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It happened long ago, 
that there were three 

travellers. They came from 
diff erent parts and so they 
were travelling diff erent 
roads. They walked along 
their roads until they came 
to the place where the roads 
joined. That is where they 
met each other. It was late. 
The sun sat on the edge of 

the sky, at that place where it meets the edge of 
the land. They decided this was the place where 
they should sleep out the night. When the night 
was again the day they would walk again. These 
men were hungry. They had not eaten for a long 
while. They hunted. They killed a good impala. It 
was fi ne and fat. They built a fi re. 

The Traveller whose name was DOGMATiC
said he would cook the deer. 

How will he cook it?
I will take out the entrails.
I will pull off  the skin. I will run a stick through 

it like a spear. I will roast it over the coals.
No that is not the way said traveller whose 

name was PREJUDICE..

How will he cook it?
I will take out the entrails and I will pull off  the 

skin. I will dig a hole and fi ll it with fi re. I will wrap 
the buck in leaves of the banana tree. I will put 
it on the fi re and fi ll the hole. Later I will dig it up 
and eat it.

No that is not the way said  the third Traveller 
– whose name NOBLE ORIGIN compensated for 
his diminutive fi gure..

How will he cook it?
I will take out the entrails  and cut off  the 

head but I will not pull off  the skin. I will put the 

animal in the fi re and cover it with coals. When it 
is ready I will eat it.

Which traveller was right? Which was the way 
to cook the meat?

They could not decide. So they cut the animal 
into three parts. The fi rst traveller DOGMATiC 
speared his meat and roasted it over the fi re. The 
second traveller PREJUDICE wrapped his meat in 
banana leaves an cooked it in a hole. The third 
third traveller NOBLE ORGIN put his meat in 
the fi re and covered it with coals. He cooked it. 
Soon enough the meat was cooked. Then these 
men were eating their meat. They were not 
afraid. They ate a piece of each others meat. It 
was not as good as the meat they had cooked 
themselves. But it was good enough and they 
enjoyed it. They ate all of the meat.

What have we learned from this story? Listen 
and I will tell you. 

The ways of other may seem strange  
.Dogmatic Prejudice, and Noble Origin all held 
pre conceived views on how to cook the meat. 
Each of them believed his method was best and 
saw reality and purity in what he perceived to 
be the best method of cooking the meat of the 
Animal they hunted together.

They ate a piece of each others meat. It was 
not as good as the meat they had cooked 
themselves, they thought yet they ate all of the 
meat.  

Learn the ways of other people. It is the way 
you will understand them.

(Adopted from a folk tale from the ‘The 
Quivering Spear’- south African Legends and 
Fables by Thomas A.Nevin1996 published by 
QS partners, Johannesburg, S.A.)  
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Education is recognized 
the world over as a 
means of achieving 
wider social and 

economic objectives. Modern 
education systems are designed 
in such a way as to facilitate 
the achievement of such wider 
objectives.  On the one hand, 
we provide  youngsters with a 
basic education that enables 
them to fi t into a society that 
is based on modern ideas and 
values so that they eventually 
become active citizens of a 
modern state. It is also in the 
context of general education that 
some of the traditional divisions 
in society are relegated to the 
background making it possible 
for young members of society 
to forge bonds that transcend 
their primordial identities.

On the other hand, education is also widely 
accepted in modern societies as a means of 
imparting knowledge and skills that are vital 
for social and economic development. Such 
knowledge and skills can range from very 
basic social skills to sophisticated scientifi c 
knowledge needed to address complex 
problems at diff erent levels in diverse spheres. 

 
In order for the education system to play the 

two vital functions mentioned above, education 
planners and policy makers have to develop and 

manage educational institutions 
on a rational basis. In other words, 
they have to ask the question 
whether our institutions are 
operating in such a way as to help 
us to achieve these objectives. 
This question pertains to both 
the education system as a whole 
as well as to its constituent 
parts at diff erent levels. 

When the education system 
does not function in a desirable 
manner it gives rise to various 
problems that have implications 
beyond the education system. 
This does not mean that the 
problems emanating from 
the education system can be 
dealt within the confi nes of 
the education system itself.  

When we examine the 
country’s education system 

today, it is doubtful whether it fulfi lls the 
expectations in many of the areas mentioned 
earlier. The dominant tendency within the 
system continues to be to provide educational 
certifi cates to youth. Overwhelming pre-
occupation is with examinations at the expense 
of skill development and citizenship education. 

The result is that many students continue 
to move up the educational ladder without 
necessarily acquiring the diverse skills 
mentioned above. For instance, the ability to 

Siri  Hettige
DEVELOPMENT

Professor of Sociology University of Colombo

As a result, most 
of the educated 

youth in the 
country became 

monolingual. This 
was particularly so 
at lower levels of 

the social hierarchy 
where children had 

no opportunities 
to learn English 

outside the 
education system.
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use a language in an eff ective manner is not 
always found among those who have reached 
higher levels of educational attainment. 

It is also common knowledge that many 
educated youth do not have much needed 
social skills. These skills are required in our 
daily lives whether at a work place or in a 
community setting or even in a household.  
Inter-personal communication, leadership and 
negotiating skills, public relations, decision 
making skills etc. come to our mind in this 
regard. There are also more specifi c skills 
that are needed in many work situations. 

Even a manual labourer working in the 
construction sector can benefi t from the 
kind of training he or she has received 
from a general education, provided that 
the school system is equipped with the 
resources needed to provide the desired skills.  

As regards citizenship, the general education 
system should provide opportunities for 
children and youth to interact, exchange ideas 
and learn about each other across primordial 
divisions of caste, religion and ethnicity. On 
the other hand, this could happen only when 
there is a common language of communication. 
Many people used English as a link language 
in the past. Those who were upwardly mobile 
then had to learn English in order to get 

into newly established bureaucracies and 
modern professions such as law and medicine. 

The repeal of English as the offi  cial language 
and the introduction of swabhasha education 
in schools and universities after independence 
resulted in a gradual abandoning of English 
as a second language. As a result, most of 
the educated youth in the country became 
monolingual. This was particularly so at lower 
levels of the social hierarchy where children 
had no opportunities to learn English outside 
the education system. The general education 
system became segregated on ethno-linguistic 
lines. This situation prevented children and 
youth belonging to diff erent ethno-linguistic 
communities from interacting across community 
boundaries. While they continued to form their 
own separate identities, little or no opportunities 
were available for inter-cultural learning and the 
formation of a broader national identity, a pre-
condition for national integration. The country’s 
ethnic problem has become almost intractable at 
least partly due to the wide gap between ethnic 
communities created by the language barrier. 

Swabasha education was introduced with 
good intentions. Learning in the mother tongue 
was widely accepted as the most desirable option 
for children in the formative years. Learning 
in a foreign language can lead to alienation of 
children from their own culture, society and 

Access to information 
and knowledge available 
on the internet depends 
largely on language 
skills. Have we been able 
to equip our younger 
generation with such 
language skills?

In the fable the tortoise wins In real life the hare wins



history. Yet, the educationists at the time felt that 
it was necessary to translate material available in 
other languages into local languages. Hence, the 
decision to establish the Educational Publications 
Department under the Ministry of Education. 

Though some important publications 
were translated into local languages 
in the initial years, not more than 
a fraction of the vast body of 
literature became available in 
local languages. The situation 
has become worse in recent 
years due to the fact that 
the translation of books into 
Sinhala and Tamil became 
almost impossible for want 
of competent translators and 
fi nancial resources. Today, 
most of the books available 
in our university libraries 
are in English but most of our 
students can hardly read them!

If the students cannot read the books 
available in the libraries, how can they acquire 
new knowledge? The inability to use a second 
language is a major handicap for most students 
in schools as well as in the universities. The 
knowledge of a second language among the 
country’s youth is so low that even many English 
teachers are not competent to teach the language. 
Unable to read original texts, most students are 
almost totally dependent on rote learning and 
a few publications available in local languages. 
How can such students excel in their studies and 
reach a high level of academic achievement?

We are living at a time when economic and 
social development in the country demands 
highly competent professionals and skilled 
human resources. The fast expanding service 

industries and technology based production 
requires people with the ability to learn new skills 
rapidly. Access to information and knowledge 
available on the internet depends largely on 
language skills. Have we been able to equip our 

younger generation with such language 
skills? In spite of repeated appeals, 

I made to authorities, to address 
this issue without further delay, 

our leaders and educational 
authorities continue to be silent 
on the issue. While it is urgent 
to develop and implement an 
eff ective national action plan 
with the support of donors and 
others, the authorities seem 
to be preoccupied with trivial 
procedural issues like school 
admissions and distribution of 

computers to schools, both of 
which can he easily delegated 

to offi  cials in the ministry.   

People in this country remember 
some of the past leaders who had a vision 

and the capacity to address critical issues. 
Others have just come and gone. The country’s 
education system is beset with a number of 
serious structural problems. The language 
issue is one. Another is the ‘persisting diploma 
disease’ that prevents children from acquiring 
much needed skills and basic competencies. 

These problems have far reaching 
consequences beyond the education 
system. It is unfortunate that we do not have 
leaders in the country who are capable of 
comprehending the complexity of the issues 
and the need to resolve them in a reasonable 
manner, within a reasonable period of time.    

People in 
this country 

remember some 
of the past 

leaders who 
had a vision and 
the capacity to 
address critical 
issues. Others 

have just come 
and gone
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1. Introduction
This briefi ng note analyses some 

of   the issues related to the recent rise 
in rice prices and consequent policy 
responses. Questions posed here are: 

• Were the recent increases in the 
price was a permanent or temporary 
phenomenon?

• Why was the rice price unusually 
high since January 2008?

• Was the rice crisis market driven 
or policy driven?

• What are the economic 
consequences of rice price control?

• Are there alternative policy 
responses that the government might 
have contemplated?    

2. Recent Trends in Rice Prices
Rice prices in Sri Lanka rose rapidly in 

January 2008, a trend that originated in 
mid-2007. 

Sri Lanka has never experienced such 
rapid increase of rice prices in the past 
few decades.  

The rice prices followed an interesting 
pattern over the years before 2008. 
Cyclical pattern of movement in rice 
prices implies that seasonal variations in 
rice prices dominated their time paths. 

Prices of each kind of rice followed its 
own seasonal variation, which have 
almost been the same every year.

Before January 2008, seasonal 
variation was such that rice prices 
started to rise in September in each year 
and reached a maximum in January and 
then experienced a declining trend. 
Prices of rice start to rise with the end 
of the Yala harvesting season. Since 
production in Yala is relatively low,the 
price decline is small and lasts for a brief 
period.

With the knowledge of supply 
shortages in the future, rice prices start 
to pick up thereafter. What this implies 
is that proper import policies should 
have been put in place to smoothen 
the demand in rice during periods of 
domestic supply shortfalls. 

3. Roots of the Rice Crisis
Was there a rice shortage or scarcity? 

If so what was the source?
According to the government 

07

An Indepth Analysis
Soaring Rice Prices: The price of 

Samba rice rose by 78% from 
Rs 46 per kg in December 2007 
to Rs 82 per kg in January 2008. 

At the beginning of 2007, the 
price of Samba rice was Rs 44 

per kg. The price of Kekulu rice 
also rose by 67.5% to Rs 67 in 

January 2008 from Rs 40 per kg 
in December 2007. In January 
2007, the price of Kekulu rice 

was Rs 36 per kg. Similarly, price 
of Nadu rice also rose by 67% 

in January 2008 from about Rs 
40 in December 2007 to Rs 67 in 
January 2008. At the beginning 
of 2007, the price of Nadu rice 

was about Rs 35 per kg

Rice Price Controls

Dr. OG Dayaratna-Banda, 
Dr. JMA Jayawickrama, 
Dr.MB Ranathilaka
Department of Economics & Statistics
University of Peradeniya



statements one of the reasons for high 
rice prices is the loss of production due 
to fl oods in the last Maha harvesting 
season. However, our research fi ndings 
indicate that soaring prices in January 
2008 was not sudden but had a trend 
pattern since mid 2007.

The Central Bank of Sri Lanka predicted 
that the paddy output is likely to decline 
by about 3.9 % in the year 2008 due to 
various reasons (Central Bank of Sri 
Lanka 2007). By looking at total annual 
production fi gures, one may realize that 
paddy output in 2007 declined only 
by 6.4% compared to the total output 
in 2006. Per capita paddy production 
declined by 7% in 2007 compared to 
its previous year’s fi gure. However, this 
drop in paddy production could not be 
a serious cause for recent high prices of 
rice. Since year 2000, paddy production 
in Sri Lanka has experienced severe 
fl uctuations: large drops in some and 
large booms in other years. However, 
Sri Lanka has never before experienced 
such drastic price increases such as 
the one the country is experiencing at 
present. In the face of fl uctuations in rice 
production people might have changed 

their consumption to imported rice or 
wheat fl our. 

Total rice availability in the economy 
comprise of domestic production and 
imports. While the average per capita 
rice availability has been about 106 
kg over the period 2000-2008 the per 
capita consumption was about 102 kg. 

Domestic production plus imported 
rice suffi  ced to meet the demand in 
the country prior to January 2008. 
But when the government imposed 
various restrictions on rice and wheat 
import, a shortage emerged.  

Rice and Middlepersons
Speculative behaviour (holding of 

undisclosed paddy or rice stocks)in 
the rice and paddy markets may have 
contributed to high prices to some 
extent, the eff ect could not last long 
as it is not fi nancially viable to have 
rice or paddy stocks for a long time 
because of increasing cost of storing 
in terms of waste and loss of weight. 
In addition, hoarders normally sell their 
stocks when the prices rise above the 
average.     

Speculative behaviour in the paddy 
and rice markets was evident since price 
controls were removed in the late 1970s.  
If producers (or middlemen) perceive 
that rice prices may increase in the 
future they would withhold stocks. This 
is likely to create temporary shortfalls. 

There are no specifi c reasons to believe 
that speculators behaved diff erently 
during the last fi ve months. 

Hoarding of rice because of 
speculations of future price increases 
would tend to raise prices. 

However, the fact of the matter is that 
rice prices rose very rapidly until the 
government introduced price ceilings. 
If there were speculative stocks with 
the producers and middlepersons, they 
should have sold those stocks when 
prices were very high. It is naïve to think 
that producers and middlepersons 
would have kept stocks while rice prices 
have been soaring in the market. 

There are anticompetitive activities 
in the rice import market which include 
creating artifi cial supply shortages by 
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not importing enough rice at the right 
time and collusive dealings to raise 
prices. It is also possible that collusive 
dealings exist between importers and 
domestic rice dealers. Higher prices 
created by artifi cial shortages as a result 
of anticompetitive activities cannot be 
eliminated by imposing price ceilings. 
They could have been eliminated by 
using competition laws, which prevent 
anticompetitive activities in paddy and 
rice markets. 

The Impact of Rice and Wheat 
Import Policy 

Sri Lanka failed to import suffi  cient 
amounts of rice to meet the demand 
due mainly to higher import tariff s 

introduced in 2006. 
Trade barriers have contributed to 

intensifying temporary rice shortages 
and raising prices. The government has 
failed to provide tariff  waivers for rice 
during periods of shortfalls since 2006. 
The recent rice crisis was mainly due 
to the weaknesses in the rice import 
policy.

Data reveals that wheat is a strong 
substitute for domestic rice.

 If prices are determined by market 
forces, high wheat prices reduce  the 
demand for wheat and create additional 
demand pressure on rice thereby 
raising the price of domestic rice. In the 

year 2005, about 790000 metric tons 
of wheat was imported to Sri Lanka. 
Though, rice production increased from 
2164000 metric tons in 2005 to 2228000 
metric tons in 2006, wheat imports also 
increased to 1239000 metric tons in 
2006. However, wheat importation in 
2007 fell sharply to 952000 metric tons. 
There are trade restrictions to import 
wheat in Sri Lanka. 

Severe restrictions on wheat imports 
without having increased rice and other 
food production in Sri Lanka have resulted 
in increasing consumption pressure on 
rice. The foregoing evidences suggest 
that government’s restrictive import 
policy on wheat and rice appears to 
have signifi cantly contributed to recent 
rise of rice prices in Sri Lanka. Given the 
lower paddy production (relative to 
paddy production in 2006), reduction in 
imports of wheat would have resulted 
in higher demand pressure on rice. The 
resulting lower consumption of wheat 
fl our might have increased the demand 

for rice. 

4. Economic Consequences of Price 
Controls

Enforcement Problem
It is important to note that competition 

between suppliers ensures that they 
cannot take advantage of consumers by 
setting prices that are out of line with 
their cost and fair margin of profi t and 
ensures that rice is maid available to 
consumers who need it most.  But price 
ceilings undermine this mechanism. 

Considerable amount of state funds 
and personnel along with a clear 
mechanism would be necessary to 
enforce rice price ceilings. There needs 
to be a monitoring mechanism in the 

Wheat Import Tariff : Since 
2006, the import duty on 

wheat fl our imports has been 
15%, in addition to 10% 

import surcharge,  3% of port 
and airport development levy 

(PAL) and a 1.5% of social 
responsibility levy (SRL). The 

government also removed 
wheat fl our subsidy in 2007 

which was a legitimate 
measure.

Removing Import Barriers in 
Other Countries: Sri Lanka 
continues to have higher 

import tariff s on wheat fl our 
despite the fact that India 

removed a 36% import 
tariff  on wheat fl our, and 

Indonesia eliminated duties 
on wheat and soybeans, Peru 
removed tariff s on wheat and 
corn, Turkey reduced import 
taxes on wheat to 8% from 
130% and on barley to zero 
from 100%, and Mongolia 
removed its value-added 

tax on imported wheat and 
fl our (http://business.theage.

com.au/). These countries 
adopted this policy to face 
the emerging food crisis.

Rice Import Tariff  Hike: until 
2002, imports of rice were 
subjected to a 35 percent 

tariff  rate, which was waived 
by the government when 

supply shortfalls occurred 
from time to time until 2002. 
This policy has worked well 

during supply shortfalls prior 
to 2005. This was replaced by a 
lump sum tariff  of Rs 7000 per 
ton of rice in 2002, which was 
increased to Rs 9000 in 2005. 
But with the re-emergence of 
protectionist policies in 2005, 
the government increased the 

rice tariff  to Rs 20,000 per ton in 
2006. According to Rafeek and 
Samaratunga (2000), the level 

of trade restrictions on rice 
imports is higher in Sri Lanka 
in comparison to some other 

countries in the region
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country to oversee whether the traders 
comply with the price ceilings. There 
should also be a body to hear consumer 
and trader complains and resolve them. 
These activities will create a severe 
burden on the government as well as 
ineffi  ciency in rice market in Sri Lanka. 

Impact on Social Welfare
The price control regimes tend 

to reduce social welfare. Market 
mechanisms generate effi  cient socially 
desirable outcomes, provided the 
government follows certain regulatory 
interventions. 

The stated objectives of rice price 
control regime are to: protect producers 
and consumers from middlepersons. 
The supply and demand elasticities 
of rice are relatively stable in Sri Lanka 
meaning that both producers and 
consumers equally gain from the market 
prices of rice. If the ceiling price is lower 
than the historical average, consumers 
tend to gain while producers lose (Ellis 
1992). 

As we have shown before, the ceiling 
prices of rice are higher than the recent 
average prices of rice meaning that 
consumers tend to lose rather than 
gain from ceiling prices. In this case, 
price ceilings tend to increase producer 
welfare marginally at the cost of long 
term consumer welfare provided that 
rice market is perfectly competitive. But 
since there are signifi cant imperfections 
in the rice market in Sri Lanka, the ceiling 
prices which are higher than the normal 
market determined prices would in fact 
be benefi cial to middlepersons rather 

than the producers.

There is also a deadweight effi  ciency 
lost due to ceiling prices. These 
theoretical results suggest that 
dismantling of price controls rather 
than imposing them tends to improve 
consumer welfare. It has also been 
shown that marginal interventions by 
the government in the paddy market 
through assisting to develop the 
infrastructure of the private marketing 
system tends to stabilize market prices 
compared to price ceilings. For example, 
Indonesia achieved this for many years 
by state procurement of 5 per cent or 
less of production and by using imports 
to help balance the domestic market 
(Ellis 1992).     

Shortages and Black Markets 
To understand the eff ects of price 

controls, it is necessary to understand 
how prices rise and fall in a free market. 
There is nothing esoteric about it, but 
it is important to be very clear about 
what happens. Prices rise because the 
amount demanded exceeds the amount 
supplied at existing prices. Prices fall 
because the amount supplied exceeds 
the amount demanded at existing 
prices. The fi rst case is called a shortage 
and the second is called a surplus - but 
both depend on existing prices. 

But if the markets are allowed to 
function fully independently prices will 
adjust so that the shortages or surpluses 
will disappear and an equilibrium price 
achieved.  

There is little likelihood of market 
forces creating shortages in the rice 
market. Rice shortages will actually be 
created by price ceilings imposed by 

government.
The areas with less rice production will 

receive a limited amount of rice creating 
a shortage. When there is a shortage of 
a product, there is not necessarily any 
less of it, either absolutely or relative 
to the number of consumers.  Just as 
there can be a shortage without any 
greater physical scarcity, so there can be 
a greater physical scarcity without any 
shortage. The usual function of prices in 
directing goods and resources to where 
they are most in demand no longer 
operates under price controls. But price 
control prevents buyers and sellers 
from making mutually advantageous 
transactions on terms diff erent from 
those specifi ed by administrative fi at.

Risk taking buyers and sellers make 
mutually advantageous transactions 
outside the price ceilings. 

Price controls almost invariably 
produce black markets, where prices 
are not only higher than the permitted 
prices by fi at, but also higher than they 
would be in a free market, since the legal 
risks must also be compensated (i.e. risk 
premium). 

While small-scale black markets may 
function clandestinely, large-scale 
black markets usually require bribes 
to offi  cials to look the other way. In a 
fragile democracy like ours, it is futile 
to think that state bureaucracy and 
politicians would be benevolent. There 
is a signifi cant space for rent seeking 
activity. 

One cannot rule out the fact that 
middlepersons collude with government 
offi  cials and politicians to get mutually 
advantageous price ceilings to both 
parties. 

 
Quality Deterioration
Price control regimes tend to lead to 

quality deterioration which has been 
common with many other products and 
services whose prices have been kept 
artifi cially low by government fi at. One 
of the fundamental problems of price 
control is defi ning just what it is whose 
price is being controlled. 

There are no pre-set standards for 
rice when fi xing prices. The ceiling 
prices have been imposed on three 
names, Samba, Kekulu and Nadu. But 
the government has set unique price 
levels for three diff erent types of rice 
disregarding the fact that there are 
diff erent types of Samba, Kekulu (Red) 
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The government should eliminate market imperfectionsand increase 

competetion in the rice market by enforcing competion laws.
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and Nadu. In addition, there is little 
incentive to maintain high quality when 
everything will sell anyway during a 
shortage at the fi xed price.

The priorities that prices automatically 
cause individuals to consider are among 
the fi rst casualties of price controls. 

There is no incentive in a control 
regime to maintain or improve the 
quality of rice. The fi nal outcome would 
be that consumers to buy lower quality 
rice at higher than normal prices. 

5. Policy Recommendations 
The recent episode of rapid rise of rice 

prices was a temporary phenomenon 
rather than a permanent phenomenon. 
We identifi ed several factors that 
contributed to the recent rise of rice 
prices. 

• The fi rst and foremost is the 
failure to smooth rice supply to eliminate 
temporary rice shortfalls by importing 
rice due mainly to fl awed import policy. 
While private sector has failed to respond 
to future market needs by importing 
rice, large increases of rice tariff  in 
2006 have seriously hampered rice 
imports. Increase of wheat tariff  has also 
aggravated the rice crisis. Protectionist 
propaganda of the government might 
also have partly contributed to this.

• Second, government pressure 
to reduce wheat fl our consumption has 
had a substitution eff ect on increasing 
rice consumption. Though removal 
of the wheat subsidy is legitimate, 
higher tariff  for wheat fl our was a main 
impediment.

• Third, both domestic and 
import rice markets are characterized 
by anti-competitive activities. These 
activities created artifi cial shortages 
and raised prices of rice. Finally, fl ood 
and other related issues might have also 
marginally contributed to the recent rise 
of rice prices. 

• 
Therefore, we argued that rice crisis in 

Sri Lanka cannot be eff ectively resoled 
by imposing price ceilings. In this 
context, we attempt to provide some 
policy recommendations that would 
help resolve the rice crisis.

In the short term:
• Temporary rice shortages 

should have been eliminated by 
importing rice and wheat (the closest 
substitute for rice) rather than imposing 
price ceilings. Existing trade barriers for 

importing rice need to be eff ectively 
reduced. 

In the medium term:
• The government should 

eliminate market imperfections and 
increase competition in the rice 
market by enforcing competition laws. 
Competition laws should be enforced 
in domestic and import markets to 
eliminate anticompetitive activities. 
Antitrust law prohibits sellers from 
explicitly colluding to impose higher 
prices.  Retailers are prohibited from 
taking exclusionary actions that would 
create monopoly power.

• Government should also 
identify effi  cient forms of competition 
and promote them. 

In the long run: 
The demand for rice should be 

reduced considerably. 
This is required for increasing food 

security and promoting healthy food 
consumption. Government can take 
various actions for this. 

• It needs to create incentives to 
reduce pressure on rice consumption by 
promoting alternative food/s. 

• One would argue that higher 
than normal prices for rice might 
contribute to reducing demand pressure 
on rice and increasing consumption of 
alternative food. So that rising prices of 
rice would help increase food security in 
the longer term. 

• The private sector should 
be promoted to make alternative 
food available by making them more 
consumable and nutritious. These would 
require agro-processing activities. 

• Moreover, as countries such 
as Japan did, diversifi cation of the 
meal would also be necessary to 
reduce pressure on rice consumption. 
By reducing rice consumption and 
increasing alternative food consumption, 
Sri Lanka will be able to become a rice 
exporter rather than a net importer in 
the long term. This would signifi cantly 
help improve the welfare of the farmers 
in Sri Lanka. 

Reducing Pressure on 
Rice in Other Countries: 
Countries such as Japan, 

Indonesia, Philippines, and 
Thailand have succeeded 

in diversifying food 
consumption and thereby 
reducing the pressure on 

rice consumption through 
carefully executed public 

policies (Sidik 2004).

The Problem of Middlepersons: 
While taking measures to reduce 
pressure on rice, the government 

can address the issue of 
middlepersons. Anticompetitive 

activities in the domestic and 
importing rice markets cannot 
be eliminated by establishing 

a government monopoly in 
the name of Paddy Marketing 

Board or by imposing price 
ceilings. The ceiling prices would 

not be eff ective in resolving 
the problems that are said to 
be created by the behavior of 

middlemen.

*Courtesy pathfi nder foundation

Diversifi cation of Food 
Consumption in Japan: Rice 

consumption policy in Japan 
provides very useful insights 

for Sri Lanka.  There has been a 
marked decline in demand for rice 

over the years in Japan because 
of plethora of socioeconomic 
changes. This has resulted in 
comparative changes in food 
consumption structure. Grain 
(including rice), potato, and 
soybean consumption have 

declined while consumption of all 
other foods (meat, eggs, milk fats 
and oil) has increased. Japan has 
been very successful in reducing 
the demand pressure on rice by 
diversifi cation of consumption, 
which has resulted in improved 

food security
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Shadow and the substance

Sources of Growth

T he Sri Lankan economy 
grew by 6.8% in 2007 after 
recording a 7.7% growth in 

2006 (second highest annual rate of 
growth since independence, after 8.2% 
recorded in 1978) and 6.2% in 2005 
. In the past three years (2005-2007) 
the average annual growth rate of the 
economy exceeded 6%. That is, the 
economy has achieved a sustainable 
growth rate of over 6% in the past 
three years, which is unprecedented.   

However, it is imperative to discern 
the sources of the remarkable 
economic growth rate amidst a high 
intensity civil war, which is what Table 
1 attempts to do, in order to fi nd out 
whether the growth is real or phantom. 
Table 1 depicts the shares of sectors 
and sub-sectors in the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) at current prices from 
2003 to 2007. During the past fi ve-year 
period (2003-2007), while the share 
of agriculture sector had declined 
consistently (barring in 2007) and the 

share of industrial sector had increased 
consistently (barring in 2007) year-on-
year in the GDP, the share of services 
sector had increased in 2004, declined in 
2005 and then increased consecutively 
in 2006 and 2007 (see Table 1).

In the agricultural sector, agriculture, 
livestock & forestry and fi sheries 
sub-sectors have both experienced 
declining shares in the GDP over the 
period 2003 to 2007 (see Table 1). In 

the industrial sector, while mining 
and quarrying and construction sub-
sectors have increased their shares 
in the GDP consistently during 2003-
2007, share of the utilities sub-sector 
had dropped marginally in 2004 but 
increased marginally since then and 
share of the manufacturing sub-sector 
had increased consecutively in 2004 
and 2005 but declined consecutively 
in 2006 and 2007 (see Table 1). In the 
services sector, while wholesale & retail 

   By Muttukrishna Sarvananthan
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Table 1: GDP Shares (based on GDP at current prices) by Sector and Sub-Sector
2003–2007

Sector 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

AGRICULTURE

1. Agriculture, Livestock and Forestry
1.1 Tea
1.2 Rubber 
1.3 Coconut 
1.4 Minor Export Crops 
1.5 Paddy
1.6 Livestock 
1.7 Other Food Crops 
1.8 Tobacco 
1.9 Betel and Areca nuts 
1.10 Plantation Development 
1.11 Other Agricultural Products 
1.12 Firewood and Forestry 
2. Fishing

13.23

11.58
1.44
0.30
1.55
0.43
1.71
0.94
3.87
0.02
0.08
0.26
0.39
0.59
1.65

12.54

10.94
1.46
0.35
1.30
0.37
1.50
1.02
3.64
0.03
0.09
0.24
0.36
0.56
1.60

11.82

11.04
1.34
0.42
1.25
0.42
1.64
1.04
3.56
0.02
0.07
0.27
0.35
0.66
0.78

11.34

10.14
1.19
0.62
1.02
0.37
1.33
1.02
3.27
0.02
0.06
0.24
0.29
0.70
1.20

11.69

10.15
1.38
0.60
1.11
0.32
1.24
1.14
3.01
0.02
0.06
0.22
0.30
0.74
1.54

INDUSTRY

3. Mining and Quarrying
4. Manufacturing
4.1 Processing (Tea, Rubber and Coconut) 
4.2 Factory Industry 
4.3 Cottage Industry 
5. Utilities
5.1 Electricity 
5.2 Gas 
5.3 Water 
6. Construction

28.43

1.40
18.59
0.78

16.65
1.16
2.39
2.00
0.26
0.13
6.04

28.62

1.44
18.72
0.76

16.81
1.15
2.35
1.96
0.29
0.10
6.11

30.19

1.46
19.51
0.66

17.73
1.12
2.36
1.91
0.31
0.14
6.85

30.64

1.57
19.23
0.60

17.57
1.05
2.46
2.00
0.32
0.14
7.38

29.93

1.58
18.50
0.60

16.93
0.97
2.46
1.98
0.36
0.12
7.38

SERVICES

7. Wholesale and Retail Trade
7.1 Import Trade 
7.2 Export Trade 
7.3 Domestic Trade 
8. Hotels and Restaurants
9. Transport and Communication
9.1 Transport 
9.2 Cargo Handling – Ports and Civil Aviation 
9.3 Post and Telecommunication 
10. Banking, Insurance and Real Estate, etc
11. Ownership of Dwellings
12. Government Services
13. Private Services

58.34

24.25
8.78
4.88

10.59
0.51

11.01
9.62
0.60
0.79
8.44
4.01
7.83
2.29

58.84

24.56
9.18
4.85

10.53
0.56

11.49
10.03
0.57
0.89
8.52
3.72
7.82
2.17

57.99

23.21
8.43
4.34

10.44
0.58

11.72
9.95
0.59
1.18
8.37
3.62
8.42
2.07

58.02

22.45
7.88
4.04

10.53
0.57

11.74
9.84
0.56
1.33
9.08
3.51
8.77
1.90

58.38

22.07
7.87
3.97

10.23
0.51

11.82
9.88
0.52
1.42
9.17
3.53
9.34
1.93

Gross Domestic Product 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

Source: Derived from Central Bank of Sri Lanka, Annual Report 2007, Statistical Appendix Table 1. 
Note: 2007 data are provisional.  

Table 2: Annual Growth of Government Services vis-à-vis GDP
2004-2007

Current prices 22003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Gross Domestic Product (%) 11.36% 14.73 17.31 19.81 21.74

Government Services (%) 00.03% 14.48 26.32 24.86 29.64
Source: Central Bank of Sri Lanka, Annual Report 2007, Statistical Appendix Table 1.
Note: 2003 data are worked out from Central Bank of Sri Lanka, Annual Report 2006, Statistical 
Appendix Table 1. Further, 2007 data are provisional. 
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trade (except in 2004), ownership of 
dwellings (except 2007) and private 
services (except 2007) sub-sectors have 
consistently contributed lesser to the 
GDP during the period under review, 
transport & communication, banking, 
insurance & real estate (except 2005) 
and government services (except 2004) 
have consistently contributed increasing 
shares to the GDP (see Table 1).              

   
The agriculture sector is almost 

entirely owned and operated by 
the private sector. In the industrial 
sector, while mining & quarrying 
and manufacturing sub-sectors are 
almost entirely owned and operated 
by the private sector, utilities sub-
sector is almost entirely owned and 
operated by the government (except 
gas) and construction sub-sector 
has both private and government 
ownership and operation. Services 
sector has a mixture of both private and 
government ownership and operations.      

Particularly noteworthy is the 
phenomenal growth in the government 
services sub-sector since 2005. 
Government services include public 
administration, defence, education, 
health and other government services. 
While in 2003 and 2004 the growth of 
GDP in current prices (nominal GDP) 
has been greater than the growth 
of government services in current 
prices, it has been the reverse since 
2005 onwards. In fact, gap between 
the growth of nominal GDP and 
government services has been highest 
in 2005 (9.01%), followed by in 2007 
(7.90%) and 2006 (5.05%) (see Table 
2). In 2003, while there was hardly any 
growth in the government services 
in monetary terms (0.03%), the GDP 
at current prices grew by 11.36%. 
Therefore, it is inferred that one of the 
primary sources of economic growth in 
the past three years (2005-2007) is the 
growth in government services. Wanton 
recruitment to the public sector has been 
the hallmark of the new government 
that came to power in April 2004. In 
2006 and 2007 increasing recruitment 
to the armed forces (including to 
homeguard and civil defence force 
services) has bolstered the public sector.     

Further, it is important to note that the 
share of the industrial sector in the GDP, 

particularly the manufacturing sub-
sector, has declined in 2007 (see Table 
1). Moreover, the highest growth rate 
among all the sub-sectors in 2007 was 
in the government services, i.e. almost 
30% (see Table 2). Growth in government 
services is purely in terms of personnel 
and not in terms of productivity. That 
is, increased number of personnel has 
increased expenditure for government 
services and not necessarily 
enhancement in productivity of 
personnel. Growth in the private sector, 
where mostly growth is productive, 
has been on a sliding path. Therefore, 
economic growth experienced in the 
past three years is mostly unproductive 
growth, which I term phantom growth. 

Indications so far are that the 
annual rate of GDP growth in 2008 is 
expected to further slow down due to 
both domestic and external factors. 
Not all data pertaining to the fi rst 
quarter of 2008 is available yet. Some 
are available and others we have only 
up to February. Compared to the fi rst 
quarter of 2007, certain economic 
indicators of the fi rst quarter 2008 
appear to be below par. For example, 
in the agriculture sector, while paddy 
(-25%) and coconut (-22%) outputs 
have dropped sharply, tea (+30%) and 
rubber (+14%) outputs have increased 
signifi cantly in the fi rst quarter 2008 
compared to the corresponding period 
last year. In the industrial sector, during 
the fi rst two months of this year, private 
sector industrial output has increased 
marginally (+6%) while the public 
sector industrial output has dropped 
dramatically (-91%) and industrial 
exports have increased marginally 
in value (+3.5%) in comparison to 
the corresponding period last year. 
Further, the weighted average prime 
lending rate and the Treasury bill rates 
have increased signifi cantly during 
the fi rst quarter 2008 compared to 
the same period last year, which could 
reduce the GDP growth rate by way 
of lowering investments. In addition, 
infl ation has increased by 6 - 9% in 
the fi rst quarter 2008 compared to the 
fi rst quarter last year, which could also 
reduce the real rate of growth of GDP .    

 
In the external sector of the economy, 

while imports in dollar value have 
increased by 37.6%, exports have 

increased by only 10.2% during the 
fi rst quarter of this year compared to 
the same period last year. Therefore, 
the trade defi cit during the fi rst quarter 
of this year has more than doubled 
(+107.2%) in comparison to the same 
quarter of 2007. Nevertheless, gross 
offi  cial reserves during the fi rst quarter 
of 2008 increased by 27.2% compared 
to the corresponding period last year 
due to the issue of sovereign bonds 
worth USD 500 million in October 
2007, syndicated loan of USD 300 
million obtained in February 2008 from 
international capital markets and 16% 
increase in net private remittances 
received in the fi rst quarter of 2008 
(compared to the same period last 
year). Furthermore, the overall balance-
of-payments was in surplus of USD 416 
million by the end of the fi rst quarter 
2008, up from a meagre amount of USD 
52.5 million at the same time last year . 

 
The foregoing data reveal that, both in 

the domestic and external sectors, the 
economy has done less well than last year 
during the fi rst quarter. The immediate 
future seems bleak primarily due to 
external shocks. World price of crude oil 
is surging to an unprecedented level. 
International prices of rice, wheat and 
milk powder are also rapidly escalating. 
The US economy is on a recession, 
which is the destination of around 
60% of Sri Lanka’s apparel exports. 
Meltdown in the US economy and the 
upcoming Presidential elections there 
in November 2008 would negatively 
aff ect Sri Lanka’s exports to the US 
due to sluggish consumer demand. 
In the domestic front, unprecedented 
rain and fl oods have slashed the Maha 
2007/2008 seasonal paddy harvest 
and other food crops. The foregoing 
external and domestic factors are likely 
to increase the cost of living further 
during the rest of the year as well. 

 
The only positive development 

one could expect on the economic 
front during the rest of this year is 
spin off  from political and economic 
stabilisation of the Eastern Province in 
the aftermath of the Provincial Council 
elections held on May 10, 2008. Besides, 
further gains in the northern battlefront 
during the course of the year could 
also give a psychological boost to the 
economy by way of a ‘feel good factor’.       
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I
f the banal expression ‘between a rock and a hard 
place’ acquires a sense of a real life predicament it 
is when describing the life of the ordinary citizen 

whose fate has decreed that they live in the Jaff na peninsula. 
Added to this is the obstinate conviction of most Jaff na 
citizens that there is no place as your own home – rather 
east or west , home is best. , The following is report on the 
SITUATION IN JAFFNA in the month of August.

SECURITY SITUATION: Due to the ongoing military 
operations in the northern front of Vavuniya-Mannar by the 
Security Forces search operations are conducted when the 
authorties deem them to be necessary. They usual occur 
in the villages usually coinciding with movements of Army 
Convoys .Road blocks erected on roads from time to time are 
a common occurrence.

However the  Security Forces have taken care to 
implement these measures avoiding inconvenience to 
Students sitting for A/L  examinations who proceed to the 
Examination centres and on their return.

IN comparison to the past years , the number of killings 
and abductions by unidentifi ed gunmen have come down 
signifi cantly except for a few incidents

SECURITY MEETING:  An urgent security meeting  was 
held at the Security Forces Head Quarters of Jaff na at KKS 
during the last week. The Commander of the North Maj.
General Chandrasiri briefed those attending the meeting on 
the new methods that will  e adopted for security clearance 
and several other issues that needed clarifi cation.All heads 
of Government Departments, I/NGOs,University authorties 
and Representaives of Banks in Jaff na were invited.

The New methods of security clearance will be enforced 
from 1st August Meanwhile ,all civilians in Jaff na have been 
asked to register themselves thrugh the Grama Sevakas but 
it will be done by the Jaff na Police.

CURFEW: In mid July there was sudden increase in the 
Curfew Hours . Since then it has been reverted to the past 

pattern of  being enforced from 9.00 p.m to 4.30 Am. From 
last Tuesday.

This relaxation will be applicable from 5th August to the 
end of August to facilitate devotees attending the Nallur 
Festival.

ROBBERIES: More than the security issues the people are 
concerned with a spate of gang robberies that occurred in 
May and June. These incidents occurred in Kokuwil,Uduvil.
Maanipay and Araali with marked frequency when Security 
Forces shot and killed one of the Gang Members. Due to 
the  curfew it is very risky to call from security forces,in the 
the incident reported from nawali  the  gansters had cut the 
hand of an elderly woman living in the house. This member 
was later identifi ed as 19 year old youth from a coatals area, 
after security forcew cracked down gang robberieas and 
theft have gone down in thepast two weeksa or so.

POVERTY: recently a person who had returned from 
abroad was beaten to death by some women neighbours.    
They had done so in order to take his belongings. o explain 
as an incident to compel due to poverty does not reduce 
its enormity  of the crime. Other than families government 
and private sector employees day to day labourers such 
as masons, carpenters , plumbers, electrician and fi shing 
families fi nd it diffi  cult to live due to restrictions , less 
opportunities and meagre income that they could  get if 
fortunate enough  to derive any income at all.

Food situation:  during later part of July there was a 
signifi cance increase in the prices of essential items. And 
also market shortage o f such items in Jaff na.

Prices at a glance:

• Red rice :  1 Kg   Rs  125 - 130
• Samba rice :  1 Kg   Rs  100 - 110
• Sugar  :  1 Kg   Rs 90-
• Flour   :  More than Rs 95/-
• Tea leaves :  1 Kg   Rs 600 – 650/-
• Coconut :   Rs 40/- 
• Dhal  ;  1 Kg – Rs 150

JAFFNA
SITUATION SUMMARY-

AUGUST.
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• Large tin fi sh ;   Rs 175  
• Garlic  :   Rs 300/-

 
 A  Rs 100/- Dialog Kit card  is sold at Rs 120 – 125 /- 

Now that the Nalur festival has begun price of chicken 
and eggs have come down to Rs 500 and Rs 14 per egg 
from Rs 650 to 700 per kilo for chicken. This is duet o Hindu 
avoiding meat during festival; this had resulted in the prices 
of vegetables indicating steep rice.

After two months of  availability of cement at reasonable 
price cement now has become scarce sometimes cement is 
sold at Rs 2000 or 2200 per bag. 

HIGH SECURITY ZONE – measures to resettled IDPs in 
the high security zone in Tellipalai  and suburbs is now  
being taken. According to Tellipalai divisional secretariat, 
600 families will be allowed at the initial stages. However, 
meetings and discussions between security forces and 
government offi  cials are ongoing as regards to to this issue.

ELECTRICITY: after 10 month long power cut during 
late evenings / early dawn  except for an hour or so, the 
installation of 6 generators are expected to prevent/ reduce 
the power cuts. An offi  cial of the electricity board said Jaff nA 

will experience and uninterrupted 24 hour power supply  
from eng august or early September. Student sitting for A/L 
examination however presently aff ected due to the power 
cuts as the exams will commence very soon.

COMMUNICATIONS: after the announcement of new 
security polices for mobile Phones and SIM cards  people 
of Jaff na were annoyed with these regulations. Most of the 
SIM cards are register several other names when they were 
purchased in the past. Unlike in other districts jaff na doesnot 
have single dialog service center/outlet for customer service. 
It was closed with the closure of A9 road. To change the 
name of the sim card involves the particular person having 
to go directly to a dialogue customer care offi  ce which is not 
possible for citizens of Jaff na due the travel restrictions.

The Ban of CDMA phone connections / usage continues 
for the last two months. More than 7000 connections were 
given form the beginning of this year, due to security reasons 
they have been made non-functional. The security forces in 
Jaff na have requested all CDMA phone uses to get a police 
clearance so that they will be able to get a reconnection 
before end of the year. even though these restrictions 
continue to apply to normal civilians the govt. departments 
and I/NGOs have permitted to get reconnections after 
obtaining necessary police clearance.
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Residents of Linga Nagar face a dire situation where 
land they’ve lived on is now being claimed by the 
government to set up an Army training camp

Mangalanath Liyanaarachchi – Trincomalee

For the people of Linga Nagar in 
Trincomalee the word justice has no 
meaning. Having set up homes after 
being displaced, the land which they 
occupied for over 18 years cannot be 
claimed as their own.

Despite a decree being passed by the 
judiciary which awarded these people 
ownership this has not been taken into 
consideration by the government. 

“ I often visit my friends at their homes. 

However I have never invited them 
to my home. Just consider, bringing 
a friend, without feeling ashamed, 
into this house which is merely a hut, 
where when you enter you can see the 
sky through the roof...” Sammugarasa 
Mekhala, a resident of Linga Nagar said 
of her wattle and daub house which has 
a roof covered with plastic sheets. 

She is an advanced level student at a 
leading girls’ school in Trincomalee.

These people who lost their homes 

due to the war and remained in camps 
were eventually resettled in a remote 
jungle area in Linga Nagar in 1994 
through the initiatives taken by the then 
Minister of Social Welfare and Vocational 
Training, Douglas Devananda and the 
EPDP organization.

 Although this land was a jungle 
area then, it is now partially urbanised 
however, government offi  cers have 
still to award ownership of land to the 
people. 
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“When we were in the refugee camps, 
the EPDP organization came and asked 
us whether we would leave the camps 
if they gave us land from Linga Nagar. 
Since we could not stay in these camps 
with these small children on a permanent 
basis we agreed.”

When we arrived in Linga Nagar this 
area was a vast jungle. We cleared the 
jungle, cut through the hills and built 
these few houses. We lived here for 
about two years and then the Army 
came and told us that this land belonged 
to the them and to vacate the lands 
immediately. 

  The Member of Parliament, then 
came and discussed the issue with us as 
well as the Army and asked us to hand 
over the lands close to the Army camps, 
to them. He then said that only the fi rst 
48 families who arrived after that would 
be given 15 perches each, from this 
area. We agreed to that, and vacated the 
lands close to the Army camp and came 
to reside here. Twelve years have gone 
by since then. The Army does not allow 
us to bring cadjan to thatch our roofs, 
leave aside, the deeds for the land,” said 
Rasaiah Sammugarasa a resident of 
Linga Nagar.

The EPDP organization has resettled 

these people here for political gain, but 
the security forces say that this land has 
been used from the times of the reign of 
the British, by the Army to conduct their 
training and detonations. 

The Army occupied a small camp there 
a while back but they moved the camp, 
from this place temporarily. The Security 
Forces are of the opinion that, Minister 
Douglas Devananda, with or without the 
knowledge of the people, has resettled 
them on a land that lawfully belongs to 
the Army. 

“On September 20, 1996, General 
Parami Kulatunga, put up an Army camp 
in Linga Nagar. We were asked to remain 

Now we do not have a place to go to. The 
Army is harassing us, asking us to move. 
Later we presented this problem to the 
then, EPDP Parliamentarian, of Jaff na, 

Chandrakumar.
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on the lands we had settled in. They said 
they will survey the lands and allocate 
them to us. In January 1997,  the then 
District Secretary of Trincomalee, Velu 
Mailum fi led a case in the Courts, stating 
we were illegally occupying land which 
belonged to the state and to evict us. 
That Court case was adjudicated until 
2002 and fi nally the Magistrate decreed 
that, these people could not be evicted 
like unless they were provided with 
alternative lands.” Rasaiah Sammugarasa, 
said. 

The Army offi  cers who turned their 
attention to the plight of the residents 
of Linga Nagar with compassion, agreed 
to provide them with a 15 acre land and 
the Army informed the judiciary of 
their decision. 

M. Ramachandran, a resident of 
Linga Nagar, is a leading respondent 
of this case of injustice where the land 
is concerned. According to him, the 
objections against this land which was 
provided willingly by the Army are 
coming from government offi  cials. 

“The Army personnel know that even 
though we are on land that doesn’t 
belong to us that we are innocent 
people. We never faced any problem 
from them. Neither did we ever pose a 
problem to them. Nevertheless, a person 
came from the Army and surveyed a land 
of 15 Acres and informed us that the 54 

families who were resident before  June 
1, 1995 would fi rst be provided with 
land and then the rest. These surveyed 
lands were handed over to the District 
Secretariat by the Army. That was done 
so that we would be allotted 15 perches 
each. 

The Court Case No. 7342/02 fi led in the 
judiciary in 2006, in order to solve this 
problem of illegal lands, by the state and 
the Army, was settled on June 30, 2004 
on the promise that the Army would 
provide these people with a 15 acre land 
willingly. 

“The Army personnel 
know that even though we 

are on land that doesn’t 
belong to us that we are 

innocent people.
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Although these residents made 
requests to act in accordance with the 
judgement issued by the Trincomalee 
Magistrates Court, Mr. Ramachandran 
said, she repeatedly asked them to 
consult the Government Agent with 
regard to this matter. 

“We told the District Secretary that we 
do not need to discuss this issue with the 
Government Agent because the Army is 
willing to hand over the lands and as the 
case was settled. But she does not take 
any notice of this...”

Since Government offi  cers have 
not acted upon the judgement of the 
Magistrates Court, they presented this 
issue to the Commission of Human 
Rights. According to the Linga Nagar 
residents, although the District Secretary 
has been asked to present herself at the 
Commission of Human Rights in order 

to inquire into this matter she has not 
done so. We made an inquiry regarding 
this issue, from the then, Trincomalee, 
Commission of Human Rights branch, 
offi  cer in charge who handled matters 
there. At this juncture, she mentioned 
that although their institution had dealt 
with this problem that it had come to a 
standstill. 

We inquired from the District Secretary 
regarding this issue. It was reported 
that a vast number of names had been 
added illegally to the land owners list 
and consequently when the list was 
displayed for the public, there had been 
several objections. As a result, until that 
issue was settled, the issuing of permits 
for the land was suspended. 

Mohan Kushanthan – Linga Nagar

“We have now, waited fourteen 
years to get the permits for the lands. 
If the Government is not taking into 
consideration the decree issued by the 
judiciary, then what else can we do? We 
cannot get electricity or water. We do 
not at least, have a permanent address. 
When we want to enter a child into a 

“We told the District 
Secretary that we do not 
need to discuss this issue 

with the Government 
Agent because the Army 

is willing to hand over the 
lands and as the case was 
settled. But she does not 
take any notice of this...”
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school, they ask for permanent residency 
details or electricity or water bills. We 
have done everything we can do. 

It is a lie that others are objecting 
to giving us the lands. Some people 
who used to live by the sea before the 
Tsunami came to reside in this area 
where our lands are. We objected to that. 
Now, there is no such problem. No one is 
objecting to the 54 families being given 
the lands according to the decision of 
the judiciary. The government is carrying 
on a farce.”

Mrs. Fareena Sivapalan – Linga 
Nagar

“We still live in the huts that were built 
in 1994. As we are illegal residents we do 
not have any rights at all. The Army does 
not permit us to bring timber or a rafter 
in order to build ourselves a house. Even 
if a relative visits, we cannot ask them to 
stay the night. We cannot take a camera 
to our houses, even to photograph a 
child’s birthday. What is this life? “ Mrs. 
Fareena Sivapalan asks. 

Even media personnel were requested 
to leave all equipment at the border 
check point to the entrance of the 
village. 

As a result photographs from mobile 
phone cameras which aff ord very few 
facilities were used to photograph the 
people of Linga Nagar.

Mrs. Vignesharasa Pushpalatha 
– Linga Nagar

“Our husbands and sons cannot 
intervene since we have to deal with the 
Government and the Army in asking for 
the lands. It is, as if we are banging our 
heads against a rock. If the males protest, 
they are branded as terrorists.”

“We are forced to live like prisoners. 
We have to go to our houses after being 
checked. We have to go out after being 
checked. The houses are on the verge 
of collapse. However we do not have 
permission to bring in a bag of cement or 
a rafter. I feel that this is the only village 
where we cannot take a bag of cement 
or a rafter,” Ratnasingham Kaushalya 
says. 

S. Mayurini – Linga Nagar

“We too would love to build a nice 
proper house and live well. However 
the Government is treating us as if we 
are from a diff erent land. Whatever the 
decision of the Courts, a situation has 
now arisen where we cannot live in 
freedom even within our houses. We 
cannot protest since the Government 
would say that we are Tigers and that 
we are picketing asking for the Army 
to be moved out. There is no such issue 
here. It was Mr. Parami Kulatunga of the 
Army who asked us to settle down in 
these lands. Now, why do they treat us 
like this...If they ask us to go from these 
lands, give us alternative lands...... or just 
kill us.”

We inquired from the Trincomalee 
District Secretary regarding the 
deferment by the Government in 
connection with the problem of the 
illegal residents of Linga Nagar. Her 
comments are as follows

“Although the Army promised to hand 
over 15 acres to the illegal residents, 
at the Courts, this land belongs to the 
Government. The Army is a Government 
organization. This has to be approved by 
the Government Lands Commissioner. 
But we were prepared to provide lands, 
not only to 54 families but 98 families 
in accordance with the decision of the 
Courts. Then another group of people 
from Linga Nagar objected to lands 

being given to these people. What they 
said was, if we were going to give lands, 
then to give everyone and if not, not to 
do so for everybody. As a result this issue 
has been dragging on. Now, the Army is 
saying that they need this land for an 
Army Training Camp. 

The Army has informed the 
Government Agent in writing. That is 
why I told them to inquire from the 
Government Agent. It is because I, was 
not the one who received that letter. 
However, we have informed the Area  
Lands Commissioner in writing to make 
a decision immediately, as there is a 
decree from the Courts, ordering us to 
provide 54 families with lands. We will 
act in the future, in accordance with the 
decision he makes,” she said. 

Although, according to the District 
Secretary, ninety eight names have been 
recommended for land to be allotted,  
consistent with the list of names, issued 
by the Courts on October 17, 2006, File 
No. 2/4/2/Reg./166 and displayed by the 
District Secretariat Offi  ce only 54 names 
are included. It is now of concern, who 
will enter the remaining forty eight 
names and who will be in possession of 
the list of names. 

“We of course are unaware of a list of 
98 names. We only have the list with 54 
names on it,” Mohan Kushanthan says.

 moved out. There is no 
such issue here. It was 
Mr. Parami Kulatunga of 
the Army who asked us 
to settle down in these 
lands. Now, why do they 
treat us like this...If they 
ask us to go from these 
lands, give us alternative 
lands...... or just kill us.”
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Business for Peace Alliance delegates with representatives of the Trans Asian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry and Mr H. M. Wijeratne, Consul General for Sri Lanka in Mumbai.  (third from right) 

Tie-ups with Indian, Nepali business leaderships

A delegation of regional business 
leaders from the Business for 
Peace Alliance (BPA) on a recent  
visit to Mumbai, India, attended 

a global meeting of business leaders and 
experts in an attempt to explore the private 
sector role in contributing to sustainable 
development and peace-building. 

The conference on “Responsibility to 
the future: Business, Peace, Sustainability” 
convened by the India business think-tank 
Strategic Foresight Group (SFG) and with 
business leaders and strategy experts from 
22 countries, including the major industrial 
powers, participating, the conference was 
inaugurated by Indian President Pratibha 
Patil with several Union Ministers and the 
Maharashtra Chief Minister in attendance.  

BPA Secretary General Manique Mendis,  

was a special invitee to the Conference and 
a four-member delegation from the BPA 
Board joined her at the conference. The BPA 
delegation comprised Dudley Jayasekara, 
(Central Province),  Swarnaraj (Vavuniya), 
Sarath Kahapolaarachchi (Kaluthara) and 
Yogitha Karunandham, Management 
Executive.

On the sidelines of the Conference, the BPA 
delegation held a ‘Nepal-Sri Lanka Business 
round table’ together with a delegation 
from the National Business Initiative (NBI) 
of Nepal to share experiences between the 
two countries of business communities 
coping with long drawn internal confl ict 
and social instability. This fi rst ever formal 
interaction between Nepali and Sri Lankan 
business organizations working for peace 
in their respective nations was capped 

Regional business 
leaders on historic 
visit to Mumbai
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with a ‘Mumbai Declaration’ that affi  rmed their 
joint commitment to peace in their countries 
and in the larger South Asian region and to 
future collaboration for mutual support in their 
endeavours.  

“Although at the moment Nepal is ahead of 
Sri Lanka in the political process in terms of 
addressing their internal confl ict, Sri Lanka’s 
business initiative for peace through BPA, has 
more experience in its institutionalization 
process than the Nepalese. We realized that the 
business initiatives for Peace in both countries 
have much in common. We have much to learn 
from each other and much to share with each 
other,” said Ms. Mendis.

The Mumbai Conference focused on three 
streams of strategy for innovative, problem 
solving initiatives: fi rstly, innovation in 
knowledge economy, education, media 
and ICT technologies for Peace, secondly, 
environmental challenges for Peace and thirdly, 
responsible investments. 

“The Conference helped BPA representatives 
to enhance their knowledge of the role of the 
business community in contributing to peace 
and sustainability. It also paved the way to 
participate in a multi-stake holder dialogue 
at global level and show case the “bottom up” 
initiatives taken through BPA by the Sri Lankan 
SMEs,” said Ms Mendis, 

The Sri Lankan business representatives 
also established contact with eminent 
global business and economic leaders who 
participated at the Conference including  Steve 
Killelea, Founder, Global Peace Index, Sir Mark 
Moody – Stuart, Chairman of United Nations 
Global Compact Foundation. Dr. Michael 
Nobel, Chairman, Nobel CharitableTrusts and 
Dr. Monty Jones, World Food Prize Laureate 

and inventor of new strain of rice for Africa.

“Many of the global business leaders 
were extremely interested in Sri Lanka and 
expressed a desire to visit our country and 
share their experience 
and expertise in 
business and economic 
development with us. 
The BPA plans to invite 
some of these leaders 
to visit Sri Lanka,” added 
Ms Mendis. 

The BPA also held talks 
with representatives of 
Trans Asian Chamber 
of Commerce and 
Industry. “They will be 
visiting Sri Lanka shortly 
to strengthen business 
links in Sri Lanka and sign 
an MOU with BPA,” said 
Ms. Mendis.   Resource 
support for the Nepal-
Sri Lanka Roundtable 
was provided by 
International Alert.

The BPA is a network 
of 25 regional business 
chambers in all 
parts of Sri Lanka, 
bringing  15,000 SME’s 
islandwide together in 
a Bottom up initiative” 
to promote regional 
empowerment, national unity and Corporate 
Social Responsibility, CSR, at regional level. The 
BPA will mark its sixth anniversary in November 
this year.

The Conference 

helped BPA 

representatives

to enhance their 

knowledge of the 

role of the business 

community in 

contributing to peace 

and sustainability. It 

also paved the way to 

participate in a multi-

stake holder dialogue 

at global level and 

show case the “bottom 

up” initiatives taken 

through BPA by the Sri 

Lankan SMEs,
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Ampara is a district that 
has experienced severe 
difi cuctiesdue to the on 
going confl ict for the past 

two decades.  The district was also 
devastated by the Tsunami. The 
livelihoods of the people in the district 
have been disrupted at regular intervals 
by man made and natural disasters.

Ampara district has attracted a large 
number of international organizations 
carrying out diff erent types of 
development, humanitarian and 
rehabilitation activities.  One of the key 
focuses of most of the organization 
is to provide support for livelihood 
improvement and vocational training.  
As a result, a large number of youth 
received vocational training and 
support to start businesses. Due to 
many reasons only a small percentage 
of these businesses are sustained in 
the market and also very few youth get 
job off ers.  An survey carried out by the 
Ampara Chamber revealed that most of 
the vocational training centers that are 
operating in the district do not work with 
the business community. Also according 
to the assessment there are number 
of computer centres off ering diff erent 
types of courses in the surrounding 

areas. However there is a signifi cant gap 
between the expectation of the business 
sector and the output level of skills from 
these centres. A sample selected from 
key businessmen in the district was used 
for the survey.  It was highlighted during 

catering to business needs
A collaborative project between Mercy Corps, Business for 

Peace Alliance, Ampara District Chamber of Commerce and 

Industries and IDM  School of Computer Studies. 

Two - IT 
schools in 

Ampara
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Mr. Maniq Mendis Ceo of BPA 
and Mr. Kinsley Bernard director 
of Ampaea district chamber of 
comenrce offer signature the MOU 

the survey interviews that there was concern 
among them about the lack of communication 
between the training service providers and the 
business community, which is the cause for this 
gap. Therefore the students that graduate from 
these institutions do not fi t into the job market 
since they do not fi t into business expectations. 

There is also a phenomenon of small and medium 
business that were supported by the government 
and non government organizations after the 
tsunami facing the problems of sustainability 
mainly due to the lack of skills, especially IT 
skills, to manage and promote the business in a 
competitive manner. According to the Ampara 
Chamber of Commerce, the apex body of all 
the main business enterprises of the region, the 
reason for the slow development in the economy 
was mainly due to donor support centering on 
fi nancial support for livelihoods at micro and 
macro levels and also the off er of support in 
kind, for infrastructure development. However, 
little was off ered to equip businesses to develop 
skills and keep abreast with modern business 
management practices in a competitive market 
economy.  Lack of IT and business communication 
skills are glaring inadequacies in this context. 

Considering the above context “Regional 
Empowerment and Confl ict Transformation 

through Skills Development of Tsunami Aff ected 
Business Community and Youth” (RECTSDETA) 
project is currently underway in Akkaraipattu 
and Kalmune funded by Mercy Corps and in 
strong collaboration with the Ampara District 
Chamber of Commerce who will partner Social 
Organizations Networking for Development, 
in Akkaraipattu and Modern Graphics, in 
Kalmunai in establishing two IT schools. 
 IDM Computer Studies (Pvt) Ltd, the most 
recognised and widely spread ICT education 
institute was drawn towards the project due 
to its strong commitment towards Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) and social 
integration, and will provide the branding for 
the schools through a franchise agreement. 
The project is spearheaded, directed, facilitated 
and monitored by the Business for Peace 
Alliance (BPA) Sri Lanka’s network of regional 
chambers of commerce committed to regional 
empowerment, confl ict transformation and CSR
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Youth 
Employment

challenges in 

Sri Lanka

It has been estimated that 
300 million young people are 
unemployed worldwide. Youth 
unemployment in Sri Lanka has 

been estimated at roughly 40% of the 
total rate of unemployment.  Though 
there have been numerous attempts 
and initiatives to address this issue, little 
has been achieved.  

 Factors largely contributing to the 
persistent nature of the problem include 
a mismatch between jobs and skills, 
regional disparities in education and 
available opportunities, the gap between 
available training opportunities and 
market demands, and the lack of dignity 
of labour and so on.

Youth unemployment is a widely 
debated topic in Sri Lanka, especially 
against the backdrop of the youth 
unrest in the early 1970s and late 1980s. 
These youth insurrections in the South 
of the country have often been linked 
to the non-availability of economic 
opportunities outside of the Western 
province. Development interventions 
such as those aimed at employment 
creation to a large extent could deter 
the outbreak of such confl icts thereby 
contributing to social stability and 
peace.  

 Moreover, areas aff ected by years of 
internal strife call for remedial measures 
to restore livelihoods while highlighting 
the need to ensure that dividends of 
economic development are equally 

shared among 
all regions and 
populations in 
the future so as 
to avert further 
confl icts.

In order to 
put forward an 
applicable and a 
co m p re h e n s i ve 
action plan to 
address the 
‘problem’ the 
Youth Employment Network (YEN) 
prepared and presented a ‘National 
Action Plan for Youth Employment’ to 
the Cabinet in December 2006. Based 
on the YEN-NAP recommendations a 
social communications media campaign 
was jointly developed by YEN, the 
International Labor Organization (ILO), 
International Alert (IA) and Young Asia 
Television (YA TV).  The initiative intends to 
change the currently held beliefs, values 
and attitudes of youth on employment, 
dignity of labour and related issues.  
The public communications activity is a 
major television production contracted 
to Young Asia Television, the best 
known private documentary and news 
production house. The production 
comprises a trilingual series of TV Talk 
Shows in the format of a ten-part series 
of studio discussions titled ‘Good Job’ 
led by a panel of experts and moderated 
by well known young TV personalities. 

The discussions 
focus on themes of 
‘Youth – Private Sector 
Alienation’ and ‘Youth 
– Public Sector Fixation’ 
with two further parts 
on employment-
related issues in the 
estate sector and 
in the war-aff ected 
areas. Experts from 
diverse backgrounds 

have participated in 
the development of the programme 
content and production. 

The series is to be aired on selected TV 
stations engaging the following target 
groups Unemployed youth, media 
representatives, parents, school going 
children, employers, trainers, employed 
youth and of other age groups, 
educationists and academics, politicians 
and policy makers. 

The series attempts to answer 
questions such as factors that contribute 
to the lack of awareness on alternative 
career options among youth, challenges 
faced by the private sector in terms of 
providing gainful employment to youth 
and addressing them, measures the 
government needs to take to address 
regional economic disparities in terms 
of youth employment and so on.   

Recent research fi ndings discussed in 
the English language TV programmes 

“..The rural youth feel that to 
get in to the private sector 
they need to come from a 

particular background which 
is linked to things like English 
language and Western culture.  

Further, the jobs that are 
available in the private sector 
do not help youth achieve the 

kind of status that a public 
sector job entails”.

Harini Amarasuriya – 
Lead Researcher – SPARC 
– University of Colombo 

26



GROUNDROUND IEWV AUGUST 2008

“Our vocational Training 
sector has to be regulated 

as we cannot allow 
mushroom institutes to 
crop up and provide all 
kinds of training which 

distorts the whole system 
and expertise.” 

Mr. Dakshitha 
Thalagodapitiya – CEO/

Secretary General – Chamber 
of Construction Industry 

“We have about 10,000 
schools in the country 
but not even 10% of 

these schools can provide 
the kind of aptitude, 

skills, orientation and 
communication skills that 

we talk about. .. the quality 
of the education matters 

too”

Prof. S.T. Hettige, 
Snr. Prof. of Sociology – 
University of Colombo. 

challenge the notion that attitudes 
of youth alone constitute the 
phenomenon of unemployment 
among rural youth. There is 
evidence to state that the systemic 
and structural elements in the 
private sector could also contribute 
to the exclusion of youth from a 
rural background. This points out 
to the need of the private sector to 
rethink its policies and practises.  

Similarly, the programmes 
telecast in Sinhalese examine the 
rural youths’ tendency towards 
public sector employment and 
society’s negative attitudes towards 
certain types of occupations while 
challenges and opportunities for 
entrepreneurship development are 

also looked at. 

The programmes telecast in 
Tamil mainly observe the specifi c 
employment related issues faced 
by Tamil youth in the North and East 
and special problems encountered 
by estate youth when seeking 
employment.   

The series will also be available on 
DVD in the near future; to promote 
discussion and new thinking 
on identifi ed issues/problems. 
Each DVD will be accompanied 
by a training guide to facilitate 
discussion on the subject matter. 

Catch the English programmes 
on TNL TV on Sundays at 7.25 

pm. 

For more information and to reserve your 
copy of the DVD, contact:

 sri.lanka.office@international-
alert.org
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Yearning

to Learn
The tortuous path to knowledge from Gomarankadawala

Mangalanath Liyanaarachchi – Trincomalee

While students in 
the capital, receive 
swimming pools, 
indoor stadiums 

and computer halls, the children of 
Trincomalee  where the shadows 
of terrorists still haunt the area, are 
asking for books to read. 

Although peace reigns in 
Gomarankadawala where for a long 
time they lived their lives under 
the stress, threats and terror of the 
terrorists their lives have not taken a 
turn for the better. 

While, schools situated in the midst 

of the city of Trincomalee have more 
than adequate computer and library 
facilities, 12 year-old Sadhum Kumara, 
resident in Gomarankadawala says 
that he has never actually seen a 
computer except on television. 

“I have seen a computer only on 
television. But it is more valuable for 
us than a computer, if we can get some 
books that we can read. The books 
in our school library are very old. 
Those books do not suit the current 
education system,” he says. 

Agriculture and farming are the 
livelihoods of Sadhum Kumara’s 

parents and the gingelly, millet and  
kurakkan which is sown and tended to 
amidst, droughts, and facing terrorist 
threats and wild animals, the income 
of the harvest of which when sold is 
just enough to help them exist from 
meal to meal is insuffi  cient to purchase 
any books. 

“Our village is situated about 50 
kilometers from Trincomalee. Other 
villages even if they do not have 
schools have a proper library at the 
District Secretariat. However, there 
are no new books in the library in 
our village. I travel from here to 
Horowpathana in Anuradhapura to 
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follow a computer course. The trip 
costs around two hundred rupees 
daily, only for bus fare, to travel up 
and down. Although my parents fi nd 
it hard to bear such costs, even with 
diffi  culty I attend the classes. 

There are no books that I can 
read in connection with this course, 
in our village library. However, in 
Anuradhapura, there are more than 
enough facilities for these things,” said 
Dayani Karunaratne who is a Grade 11 
student of Gomarankadawala Maha 
Vidyalaya. Dayani’s mother who works 
in a chena and spends every cent she 
earns on Dayani, who is fatherless. 

Due to the severe shortage of 
teachers in rural distant areas such as 
Gomarankadawala, the percentage of 
students of schools in these locations, 
who pass the examinations is very 
low. The shortage of teachers which is 
prevalent throughout the year is most 
often remedied close to the date of an 
examination. 

“What we actually have in our schools 
is a dire shortage of teachers. Last year 
a permanent Mathematics teacher 
was appointed only during the last 
few months. If, at least we have a few 
books with past papers – questions 
and answers, we could get together 

and study and discuss them. We do not 
even have a newspaper vendor in our 
village. If we want to buy a newspaper 
we have to travel to Horowpathana 
which is about 30 kilometers away. If 
there are at least a few such books in 
the library we will be able to overcome 
this dearth,” said Kumudini Ruwan 
Mala of Gomarankadawala. 

Most female students give up their 
education after year nine or ten and 
enter into marriage. The marriages 
of these girls, at very young ages 
end don’t last long leaving them as 
single mothers of a number of young 
children. 

The male students  scrape through 
year ten or the ordinary level class and 
fi nish their education and either join 
the civil protection force or take to 
work in chenas and fi elds. If not they 
become soldiers. Those who have 
moved further than that are very few 
in number. 

Most female students 
give up their education 
after year nine or ten and 
enter into marriage. The 
marriages of these girls, 
at very young ages end 
don’t last long leaving 
them as single mothers 
of a number of young 
children. 
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One foreign Non Governmental 
Organization who is active in this 
country, has listened to the cry of these 
innocent students and has taken steps 
to provide books. In response to these 
children’s compassionate request, 
the NGO from Italy initiated a mobile 

library for these students. However, 
Prashad Pararajasingham, the local 
coordinator of this organization says 
that it is not suffi  cient to overcome all 
the shortages. 

“We give each person, one book for a 
period of one week. If it is a novel there 
is no problem. However, it is diffi  cult to 
read a book on an educational subject 
and grasp facts in one week. We feel 
compassion when we see how some 
of the children gaze at the books in 
anticipation, when we bring them and 
ask them to choose one of the books. If 
there is any possibility to provide these 

children with a permanent library and 
computer training center it will be of 
immense value. We have informed the 
higher authorities of our organization 
about this. But it is diffi  cult to say 
whether it can be achieved or not.”

“Our schools receive text books, after 
three quarters of the year has passed. 
That too, not in required quantities. 
Everything we know is from books. 
We do not know what happens or 
takes place beyond that. Recently, for 
an examination we had to write and 
essay on a trip to the zoo. We have read 
about the zoo from books and papers 
only. Or else through the television. 
Most of the children in our school, 
have only heard of the animals in the 
zoo. They have never been to the zoo. 
Since I could not write about things I 
did not know I omitted answering that 
question,” said Niluka Dilhani.

“Many Non Governmental 
Organizations and institutions come 
to our village and spend hundred 
of thousands of rupees on useless 
things. What I am telling them is that, 
they should buy some books for our 
schools and the libraries in the village 
with that money they spend. Take 
us on educational trips to the zoo, 
Sigiriya, the planetarium which we 
have never seen.” 

The male students  scrape 
through year ten or the 
ordinary level class and 
finish their education 
and either join the civil 
protection force or take to 
work in chenas and fields. 
If not they become soldiers. 
Those who have moved 
further than that are very 
few in number. 
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N
ational Nutrition 
Month was  launched 
recently at a ceremony 
in  Colombo, in a bid to 

tackle what one international health 
expert has called “the confounding 
mystery of Sri Lanka’s stubborn under-
nutrition fi gures.”

While Sri Lanka’s overall health 
indicators are on track to achieve - or 
have already achieved - the 
international developmental 
benchmarks known as the Millennium

Development Goals, the one notable 
exception is the nutritional status of 
hundreds of thousands of children and 
mothers.

Around one in every three Sri Lankan 
children is undernourished, with 
notable regional disparities, particularly 
in the Estates. The estate sector has 
traditionally accounted for the most 
remote and under-developed areas in 
the country.

“For a country that suff ers no signifi cant 
food shortages and provides extensive 
free maternal and child health services, 
it is paradoxical that malnutrition aff ects 
such a large proportion of the 
population,” said UNICEF country 
representative, Philippe Duamelle.

The eminent medical journal The 
Lancet recently produced a series that 
focused on maternal and child under-
nutrition globally. The keynote speaker 
at the ceremony was one of the authors 
and editors of the series, Professor 
Zulfi qar Bhutta, who noted that of the 
millions of children who die each year, as 
many as a third of those deaths could be 
attributed to maternal and child under-
nutrition.

Bhutta urged the country’s health 
authorities to focus on what he called 
“The Golden

Interval,” the time between conception 
and the age of two, beyond which, “it is 
really too late.” He added that a public 
health campaign targeting exclusive 
breastfeeding for six months would go a 
long way towards changing the 
situation.

The launch of Nutrition Month was 
also attended by the Minister of 
Healthcare and

Nutrition, Nimal Siripala de Silva, the 
Secretary of Healthcare and Nutrition, 
Dr

H.A.P. Kahandaliyanage, and a host of 
UN agencies, government departments, 

and journalists.
“The Government of Sri Lanka has 

placed malnutrition at the forefront of 
its health priorities,” said Minister de 
Silva, We know that a minimum package 
of high impact and cost-eff ective 
interventions can be integrated into the 
life-styles of women and children to 
ensure that good nutrition practices are 
sustained.”

The package includes  breastfeeding 
counseling, vitamin and nutrient 
supplementation, the promotion of 
proper complementary feeding, the 
treatment of severe acute malnutrition, 
disease reduction, and other strategies 
to promote good nutritional practices in 
the family and in the community.

“This series from The Lancet confi rms 
many elements of what we have known 
for a long time,” said Duamelle. “Armed 
with this knowledge, we now need good 
partnership amongst diverse actors – 
the government, UN agencies, civil 
society and the private sector - in order 
to tackle malnutrition head-on, and to 
make a real diff erence for children.”

Around one in every 
three Sri Lankan 
children is 
undernourished, with 
notable regional 
disparities, particularly 
in the Estates. The 
estate sector has 
traditionally accounted 
for the most remote 
and under-developed 
areas in the country.
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