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EARTHQUAKE
Chile slowly recovers from one of the strongest 

earthquakes recorded.  Haiti makes the transition 

from recovery to rebuilding. 

Chile: An estimated 30 percent of communities do not have access to 
potable water as well as other services.  Image: AP©

CHILE: An estimated two million people were affected 

by the impact of the earthquake and tsunami, with at 

least 500,000 homes sustaining considerable damage. 

Access to food and the restoration of electricity and 

drinking water are still the top priorities.  

Dozens of aftershocks, some registering as high as 

6.9 on the Richter scale, continued to rattle the region 

over the weekend. Since the 27 February earthquake, 

over 150 aftershocks have been reported in Chile.  

A joint assessment mission including the Minister of 

Health and the PAHO/WHO representative, together 

with members of the United Nations Emergency 

Technical Team started on 6 March.  

Rural communities, especially coastal, are of major 

concern as many are still not connected to basic 

services, livelihoods have been destroyed, and the 

communities are still difficult to access.  Many 

inhabitants are living in tents on the edge of the 

towns and are afraid to return to urban centres.  

On 5 March, flight operations were resumed at 

Santiago international airport.  

Also on 5 March, the United Nations Secretary-

General Ban Ki Moon met with the president of Chile, 

the UN County Team, key cabinet members and the 

president elect.  The Secretary-General announced 

that the UN will provide up to USD 10 million from 

CERF funding to enable UN agencies to support the 

priorities of Health, Water and Sanitation, Emergency 

Shelter, Education and Emergency 

Telecommunications. He encouraged the 

establishment of a joint working process between the 

UN and government to expedite the assessment of 

needs and to have a comprehensive picture of 

challenges at hand in order to design a response 

accordingly. 

HIGHLIGHTS:

� CHILE: United Nations Secretary General announced that the UN will provide up to US$10 million from CERF funding.  
� HAITI: Second phase of food distribution will go to 300,000 vulnerable families in and around Port au Prince. 
� GUATEMALA: UN and partners calls for US$34 million for Guatemala drought.  
� BARBADOS: The Barbados Water Authority (BWA) has activated its Drought Management Plan. 
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The UN World Food Programme (WFP) is distributing 

70 metric tons of high-energy biscuits, benefiting 

approximately 35,000 children for five days. 

A Telethon was launched in Chile with the aim of 

raising USD 30 million for the construction of houses, 

and it has doubled its goal raising nearly US$60 

million. 

According to the OCHA Financial Tracking System, on 

8 March, in kind and funding support for the Chile 

earthquake amounted to US$ 23,6 million (US$ 12,5 

million funding and US$ 11,1 million uncommitted 

pledges). 

For more information about this major emergency 

please, visit the following humanitarian portals: 

Reliefweb  or Redhum

Source: United Nations Country Team.  

HAITI: When Haiti’s earthquake hit in January, tens 

of thousands were killed and an estimated 1.3 million 

left homeless.  

Haiti: A MINUSTAH engineer removes photographs of high level 
officers in the formerly MINUSTAH’s headquarter.                      
Image: MINUSTAH- Sophia Paris.© 

The World Food Programme (WFP) and its partners 

were distributing new coupons for the second phase 

of food distribution, which began on 6 March in Port-

au-Prince. The distribution to approximately 2 million 

persons will include a full food basket of rice, beans, 

corn soy Blend, vegetable oil and salt.  (1)

Humanitarian agencies distributing emergency shelter 

materials have reached more than 650,000 people. It 

is expected that two-thirds of those left without 

shelter by the quake will be reached by 1 April, when 

the rainy season usually starts. 

Coordinated by the International Federation of Red 

Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the shelter 

cluster is on track to reach 1.3 million people on or 

before the original target date of 1 May. (2)

OCHA is tracking all official donations to various 

international appeals worldwide. For more information 

about the Haiti Appeal visit the Financial Tracking 

Services website.

For more information about this major emergency 

please, visit the following humanitarian portals: 

Reliefweb  or Redhum

Source: World Food Programe (1), IFRC (2) 

FLOODS
Torrential rains caused by El Niño have been affecting 

Bolivia since last December. 

BOLIVIA: Some 42,900 families in the Amazonian 

eastern provinces of Bolivia were affected by recent 

floods. Local authorities are providing food (rice, 

vegetables, cooking oil) to the affected population.  

Source: Government of Bolivia. 

DROUGHT/FOOD
INSECURITY
A drought cause by El Niño has resulted in lower 

yields of basic grain crops and has caused reduction 

of household food reserves which will deplete sooner 

than normal. In Guatemala, about 2.7 million people 

have been affected. In the Caribbean, some countries 

have been hit with a prolonged drought that has 

resulted in severe water shortages, leaving several 

areas without potable water. 

BARBADOS: Some areas of Barbados have begun to 

experience water supply problems and the situation is 

being aggravated by the numerous bush fires, which 

require much water to extinguish them. At least one 

of these fires threatened the existence of one of the 

Authority's pumping facilities and adversely affected 

their ability to supply water from that location for a 

number of days. 
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The Barbados Water Authority (BWA) has activated its 

Drought Management Plan. They are currently at 

Stage 1, where they are encouraging customers to 

practice good water use habits and employ voluntary 

conservation measures. 

Source: Government of Barbados. 

GUATEMALA: On 5 March, the United Nations, 

together with the Guatemalan Government and the 

Humanitarian Network, launched a US$34 million 

appeal to counter food shortages affecting 2.7 million 

people living in the so called “Dry Corridor”, which 

even before last year’s drought had one of the highest 

rates of chronic malnutrition in the world.  

The appeal will complement national relief efforts and 

provide support for food, health, nutrition, agriculture 

and early recovery, as well as, water, sanitation and 

hygiene projects for six months for some 680,000 

people living in departments in the eastern section of 

the country, including the dry corridor – Jutiapa, 

Santa Rosa, Zacapa, Chiquimula, El Progreso, Baja 

Verapaz, Izabal, El Quiche and Jalapa.  

Source: UN News. 

EPIDEMIC
DENGUE

According to latest official reports, so far this year, 

dengue in Latin America has affected 2 million people, 

and has caused the death of 37.   

BRAZIL: As of Epidemiological Week 4, the Ministry of 

Health of Brazil reported a cumulative of 31,995 cases 

of dengue, of which 199 were severe cases. Some 13 

people have died in four States. Local authorities have 

intensified their campaign in the most affected areas 

Source: PAHO. 

COLOMBIA: Colombia declared a “Green Hospital 

Alert”, which ensures the timely delivery of public and 

private health services. According to the Ministry of 

Social Welfare, as of the epidemiological week 3, 366 

confirmed cases of dengue have been reported. The 

most affected group are children under 14 years old.  

Source: PAHO. 

ECUADOR: Local authorities reported 1,800 

confirmed cases of dengue and 45 confirmed cases of 

hemorrhagic dengue.  

Source: EFE. 

EL SALVADOR: The Ministry of Health reported that 

since January the number of confirmed cases of 

dengue have reached approximately 1,750 cases and 

41 cases of the hemorrhagic type. Local authorities 

have allocated US$ 800,000 to cope up with the 

situation.  

Source: Prensa Grafica. 

HONDURAS:  So far this year, the Ministry of Health 

reported 2,781 cases of classic dengue and two dead 

by hemorrhagic dengue. This represents an increase 

of 161 percent compared to the same period last 

year, during which 1,066 confirmed cases were 

reported.

Source: Radio America. 

PANDEMIC INFLUENZA A H1N1 

HONDURAS: Health authorities in Honduras reported 

25 new cases of influenza A H1N1, increasing the 

number of confirmed cases to 55, since last January. 

They have 600,000 vaccines to immunize the 

country’s vulnerable population, mainly children, elder 

people, health staff and those suffering from chronic 

respiratory diseases. 

Source: La Tribuna. 


