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I. SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 

Background 
• 7.6 earthquake (depth 10 kilometres) hit at 08.50 Pakistan time (03.50 GMT), 

on 8 October with the epicentre in the Muzaffarabad area, 95km north-
northeast of Islamabad (highly populated).  

• Severe damage in six districts of Northwest Frontier Province (NWFP) and five 
districts of Pakistan administered Kashmir. Towns in Indian administered 
Kashmir also affected. Area affected approximately 30,000 sq. miles.  

• International assistance requested by Pakistan at 00.00 GMT 9 October. 
• Pakistan latest death toll has reached 51,382 (likely to increase). The number 

of injured is estimated at 74,498. (Government via OCHA) 
• FCO has confirmed that one British citizen was killed in the earthquake.  
• The number of homeless is estimated to be between 2.7 and 3.2 million; 

some 15,000 villages affected.  
• There is a three-week window of opportunity to deliver assistance to 

mountainous areas before the first snowfall. Severe weather, with heavy 
rain, is forecast to hit the area in the next three to four days. (OCHA) 

• Shelter and logistics remain urgent priorities.  
• Repair and rebuilding of houses being encouraged by Government of 

Pakistan.  People beginning to erect temporary shelter, using whatever 
material can be obtained locally (e.g. cardboard and plastic sheets). 

• Danger of second wave of death due to exposure if relief efforts are not 
stepped up. Illnesses caused by cold weather conditions, and lack of 
basic services, are on the rise in the Jhelum Valley (NWFP). (OCHA) 

• Over 100 international organizations in country with an urgent need for 
implementing partners in all major sectors (health, water and sanitation, 
shelter, etc). (OCHA) 

• NATO’s North Atlantic Council has approved an operation in support of 
relief efforts, including: one battalion of military engineers; one mobile 
medical unit; a deployable headquarters; and water purification plants, 
with the possibility of further support. (NATO) 

• UN Flash Appeal for $312 million over six months. $60.1 million committed 
(19%); additional $30.7 million pledged. Total $90.8 million (29%).  Up to 
$500 million has been pledged bi-laterally and in in-kind donations. 
(OCHA) 

• Ministerial level donors conference to be hosted by UN in Geneva 26 October. 
• DFID has pledged £33 million towards the relief effort. £18.5 million 

committed.  
 
II. KEY RESPONSE ISSUES 
 
Pakistan  
Priority Needs  

• Helicopters, winterised tents (up to 210,000 additional), blankets/sleeping 
bags (2 million), sanitation (especially latrines), food assistance (1 million 



 2

people), water bladders for affected hospitals, generators and diesel, 
tarpaulins, ground sheets, stoves, fuel and kitchen sets, snow chains, 
antifreeze, medical assistance (tents for hospitals and remote surgical teams). 
(OCHA)  

Access/Logistics 
• Access remains a key constraint.  
• Pakistan Government finalizing plan to reach people who live above the 

snowline and encourage them to move to camps that the military will build 
below the snowline. Roads continue to be cleared by Pakistan military at a 
rate of 100 to 150 metres per day. (UNDAC)  

• Pakistan’s National Logistic Corporation has offered free transportation 
to Pakistanis wishing to donate relief goods. Goods will be collected at 
various staging areas (Karachi, Lahore, etc.) and be sent to the affected 
area.  

• Airlift capacity: Latest figures indicate 69 helicopters in operation – 60 of which 
are up to 5 tonne capacity (29 of these Pakistani), 9 above 5 tonne capacity. 
24 helicopters are in the pipeline, 5 of which are above 5 tonne capacity (2 x 
Mi26; 3 x RAF Chinooks). Updated figures expected 25 October. (UNJLC) 

Assessments 
• Inter-Agency rapid assessment of the Neelum Valley (NWFP) currently 

taking place. (OCHA) 
• UN Area Humanitarian Coordinator (AHC), undertook an aerial survey of 

Petika and Devlica villages in Jhelum Valley. Approximately 90-100% of 
houses were destroyed or severely damaged. Almost 100% of houses 
are currently uninhabitable. (OCHA) 

• Affected populations: Bagh district (80% affected); Muzaffarabad district 
(90% affected); Poonch district (59% affected); Shangla district (50%); 
Mansehra district (44%).  

Shelter 
• Shelter needs remain critical.  
• Camps for 500,000 beneficiaries need to be planned for.  (OCHA) 
• Tent figures remain unchanged: between 337,000 to 541,000 tents needed. 

122,000 delivered/distributed: 62,000 tents by humanitarian community; 
60,000 by Government of Pakistan. (IOM/DFID field team) 

• 210,000 tents in pipeline: 194,000 in the pipeline by humanitarian community; 
16,000 in pipeline by Government of Pakistan.  

• Repair and rebuilding of houses being encouraged. Shelter 
repair/construction kits being provided by the Pakistan Military to people 
in Bagh district.  Save the Children is developing a shelter repair kit that 
will be piloted, initially targeting 5-10 families; lessons learned from this 
initiative will be shared to all shelter cluster members. (OCHA) 

• The Government to set up camp sites in three locations -- Balakot for 5,000 
families; Ghari Habibullah (between Muzaffarabad and Balakot) for 3,000 
families; and Battagram for 5,000 families. It will also establish three tented 
villages, one in Islamabad and two in Rawalpindi, to accommodate some 
20,000 people.  

• UNHCR is discussing the possibility of tented camps in Mansehra, 
Muzafarabad, Shangla and 10 other locations. Limited land in mountain terrain 
means camps will be crowded and will need careful planning. 
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Health  
• 14,000 people have been medically evacuated from Muzaffarabad to 

Islamabad.  Medical evacuations to Islamabad represent less than 10% of 
all cases in need of hospital treatment.  (WHO) 

• Immunization against measles and tetanus is ongoing. 13,000 children 
immunized so far in Muzaffarabad. (OCHA) 

• Mental health activities started in Muzaffarabad and Mansehra districts. 
(WHO) 

• 36 international field hospitals are functioning and 17 are in the pipeline. Bed 
capacity for post-operation care increasing. (WHO) 

Coordination 
• Humanitarian hubs operating in Muzaffarabad, Mansehra and Bagh. 

(OCHA). Two additional hubs are being considered (Balakot and Batagram). 
 

India 
• Official reports indicate 1,307 dead, 4,500 injured. Reports from the field 

indicated that these figures are accurate. (ECHO) 
• Up to one million people affected across four districts. (Save the Children)  
• The Government has not called for international assistance. 

 
III. DFID RESPONSE TO DATE 
 
Current Operations  

• DFID has pledged a contribution of £33 million towards the relief effort. £18.5 
committed so far.  

• DFID has sent 14 flights to the region carrying over 900 tonnes of relief 
supplies, including: 5,500 winterised family tents; 9,700 collapsible 10-litre 
jerry cans; 40,000 sleeping mats; 30,000 tarpaulins; 27,230 wool blankets; 
HIC module; 13 vehicles; one trailer; 2 forklift trucks; and 50 Global 
Positioning System units. 

• UK Search and Rescue teams have returned home. UK teams made 14 of the 
24 live rescues made by international teams. 

• 5 personnel from UK Fire Services in Muzaffarabad providing coordination 
advice and support to the on site coordination centre.  

• We have made arrangements for 30 flights in support of the following DEC 
organizations: Oxfam, Merlin, Save the Children, British Red Cross, Christian 
Aid and Islamic Relief.   

• DFID Secondments: HIC Liaison Officer (OCHA), Air Operations Expert (UN 
Joint Logistics Centre); 2 Shelter Experts (IOM). 

Ministry of Defence 
• Three military CH-47 Chinook helicopters have arrived at the Chaklala 

military base in Pakistan. One helicopter is being tested for use today 
and is scheduled to be operational by 25 October. All three helicopters to 
be operational by 27 October. The helicopters will carry out humanitarian 
assistance flights for 28 days throughout the affected area. DFID will pay 
marginal costs. The MOD reconnaissance team and the DFID civil military 
humanitarian adviser connected with this task arrived in Islamabad 20 
October. 

• Airlift of 20,000 UNHCR tents (300 tents per airlift) to be flown by Royal Air 
Force C-130 from Incirlik, Turkey to Islamabad.  

• 40 tonnes of MOD vegetarian rations purchased by DFID flown via NATO Air 
Bridge in Ramstein, consigned to WFP in Islamabad.  
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DFID Funding Allocations  
Partner Activity Amount 
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 
Oxfam 3,500 winterised family tents 

19,700 collapsible 10-litre jerry cans  
7,530 wool blankets 
40,000 sleeping mats 
20,000 tarpaulins 

£998,448 (in-kind) 

Islamic Relief 10,000 tarpaulins 
20,000 blankets 
1,000 winterised family tents 

£258,000 (in-kind) 

Christian Aid  1,000 winterised tents in-kind;  
Programme for shelter, food and first aid.   

£300,000  
(including £105,000 
in-kind) 

Merlin To set up two field trauma units in the 
Panj kot valley (transport, equipment, 
medicine, staff) 

£300,000 

Save the 
Children UK 

Provision of shelter, blankets, clothing, 
primary health care, psycho social support 
to children 

£300,000 

Action Aid Food packages, health centres, psycho 
social support, and shelter 

£300,000 

RSPN Tents, food, sanitation, water £300,000 
International 
Health 
Partners 

Provision of various emergency 
medicines 

£50,000 

Mercy Corps Health units, emergency obstetrics and 
outreach 

£212,000 

Sub-Total £3,018,448 
UN Agencies 
Flash Appeal: 
$272 million 
requested for 6 
months 

For health, water, sanitation, shelter, 
camp management and coordination, 
NGO, logistics support/ helicopters, 
agency staff safety and security.   

£5,000,000 pledged  

 
WHO  Shipment of health and trauma kits to 

Pakistan (covering 40,000 people for 3 
months) and programme surveillance and 
response teams 

£640,000 
 

OCHA HIC module + vehicle; other in-kind 
support (vehicles, staff secondments) 

£350,000 

WFP Helicopters, logistics support, vehicles, 
and coordination 

£1,000,000 

UNDSS Four vehicles to support UNDSS and 
relief worker safety and security 

£150,000 (in kind) 

IOM Shelter packages including tents, stoves 
and cooking equipment 

£750,000 

UNICEF Water and Sanitation   £1,000,000 
UNHCR Camp Management     £250,000 
Sub Total Allocated (£4,140,000) 
Sub Total Pledged  £5,000,000 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement 
ICRC Helicopters, winter clothing, tents and 

food in Pakistan administered Kashmir; 
£2,000,000 

Federation Relief supplies for NWFP Pakistan  £1,500,000 
Sub-Total  £3,500,000  
MOD Operations 
MOD  DFID marginal costs £3,000,000 pledged 
 
MOD  C130 airlift of rations and water from   £34,000 
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Kabul  
MOD Airlift of 2 PUMA helicopters from Spain 

for use by ICRC 
£137,500 

Sub Total Allocated (£171,500) 
Sub Total Pledged £3,000,000 
DEC Airlift  
DEC Airlift goods on behalf of DEC members  £1,500,000 pledged 
 
DEC Merlin (16 flights)   £88,112 
DEC British Red Cross (10 flights) £775,366 
DEC  Save the Children (1 flight)     £8,004 
DEC Oxfam (1 flight)   £80,294 
DEC Islamic Relief (1 flight)  £117353 
DEC  Christian Aid (1flight)   £80,492 
Sub Total Allocated  (£1,149,620) 
Sub Total Pledged   £1,500,000 
DFID Pakistan 
Various 
organizations 

To be programmed to support local 
humanitarian efforts 

£1,000,000 

ECHO – UK contribution  
ECHO: EUR 
13.6 committed 

UK portion of EU’s aid contribution 
through ECHO (approx 18% of total) 

 £1,660,000 

DFID Marginal Costs 
Marginal Costs Search and Rescue teams; DFID 

assessment teams 
  £392,333 

Total £18,583,358 
 
 ENDS 


