 

Last year, 485,000 people were affected by flooding. 

 

Source: Reliefweb   
 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC:  Authorities kept a Red Alert 

in four provinces. More than 9,200 people have 

been affected and forced to evacuate their homes. 

According to authorities, 945 of this total are in 

official shelters, while the rest have moved with 

families or friends. More than 1,840 houses have 

been affected. No further needs have been 

identified. 

 

Source: COE, Reliefweb   
 
 

BRAZIL: Torrential rains has caused mudslides and 

flooding in Rio de Janeiro.  According to Civil 

Defense authorities, more than 3,000 people have 

been evacuated from their houses. The most 
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affected zone is the municipality of Itaborai where 

more than a thousand people have been affected 

and more than 280 buildings have been damaged.  

 
Source: AFP 

 

PANAMA:  According to the Civil Defense, more than 

6,782 people were affected by heavy rains last 

week. Some 1,440 houses were reported damaged 

in the provinces of Bocas del Toro and Chiriquí, 

already severely affected last November.  From this 

total, 177 people still remain in the 3 shelters and 

are receiving support from authorities.   

 

Source: SINAPROC   
 
 
OUTBREAK 

BOLIVIA: Health authorities have reported 17,371 

cases of classic dengue, 12,297 only in Santa Cruz. 

Of hemorrhagic dengue 1,748 cases have been 

confirmed, of which 7 have resulted in deaths.  

World Vision has already donated drugs, while PAHO 

deployed 6 experts in epidemiology and entomology 

to support the government’s response.  

 

Source: PAHO 
 
VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 
 

COLOMBIA: Galeras volcano in southern Colombia, 

near the border with Ecuador, began erupting and 

some 8,000 residents were ordered to evacuate, the 

Colombian Institute of Geology and Mines said. A 

"large amount of ash" was falling on the regional 

capital Pasto, reported the provincial governor. The 

Civil Defense and Red Cross agencies have begun 

evacuation procedures to help the 8,000 people 

living on the slopes to get off the volcano. 

Source: AFP 
 
 

EARTHQUAKE 

PERU: An earthquake measuring 5.8 on the Richter 

scale rocked northeast Peru on Sunday morning, the 

latest one of a series of tremors above magnitude 5 

that have hit the country this month. Neither 

casualties nor major damages were reported so far. 

The Geophysical Institute of Peru reported that the 

epicenter was some 46 kilometers southeast of 

Sechura, in the region of Piura, and 1,000 

kilometers northeast of Lima. 

 

Source: XINHUA  
 

ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION 

 
PANAMA:  

UNDP BCPR organized an Early Recovery Regional 

Workshop which covered Early Recovery in 

Humanitarian Reform, Coordination and Financial 

Mechanisms, Clusters, Evaluation Needs and 

Strategies of Transition. The event was attended by 

REDLAC members.  

 

 

 


