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• The government and the NGO Un Techo Para Chile have built 51,357 temporary housing to date. The 

government has built 31,292 temporary homes, while the NGO Un Techo Para Chile has built the remaining 
20,065. 

 
• On May 31, the Office of the Resident Coordinator (ORC) and the United Nations Office for the Coordination 

of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) convened a coordination meeting for the international cooperation 
organizations working in the humanitarian response in Chile. 

 

 
• The government completed its first survey on the profile of the 4,000 families who live in the 87 emergency 

camps installed after the earthquake within the regions of Valparaíso and Bio Bio. The report reveals that six 
out of ten people in camps owned their own home, 79% of homes were seriously damaged and 89% of 
people resided in urban areas. The survey also notes that 58.5% of household heads are female and 20.6% 
lost their jobs and homes due to the earthquake. The community of Tome (Bio Bio region) is the most 
affected, followed by Lota, Coronel and Curanilahue (Bio Bio region). 

 
• On June 1, the Senate Finance Committee opened discussions on the approval of the reconstruction 

financing draft law. The Minister of Finance explained that in order to address reconstruction needs, the 
main financing sources for the period 2010-2013 will be: economic growth (USD 7.5 billion), tax revenue 
(USD 3.2 billion), financial donations (USD 308 million), control of tax evasion and an improved mechanism 
of tax collection (USD 1.3 billion), reallocation of public budget (USD 2.9 billion), the use of the Fund of the 
Ley Reservada del Cobre (USD 600 million), the issuance of sovereign bonds (USD 1.5 billion), the 
moderate use of the Economic and Social Stabilization Fund (FEES), the sale of noncore assets and the 
issuance of internal and external debt (USD 2.8 billion). 

 
• On June 1, a strong aftershock was recorded in the central south region. It reached 5.7 on the Richter scale 

and its epicenter was located in the Bio Bio region, 44 kilometers west of Concepción, according to the 
Seismological Service of the University of Chile. A few minutes later, in the same area another aftershock 
that reached 4.8 on the Richter scale was registered. Its epicenter was located 21 km northwest of Arauco. 
On June 3, an aftershock was registered in the municipalities of the Bio Bio region. According to the United 
States Geological Survey (USGS), the aftershock reached a magnitude of 4.7 on the Richter scale and its 
epicenter was located 37 km east of Concepción. On June 6 a new aftershock of magnitude 4.6 on the 
Richter scale was registered in the central-south region. As reported by the USGS, its epicenter was located 
in the O'Higgins Region, 55 kilometers from Curicó and 110 kilometers from Santiago. No damage has been 
reported. 
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Shelters/Temporary Housing 
 
Response 
 
• To date, the program “Manos a la Obra” has benefited 46,309 households, each of which has received an 

average of 100,000 pesos (approx. USD 185) in materials for repairs. With a total fund of 8 billion pesos 
(approx. USD 14.7 million), the program is operating in 239 municipalities between the Valparaiso and La 
Araucanía regions. So far, the program has distributed repair materials which amount to approximately 5.2 
billion pesos (approx. USD 9.6 million). 

 
• To date, as part of the Shelter Program, the Emergency Committee has delivered 44,947 mattresses, 

75,885 blankets, 625 cabins, 10,000 waterproofing materials, 22,240 insulation kits in the regions between 
Valparaíso y La Araucanía. 

 
• As part of the Plan "Chile Unido Reconstruye Mejor", the Undersecretary of Housing and Urban 

Development delivered the first permanent housing subsidies for homeless families in La Araucanía region. 
Through this state contribution, affected people may now buy new or used homes, build homes in their own 
site with a value of up to 1,000 UF (approx. USD 39,000) or buy a new home with a value up to 2,000 
UF(approx. USD 78,000). 

 
• The Ministry of Housing and the Ministry of Interior published a manual including recommendations in the 

construction of new homes to make them less vulnerable to crime. The guide is intended to instruct local 
authorities in the early reconstruction and emergency phase through the delivery of technical 
recommendations on urban violence prevention. 

 
• In the Bio Bio region, 20,000 emergency shelters have been built for earthquake victims. The government 

says it will put to an end the situation of many families living in tents by the end of this week. Local 
authorities are providing water connections and electricity for camps in the region through neighborhood 
improvement projects. The Secretariat for Regional and Administrative Development (Ministry of the Interior) 
has delivered the amount of money necessary for the municipalities to provide camps with sanitary units. 

 
Water Sanitation and Hygiene 
 
Response 
 
• OXFAM and UNICEF have contracted the providers for the construction of sanitary modules in the camps of 

the Maule and Bio Bio regions. The sanitary modules will be installed in the locations identified by the 
Emergency Committee. On June 12 the massive distribution of hygiene kits for 8,000 families will start.  

 
• UNICEF/OFXAM continues to deliver training on hygiene issues to community members as well as leaders. 

These training are being coordinated in collaboration with the Regional Health Services, the Community 
Development Offices, and the Local Family Centers. To date 5,807 people have attended the workshops in 
the Maule and Bio Bio regions.  

 
• A total of 68 families of different camps in Talcahuano (Bio Bio region) participated in the training on hygiene 

and safe handling of water, delivered by UNICEF and OXFAM. Also, in the activity, UNICEF and OXFAM 
distributed jerry cans to move and store water, chlorine, two tanks of 3,400 liters and a complete cleaning 
kit. 

 
Health 
 
• The Under Secretary of Health has announced that so far three million people-of-risk groups have been 

vaccinated, but as 1 million doses are still available, the government will distribute them to the clinics for 
individuals of any age. 

 
 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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Response 
 
• PAHO / WHO is providing technical support to the Ministry of Health (MINSAL) in the following areas: 

o Social Communication. The first workshop with communication experts of the Ministry of Health 
was held. The workshop focused on the subject Communicating Risks. In June, two other 
workshops on the subject will be held in the regions affected by the earthquake. 

o Immunization and medicine. PAHO/WHO is purchasing the mobile vaccination unit requested by 
the MINSAL. It has also initiated the purchase of six types of inhalers for six health services in 
the areas affected by the disaster. 

o Environmental health and camps. During the next few weeks, 5,400 lit-water tanks and 1,000 lit-
containers for solid waste disposal will be delivered to the Regional Ministerial Secretariats of 
(SEREMI) of the O'Higgins, Maule and Bio Bio regions.  

o Mental Health. PAHO / WHO purchased a batch of equipment and instruments for surgical 
departments of the hospitals in the disaster zones. OPS/WHO is supporting the repairs of the 
electrical system of the Cañete hospital and the recovery of the radiotherapy department of the 
Grant Benavente hospital. It is also installing 8 generators and it will deliver equipment to the 
hospitals and the clinical laboratories of the Institute of Public Health. 

o Disasters. OPS/WHO is in the process of buying radio equipment for the MINSAL. In addition, it 
will coordinate with the MINSAL the development of hospital response plans and the national 
plan for emergencies and disasters. 

o Epidemiology. A guide on post-disaster epidemiology surveillance has been created in 
collaboration with the MINSAL. 

 
• As part of the UNFPA project financed by the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), 

5,000 hygiene kits will be distributed in camps selected by the government. In addition the H1N1 kits, clean 
delivery kits, post-rape kits and post HIV exposure kits will be distributed to the health services selected by 
the MINSAL in the regions of Maule and Bio Bio. UNFPA will monitor the distribution of all kits in the field. In 
addition, UNFPA has hired facilitators to conduct educational activities and it will distribute the books "Living 
without Violence in Emergency" and "Sexual Violence in Shelters”.  

 
• The foundation Americares has donated to the health care network of Angol (La Araucanía region) 50 beds 

of hospitalization for maternal and child care, in addition to medical equipment, supplies and drugs. The 
donation amounts to 250 million pesos (approx. USD 460,000) and consists of 6 rooms to locate the 
hospital beds, a power generator, in addition to medical supplies and equipment. 

 
Education 
 
Response 
 
• During the inauguration of the modular school in Yungay (Bio Bio Region), the Minister of Education 

announced that the stage of the reconstruction of schools has started. Yungay modular school, which will be 
attended by 2,000 students, was built thanks to the contribution of the mining company Anglo American and 
was delivered fully equipped with furniture for the classrooms, computers and school supplies. 

 
• The Regional Ministerial Secretariat (SEREMI) of Education in the Bio Bio region started developing a list of 

the high priority educational establishments to be reconstructed. The SEREMI has identified 77 
establishments that require funds, of which 10 represent a high priority due to the high number of students. 

 
Protection  
 
Response 
 
• To date, UNICEF has planned 90 psycho-emotional support workshops for professional care takers and 

educators of children and adolescents. A total of 68 were completed (76%). This past week 11 workshops 
were completed with an average attendance of 18 people each.  

 
• The NGO Chilean Association pro United Nations (ACHNU) in partnership with the NGO Save the Children 

developed a project for families of children living in the Province of Cauquenes (Maule region). The project 
includes improvement works of the temporary homes installed, such as infrastructure isolation, the 
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construction of kitchen and water purification systems. In the area of psychosocial support, ACHNU and 
Save the Children have developed a campaign on gender violence. They have also organized several 
activities for children in the area of public participation, as well as activities in the area of the rights of 
children by generating 10 friendly child-safe spaces in schools and communities. 

 
• UNICEF and the National Association of Kindergartens (JUNJI) have signed an agreement whose goal is to 

train pre-school officials from affected areas where children suffered strong psychosocial impact. 
 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
 
• Port worker trade unions of Talcahuano (Bio Bio region) protested against the authorities’ delay in taking 

initiatives to solve the problem of unemployment in their sector. The approximately 150 jobs lost after the 
earthquake have not been replaced yet.  

 
• Response 
 
• A total of 4,525,072 pesos (approx. USD 8,300) was awarded by the National Institute of Agricultural 

Development (INDAP) to 13 farmers in the municipality of Nacimiento (Bio Bio region), where damage to 
irrigation systems was incurred due to the earthquake. The subsidy will allow farmers to make repairs and 
prevent crop losses and negative effects on agricultural production. 

 
• As part of the FAO project financed by the CERF, the bidding process for the purchase of boats, outboard 

motors and ice production units ended. Currently, proposals are being evaluated and the process will be 
submitted to the Procurement Committee. To date, the procurement committee has given its approval for 
the acquisition of diving equipment (compressors and diving suits), fishing nets, security equipment and 
wooden boats for Juan Fernandez Island. 

 
Early Recovery 
 
• Approximately 50 U.S. and Canadian companies that offer products and services for the country 

reconstruction will participate in the conference exhibition "Reconstructing Chile Expo 2010", which will be 
held between June 15 and 17. A forum will be also held for employers and government representatives to 
discuss the challenges of reconstruction. 

 
Response 
 
• With the presence of the First Lady, the Minister of Energy and the Undersecretary of Energy have launched 

the campaign "Levantemos Chile con buena energía" which seeks to create instances of recreation and 
education for children and families affected by disaster. A cinema mobile unit will travel through O'Higgins 
Maule and Bio Bio regions to show two television series about energy efficiency, renewable energy and 
climate change. 

 
• The Ministry of Social Planning will implement an assistance plan for small entrepreneurs through the 

creation of a bond and the facilitation of access to credits. The bonus amounts to an average of 200,000 
pesos (approx. USD 370), in addition to the delivery of a loan of 2 million pesos (approx. USD 3,700). The 
project aims to benefit approximately 6,500 entrepreneurs affected by the earthquake. 

 
• In the Bio Bio Region, 5,852 women have been recruited within the Emergency Employment and 

Reconstruction Programme. There are still 1,800 available jobs in Penco, Concepción Arauco. 
 
• The private initiative “Desafío Levantemos Chile” together with the Ministry of Housing and Urban 

Development and the company Tecno Fast Atco have developed a plan to support micro and small 
entrepreneurs who lost everything due to the earthquake. The plan requires a family to apply for a 380 UF 
(approx. USD 15,000) grant of the Housing Solidarity Fund in order to get a house. In addition, the family 
will have to request a loan to private banks to finance the reconstruction of its commercial activity. 
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• On May 31, The ORC and OCHA convened a coordination meeting for the international cooperation 

organizations working in the humanitarian response in Chile. In addition to the Agencies Funds and 
Programs of the United Nations, the following organizations took part: CARE, World Vision, the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the Chilean Red Cross, Save the Children, 
Good Neighbors International and a representative of the Humanitarian Aid Office of the European 
Commission (ECHO). 

 
• During the coordination meeting for the international cooperation organizations working in the emergency 

response in Chile, it was decided that a workshop on lessons learned would be organized. The organization 
of the workshop will be led by a small committee comprised of World Vision, Save the Children, Red Cross, 
IOM, PAHO / WHO, ORC, UNDP and OCHA, all of which will meet on June 8. 

 
• ORC and OCHA are planning a new field mission during the following days: June 14-18. 
 
• PAHO continues to support the MINSAL staff. 
 
• UNICEF is responsible for protection and water sanitation and hygiene activities.  
 

 
• The President of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) has announced that the IDB will donate USD 

260 million to Chile for the reconstruction of the areas most devastated by the earthquake. 
 
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int 
 

 
Please contact: 
Michael Granadillo 
UN Coordination Associate 
Tel: 56 2 654-1042 
Email: Michael.granadillo@undp.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.redhum.org or www.reliefweb.int. 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


