
 
I. General Overview 

 
Tensions remain high as the Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) on 15 December 
announced the names of the six Kenyans to stand trial at The Hague for 2007/2008 post election 
violence (PEV) offences. Included in the list are the Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Uhuru 
Muigai Kenyatta, the suspended Minister for Higher Education, Science and Technology- William Ruto, 
Head of Civil Service and Secretary to the Cabinet- Francis Muthaura, the Minister of Industrialization-
Henry Kosgei-, the Chief Executive, Postal Corporation of Kenya- Hussein Ali and a journalist Joshua 
Arap Sang.  
 
On the other hand, a cabinet meeting held on 13 December called for the establishment of a local 
tribunal to try suspects of the 2007 post-election violence. The National Cohesion and Integration 
Commission (NCIC) expressed optimism that the 11th hour decision by the President and Prime Minister 
to establish a local tribunal will simmer down tensions around the ICC process both on the political 
sphere and community fronts. Lawyers representing nine security and administration officers indicated 
that their clients were ready to testify in the trials, as long as they are provided with immunity from 
prosecution. A group of international non-governmental organizations led by Action Aid released an 
analytical report of the situation. “Embracing the Practice of Conflict Sensitive Approaches: An analysis 
of the Kenyan Context”, notes that given the linkages between political elite and the instigation of local 
level violence, consequences of ICC involvement could well include widespread localized backlash in 
supporter or home regions of those indicted. The report further highlights that the possibility of a 
renewed cycle of conflict and counter attacks, if violence trends can be presumed to remain similar to 
those in the past. Government and civil society agencies will conduct peace campaigns. UWIANO 
Platform for Peace will reactivate conflict prevention strategies that include short text messaging and use 
of peace monitors in hot-spot areas. More than 1,300 lives were lost and 350,000 displaced following 
chaos which erupted after the announcement of the General Election results in the year 2007.  
 
The effects of La Nina are negatively impacting the lives and livelihoods of people living in arid lands. 
Northern rift valley is recording increased number of cattle raids and conflict. The results of a rapid 
assessment conducted by PACIDA in Marsabit district between 8-17 Novembers revealed that water and 
pasture have become scarce and thus has reached alarming levels. Residents living in Torbi and Forole 
areas have resorted to consuming untreated waters from shallow wells, further exposing themselves to 
diseases. In addition, livestock conditions are poor and expected to become worse in the coming 
months. Local leaders in the area called for urgent interventions to enable the community cope with the 
deteriorating conditions. Livestock have concentrated around the few remaining water points and have 
contributed to congestion. Water pumping hours have been extended and as a result, high fuel 
consumption recorded. The worst hit areas of the district are Bubisa, Diid Galgallu, Turbi, Burgbabo, 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 ICC to reveal the identities of six Kenyans to face The Hague 
 Contingency Planning for south Sudan in top gear 
 La Nina effects being manifested in ASAL areas 
 Polio vaccinations on-going in high risk areas 
 An urban policy being developed to address vulnerability 
 Amnesty International released report highlighting human rights violation of Somali refugees  
 The EHRP appeals for US$ 525,827,794  
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Hurri Hills, Forolle, El-Hadi, Balesa, Kalacha, Maikona and Segel.   
 
Contingency Planning ahead of the January referendum in south Sudan are on-going. UNHCR is taking 
the lead in preparedness planning for an influx of refugees. In the most likely scenario, the impact will be 
borne mainly within south Sudan. About 10,000 families are expected in the first two weeks of January. 
The screening centre at Nadapal border (Kenya-Sudan) crossing has been refurbished. Close to 36,000 
south Sudanese have migrated from the north to the south and may need humanitarian assistance. 
 

 
II. Humanitarian Situation 

 
The Emergency Humanitarian Response Plan 2011+ (EHRP 2011+) was launched on 30 November. 
The EHRP appealed for US$ 525,827,794. Statements were issued by the Assistant Minister of State for 
Special Programmes (MoSSP), the Humanitarian Coordinator, Donor groups represented by ECHO and 
Civil Society represented by Concern World Wide. The EHRP focuses on key issues that are informed 
by a combination of underlying humanitarian issues that include: the impact of climate change on food 
security and livelihoods; the burden of endemic diseases and high malnutrition; inter-communal 
resource-based conflicts, and refugee influx from Sudan and Somalia. According to the NGO 
representative,  Kenya is facing a deadly cocktail of climate change, population growth, a lack of 
infrastructure and existing policies of exclusion that are leading to chronic vulnerability and spikes in 
humanitarian needs. The plan also includes a three-year strategy in recognition of the linkages between 
humanitarian needs and development challenges and gaps in Kenya. The Assistant Minister of State for 
Special Programmes (MoSSP) announced that within the restructuring of the administrative division of 
the country, MoSSP plans to have one staff in each of the county in order to assist on humanitarian 
preparedness and response. 
 
Drought and Food Security 
The European Union (EU) adopted a financing decision to provide a EUR 66.4 million contribution to the 
Kenya Rural Development Programme. The EU hopes to improve food security in Kenya through 
increased productivity in agriculture and higher efficiency of food systems. Research in the agriculture 
area and improvement of livelihoods in the arid and semi-arid areas of the country will be supported. In 
addition, drought preparedness systems will be strengthened through rapid availability of contingency 
funds.  

Drought is expected to hit various parts of Kenya despite the good rains received in 2010. East Africa’s 
Heads of States held a retreat early December to discuss possible implications of the looming drought. 
The chairperson of the East African Community Council of Ministers, Hafsa Mossi, warned that despite 
the good rains in 2010 that have resulted in surplus production, hunger looms large due to weak systems 
in post harvest storage, infrastructure and distribution. 

 
Protection 
A cabinet memo for the National Policy on the Prevention of Internal Displacement and the Protection 
and Assistance to Internally Displaced Persons in Kenya is being prepared. The policy aims at realizing 
the protection and promotion of human rights for IDPs in Kenya. In addition, the policy advocates for the 
protection of people against internal displacement as well as mitigate its consequences. A simplified 
version of the draft policy was also developed. 
 
The Protection Working Group members supported activities marking the ‘16 days of activism’ and the 
celebration of the 62ndAnniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Community awareness 
raising forums were held at provincial level. In addition, agencies involved in human rights issues show-
cased their products and initiatives. The cluster is working on standardizing practices on services offered 
to refugees. In addition, an inter-agency referral platform to share information on protection intervention 
regarding vulnerable cases will be established. 
 
Refugees and Host Communities 
The United Nations High Commission for Refugees reported progress in the development of 
infrastructure at IFO II Refugee Camp. Refugees living at the periphery of Dagahaley camp in Dadaab 
(eastern Kenya) will be relocated to the new establishment once complete. As of 26 November, Dadaab 
camps had 294,338. The camps were established to accommodate 90,000 persons. Dagahaley, one of 
the three camps has close to 10,000 refugees living in the periphery. UNHCR conducted an assessment 
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in September which highlighted that refugees in the camps have very limited access to basic services 
that include water, shelter and sanitation.  
 
Amnesty International released a report that highlights human rights violations of Somali refugees in 
Kenya. “From life without peace to peace without life,” is an account of extortion, sexual and physical 
abuse, arbitrary arrest and detention. The report points out that more than 8,000 refugees fleeing fierce 
fighting in Balet Hawo, were forced to return to Somalia by Kenyan authorities, an action that put the 
lives of refugees in danger. The report called on the Government of Kenya to ensure that refugees within 
its territory are protected. Kenya hosts the largest refugee population in Africa, the majority of who are 
from Somalia. Despite the official closure of the Kenya- Somalia border, refugees continue to trickle in. 
To access the report, log onto http://tinyurl.com/27a2d9x. 
 
 
Health 
More than 300,000 children below 5 years in Western Kenya will undergo polio vaccination. There were 
reported cases of polio in the neighbouring Uganda’s Bugiri district, where one of the victims developed 
a paralysis. Sample tests have found that the virus originated from Turkana in Kenya. Vaccination is 
being provided in 22 high risk districts mainly located in northern and western Kenya.  The immunization 
campaigns in Nyanza are synchronized with the operations on the Ugandan side. 
 
Urban vulnerability 
UN Habitat and OCHA Kenya are spearheading efforts targeted at strengthening response to 
urban vulnerability challenges facing an increasing number of persons living in informal 
settlements. OCHA presented the key outlines of the Urban Vulnerability work plan and proposal to 
the Coordinator of the National Urban Development Policy Formulation Process in the Ministry of 
Local Government (MOLG). The MoLG stated that the drafting of the work plan and proposal was 
well timed as the Government is currently reviewing the drafting of an urban policy for Kenya, and 
urban vulnerability with its multi-dimensional aspects can be captured through the work done by 
OCHA and UN-Habitat. The Government stated that declining rural economies have pushed 
thousands of poor vulnerable populations into urban areas, where unfortunately social services 
have diminished and most municipal programs have not been pro-poor. It was noted that few 
programs are in place to address security and safety of urban poor populations, food insecurity, 
shelter, water, sanitation and health challenges. OCHA and UN-Habitat will be asked to make a 
presentation at the MOLG-organised stakeholders’ validation workshop where the urban 
vulnerability work plan can make its entry to the urban policy formulation process.  OCHA has 
planned similar briefing meetings to the Crisis Response Centre and the National Disaster 
Operations Centre.  
 
Security and conflict 
The National Conflict Early Warning and Response Unit (CEWERU) launched an Early Warning and 
Response Mechanism on 25 November 2010. The system will strengthen the existing capacities to 
undertake timely and effective action to prevent and mitigate violent conflicts. Violence and conflict 
incidences have been on the increase over the past years. As a result, lives and livelihoods have been 
lost. Agencies involved in peace building and conflict prevention interventions will use the system to 
increase the effectiveness of the interventions. 
 
Following numerous reports of alleged sexual and gender based violence against a displaced population 
in Mount Elgon region, the Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) conducted a quick assessment to 
ascertain the situation. Preliminary indications point to a resurgence of armed groups disbanded by the 
Kenyan Government in a military operation in 2008. In addition, the region remained highly volatile. 
Unsettled land disputes, the creation of new boundaries as per new Law and the political momentum for 
2012 combined together are sources of potential conflict. 
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