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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 
• Abundant rains and agricultural support programmes contribute 

to an improved 2009/10 harvest for a second consecutive year 
• Government investment promotion increases  horticultural 

production for the export sector 
• High cereal prices restrict  food access to vulnerable people in 

parts of the country  

Cereal production increase in 2009/10, for the 
second year running 
Harvesting of maize and millet, two major grains produced in the 
country, for the 2009/10 season was completed in November, while the 
rice harvest was completed in late December. Favourable weather 
conditions and enhanced government support to the agricultural sector, 
through the provision of seeds and fertilisers, contributed to the 
increase in national cereal production for a second consecutive year.  
Relatively smaller production rises were also observed in the southern 
regions of Kolda, Tambaounda and Ziguinchor. Aggregate 2009 cereal 
production was estimated at about 1.87 million tonnes, about 8 percent 
up on last year’s good harvest, and a 52 percent increase relative to the 
5-year average. The rice and millet harvest is the largest recorded over 
the last 10 years and rice production is 23 percent greater than the 
previous season’s production level. Excessive rainfall in late August 
caused flooding, negatively affecting an estimated 500 hectares of 
cereal crops in Fatik, Kolda, Kédougou, Matam, St. Louis and 
Tambacounda.  
 
The establishment of Banque verte, a new rural credit agency, is 
expected to improve financial access for farmers and help support 
production growth for the forthcoming 2010/11 agricultural season, with 
planting scheduled to begin in June. 

Strong growth in the horticultural sector 
In addition, the horticultural export sector witnessed a large growth in 
2009, supported by strong government investment aimed at improving 
smallholders’ participation in the sector. The growth in production has 
contributed to lowering vegetable prices and boosting smallholders’ 
income. Horticultural exports increased by 30 percent in 2009, over 
levels recorded in 2008 according to Agence Nationale de la Statistique 
et de la Démographie. 

Proportionally higher cereal prices in the far north 
and south 
Despite the decline in coarse grain prices to pre-crisis levels of mid-
2008, access to food remains difficult for rural and urban households in 
food deficit areas. As of January 2010, coarse grain prices throughout 
Senegal were generally lower compared to levels one year earlier. 
However, prices of millet, sorghum and maize in the northern region of 
Saint Louis increased by 4, 9 and 20 percent, respectively, over the 
same period. On the other hand, prices of coarse grains were the 
highest in the southern region of Ziguinchor. Both these areas are 
relatively small coarse grain producers, which might account for the 
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comparatively higher prices observed in both regions. Moreover, rice 
prices still remain above average.  
 


