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HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

1. In Namibia, a Flash Appeal for US$ 2.7 million has 
been launched. This appeal includes a CERF 
component of US$ 1,3 million, which has already 
been approved. 

2. In Angola, CERF funding totalling US$ 2,354,123 
has been approved. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

3. Regional: Between 23 and 29 March 2009, the 
northern parts of Angola and Zambia received 
significant rainfall, whilst rainfall diminished over 
southern Africa, as the Intertropical Convergence 
Zone  (ITCZ, the low pressure system that brings 
rains to the region) began its northward migration. 
Tropical cyclone Izilda dissipated over the Mozambique 
Channel.  

4. Most of southern Africa has a higher probability of 
receiving above average rainfall between April and 
June 2009, which may yet cause further localised, 
and perhaps extensive, flooding (see blue shaded 
areas on Map 1). Soil moisture levels are already 
very high, increasing the chances of flooding and 
runoff, due to decreased absorption capacity.  

Map 1: SADC Rainfall Forecast: April – June 2009  

 
SADC DMC. Note: “A” indicates the probability of above-normal  

rainfall, “N” normal and “B” below normal 

5. There is a high probability of precipitation exceeding 
50mm over the next week (30 March – 6 April 2009) 
across the northern parts of Angola, Zambia and  

 

 

Mozambique, as well as over large parts of 
Madagascar (see Map 2). Between 7 and 13 April, it 
is predicted that precipitation will decrease 
significantly over southern Africa, with only the north-
west corner of Angola expected to receive rainfall of 
over 50mm during this period (see Map 3). 

 

Map 2: Probability of 7-day total precipitation exceeding 
50mm, 30 March – 6 April 2009 

 
NOAA CPC 

Map 3: Probability of 7-day total precipitation exceeding 
50mm, 7 – 13 April 2009 

 
NOAA CPC 

6. The Kariba dam (in the Kariba Gorge of the Zambezi 
basin between Zambia and Zimbabwe) is not at full 
capacity and can for the moment retain most of the 
water flowing from upstream. According to the 
Zambia River Authority (ZRA), it is unlikely that the 
flood gates will require opening. Even if the gates of 
the Kariba dam were opened, the Cahora Bassa 
dam (about 200km downstream in north-east 
Mozambique) is at 77 percent capacity, and will be 
able to retain at least part of the flow.  
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7. Angola: An estimated 220,000 people have been 
affected and 30 killed by floods in the provinces of 
Cunene, Kuando Kubango, Moxico, Malange, Bie, 
Huambo and Lunda Sul.  

Table 1: Flooding in Angola: Available Information 

 
Angola UNCT. *Affected includes displaced and those with some loss property or 

livelihood loss.  

 

8. In Cunene Province, 25,000 people have been 
relocated to three camps. As part of the recovery 
strategy, the Government plans to build 2,500 
houses in the area. Ondjiva, the capital of Cunene, 
which normally receives 500-600mm of rainfall a 
year, has already received 922mm in the first quarter 
of 2009. Local agriculture production has been 
severely affected, and 363,500 animals are at risk of 
dying because of the flooding of grazing areas. The 
Government has announced the prolonging of the 
school year as 520 schools have been closed, being 
either destroyed, isolated or currently used as 
shelter. The interruption of classes has affected 
89,000 students in the province.  

9. In Moxico Province, houses were destroyed in the 
municipalities of Luau Luena and Cazombo. 
Lumbala Kaquengue municipality is also badly 
affected by the floods and the community has 
moved to higher ground. In Lunda Sul Province, 
people have been affected in the municipalities of 
Dala, and Saurimo, where the Provincial 
Commission for Civil Protection has provided tents 
to those affected. In the province of Kuando 
Kubango, people have been affected in Menongue, 
Calai, Cuangar, Dirico, Rivungo, Kus and Mavinga. 
Civil Protection can as yet not access Cuangar, 
Dirico and Calai, as the roads have been destroyed 
and the airstrips flooded. The only way to reach 
them is by crossing the river from Namibia by boat. 
Civil Protection has requested the Government of 
Namibia for support in reaching these communities.   

10. In the Province of Bie, people have been affected in 
Kuito municipality. Provincial Civil Protection 
estimates that in addition to the 625 houses 
confirmed destroyed, 700 houses may be destroyed 

in several areas around the province. There is no 
new information regarding Malange Province. 
Similarly, no new information is available regarding 
flooding in Huambo Province, where a concern 
about limited food reserves was previously reported. 

11. WFP will dispatch experts to assess food security 
needs and the possible support requirements of 
Government. WHO has increased epidemiologic 
surveillance in affected communities, and UNFPA 
will provide reproductive health kits to the Civil 
Protection for flood victims. 

12. CERF funding totaling US$ 2,354,123 has been 
disbursed.  UNICEF received CERF funding of US$ 
1,209,100 for securing access to safe water and 
public sanitation, IOM US$ 445,000 for Rapid 
Humanitarian Support to displaced communities 
affected by the floods, and WHO US$ 700,023 to 
support to Health Sector Response to natural 
disaster mitigation related to flood and cholera 
response. The Exxon Mobile Foundation donated 
US$ 75,000 for the flood victims in Cunene. USAID 
will provide funding of US$ 50,000 to Catholic Relief 
Services (CRS) to implement a project to assist flood 
victims. In addition, USAID hired a plane and invited 
CRS, Civil Protection, IOM, UNICEF and Red Cross 
to an assessment mission. USAID has also 
dispatched a disaster management expert and food 
security expert to join the assessment, which was 
led by the Vice-Ambassador of the United States of 
America.  

13. Botswana: The Okavango River in the Ngamiland 
Region of northern Botswana is overflowing, having 
risen from 2.9m to 4.02m (as of 25 March 2009). 
Although water levels have started to decrease, it 
still poses a threat to communities downstream. A 
total of 79 households (437 individuals) have been 
affected in the villages of Mohembo East, Kauwxi, 
Gowa, Xakao, Kajaja, and Sepopa, with 76 
households (433 individuals) evacuated. Some 
government facilities were also affected, including 
two water treatment plants.  

14. Four evacuation camps (in Xakao, Kauwi, Kajaja 
and Sepopa) have been established. Tents, water 
tanks, portable toilets, generators and food baskets 
have been prepositioned by Government, and the 
Red Cross is assisting with shelter and non-food 
items (NFIs). Two commercial food companies have 
also donated food and NFIs.  Assessment, camp 
management and evacuation teams are in place. 
The main challenges have been relocating people to 
these camps, both in terms of logistics and because 
some refuse to be evacuated. 
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15. The District Commissioner of Ngamiland have made 
the following recommendations: the deployment of a 
stand-by water bowser in case the two treatment 
plants collapse, the embankment of roads, the 
establishment of health and security teams, 
encouraging communities to move to higher ground, 
the allocation of a disaster management budget to 
the district, and improvement and coordination of 
information dissemination to Ministries and NGOs to 
avoid duplication of information requests. At present, 
there is no request from Government for 
international assistance. 

16. Namibia: A total of 350,000 people have been 
affected, with 92 deaths and 13,000 displaced. The 
cumulative effect of flooding in both 2008 and 2009, 
in combination with the low levels of resilience, 
appears to have increased the levels of vulnerability, 
especially for the large proportion of the population 
affected by HIV/AIDS. Namibia has one of the 
highest HIV prevalence rates in the world, estimated 
in 2008 at 15.8% of the adult population.  

17. To support and complement the Government in its 
response, the international humanitarian community 
has launched a Flash Appeal for US$ 2.7 million, 
which included a CERF component of US$ 
1,299,825 that has been fully funded. The following 
agencies received CERF funding: WFP (US$ 15,718 
for technical support to Government flood 
emergency food distribution scheme); UNFPA (US$ 
37,450 for strengthening national health emergency 
response); UN-HABITAT (US$ 155,150 for provision 
of emergency shelter for displaced persons); 
UNICEF (US$ 214,000 for strengthening national 
health emergency response, and US$ 320,786 for 
supporting safe water and sanitation); and WHO 
(US$ 556,721 for strengthening national health 
emergency response).  

 
18. Further assessments are ongoing in all the affected 

areas, on the basis of which this initial appeal will be 
revised. A United Nations Disaster Assessment and 
Coordination (UNDAC) and EU Civil Protection team 
(MIC) arrived in the country on Friday 27 March 
2009 and are currently assessing the situation in 
Caprivi, Kavango and the Cuvelai basin.  

19. Government, in collaboration with regional 
authorities, has distributed NFIs, to the six affected 
regions. Government is currently providing food 
assistance and decided to extend its food scheme in 
the affected areas, including the relocation camps, 
beyond the original end date of 31 March 2009. 
There have been some donations from the private 
sector but exact information on quantities is not yet 
available.  

20. UNDP is providing technical assistance to the 
Directorate for Emergency Management within the 
Prime Minister's Office, which is the central 
coordinating unit for disaster management and 
response.  

21. Immediate humanitarian needs include medicines, 
safe drinking water, proper sanitation, shelter 
supplies, food and protection. There is limited NGO 
response capacity in country.  

22. Malawi: Flooding is still underway in Chikwawa 
district, and some areas are inaccessible due to the 
destruction of roads. Thus far, the District 
Commissioner's Office has reported that 1,267 
houses have been destroyed. The Department of 
Disaster Management Affairs (DDMA) is mobilising a 
national team for an assessment and verification 
exercise. The District Agriculture Office has not yet 
calculated figures regarding the amount of crop 
fields destroyed. The DDMA has also received 
reports that in Chiradzulu district, 323 households 
are affected, with 56.9ha of crop fields and several 
roads and bridges destroyed. At present, there is no 
request from Government for international 
assistance. 

23. Mozambique: During 30 March 2009, no rainfall 
was recorded over the main river basins. The 
Zambezi and Púngoè basins continue to record alert 
levels at Caia, Marromeu and Mafambisse,  due to 
water flows from upstream, with a decrease at 
Mafambisse (b. Púngoè) and a slight increase in 
Caia and Marromeu (b. Zambeze). All other basins 
remain below alert level. Reservoirs levels remain 
constant. At present, there is no request from 
Government for international assistance. 

24. For the next 24 hours (1 April 2009), it is expected 
that water levels in the Zambezi and Púngoè will 
remain above the alert level at Mafambisse, Caia 
and Marromeu, whilst other basins will remain below 
alert level. The Cahora Bassa is 76.66% full (as of 
28 March 2009), up from 76.22% on March 27 2009. 
Due to the high volume of flow and strong current of 
water in all watersheds, it is recommended that 
people should avoid crossing rivers.  

25. Madagascar: The BNGRC (Bureau National de 
Gestion des Risques et Catastrophes, National 
Office for Disaster Risk Management) is reporting 
that the livelihoods of 3,376 people have been 
affected in Ambahikily municipality in Morombe 
district after a levy broke and flooded 989ha of rice 
fields. This levy was damaged by cyclone Fanele in 
January 2009, and finally breached during cyclone 
Izilda. Partners are still conducting assessments, 
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under the leadership of the BNGRC, to assess the 
impact on food security of the affected communities. 

26. Zambia: No information is available regarding 
number affected or damage caused by floods. The 
Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU) 
has commissioned a Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee (VAC) assessment to the 15 districts 
where flooding has been reported in the provinces of 
Western, Eastern, North Western, Northern and 
Central. A report will be published early next week (6 
– 10 April 2009). At present, there is no request from 
Government for international assistance. 

Funding 
27. For the latest information regarding funding, please 

visit OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS) at 
http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/. 

END. 
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Head of Information Management Unit (Johannesburg),  
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Information Management Officer (Johannesburg), +27 11 517 1665 
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