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Background 
The flood situation resulting from the breach in the eastern Koshi embankment in neighboring 
Nepal has worsened in the fourth day as flood water entered into new areas of Supaul, Araria and 
Madhepura districts in the state of Bihar. These three districts were the worst affected locations. 
Flood waters have also disrupted the lives of many in Narpatganj, Farbesgunj and Bhargama blocks 
of Araria district and Kumarkhand and Sankarpur blocks of Madhepura district.  Over 20 lakh 
people are bearing the brunt of floods as the turbulent waters of the Kosi submerged fresh areas in 
the three districts. So far, 42 people have died in the floods in Bihar, official sources said.  
  
Situation in Madhepura  

  
The Madhepura Christian Hospital, a unit of Emmanuel Hospital Association (EHA) is presently 
conducting an assessment and ha started the early relief operations. Madhepura Christian Hospital 
is a 25 bedded hospital located at about 4 kms from Madhepura Town, and is the only voluntary 
hospital for three adjoining districts. The hospital is located in the Madhepura block in Madhepura 
district which is today one of the worst affected location. It is officially reported that over 7 blocks 
are affected, of which 150 villages with more than 150000 population are severely affected by the 
flood. All communications and network are difficult as all the major lines are been cut off.  
 
Impact of Flood in Madhepura district  
Madhepura District is located in the northeastern part of the state of Bihar. Madhepura district is 
surrounded by Araria and Supaul districts in the north, Khagaria and Bhagalpur districts in the 
south, Purnia district in the east and Saharsa district in the west. The total area of the district is 
1888.54 sq. km. with a total population of 1,728,646 persons. The district is situated in the plains of 
river Koshi. Prior to the Koshi Project, the entire district was fully affected by the flood of Koshi. 
The worst affected blocks are Alamnagar, Chousa and Puraini. Approximately 90% of the 
population depends on agriculture and dairy farm.  Major crops like paddy, maize and vegetables 
production in this district has been seriously affected. There are no big industries, only some small 
scale industries. Even at normal situations, due to frequent power cuts, small scale industries do not 
functioning properly. After the flood the power crisis is very acute.    
 

 Total no of Block completely affected- 7 
 Total no of panchayats completely affected -64 
 Total no of villages affected- 150 
 Total population affected- 150000 



 Total no of families affected - 30000 
 Total deaths toll reported - 14  (till 25th August .)  

       
The flood water has ruthlessly devastated major communication infrastructure, roads, bridges, 
shelters and agricultural land of Madhepura, Murliganj and other nearby blocks completely. Waters 
continue to rise continually. Even accessing the villages by boats have become very risky especially 
in the marooned villages. 
 

Though the Additional Commissioner of Disaster Management Department said over 60 relief 
camps were set up in the affected districts, the supplies are not sufficient and still many are left 
unattended and hungry. EHA team reported that thousands of people were stranded in many of the 
marooned villages hoping for the evacuation by authorities. 
 
Civil society Response: Only Red Cross volunteers in association with District administration are 
involved in rescue operations. 
 
Initial Response of Emmanuel Hospital Association: At present, Emmanuel Hospital Association 
is the only national NGO that has launched relief operations in association with District 
Administration. EHA Hospital staff and volunteers provided food materials like Flattened rice & 
Jaggery to relief camps at Madhepura town and nearby villages. One team is engaged in rapid 



assessment. The EHA - Madhepura Christian Hospital team include one Senior doctor, One Junior 
doctor, Nursing Staff, MCH Staff, and local volunteers.  
 
Immediate Needs of the Community: 
EHA's observations and feedback from the field team, local officials, and members of affected 
communities reveal the following priority needs:   

1. Adequate logistical support for evacuation immediately 
2. Safe drinking water for the evacuated people  and people stranded in marooned villages 
3. Water treatment at temporary relief camps and marooned villages  
4. Emergency medical care (potential water borne diseases) at relief camp and  shelters 

specially children and women 
5. Emergency medical care and attention for the pregnant women and lactating mothers. 
6. Sanitation and hygiene kits specially for women 
7. Proper clothing and sheets  
8. Food and nutrition material  
9. Proper Sanitation in major areas like Railway tracks, embankment areas, highways and relief 

camps are one of the immediate needs in order to stop post flood epidemics and other 
potential outbreaks.  

 
Logistics – Transportation  
The only route connecting to Madhepura is through Saharsa while the rest of the roads are totally 
submerged. The rest are totally affected and disrupted as reported by the EHA field team.  
a)- Madhipura to Purnia road has been broken  
b)- Madhepura to Beerpur (Nepal border) road has also broken 
c)- Madhepura to Kumar khand road has also broken 
d)- Madhepura to Purnia meter gaze Railway line disconnected. 
 
The nearest meter gauge railway station is Madhepura Station and the nearest Broad gauge station is 
Saharsa which is 18 kms away from Madhepura town. The nearest domestic air port is Patna which 
is 9 hours drive from the Madhepura town. By rail it takes 6 hours to reach the district head 
quarters.  
 

(Flood-hit damaged railway track is seen near Dinapatti in Madhepura)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


