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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
The security situation in Equatoria remained volatile with several attacks and cases of abduction by the 
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). On 7 March, a truck belonging to a national NGO called South Sudan 
Community Association (SSCA) was ambushed by the LRA along the Yei–Maridi road, near Tore, 43 miles 
from Yei. During the incident, one SSCA staff member was killed while two others were seriously injured. The 
local authorities confirmed that the LRA has now crossed the Maridi road and UNDSS raised the security 
level for the Yei-Maridi road from phase IV level III to phase IV level IV (red “no go”). On 8 March, there was 
fighting between the Uganda People’s Defence Force (UPDF) and the LRA south of Tore. One LRA 
lieutenant was captured and told the UPDF that he was part of the group which was in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) but had been sent to escort Joseph Kony (the leader of the LRA) to the DRC.  
 
The original LRA group of 280 has reportedly split into several splinter groups thus making it difficult for both 
the UPDF and SPLA to effectively monitor their movements. Local officials also informed that some former 
SPLA soldiers and Equatoria Defence Force combatants have joined forces with the LRA. One local official 
estimated the current LRA strength to number between 2,500 and 3,000.  
 
New displacement in Kajo Keji County 
More than 400 persons (115 households) fled Kirwa village across the Nile to Mondokolok in Lire payam, 
Kajo Keiji County, as a result of an LRA attack. UNHCR participated in an inter-agency assessment with 
Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA), Transcultural Psychosocial Organization (TPO), Sudan Health Association 
(SUHA) and the Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC). The IDPs have been registered by 
SRRC and are being accommodated in the local church and school in Mondikolok. NPA will provide food 
assistance and SUHA will address health issues. TPO is working with the IDPs and liaising with the payam 
administration to see how their needs can be met.  
 
Cross-border meeting to prepare for repatriation from Ethiopia 
UNHCR held a cross-border meeting in Asosa (Ethiopia) on 21 February to discuss the practical modalities 
for the repatriation from Ethiopian refugee camps to Blue Nile State. It was agreed that approximately 4,500 
refugees will be repatriated from Ethiopia to Chali El Fiel village and Penawayu village before the start of the 
rainy season. Those from other villages in Chali will be repatriated after the rainy season. The first 
repatriation movement will take place towards the end of March, starting with one convoy a week and then 
increasing the number to three convoys in April and eventually looking at the possibility of having four to five 
convoys in May. Each convoy will carry 500 refugees. 

UNHCR in Ethiopia has already pre-
positioned non-food items and the 
construction of assembly points in Bonga 
refugee camp is complete. The construction 
of assembly points in Sherkole, Dimma and 
Fugnido refugee camps is in progress. The 
upcoming repatriation will be mainly from 
Bonga camp with the possibility of adding 
some 1,500 Uduk refugees from Sherkole 
camp. Uduk refugees are very keen to go 
home and some have indicated that they 
may return spontaneously if they cannot 
travel in an organized convoy before the 
start of the rainy season. Photo: Sudanese 
Uduk refugees in Bonga camp in Ethiopia. 
UNHCR/A. Imai/Oct. 2005 
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In the meantime, construction of a rub hall at the reception centre in Chali El Fiel in Blue Nile State has been 
completed. The rub hall will house returnees pending completion of the construction of the reception centre. 
GOAL is rehabilitating a hand pump one kilometre away from the reception centre and has identified a 
location for drilling two boreholes for the reception centre near Chali El Fiel.  
 
UNHCR also looked into some of the issues related to return of animals from Ethiopia to Sudan. The 
authorities in Kurmuk advised that they do not have any specific regulations regarding return of animals but 
they referred UNHCR to Church Ecumenical Action in Sudan (CEAS) for advice. CEAS advised that animals 
should be vaccinated in Ethiopia if possible. CEAS also noted that they have evidence that some 
spontaneously returning refugees have had their animals confiscated at the border by Ethiopian officials. 
UNHCR communicated this to colleagues in Ethiopia for follow up. 
 
“Go and see” visit from the DRC 
In preparation for organized repatriation from the DRC, UNHCR organized a two-day visit for refugee 
representatives from Biringi, Ayamba, Ariwara and Ingbokolo in the DRC to Yei and Morobo Counties from 5 
to 6 March. The refugees met with county authorities who assured them that efforts are being undertaken to 
enhance the capacity of areas of return. UNHCR staff also showed the refugees various project sites in Yei 
and Morobo Counties. Meanwhile, the local authorities in the DRC started a sensitization campaign in 
different refugee camps for the upcoming voluntary repatriation. Moving from Biringi to Ingbokolo via Ariwara 
where urban refugees are settling, the authorities called on the refugees to return to Sudan to help their 
country in the development process. Local radio stations in Aru broadcast information on procedures to 
register for voluntary repatriation.  
 
Voluntary repatriation from Egypt 
In preparation for voluntary repatriation of Sudanese refugees and asylum seekers in Egypt, UNHCR Cairo 
held a meeting with Sudan Airways on 6 March to discuss flights to Sudan, procedures, baggage allowances 
and possible charter flights. UNHCR also had a meeting with IOM on 12 March to discuss potential areas of 
cooperation. The first repatriation by air to Juba (via Khartoum) is planned for 29 March. Meanwhile, 
negotiations towards the signature of a tripartite agreement between Egypt, Sudan and UNHCR continue.  
 

Sudanese refugees and asylum seekers registering for repatriation to Sudan in 2006 
Registration Repatriation 

 Status Intended Destination  Month of intended return 

Date Refugees 
Asylum 
Seekers 

South 
Sudan Khartoum 

East 
Sudan Total February March 

Jan 06 2 
 

12 
 

1 
 

11 
 

2 14 13 1 

Feb 06 44 24 56 10 2 68 15 45 

Mar 06 11 3 12 2 0 14 - 14 

Total 57 39 69 23 4 96   
 
Village assessment missions 
 
Blue Nile 
On 2 March, UNHCR visited Belatuma village in Yabus payam, Kurmuk County, which is the central village of 
the cluster. The population of Belatuma consists of IDPs who returned to the area in 1992 from Ethiopia and 
from Nasir as well as Mapan IDPs who came from Upper Nile State in 1999. The Mapan IDPs expressed 
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interest in returning to Upper Nile State. The main protection issues in the village relate to basic services. 
Water supply is limited, the local school is informal and all teachers are volunteers. Moreover, food is scarce 
and the residents have not had any substantial food or agricultural assistance. UNHCR will need to ensure 
assistance before the expected repatriation of refugees from Ethiopia. During the visit, UNHCR also mapped 
out the other villages in the area where refugees are expected to return to in late 2006. 
 
Upper Nile 
From 28 February to 1 March, UNHCR Malakal participated in a helicopter trip to Renk and Tipin/Duweng in 
northern Upper Nile organized by UNMIS. Renk is a major entry point to Upper Nile and many returning IDPs 
from the northern states are passing through, but the local authorities reported that there are no resources to 
track return movements. Tipin/Duweng was evacuated and deserted during the war and was later captured 
by the SPLA. In late 2004, civilians started to return. Recently, a shortage of water caused a new 
displacement. The local NGO Sudan Hope for Development (funded by PACT) is now implementing a water 
project and drilling boreholes. 
 
On 7 March, UNHCR Nasir visited Pandanyang village of Nasir payam. The population is about 3,500 and 
there are 400 households. During 2005 and the first two months of 2006, a total of 500 IDPs and 120 
refugees returned. The team noticed the complete absence of basic services in the village. There are no 
latrines, women fetch water from a muddy marsh and malaria and diarrhoea are very common. Children walk 
to Nasir town for two hours to get to school and the majority do not wear clothes since their parents cannot 
afford it. The village leader said that the immediate needs are food until the next cultivation, seeds before the 
rainy season, fishing tools, cooking utensils, mosquito nets and children’s clothes. 
 
Spontaneous return movements 
 
Blue Nile 
The Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) and SRRC reported that 1,057 IDPs were transported to their 
home villages in Geissan locality in Blue Nile State. The transportation was organized by the Commissioner 
of Geissan and the four return villages were Khoralzahab, Fashali, Goja and Machama. HAC/SRRC claimed 
that 4,000 persons were provided with transport and that 4,000 persons are waiting to return to a village 
called Durkham. UNHCR is still limited in the ability to visit IDP return areas and collect and verify 
information. UNHCR has some lists of villages where returns are reported to have taken place but has not 
yet been able to verify the locations and numbers. At the last Blue Nile State Return Task Force meetings, it 
was agreed that the Government will provide the UN agencies with what information they have about 
spontaneous IDP returns and allow the agencies to undertake assessments. 
 
Upper Nile 
In Malakal, UNHCR, Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) and SRRC registered 1,545 refugee 
and 6,766 IDP returnees since early December 2005. UNHCR confirmed that one of the cases who recently 
approached the office as an Ethiopian asylum seeker is in fact a Sudanese spontaneous returnee from 
Dimma refugee camp (Ethiopia). UNHCR suspects that there may be more similar cases among the 
registered Ethiopian asylum seekers and has set up a plan of action to clarify the situation. A key 
recommendation is that spontaneous returnees are informed of their entitlements so that they do not pose as 
asylum seekers to receive material assistance.  
 
In Nasir, UNHCR registered to date 1,214 returnees (391 households). WFP confirmed that they will provide 
food to the returnees registered by UNHCR and, together with SRRC, started identification of food 
distribution points.   
 
Lakes 
An OCHA reconnaissance mission to Ceuibet County reported up to 3,000 recent returnees in the area. An 
in-depth assessment mission will be organized from Rumbek by OCHA.  
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Central Equatoria 
The Return and Reintegration Working Group in Juba, led by UNHCR, carried out an inter-agency verification 
in the Rokon area, about 49 miles on the Juba-Maridi road, and found that the spontaneous returnees who 
arrived in the area during the previous weeks number 534 households (2,110 individuals). About 75 percent 
of the spontaneous returnees are children and women, while 70 percent of the households are headed by 
women. UNHCR screened the vulnerable groups; the majority consists of lactating and pregnant mothers 
and blind persons. They were provided with mosquito nets and blankets. Following the verification, food and 
non-food items were distributed to the returnees. There are no shelters in the area where the returnees have 
settled – they stay under trees and sleep in the open. There is only one functioning borehole which serves 
both the returnee community and the host population, in all numbering about 6,000 people. Women queue at 
the only water point for 10 to 11 hours at a time; this forces women and young girls to stay overnight around 
the borehole just to have one jerry can of water.  
 

 
The majority of returnees at Rokon are women and children. Photo: UNHCR/P. Butili/Feb 2006 

 
According to SRRC the total number of spontaneous returnees to Kajo Keji County (all five payams) in 
February is 427 households. The majority of returnees interviewed stated that they have come to prepare 
their places before the repatriation starts and have left family members and belongings in Uganda.    
 
Eastern Equatoria 
According to information transmitted by WFP on 2 March, there are about 84 sponaneous returnee 
households recently arrived in Kapoeta town. They are reportedly coming back from Kakuma refugee camp 
in Kenya without any assistance and are in need of support. UNHCR discussed the matter with SRRC and it 
was agreed that UNHCR would visit and interview the returnees.  
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Return of Bor Dinka IDPs from Yei to Bor 
A new group of 272 Dinka Bor arrived in Juba en route to Bor. This group is part of the 7,000 Bor Dinka 
currently in Yei who are returning to their areas of origin in Bor through Juba. Meanwhile, activities to 
increase capacity of the temporary way station in Bor continue. The number of shelter units is being 
increased to 75 to accommodate a total of 1,500 persons and the number of latrines is being doubled. A 
borehole has been dug to provide clean water for the increased returnee population and for the neighbouring 
communities. A local NGO has also begun a hygiene programme, supported by UNHCR, OCHA and 
UNICEF and funded by UNICEF.  
 
Formal establishment of the National Mine Action Authority 
The National Mine Action Authority (NMAA) was officially launched in a high profile ceremony held on 7 
March in Khartoum. With technical and advisory support from the UNDP Sudan Mine Action Capacity 
Development Project (MACDP), the NMAA was established by a presidential decree dated 24 December 
2005 in accordance with the Interim Constitution and Comprehensive Peace Agreement. The NMAA is 
composed of a National Mine Action Committee (NMAC), a General Secretariat of the NMAC, a National 
Mine Action Centre (based in Khartoum) and a Regional Mine Action Centre in South Sudan (based in Juba). 
In addition to a large number of representatives from various government ministries and departments, UN 
agencies, national and international mine action organizations, the private sector and the diplomatic 
community, the launching ceremony was attended and addressed by the President of Sudan, Omer Al-
Bashir, and the First Vice-President of Sudan and President of South Sudan, Salva Kiir. All speakers 
welcomed the establishment of the NMAA and termed it as a milestone in the establishment of the national 
mine action legislative and institutional framework. 
 
Police training in Yirol 
In a follow-up to the community-based protection training in Yirol, the UN Police returned to Yirol to provide 
additional training to police and prison officers in Yirol town. The UN Police will train the officers in community 
policing and will patrol with them in the area from 6 to 11 March.  
 
Community-Based Reintegration Projects 
 
Damazin 

• UNHCR received 6,000 agricultural kits, including 2,000 hoes, 2,000 rakes and 2,000 sickles, to 
distribute to returnees. The items will be transported to Kurmuk/Chali once the road to Kurmuk is 
open. 

Rumbek 
• UNHCR is funding the electrical system of Rumbek hospital with the provision of two generators and 

wiring and has funded the rehabilitation/expansion of the pediatric wing, implemented by Comitato 
Collaborazione Medica (CCM). CCM is supporting the hospital since 1997.  

• UNHCR and the Diocese of Rumbek continued the training in peace education of 50 teachers of the 
Diocese’s school. UNHCR provided peace education material to the teachers.  

Yei 
• The UNHCR Education Officer completed an impact assessment of 2005 education activities for 

UNHCR in Yei, Kajo Keji and Yambio. Overall, in these localities, UNHCR built 26 schools (14 
primary, 12 post-primary), totaling 128 classrooms (93 primary, 35 post-primary). UNHCR provided 
scholastic materials to 99 schools, including 8,815 textbooks. There were 25,000 pupil beneficiaries 
including 3,700 girls who benefited from special measures. UNHCR funded the training of 290 
teachers (39 women and 251 men).  

Kajo Keji 
• On 1 March, UNHCR held a meeting with Danish Refugee Council (DRC) to discuss planned 

reintegration activities in Kajo Keji County. It was agreed that DRC will provide seeds and tools for 
agricultural activities. UNHCR would also be interested in seeing DRC develop projects for school 
garden activities that could be extended to family homestead gardens to enhance nutrition. 
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• UNHCR also met with Community Habitat Fund (CHF). The agency will provide assistance to the 
most vulnerable people in Kajo Keji County, be they returnees or residents. The assistance will 
include construction of shelters for the most vulnerable households.  

• Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) is conducting the promotion of sanitation and hygiene in schools to 
prevent a possible outbreak of cholera.  

 
Sustainable livelihoods programme 
From 22 to 27 February, the UNHCR livelihoods consultant and his FAO counterpart visited field teams in 
Yei, Yambio and Padak to assess progress. Currently, the programme focuses on the formation and 
mobilization of boma development committees and their subsequent engagement in an interactive planning 
process. The process involves joint analysis to generate information on the status of the natural, physical, 
social, financial and human capital assets of the area and formulate action plans to address pressing 
livelihood needs. The process is also designed to assess the needs and impact of returnees and IDPs on 
community resources and to formulate appropriate responses. This phase is expected to be completed in 
about 12 bomas by April and will culminate in the production of boma development plans.  
 
During the mission to Padak, the UNHCR consultant met the field team led by Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS), composed of six Sudanese nationals. The programme selected Baidit payam as the point of entry in 
South Bor County. Baidit payam consists of five bomas and each boma consists of three to five villages. 
Work began on 13 February when the team met with the Acting Commissioner for South Bor County together 
with other county officials to brief them on the programme and planned activities. The officials pledged their 
support to the programme. In the meetings with the field team, it was noted that, although they had a good 
grasp of the underlying principles of the programme and the objectives of this phase, they were uncertain as 
to how to structure the working sessions with the boma development committee to arrive at a boma 
development plan. Over the next three days, the UNHCR consultant worked with the team to develop the first 
six stages of the process. This was subsequently reviewed by FAO and approved for adoption in the other 
pilot areas. The UNHCR consultant has now been assigned the task of developing the process and 
introducing it in Yei and Yambio during the course of the next two weeks.   
 
International Women’s Day 
In collaboration with the authorities, women’s and youth groups, other UN agencies and NGOs, UNHCR 
organized activities in Kajo Keji, Kapoeta, Rumbek and Yei to mark International Women’s Day on 8 March. 
The activities included speeches, marches, dramas, songs and dances. In Kapoeta, the programme included 
discussion groups on women and health, women and education, women and development, women and the 
peace process and women in leadership. In Yei, the women’s association scholarship fund drive was 
launched on the day.  
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 3 March 2006 
Requirements for South Sudan/countries of asylum: US$ 63,203,279 
2006 Contributions: US$ 8,629,773* 
*This amount represents an allocation from the UN Common Humanitarian Fund. 
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EEEAAASSSTTT   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
The general situation in east Sudan is relatively calm but unpredictable. The conflict in Hamesh Koreib in 
Kassala State continues to be unresolved and the environment along the border with Eritrea and Ethiopia 
remains volatile. In addition, it is expected that the possible deployment of UN peacekeeping forces in Darfur 
will have a significant effect on the political situation in east Sudan in the coming weeks.  
 
New arrivals 
The current number of asylum-seekers staying in Wad Sherifey reception centre is 212 persons. Of these, 
110 are awaiting the refugee status determination interview and 44 are awaiting transfer to Kilo 26 refugee 
camp. The three Ethiopians mentioned in the previous report have been granted refugee status. Two cases 
(Ethiopian and Eritrean), rejected on credibility grounds, are in appeal. Two newly-arrived Ethiopians 
presented themselves as Eritrean asylum-seekers, claiming fear to be refused admission into Sudan 
because of their Ethiopian nationality. Notwithstanding, both were registered for refugee status 
determination.  
 
Among the new arrivals from Eritrea on 7 March, ten were unaccompanied minors. They claim that senior 
school boys in Eritrea are now also being subjected to conscription for military service.  
 
Ethiopians in closed camps 
During the latest visit by UNHCR staff to Um Gulja closed camp on 7 March, some Ethiopians complained 
that they are being forced by newly relocated Sudanese individuals to vacate the land. In a separate meeting, 
the Sudanese in the area said that the Gedaref authorities who relocated them to Um Gulja had told them 
that the entire area, including the one currently occupied by the Ethiopians, would be given to them.  
 
The Ethiopians reported that 12 persons (one minor among them) were deported to Ethiopia as a result of 
positive HIV/AIDS blood test results. UNHCR raised the issue with the Gedaref State Wali’s consultant on 
refugee issues, who confirmed that he was not aware of the situation. He suggested that UNHCR bring up 
this issue formally so that he can pursue the matter with the local authorities in Gedaref. 
 
UNHCR also visited the Ethiopians in Abu Rakham closed camp. Their leaders confirmed that all the 37 
families wish to relocate to Um Gargour refugee camp. They requested UNHCR to arrange the relocation as 
soon as possible due to lack of basic services in the camp. It is strongly believed, however, that the real 
motive behind relocation is resettlement. 
 
Resettlement   
The second batch of the 16 families to be resettled in Australia left on 7 March to Khartoum. The remaining 
group will depart on 21 March. Most of the six families from Um Gulja interviewed in Khartoum by the 
Canadian Government have returned to the camp last week. It was reported that all were advised to go for 
medical examination as part of the procedure before they can be cleared for departure.  
 
Workshop to meet refugees’ needs 
On 6 March, UNHCR, NGOs, COR and the refugee representatives from most of the camps held a workshop 
in Um Gargour to address the refugees’ problems and identify solutions.  
 
International Women’s Day  
International Women’s Day committees comprised of female home visitors, teachers, women refugees and 
youth and elder’s committee members were established in all the 12 refugee camps. Committees in each 
camp organized activities to commemorate the day on 8 March, which included 1) awareness-raising on the 
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importance of girls’ education, HIV/AIDS, reproductive health, harmful traditional practices and environmental 
issues by the trained peer-educators; 2) school activities such as cultural and sport activities; and 3) 
exhibitions of handicrafts and dried food prepared by women.   
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 3 March 2006 
Requirements for East Sudan/Khartoum: US$ 13,045,950 
2006 Contributions: US$ 2,650,000* 
*Of this amount, US$ 700,000 represents an allocation from the UN Common Humanitarian Fund. 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 
Security 
The overall situation in West Darfur remains relatively unchanged, but there have been some positive 
developments, including the decision to re-open Suleah and Kulbus for air access and to assess roads 
leading to the northern areas. Some agencies are recommending a review of the security levels and staffing 
ceilings that have resulted in seriously reduced operational access to many areas in West Darfur.  
 
During the reporting period, the UN Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS) undertook two assessment 
visits to Jebel Marra. UNDSS confirmed AU reports of destruction in Golo, including the looting of 
international NGO premises. Golo town continues to be under Government control and only a handful of 
civilians remain. In Rokero, there is a greater presence of civilians. UNDSS also confirmed the presence of 
large numbers of recently displaced persons in need of humanitarian assistance in areas close to Golo 
controlled by the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA). Both Golo and Rokero are effectively surrounded by SLA 
positions and checkpoints/road blockages have been established, preventing the movement of vehicles. The 
SLA claims that these are only intended to preclude military movement and could be removed to facilitate the 
delivery of humanitarian assistance.  
 
Contrary to the recent past, several parts of South Darfur remained calm during the period under review; 
however, some incidents in Nyala caused tension. On 4 March, a Shartai (Fur tribe leader) was killed at his 
residence by apparently five unknown men dressed in military uniform. Around 500 of the Shartai’s tribesmen 
demonstrated in protest and presented a letter to the Wali in Nyala. There is considerable concern that the 
incident could lead to chaos in the town if it is confirmed that militia killed the Shartai.  
 
On 4 March there was also another demonstration in Nyala to oppose the deployment of UN peacekeeping 
forces. The demonstration was peaceful.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Meeting with rebel movements in Abuja 
The AU reported that the Special Representative of the Chairperson of the AU Commission in Sudan, 
Ambassador Baba Gana Kingibe, held separate meetings in Abuja with the Sudanese rebel movements to 
elicit their views on the proposed transition to a UN force in Darfur. Ambassador Kingibe explained that the 
UN, which is already coordinating humanitarian activities in Darfur, would also take over security aspects, 
while political responsibility, including the Abuja peace process and implementation of an eventual peace 
agreement, would remain with the AU. The rebel movements took note of the proposal and indicated that the 
conclusions of their decision-making organs would be conveyed to the AU Commission in due course. 
 
Arrivals in Habila 
UNHCR noticed an influx of a small group of Chadians and returning Sudanese families entering the Habila 
area due to the deteriorating security situation caused by militia on the Chadian side of the border in Hemida, 
Modina, Emjemina and Gadida villages. The majority of the arrivals are of African tribes (Dajo, Brogo and 
one Tama family). The total number of new arrivals from January to early March is 119 households (505 
individuals). Of these, 110 households (467 individuals) are Chadian refugees, while nine households (38 
individuals) are Sudanese returnees from Chad. The situation of these arrivals appears to be very poor. They 
are living in the open and all their food and belongings appear to have been looted on their way to Habila.  
 
Arrivals in Gelu  
A delegation from the Commissioner for Refugees (COR) in Khartoum visited El Geneina to liaise with local 
authorities and identify sites for potential relocation further inland of Chadian refugees recently arrived in the 
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Gelu area and currently settled too close to the border. CRS sent five teams for non-food item distribution. 
CAM set up a clinic and a mobile clinic is established to meet the increasing medical needs. 
 
El Geneina camps 
UNHCR is continuing to liaise with camp coordinators in each of the IDP camps around El Geneina and the 
AU CivPol on a daily basis as well as through the running of a weekly camp security meeting. Security and 
protection information is shared and strategies developed to meet the critical protection needs of IDPs inside 
and outside the camps.  
 
UNHCR has been liaising with the police and the AU CivPol to address the enforcement of an alcohol ban in 
Riyad camp. The production and consumption of alcohol in Riyad is blamed for attracting many armed 
elements into the camp and has led to frequent violent attacks on IDPs.  
 
Last week, UNHCR carried out a scouting patrol with the AU Force Protection to identify sites of firewood 
collection for IDPs from Ardamata, Krinding and Dorti and organize a time table for the AU to carry out 
consistent, strategic patrolling of these areas. UNHCR is also coordinating with the police, AU CivPol and 
Terre des Hommes (the camp coordinator) regarding the new police station in Ardamata camp which, it is 
hoped, will lead to a reduction in security incidents in the area. 
 

 
Krinding camp near El Geneina. Photo: UNHCR/ H. Caux/Aug. 2005 

 
Zalingei camps 
IDPs in the camps around Zalingei continue to resist the proposal that the AU CivPol recommence 24-hour 
patrolling accompanied by the government police.  
 
UNHCR undertook a mission to Nertiti for further follow up on the recent spate of harassment and 
intimidation of IDPs at the hands of military manning the checkpoints close to the camps. Despite 
acknowledgement of the problem by the Military Commander and assurances that he would take steps to 
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instill greater discipline amongst his men, the mission was this time informed that no incidents were reported 
and that if they had been the police would have dealt with them. 
 
International Women’s Day 
To commemorate International Women’s Day, the community of Mukjar was mobilized to actively participate 
in preparations of the celebrations. Activities such as football matches between the community, the 
government police and the AU as well as poems, songs and traditional dances were organized for the day. 
UNHCR Mukjar also organized a workshop on gender-based violence. Sixty people attended (28 women and 
32 men), including teachers, community members, sheikhs and NGO staff. In Zalengei, the women’s union 
apparently submitted a complaint alleging that international organizations had blocked their plans to hold 
events together with the IDPs. After a number of meetings with the Commissioner, HAC, National Security 
and the women’s union it was agreed that small-scale events in the camps could proceed provided that care 
would be taken to ensure that the Sheiks would not try to use the occasion to pursue political ends.    
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 3 March 2006 
Revised requirements for Darfur: US$ 18,536,425 
2006 Contributions: US$ 3,405,204* 
*Of this amount, US$ 2,025,000 represents an allocation from the UN Common Humanitarian Fund. 
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CCCHHHAAADDD 
 
Security 
After a three-week period of relative calm, banditry acts targeting humanitarian actors have resumed. During 
the reporting period, five armed men snatched an MSF-Luxembourg (MSF-L) vehicle from the NGO’s 
premises in Iriba and reportedly took it to Sudan. There have also been two cases of shooting at 
humanitarian vehicles driving past the prison of Abéché on 26 February and on 1 March. At Mata, a location 
between Abéché and Am Zoer on the road to Guereda, people in uniform stopped an International Medical 
Corps (IMC) vehicle and took off with the vehicle’s spare tyre. At Guereda, two drunken soldiers tried to force 
entry into the WFP compound but were stopped by the guards. They then harassed a WFP driver and an 
IMC staff member found on their way back. In view of these acts, MSF-L and CARE have decided to 
suspend their activities in the areas.  
 
On 25 February, a fire broke out and destroyed two zones in Goz Amir refugee camp, leaving one child dead, 
several persons burned and traumatised and 92 people without shelter. 
 
Several Generals deserted the Chadian National Army and joined rebel groups with many other soldiers, 
military vehicles and ammunitions.  
 
EASTERN CHAD 
 
New arrivals 
UNHCR Farchana continues to register new arrivals at Gaga refugee camp where refugees now number 
more than 5,000, with 1,771 arriving in February alone. Most come from IDP camps in Sudan while others 
come from the border area. The registration exercise is becoming overwhelming and, at the same time, 
CNAR (the national refugee authority) registration agents are raising the issue of unpaid salaries. 
Negotiations with CNAR representation at N’Djamena level have taken place to resolve the matter. 
 
Trends in refugee movements 
Recent analyses of refugee movements reveal two trends: movement from Sudan to Chad tends to be via 
the area south of Adré while the reverse movement is from north of Adré. New arrivals come from Masteri, 
Hassa, Terbeba and Khanga in Sudan and cross to Kado, Goungour and Katarfa, sometimes followed by 
horse-backed armed men in military uniform whom they call janjaweed. 
 
Border monitoring 
Reports have been received of persons who have spontaneously established camps in the Gelu area north-
west of El Geneina in Sudan. These persons are allegedly claiming to be fleeing from Chad. UNHCR staff in 
El Geneina are investigating the matter together with WFP and COR. Preliminary findings indicate that these 
persons, the majority of whom are women and children, arrive at a rate of 10 to 15 persons a day. They are 
evasive about the whereabouts of men aged 17–50. It is suspected that men are at rebel training camps in 
the area and that the “refugee camps” at Gelu serve as a retreat space for fighters, the implication being that 
assistance provided there may end up being used in support of such fighters. 
 
Registration 
The regularization exercise at Oure Cassoni camp continued. “Regularization” refers to in-depth interviews of 
cases that remained pending from a previous registration exercise, ending in acceptance or rejection. A total 
of 1,612 persons (843 families) were regularized. The exercise has been momentarily interrupted due to a 
strike by CNAR registration agents. 
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Camp security 
Following recommendations from negotiations with refugees in the wake of the freezing of humanitarian 
activities in the camp of Oure Cassoni last December and January, a training was organized for gendarmes 
in charge of camp security on 25 February. Seventeen gendarmes participated. The training looked into 
issues concerning general principles of international protection, the rights and obligations of refugees, 
patrolling in and around camps, gendarmerie intervention in the camp, procedures for referral to the Bahai 
brigade and drafting of statements. 
 
Assistance to local populations 
Projects benefiting the local populations in the refugee-hosting areas for 2006 have taken off, starting with 
work on a school for the local community in Djoroko, Departement d’Assoungha (currently 60 percent 
completed). 
 
Visit by Assistant High Commissioner for Operations 
UNHCR’s Assistant High Commissioner for Operations, Judy Cheng-Hopkins, travelled to eastern Chad from 
27 February to 1 March. She met with Government officials, including the Prime Minister, Pascal Yoadimadji, 
the External Affairs and African Integration Minister, Ahmat Allam-Mi, and the Territorial Administration 
Minister, Mahamat Ali Abdallah Nassour, with whom she discussed issues related to refugees from Sudan 
and the Central African Republic (CAR) in Chad. Ms. Judy Cheng-Hopkins also met with representatives of 
UN agencies and with the diplomatic corps. She visited the UNHCR offices in Bahai and Farchana and 
toured the refugee camps of Oure Cassoni, Farchana and Gaga. She held discussions with the local 
authorities, including the Governor of Ouaddai, implementing partners, refugees and UNHCR staff. She 
listened to analyses of the refugee predicament in eastern Chad and spoke of the need to think of realistic 
solutions to the problems at hand in the context of UNHCR’s current financial constraints. She sympathised 
with all stakeholders, reassuring local authorities of UNHCR’s willingness to assist local populations in 
refugee-hosting areas. She nevertheless pointed out that investments in favour of the local communities will 
have to be in compliance with donors and auditors’ requirements.  
 
Visit by BPRM representative 
A representative of the US Bureau for Population, Refugees and Migration (BPRM), Neil Ahlstein, visited 
eastern Chad from 15 to 27 February on a regular follow-up mission of projects funded by his office. He 
travelled to Bahai, Iriba, Guereda and Fanchana.  
 
Activities for the youth  
Refugee Education Trust (RET) visited the UNHCR offices in Farchana and Goz Beida. They met with local 
authorities and with youngsters who have been trained as peer facilitators (eight in Farchana and 14 in Goz 
Beida). The discussions focused on the needs of the 152 youths who have enrolled for life skills training and 
recreational activities. They have requested secondary education and language courses, particularly English.  
 
Protection meeting  
The first UNHCR protection meeting for the whole of Chad for 2006 was held in N’Djamena from 14 to 17 
February. Topics discussed included protection objectives for 2006, the annual protection report, internal 
regulations of camps, sexual and gender-based violence issues and refugee community patrollers, the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on camp security, the MOU on unaccompanied and separated 
children, CNAR, registration and taxation.  
 
SOUTHERN CHAD 
 
New arrivals from CAR 
Since January, more than 4,000 new refugees have crossed the border into Chad, fleeing instability in 
northern CAR. Last week, approximately 1,043 new arrivals were reported in the Bekan area. An exploratory 
mission will travel to the area to verify their presence.  
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A total of 2,029 new arrivals in the villages near the border with CAR are awaiting transfer to Amboko and 
Gondjé.  
 
Statistics 
The current number of refugees at the sites is as follows:  
 
Amboko settlement 
Old caseload: 13,826       
New refugees (at the extension of the site): 8,510   
New refugees (in 2006): 782 
Total refugee population: 23,118 
 
Gondjé site 
New refugees: 5,675 
Total refugee population: 28,793 
 
Activities at the sites 
Acute respiratory infections, diarrhea and malaria remain the most frequently diagnosed pathologies among 
refugees at Amboko and Gondjé. The integration of health activities in favor of refugees in the government 
structures is underway. The capacity of the Gore hospital will be reinforced with the provision of medicines in 
the coming days. 
 
The water ratio stands at 17 litres per person per day at Amboko and 18 litres per person per day at Gondjé. 
A total of 128 latrines are currently operational at Gondjé, with 100 more expected to be ready shortly. In the 
meantime, spraying and rehabilitation of old latrines at Amboko extension are underway. Soap has been 
distributed to the new refugees arriving at Gondjé, followed by hygiene promotion campaigns.   
 
Income generating activities and home gardening are ongoing. In order to prepare for the forthcoming 
agricultural campaign, 50 individuals who will produce seeds were identified and provided with agricultural 
tools. In addition, Africare ordered 50 carts and bulls to help refugees cultivate their fields. Use of the carts 
and bulls will be free of charge for new refugees; old caseload refugees will pay a small amount of money. 
Discussions held with the authorities for the allotment of additional land for agricultural activities at Gondjé 
were fruitful. 
 
Visit by Assistant High Commissioner for Operations 
In addition to visiting eastern Chad, the Assistant High Commissioner for Operations also traveled to the 
southern part of the country. She visited Amboko and Gondjé refugee sites as well as the border with CAR 
where newly arrived refugees are awaiting transfer to the sites.  
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 3 March 2006 
Requirements for Chad: US$ 74,337,462 
2006 Contributions: US$  23,301,822 
 
 
 
 


