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Key Messages
In recent months, local rice prices in Haiti major markets have tended to decline, however imported rice prices have declined 
more compared to pre earthquake and local prices.

The country is facing a dramatic humanitarian crisis with millions of people in dire need of shelter, food and humanitarian 
assistance.

Concerned agencies predict an alarming and very high hunger problem in a country where 3 million people are currently 
food insecure.

Government policies focus on assisting the population and rebuilding the agricultural system.

Background
The total population of Haiti was 9,780 million in 2008 with an annual growth rate of 1%. In 2005 the undernourished population reached   
58%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population - 2008 (WB) 9780064

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 1%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2008 (WB) 1180

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2001 (MDGI) 54%

Rural population - 2007 (WB) 55%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2003 (WB) 27%

Prices

In May 2010 local rice prices in Port-au-Prince declined to 71.2 
Gourde/Kg from pre quake levels in Dec 2009 (88.57 Gourde/
Kg) and Jan 2010 prices (92.32 Gourde/Kg). The same 
declining trend was registered in Jacmel markets where local 
rice prices were 110.25 Gourde/Kg compared to Dec and Jan 
when they were 132 Gourde/kg. Imported rice prices in Port-au-
Prince and Jacmel have increased by 20% from pre quake 
levels in Dec 2009; they were 52.83 Gourde/Kg in Port au 
Prince and 66.15 in Jacmel in March, but then declined the 
following months. In May prices were at 44.56 Gourde/Kg in 
Port au Prince and 55.13 Gourde/Kg in Jacmel. Thus imported 
rice prices in recent months registered lower levels compared 
to local rice prices.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005 (FAO) 58%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 49%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 4%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2006 (WHO) 19%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2006 (WHO) 61

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2006 (WHO) 58%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2005 (WHO) 3%

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

According to the Govt, the human impact of the earthquake has 
been immense: living conditions have deteriorated with major 
problems reported in housing, food security, education and 
productive activities. The situation before the earthquake was 
already precarious with a large number of people living in 
extreme poverty and food insecurity (3.8 million people below 
the poverty line of 1 dollar per day and 5.4 million people 
chronically undernourished). Over 3 million people have been 
affected; 1.7 million people are homeless while 600,000 are 
displaced in the country; 1.3 million people are temporarily 
sheltered and 3 million people countrywide are food insecure. In 
addition, the hurricane season is approaching and it is expected 
to last from June to November.

Refugees and IDPs 2006 2007 2008

Total in the country 1 2 3

Total outside the country 34238 32539 35737

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/10/2009.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2010-05-03 Ouest 1/3

Earthquake 2010-05-03 Ouest 1/3

Flood 2010-02-28 LesCayes 1/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

http://lprapp08.fao.org:8080/fenix-web/fenix/Fenix.html?openProjectDataset=382028260
http://lprapp08.fao.org:8080/fenix-web/fenix/Fenix.html?openProjectDataset=382028260
http://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/index.jsp
http://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/index.jsp
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4a013eb06.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4a013eb06.html
http://www.gdacs.org/
http://www.gdacs.org/
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Vegetation Condition

At the beginning of the crop season, normal vegetation 
conditions are observed throughout the country with some 
concerns for the Centre and the Ouest provinces. The general 
indicator of vegetation condition provided below is the relative 
difference between the NDVI for April 2010 and the average of 
the last 10 years, calculated on the agricultural zones derived 
from the GLOBCOVER land cover database (2005).

Source: JRC MARS â€“ FoodSec

Food Security Situation

The Rapid Assessment on Food Security of the National 
Coordination on Food Security (CNSA) estimated 1.3 million 
food insecure people in the earthquake affected areas. WFP 
food distribution would reach 2.5 to 3 million food insecure in 
the country. In the short term, GIEWS reports widespread lack 
of access; in the long term WFP and IFPRI predict very high 
hunger and alarming hunger.
CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT

Exceptional shortfall 
in aggregate food 
production supplies
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Severe localized 
food insecurity

FAO/GIEWS
CPFS 2010

Current prices for staple foods and transport are relatively low, due 
to improved supply and demand on international markets and 
normal to above-normal winter harvests in Haiti in February and 
March. ...more
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Food Balance Sheet

The 2009 production was estimated at 420,000 tonnes which 
represents a 14% increase from 2008 output. The main 
cropping season for 2010 has started in March.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

To support the agricultural sector the government is planning to 
expand and repair the existing irrigation systems, which are 
currently serving approximately 150,000 hectares of food crops. 
The FAO has distributed seeds and farming tools to 68,000 
beneficiary families in the earthquake zones and more food 
crop and vegetable seeds together with banana plants and yam 
cuttings, is expected to be distributed to farmers in June.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures Support to crop production; Irrigation.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Food/cash transfer; Targeted input 
distribution (FAO).
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