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HIGHLIGTS 
 BOLIVIA Y PERU: At least 10,000 families in Bolivia and more than 1,000 in Peru have been affected by heavy rain.  
 CHILE: After the 6.9 degree aftershock, some 40 earthquakes have been registered. No damages or injuries reported. 
 MEXICO: 120,000 people affected and more than 10,000 hectares of crops lost due to the Cold. 

     REDLAC Weekly Note on Emergencies 
Latin America & the Caribbean  

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note does not intend to be an analytical tool, but a summary paper of key facts and actions 
reported by the sources indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with sources for further 
information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

Year 4 - Volume 195                                                                                        14 February, 2011

FLOODS – HEAVY RAINS 

BOLIVIA: Heavy rains in recent days have 

affected more than 4,000 families in La Paz, and 

at least 6,000 families in Cochabamba with 

landslides and overflowing rivers. The most 

affected region is the Tropic of Cochabamba, 

where the water has reached record heights of 

five feet (1.50m). In Cochabamba, a red alert 

has been issued and classes were suspended. 

Local authorities are providing basic supplies and 

temporary shelters as part of the National 

Contingency Plan. The rains, which began in 

January, have worsen during the last week and 

are expected to continue until mid-March.  
Source: Government of Bolivia. 

PERU: The Government declared a 60 day State 

of Emergency for five provinces in the 

Department of ICA affected by floods. This 

declaration facilitates actions aimed at reducing 

and minimizing existing risks and responding to 

affected populations.   

Rains over the last week have also caused rivers 

to overflow in the departments of Arequipa, 

Ayacucho, Puno, Ucayali, Huancavelica, 

damaging homes, crops and infrastructures. In 

Arequipa alone, more than 6,000 people have 

been affected. 
Source: Government of Peru. 

 

EARTHQUAKES 
CHILE: Two weeks before the first anniversary 

of the 8.8 magnitude earthquake that shook the 

country, a quake measuring 6.9 on the Richter 

scale shook the Region of Maule on 11 February. 

There have been no reports of damages or 

injuries. Although authorities classified the event 

as intense it is within the normal levels.  Since 

then, more than 41 aftershocks of varying 

magnitudes have been reported in the South 

Central region of the country. During the early 

BOLIVIA: Local authorities estimated that there are 6,000 families 

affected. Cochabamba is the most affected region.  La Prensa©. 
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hours of Monday, 14 February, six earthquakes 

were reported.  
Source: Government of Chile. 

 

VOLCANO 

GUATEMALA: Departmental authorities of 

Retalhuleu and Quetzaltenango issued a yellow 

alert for the heightened activity from the 

Santiaguito volcano - located in the western 

highlands. Meanwhile, the Volcano de Fuego - 

south-central Guatemala, has increased in its 

number and intensity of explosions, ranging 

from 3 to 4 per hour, shooting ash columns up 

to 600 feet above the crater. 
Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Risk Reduction  

 

COLD WAVE 

MEXICO:  Authorities consider the unusual 

frosts and low temperatures the most severe 

cold wave of the last half century. More than 

990,000 hectares of crops have been seriously 

affected in the northern region of Mexico.  A 

state of emergency has been declared in the 

states of Sinaloa, Sonora and Tamaulipas to 

ensure access to public funds.   
Source: Government of Mexico. 

 

MEXICO: Some 120,000 people have been affected by the cold 

wave. Authorities have declared emergency situations in the 

affected states in order to Access emergency funds  OCHA©. 

  


