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The FSAU and partner Post Deyr 2007/08 Seasonal Assessment for the north was conducted in No-
vember and is currently ongoing in southern and central Somalia.  Results of the assessment and the 
updated Integrated Food Security Phase Classification with projections for the next six months 
will be vetted with partners the last week of January and released shortly thereafter. 

Gu Rains Hagaa Deyr Rains Jilaal Dry Season

Somalia Seasonal Timeline & Key Events

Insecurity intensi-
fies in Mogadishu, 
365,000 people 
displaced since 
Feb.

Gu rains are below 
normal in south and 
central Somalia, but 
normal to above normal 
in the north. Emergency 
level malnutrition rates in 
Shabelle region.

Humanitarian 
Emergency worsens 
in Shabelle regions, 
as thousands of 
families flee Mogadishu 
in a new wave of 
displacement.

Lowest cereal harvest 
in over a decade (31% 
of PWA). New IDPs 
from Mogadishu reach 
400,000. 

 Key Issues & Early Warning for January to June 2008

• Increasing humanitarian needs for new IDPs and host communities, especially in the Shabelle and 
Central Regions: The ongoing and increasing levels of tension and instability, both within Mogadishu, 
and in surrounding areas, resulted in another wave of population displacement in the last month. The 
current best estimate of IDPs from Mogadishu since February is now 670,000. The displacement of 
another 70,000 people, only in the last two weeks, will lead to further deteriorations in the humanitar-
ian situation in many areas, especially in the Shabelle and central regions where host communities are 
already severely stressed (page 3).

• Record high food high prices threatens food access for the rural poor, IDPs and urban populations.  
Locally produced maize and sorghum prices, as well as imported cereal prices (wheat flour and rice) have 
increased steadily over the last 12 months, with the sharpest increases in the last six months, and are now at 
record high price levels in several markets.  In southern Somalia, maize and sorghum prices have increased 
100 to 150% since January 2007.  Rice prices in the central and northeast regions are at an all time high, 
having doubled since January 2007. The scale and magnitude of the cereal price increases is a unique and 
significant event – one that is a serious threat to household food security, as cereal market purchases are 
a main source of food for most poor rural populations and all urban populations. Populations at particular 
risk are in areas where the Deyr cereal production prospects are poor, such as in Hiran and some rainfed 
areas of Shabelle, as low production will mean higher reliance on market purchases, and in areas where 
civil insecurity is continuing to increase, disrupting economic activities and trade, as income opportuni-
ties will be limited.  For the 670,000 newly displaced people from Mogadishu and the host communities 
supporting these IDPs, the food price increases will have a significant impact on food access, threatening 
to accelerate their deteriorating humanitarian situation (page 4 and 8).

• The ongoing Humanitarian Emergency (HE) and Acute Food and Livelihood Crisis (AFLC) in Hiran 
region is worsening due to the combination of poor Deyr crop establishment and deteriorating rangeland 
conditions following poor Deyr rains, peak and rapidly increasing locally produced and imported cereal 
prices (sorghum prices increased 145% in the last six months, and are the highest in all of southern So-
malia), and increasing civil tensions and insecurity is leading to a worsening situation (page 3). 

• Early warning levels for Acute Food and Livelihood Crisis are heightened in central regions, as 
pasture, browse, and water resources continue to deteriorate.  Most berkads and natural water catchments 
are very low and in some areas already empty. With limited options for migration, many pastoralists will 
be dependent on water trucking during the long dry Jilaal season.  Significantly increased and record high 
cereal prices (rice and sorghum), a continuing inflow of IDPs from Mogadishu, and increased tensions 
and insecurity (page 7 & 11). 

• Overall, crop establishment in the south is considered normal in Juba, Bay, Gedo and the Shabelle 
regions, with the exception of the coastal rainfed areas of the Shabelle regions (page 4). 

   April        May      Jun         Jul          Aug           Sept          Oct          Nov      Dec          Jan        Feb       Mar              Apr
   2007                                                                                                                                     2008 

Near normal Deyr rains in 
most of the south and north, 
with poor rains in Hiran and 
central regions.  Continued 
displacement - IDPs esti-
mated 670,000.  Record high 
cereal prices, both locally 
produced and imported.
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Map 2: Cumulative RFE % deviation 
from long term mean Oct, Nov and 

1st dekad of Dec '07 

Map 1: Cumulative RFE Oct., Nov. 
plus 1st dekad of Dec' 07

CLIMATE 

The Deyr rains (October-December) are the secondary rains in southern Somalia and contribute on average 40 per-
cent of the annual cereal production, while the Gu rains (April-June) are the main rains contributing 60 percent.  The 
performance of the Deyr season is also critical for rangelands as it is followed by the long dry Jilaal season (January 
to March). The Deyr '07 rainy season started the second dekad of October in most regions, indicating a timely onset 
of the rainy season. The overall rainfall performance in terms of the intensity, coverage and distribution over time is 
mixed. The majority of the southern agricultural regions received good rains, while most of the central regions, parts 
of the northeast, and small pockets in the south received less than 50 mm of rain (Map 1). 

Areas where the rains performed poorly include the northern parts of Bakool, the coastal areas of the Shabelle and cen-
tral regions, Hiran, parts of Galdagud and Mudug, eastern Nugal Valley (Garowe and Taleh districts), and the western 
part of Sool-Sanaag plateau in the northeast. In these areas, rains were below normal in both amount and distribution. 
With the exception of some areas in Galgadud, most of the central rangelands extending from Hiran to Galkayo, the 
cumulative seasonal rainfall was between 0 and 50mm. Compared to the long term mean, most of these areas received 
less than 60 percent of the normal rains for the period October to first dekad of December (Map 2). Rainfall totals in 
these areas have been insufficient to replenish water sources, regenerate pasture, and for rainfed crop development. 
The localized nature of rainfall has also resulted in abnormal livestock migration, which is adding pressure to limited 
rangeland and water resources. Water availability is currently below normal and most of the underground water res-
ervoirs (berkeds) are either empty or only a quarter replenished. 

In most of the agricultural regions in the south, satellite imagery indicates, and field reports confirm, that rains were 
normal to above normal. Data from the rain gauge network also shows that the performance of the rainy season is 
largely normal in most parts of the south. Juba regions received more than 300 percent of normal rainfall for the pe-
riod October 1 to December 10, while most of Bay, Gedo, and parts of Shabelle regions received 80 – 120 percent of 
normal (Map 2). In the Shabelle regions, Deyr rainfall started on time, however, there was a great variation in terms of 
intensity and distribution over time and area. Areas with adequate rainfall include Wanle Weyn, Qoriole, Kurtunwarey 
and parts of Afgoye, while Adan yabal, coastal strips of Merka, Kurtunwarey and Barava received little or no rains. 

The normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI) obtained through satellite imagery, compared to a long term mean, 
show that current vegetation levels for this time of year are well above normal in southern Somalia and parts of the 
north, reflecting the normal Deyr rainfall and Gu/Karan rains (Map 3). The exceptions are parts of central regions and 
coastal areas of the Shabelle regions where the NDVI indicator is low due to poor Deyr rainfall. Field reports support 
and confirm the satellite imagery data.  

SECTOR  HIGHLIGHTS

Map 3: NDVI annomaly for the 1st 
dekad of Dec 2007
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CIVIL INSECuRITy AND IDPS

Mogadishu remains violent, extremely tense and volatile.  Reports indicate that inhabitants who remain in the city are 
now living in a state of terror and are under constant threats of harassment. Many districts within the city are deserted 
leaving assets, household and business assets open for looting and destruction.  The ongoing and increasing civil 
insecurity and tension will continue to limit trade and economic activities, as well as restrict port and market move-
ments in and out of the city, thus ensuring continued high prices of basic commodities and reduced income earning 
opportunities. 

The ongoing and increasing levels of ten-
sion and instability, both within Mogadi-
shu, as well as the surrounding areas, have 
resulted in another wave of population 
displacement in the last month. The cur-
rent best estimate of the number of people 
who have left Mogadishu since February is 
now roughly 670,000 (Source: Protection 
Cluster, Dec. 14, 2007). The main destina-
tions of these recent IDPs are the Shabelle 
and central regions, as well as Hiran region. 
The IDP breakdown by regions is Lower 
and Middle Shabelle 295,000 representing 
45% of the displaced, Mudug and Galgadud 
173,000 or 26%, Hiran 47,000 or 8%, and 
Bay 37,000 or 6%, and the remainder in 
Juba, Bakool, Gedo, the northeast and the 
northwest (Table 1).

The recent displacement of another 70,000 people only in the last two weeks will lead to further deteriorations in 
the humanitarian situation in many areas. The impacts will be felt particularly in centres such as Afgoye, Merka and 
Jowhar in the Shabelles, as well as in the central regions where host communities are already severely stressed and 
faced with water shortages. People fleeing the fighting in Mogadishu are leaving behind their livelihoods and liveli-
hood assets. The presence of IDPs is increasing pressure on host communities, placing additional burdens on water 
and health infrastructure, increasing the demand for rental 
properties, and increasing competition for available em-
ployment opportunities.  In addition, IDPs and host com-
munities have to cope with record high food and nonfood 
prices (Figure 1 and Figure 9).  An FSAU and partners 
IDP Impact Survey is being conducted as part of the Post 
Deyr Assessment. 

Unofficial roadblocks are making movement more dif-
ficult, dangerous, and costly for both local populations, 
and agencies attempting to respond with assistance. One 
NGO reported having to pay $1600 in ‘road tolls’ between 
K-50 and Mogadishu and the cost of moving a truck of 
food from the Mogadishu port to Afgoye town is nearly 
$500. This type of extortion and harassment will further 
hamper the ability of UN and NGO agencies to operate 
and adds uncertainty to an already stressful and insecure 
operating environment. 

The security situation remains tense and insecure in 
other areas of southern Somalia, with insecurity inci-
dents reported in Wanle Weyen (Lower Shabelle), Belet 
Weyne (Hiran), Kismayo (Lower Juba), Jowhar (Middle 
Shabelle), Wajid (Bakool), Adado (Galgadud) and Baidoa 
(Bay) (Map 4). These events continue to raise tensions 
and limit the movement of people and goods. Tensions 
are also increasing in Hiran and central regions., Lack of 
adequate rainfall in many parts of the central region and 

 

Region
Estimated 
population

(UNDP 2005)

Estimated # of 
IDPs to-date

% of total 
(estimated) 

IDPs by region

% of Regional 
Total 

Population 

% of Regional 
urban 

Population

Awdal 305,455 10 0 0.0 0.0
Woqooyi Galbeed 700,345 10,000 1 1.4 2.0

Togdheer 402,295 710 0 0.2 0.6

Sanaag 270,367 760 0 0.3 1.4
Sool 150,277 4,400 1 2.9 11.2
Bari 367,638 3,800 1 1.0 2.1
Mudug 350,099 52,050 8 14.9 55.1
Galgaduud 330,057 120,700 18 36.6 204.7
Hiraan 329,811 47,600 7 14.4 68.9
Bakool 310,627 1,980 0 0.6 3.2

Bay 620,562 37,750 6 6.1 29.8

Middle Shabelle 514,901 56,930 9 11.1 59.4
Banadir 901,183 64,000 10 7.1 7.1
Lower Shabelle 850,651 238,200 36 28.0 137.9
Gedo 328,378 10,270 2 3.1 12.6
Middle & Lower Juba 624,667 20,250 3 3.2 11.3

TOTAL 7,357,313 669,410 100.00 9.1

Table 1: Estimated IDP Populations

Source:   Population Estimates:- UNDP Somalia 2005,   Number displaced and/or returned: IASU Somalia Protection 
Cluster;  Dec. 14, 2007
Footnote:  Estimated # of IDPs to-date is rounded for planning purpose. 
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AGRICuLTuRE

Cereal Crop Establishment and Production
Overall, crop establishment in the south is considered normal in Juba, Bay, Bakool, Gedo and the Shabelle regions, 
with the exception of the coastal rainfed areas of the Shabelle regions where crop establishment is reported to be very 
poor.  Crop establishment and development in riverine areas of the Lower and Middle Juba and Lower and Middle 
Shabelle is reported to be average.  In the Juba regions, land flooded during the previous season is now planted in 
off-season crops, including sesame, cowpea and maize and these are well established. As these crops were planted 
progressively over time, there will be continuous labour opportunities in the coming months for weeding and harvest-
ing. Throughout most of the rainfed areas in southern Somalia, including the Bay region, cereal crop establishment 
is good due to normal to above normal rainfall. The exceptions are areas with below normal rainfall, including the 
coastal areas of the Lower and Middle Shabelle, and northern Hiran (Bulo Butri and Belet Weyne). In areas that use 
tractors for cultivation, the area planted in cereals is expected to be less than previous years due to the high cost of 
fuel and tractor hire charges crop pests are a continuing problem. 

In the Cowpea Belt areas of the Middle Shabelle and south Galgaduud, near normal rainfall during October resulted 
in good germination, however, a long dry period in November led to a partial crop failure. In the northwest, crop pro-
duction in agricultural areas of Awdal and West Galbeed regions is the second highest in a decade, following above 
normal Gu/Karan rains.  Total cereal production is estimated at 26,744 MT (22,722 MT of sorghum and 4,022 MT of 
maize), which is 107% of last year’s Gu/Karan 2006.

Cereal Prices and Terms of Trade
Southern Somalia: Locally produced maize and sorghum 
prices, as well as imported cereal prices (wheat flour and rice, 
in southern Somalia have increased steadily over the last 12 
months, with the sharpest increases in the last six months, and 
are now at record high price levels in several markets.  

The dramatic price increases for locally produced cereals 
are the result of limited local cereal supplies following the 
lowest cereal production in a last decade (Gu ’07 was 31% 
of the PWA 1995-2006), combined with increased demand 
for locally produced cereals due to skyrocketing imported 
cereal prices.  Imported cereal prices increases are due to 
devaluation of the SoSh against the dollar, (35-40% de-
valuation since January 2007), which makes imports more 
expensive, combined with reduced import cereal supplies 
due to insecurity related disruptions in trade flows. 

Maize and sorghum prices throughout southern Somalia 
have increased 100 to 150% since January 2007 and are 
now 30% to 100% higher compared to their 5-year average 
price levels (Figure 2 and 3).  These magnitudes of price 
increases for locally produced cereals are observed in all 
the main markets in Gedo, Bay, Bakool, Juba, Shabelle, 
and Hiran regions.  Similarly, in the same markets im-
ported cereal prices (rice and wheat flour), which are on 
average three to five times more expensive than locally 
produced cereals, increased 85% to 120% in the last 12 
months.  
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Figure 1: Regional Trends in Cereal Prices (SoSh) 

increased competition for available pasture and more specifically water will continue to fuel increasing tensions until 
the next rains in April, further increasing the risk of resource based conflicts and limit mobility within the area, both 
for vehicles and livestock.  

In Sool region, approximately 60-70% of the inhabitants of Las Anod town (UNDP 2005: population 24,000) fled 
in mid-September following political unrest, which reportedly killed 30-40 persons. Most of the displacement is to 
nearby settlements and villages, where they have joined relatives and friends. A reconciliation meeting ended on 
November 23 and while there is some degree of stability in the area, no significant outcome was reached. IDPs are 
reluctant to return to Las Anod until there is reconciliation.
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Figure 2: Shabelle Trends in Maize Prices
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agriculture

The highest price increases for locally produced cereals has occurred in Hiran region, where prices have increased 
145% in the last six months (since May 2007), are the highest in all of southern Somalia, and currently both maize and 
sorghum prices are more than double the 5-year average prices for this time of year (currently maize is 5,200 SoSh/kg 
and sorghum is 5,640 SoSh/kg) (Figure 3). Shabelle region has had the second highest local cereal price increases and 
the price of maize currently (3,529 SoSh/kg) has doubled since January 2007, and is currently 88% higher as compared 
to the 5-year average (SoSh 1,876) (Figure 2).  Sorghum prices in the Shabelle regions have also doubled in the last 
year, are at their highest level in the post-war era, and are currently 50% higher as compared to the 5-year average 
(SoSh 2,196).  In both Juba and Gedo regions, maize prices are currently 50% higher as compared to the 5-year aver-
age. Sorghum prices in Bakool region are 25% higher compared to the 5-year average, while in Bay region are 41% 
higher compared to the 5-year average. Imported cereal prices in southern Somalia have also increased significantly, 
and are leading to increased demand for locally produced cereals.  Rice prices in the all the southern main markets, 
including Hiran, have increased 85 to 120% since January this year, and are currently at all time high levels, between 
13,500 (13000 in Belet Weyne) to 16,600 SoSh/kg. Wheat flour prices have also increased dramatically and are also 
at record high levels in Southern markets (SoSh 11,300 to 15,750).  

The central and northern regions are also facing significantly increased and record high prices for rice, which is the main 
staple commodity in these regions (Figure 4 and Market section), which is leading to increased demand for cheaper 
locally produced cereals. Central regions are experiencing the highest rates of increase and the highest price levels 
in recent history.  Rice prices in this region have doubled since January 2007 and are at record peak levels of 15,000 
SoSh/kg.  The largest increase in rice prices occurred in the last six months, with rice prices increasing 80% since May 
2007.  Rice prices have also doubled since January 2007 
in the northeast, and the current rice price levels in this 
region are also at all time high at 12,900 SoSH/kg.   Rice 
prices in the northwest have also increased since January 
2007, but at 23% increase, are lower rates of increase as 
compared to other regions.  Still field reports indicate that 
the demand for locally produced cereals in the northwest, 
(the Gu/Karan sorghum production is above normal, see 
Agriculture section) has also increased following the price 
increases for rice.  

The scale and magnitude of the cereal price increases and 
record levels is a unique and significant event – one that 
is a serious threat to household food security, as cereal 
market purchases are a main source of food for most 
poor rural populations and all urban populations. In areas 
where the Deyr cereal production prospects are poor, 
such as in Hiran and some rainfed areas of Shabelle, low 
production will mean higher reliance on market purchases 
in a time with sky rocketing cereal prices.  Similarly, in 
areas where civil insecurity is continuing to increase, 
disrupting economic activities and trade, the impact of 
price increases on household food security will be more 
severe, as income opportunities will be limited.  For the 
670,000 newly displaced people from Mogadishu and the 
host communities supporting these IDPs, the food price 
increases will have a significant impact on food access and 
food security, threatening to accelerate their deteriorating 
humanitarian situation.

On the positive side, farmers with surplus Deyr cereal 
production will benefit from favourable prices for the sale 
of their crops. Given that import cereal prices are unlikely 
to decline significantly (due to continuing insecurity and 
SoSh devaluation), the increased deman for relatively 
cheaper locally produced cereals will likely keep locally 
produced cereal prices higher over the coming months. 
FSAU will closely monitor food prices in the coming 
weeks. Income opportunities for rural poor households in 
most of the southern Somalia, including Juba, Shabelle, 
Bay, Bakool, and Gedo has improved due to increased 
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Figure 5: Regional Trends in Terms of Trade: Cereal to 
Labour
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In September 2007, swarms of locusts from Yemen 
moved to the northern regions of Sanag and Bari and 
then later migrated to the Hawd plateau of Nugal and 
Mudug regions. During that period, locust laid eggs 
in the soft soil of the Addun Livelihood Zone (Map 
5) in North Mudug, while many more migrated to 
Ethiopia where they laid eggs in the Ogaden region. 
Others migrated to Galgadud (Dhusamareeb district) 
and Hiran (Buloburti district) regions. 

Reports from the northeast during November indi-
cate that locust hopper bands of the gregarious type 
were still in the Hawd and Sool Plateau area. These 
hopper bands are reported to be spreading towards 
the Hawd Pastoral areas of Galkayo and Goldogob 
in Mudug region, as well as Burtinle and Garowe in 
Nugal region and are damaging pasture. 

Rains in early November in Addun pastoral areas in 
the central region provided suitable conditions for the 
eggs to hatch and it will be four weeks before these 
wingless hoppers become to adults. Large swarms are 
expected to form again in mid-December ’07.

Further south locusts from Ethiopia migrated to Ba-
kool (Elbarde district) and from there they split. One 
swarm went to Teyeglow district of Bakool region and 
on to Burhakaba in Bay region and to Wanleweyne 
district of Lower Shebelle. The second swarm flew to Wajid and Rabdhurre districts of Bakool region and then 
passed to Qansaxdhere district of Bay region.  Others flew to Burdhuubo, Garbaharrey and Luq, then to Belethawo 
districts of Gedo region where they laid eggs.

Once eggs are laid they can remain dormant until it rains again and conditions are suitable for hatching. There is 
concern that any eggs laid during November and December will then hatch during the onset of the Gu rains (April) 
with the potential to damage crops and pasture. Locusts can consume the equivalent of their body mass each day 
(2 g) in green vegetation: leaves, flowers, park, stems, fruits, and seeds. Nearly all crops and plants are at risk.  
FSAU Field Analysts will closely monitor locust developments and effects on crop and pasture. 

Hopper bands in Hawd Livelihood Zone of Nugal region, FSAU November '07

LOCuSTS SwARMS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER

Map 5: Locust watch

agricultural opportunities, such as first and second weeding, and increases in wage labour rates.  The purchasing power, 
for those households who can access labor, has also improved slightly over the last couple of months with increased 
labour rates.  For example, the terms of trade (cereal/ day labor wage) in Shabelle increased by 24% and in Juba in-
creased by 8% between October and November 2007.  However, the November terms of trade this year is 20%, 28% 
and 43% lower than November 2006 for Shabelle, Juba and the Sorghum Belt, respectively (Figure 5). 
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livestock

LIVESTOCk

Rangeland Conditions and Livestock Migration
In the northern regions rangeland conditions are aver-
age to good due to good Gu/Karan (in the northwest) 
and Deyr rains. Exceptions, however, are pockets of 
eastern Nugal valley (Garowe and Taleh), eastern Hawd 
plateau of Eyl, the western part of Sool-Sanaag plateau 
(El-afweyn and Erigabo) and the Addun pastoral of 
south Jariban. In Sanaag region, rains did not fully 
replenish berkads and the main boreholes that serve 
large pastoral populations are not properly functioning. 
As these areas also receive Hays rains in December the 
performance of these late rains will be critical and will 
be closely monitored. Livestock migration in the north 
is generally normal, however, there are exceptions and 
outmigration is reported from Balliweyn of Togdheer 
region and crossing the border into Ethiopia and from 
eastern Sanag to Ufeyn of Bari region (Map 6). 

Rangeland conditions in most of the pastoral areas of 
Hiran, northern Galgadud, and southern Mudug regions 
are poor and will continue to deteriorate during the long 
dry Jilaal season (January-April) due to below normal 
Deyr rains that were preceded by poor Gu 2007 rains.  
Water is severely limited in most areas of the central 
regions, and berkads, the main source of water for these 
areas, were not replenished by the Deyr rains. 

In several areas, therefore, berkads are either already 
empty or are rapidly being depleted, such that they will 
not last through the long dry Jilaal season.  In many 
areas, water shortages have already been ongoing since 
early September and pastoralists are dependent on water trucking.  In Hobyo district and along the coastal area Deyr 
rains were also poor, and pasture regeneration is hampered by overgrazing due to large livestock concentrations over 
the region. Livestock out migration from north Galgaduud is restricted due to insecurity, therefore livestock body 
conditions are at risk of deteriorating. In Shabelle regions, pasture shortages are reported in all coastal zones of the 
region, and has resulted in abnormal livestock migration to favorable areas in Wanle Weyn, Jowhar, Balad and Afgoye 
districts. In contrast, pasture has improved in the areas between the west bank of Shabelle River and Bay region, due 
to good Deyr rains and this has replenished water catchments.  Pasture, browse, livestock migrations and water condi-
tions in other parts of southern regions are reported to be normal.  The recent floods in Afgoye district affected some 
grazing areas and have forced livestock to remain in the coastal and riverine areas. 

Livestock Body Conditions and Production
Overall, livestock body conditions in the southern regions remains average to good, which is reflected in high livestock 
prices and terms of trade (livestock to cereal).  Both cattle and sheep/goats reproduction is medium, while camels 
started calving and will continue with an expected medium to high rate in January ’08. Milk production has increased 
significantly, which has improved both supply and accessibility as milk prices decline. Generally, milk production 
has increased in Juba, Bay/Bakool and Middle Shabelle, due to high calving and kidding rates of all species, while in 
Middle Shabelle kidding/calving of all species remains low to medium. 

Livestock body conditions for all livestock species in northern Galgaduud region are deteriorating and sourthern Mu-
dug, but in other areas of the central regions livestock body conditions remain average to good. The below average 
Deyr rains and very low of pasture regeneration will have a negative impact on livestock conditions over the long dry 
Jilaal months. In the northern regions, livestock body conditions are good to average and herd sizes increased due 
to successive favorable seasons. Approximately 80% of the adult female camels that conceived in Deyr ‘06/07 are 
expected to give birth in late December and early January ‘08. Camel milk availability has increased significantly due 
to increasing camel calving rates. There are no outbreaks of livestock disease reported, however, acute pneumonia for 
goats was observed in all areas of northwest regions causing some abortion and body deterioration.
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Livestock Prices
In the southern regions, livestock prices for all species 
have increased considerably throughout the year as the 
result of good body conditions, reproduction and livestock 
production. For example Nov. ‘07 cattle prices are 217% 
in Juba, 153% in Shabelle and 184% Sorghum Belt com-
pared to Nov. ’06. Cattle prices in these areas are even 
higher compared to 5-year average FSAU Market Update 
Dec ‘07). In the central and northeast regions, livestock 
prices have continued to increase since Gu ‘06. Compared 
to Nov. ‘06 the price of export quality goats increased by 
115% and by 122% in the central and the northeast. In 
contrast, the northwest export quality goat prices declined 
slightly by 11%. 

Throughout central, northeast and northwest regions, as 
compared to Nov. 5-year average, export quality goat 
prices increased   by 119%, 144% and 148%, respectively. 
Despite the high livestock prices, pastoral purchasing 
power or terms of trade (TOT) between goat and cereal 
in all regions shows a declining trend due to significantly 
increased cereal prices.  In the southern regions, the TOT 
of local quality goats to cereal decreased from November 
‘06 to Nov. ‘07 by 31% (155 kg), in the Shabelle regions, 
by 28% (140 kg) in the Sorghum Belt, and by 14% (147 
kg) in Juba regions (Figure 1). When compared to the 
5-year Nov. average, the TOT is 23% lower in the Shabelle 
regions and 14% lower in the Sorghum Belt, however, 
the Juba region gained 3%.  In the central, northeast and 
northwest regions, the TOT of local goat to rice declined by 45%, 46% and 29% as compared to Nov. ’06, respectively. 
This trend in TOT is similar to the 5-year Nov. average. 

Live animal exports recorded in Bossaso and Berbera ports over the five months (July ‘07 to Nov ‘07) total 1,712,696 
heads, of which 1,597,649712696 are sheep/goat, 98,611 cattle and 16,436 camels. This represents an increase of 30% 
compared to the same period last year. Apart from the Burao slaughter house, the remaining slaughter houses have 
been closed due to insecurity since January 07 and are therefore not exporting any chilled meat. The Burao slaughter 
house exported 35,128 carcasses between July and Nov.:- a decline of 48% compared to same period last the year due 
to low demand from Gulf States following the ongoing livestock ban since Dec. ‘06.  

MARkETS

The Somali shilling continues to devaluate against the US dollar in most of the main regional markets throughout the 
country (Figure 8). In the Bakaara market in Mogadishu, the shilling weakened by 53%, from SoSh 14,160 in January 
to 21,675 in November. Similarly, in the Shabelle region overall, the shilling depreciated by 60 %, from SoSh 13,520 
in January to 21,569 in November, while in the central regions the shillings depreciated by 49%, from SoSh 13,757 in 
January to 20,467 in November (Figure 8). 
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Figure 7: Regional Trends in Terms of Trade: Cereal to Goat
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Figure 8: Monthly Exchange Rates - SOSH and SLSH to uSD
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m
arkets/nutrition

NuTRITION

Central and northeast regions: FSAU and partners 
conducted two nutrition surveys in central and northeast 
regions at livelihood level from Oct. 30 to Nov. 9. The 
Hawd and Addun pastoral livelihoods zones span from 
Galgadud and Mudug regions in central region to south-
ern Nugal region in the northeast (Map 7). Preliminary 
results from the nutrition surveys indicate Critical Levels 
of acute malnutrition, and although a direct comparison 
is not possible given the lack of a previously comparable 
nutrition survey, earlier estimates based on information 
from health centre data, sentinel site data and rapid MUAC 
assessment data indicates a possible slight deterioration. 
Results are as follows:

Addun Livelihood Zone:  reported a Global Acute Mal-
nutrition (GAM) rate of 15.9% (12.8-18.9) and a Severe 
Acute Malnutrition (SAM) rate of 1.7% (0.76-2.6).  
Hawd Livelihood Zone: reported a GAM rate of 17.2% 
(14.1-20.5) and a SAM rate of 1.3% (0.55-2.1).  
The retrospective mortality rates indicate an acceptable 
level in both the Addun with Crude Mortality Rate 
(CMR) of 0.82 (0.38-1.25) level and the Hawd with CMR 
of 0.36 (0.14-0.58).

An analysis of the underlying causes indicates nearly 50% of the assessed chil-
dren had reported an illness in the two weeks prior to the assessments, which has 
a statistically significant association with the acute malnourished. In addition, 
in the Addun assessment, over 20% of the assessed households were displaced 
IDPs from the first wave of population movement from Mogadishu in February 
2007, with a further 19% of resident households hosting at least one IDP family. 
The impact of the displacement into the Hawd livelihood was less, with 5% of 
residents hosting IDP in the Hawd assessment and 4.2% of assessed household 
being newly displaced households. In both livelihoods, households reported the 
additional stress on resources with the IDP influx, which is also likely to be a 
contributing factor to the critical nutrition rates. Finally, due to below normal 
rains and subsequent reduced pasture, livestock have migrated away reducing 
access to livestock products, including milk to young children, which is also 
likely to have a negative impact on the nutritional status.  For more information please refer to the Oct/Nov FSAU 
Nutrition Update.

Map 7: The Addun and Hawd Livelihood Zones

 

 

These exchange rates are the highest seen in Somalia since 
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Southern regions 
Coastal areas of the Shabelle regions, parts of northern Bakool and a small area of Jamame district in the Juba region 
received poor Deyr rainfall. The remaining agricultural regions in the south received light to moderate rains, and 
in some places heavy rainfall. Most agricultural areas of Juba, Gedo, Bay and Bakool regions rain gauges recorded 
normal rainfall. 

Overall, crop establishment in the south is considered normal in Juba, Shabelle, Bay, southern Bakool and Gedo regions, 
while in the coastal areas of Shabelle regions crop establishment is reported to be very poor. Similarly, the availability 
of labour opportunities is generally normal in the southern regions as planting and weeding activities are ongoing and 
are generating income for the poorer households. In rainfed areas most farmers started planting before the onset of the 
rains to benefit from the first rains. Rainfed crop establishment is considered good in Juba, Shabelle, Bay and Gedo 
regions with the exception of some pockets in the Lower and Middle Shabelle. In riverine areas in the Lower Shabelle, 
high fuel prices and poor irrigation infrastructure has resulted in a reduced cropped area. During November, localized 
floods in Shabelle damaged pasture and farmland, as well as the road between Jowhar and Mogadishu, resulting in the 
disruption of markets. Localised floods also destroyed planted areas in Afgoye and Wanlaweyn districts and damaged 
the tarmac road connecting Mogadishu to Baidoa.

In Lower Shabelle, locally produced cereals and in some locations food aid is contributing to cereal availability in 
the markets throughout the Lower Shabelle. However, in Middle Shabelle cereal supply in the market is low in most 
reference markets. Maize prices have increased significantly in the last nine months in the primary maize and sorghum 
producing areas of the south (see Agricultural Section). Maize prices in Juba in Nov. ’07 are 75% higher than Nov 
‘06, and 50 % higher compared to the 5-year average. In the Shabelle regions, maize prices are 99% higher than same 
month of last year and 88% higher than the 5-year average. In Baidoa, sorghum prices in November are 29% higher than 
October ’07, due to the high demand of local cereals by the neighbouring regions and crop failure in Gu ’07 season. 

REGIONAL  ANALYSIS

Bakool Region: Action Contre La Faim 
(ACF) conducted a nutrition survey in wajid 
town and surrounding areas in November 
2007 and preliminary findings indicate a 
GAM rate of 14.3% (10.5-18.1) and a SAM 
rate of 0.8% (0.2-1.5).  These rates do not 
indicate any significant change from the 
most recent nutrition survey conducted in 
February 2007 by ACF, where a GAM rate 
of 15.6% (12.4-18.8) and a SAM rate of 
1.1% (0.2-2.0) were reported. Mortality rates 
of 1.55 (0.44-2.66) for the under five years 
and 0.57 (0.24-0.9) for the total population 
indicate levels below the emergency thresh-
olds.  More detailed analysis is currently 
on-going and for more information please 
contact ACF directly.  

Acute watery Diarrhoea (AwD) update: (wHO, Somaliland): Following reports of an increased number of 
cases of AWD in Berbera Town, the Ministry of Health and Labour established a taskforce to contain the outbreak. A 
review of the hospital records in Berbera revealed 537 cases of AWD from Oct 8 - 27 with 1 related death. As of Oct 
29, thirty- two cases of AWD were admitted into Gabiley district hospital with no related deaths. Efforts to contain 
the outbreak with refresher training of health workers of case definition and management and chlorination of water 
sources are ongoing

Ongoing Nutrition Assessments: From mid November to mid December FSAU and partners are planning to conduct 
eight nutrition assessments at livelihood level as follows: Hiran region (2), Bay region (1), Bakool region (2) and 
Juba regions (3). The results will be presented in the December Nutrition Update, which will be published in early 
January.
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Figure 11: Distribution of AwD cases by Age Group, Berbera Town, Sahil 
Region, Somaliland, 8th -26th October, 2007
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regional analysis

Pasture, grazing and water are available in most southern regions, with the exception of coastal areas of Shabelle 
region and northern Bakool region. Localized early migration of livestock started in Shabelle where livestock mi-
grated from east to the west side of the river. In Bakool, livestock migration is within the region. Overall, livestock 
body conditions in the southern regions remains average to good, which is reflected in high livestock prices and 
terms of trade (livestock to cereal). Both cattle and sheep/goats reproduction is medium while camels started calving 
and will continue with an expected medium to high rate in Jan. ’08. Milk production has increased significantly, 
which has improved both supply and accessibility as milk prices decline. 

Despite an increase in the daily wage rate of unskilled labor in the Shabelle region, the terms of trade between labor 
and cereal in November is still 20% below of the 5-year November average due to the high cost of all cereals. 

Central regions 
The performance of the Deyr rains in the central region is below the long term average in terms of both amount 
and distribution of rainfall over time. Rainfall during September and October partially improved water and pas-
ture conditions in the southern districts of Galgaduud and Hiran, however, the long dry spell during mid October 
and November reversed this trend. Cumulative seasonal rainfall through to November was between 0 and 50mm. 
Compared to the long term mean, most of these areas received less than 40 percent of the normal rains. Current 
browsing and water conditions are well below average and grazing conditions, particularly for cattle, are extremely 
poor, especially in northern parts of Galgaduud and Hiran and the coastal areas throughout the central regions. 
In Hiran, cattle pastoralists in Belet Weyne and Bulo Burti have migrated to south of Jalalaqsi and are likely to 
enter the Shabelle regions. In addition, agro-pastoralists are continuing to hand-feed their cattle and as a result 
have additional fodder expenses.  In Galgaduud region, water reserves in the south are very low in most parts of 
Harardhere, Eldher and Elbur districts and berkads and natural water catchments are likely to be depleted by late 
December. Internal livestock migration in search of pasture and water is high, and out migration is restricted due 
to conflict with the neighboring communities. In north Galgaduud and south Mudug, water trucking is continuing 
and large out migration to north Mudug, as well as Ethiopia, is ongoing. 

Overall, body conditions for all livestock species in north Galgaduud is deteriorating, but the rest of central regions 
remain average to good. However, the below average Deyr rains and very low of pasture regeneration will have a 
negative impact on livestock conditions over the months preceding the next Gu’08 rainy season (April to June ‘08). 
There are no reports of livestock disease. Cereal prices in Hiran region have reached the highest ever recorded and 
white sorghum is currently 5,640 SoSh/kg.  The cereal pipeline from Godei in Ethiopia has declined significantly 
due to crop failure and the devaluation of Somali Shilling against the dollar. The price of sorghum increased 88% 
from July to November ‘07.  The price of white maize (mainly from Ethiopia) has increased by 22% between July 
and November (from SoSh 4,250 to SoSh 5,200/Kg), and is 100% higher when compared to the same month last 
year. This doubling of cereal prices is an indication of poor Deyr crop production prospects in both agro-pastoral 
and riverine areas of the region. In the central regions, particularly in Dhusamareb and Galkayo districts, rice prices 
increased by 60% and 20% between July and November, respectively.  

The terms of trade (goat to cereal) is currently not favorable in Hiran and decreased 15% between July and Novem-
ber ‘07 in Beletweyne market (from 86 to 73 kg/head) and in central regions, the TOT in Galkayo decreased 47% 
over the same period (from 76.kg/head in Nov ‘06 to 41kg/head in Nov ‘07).  This is attributed to a doubling of 
rice prices from SoSh 7,000 to SoSh 14,000/kg. For riverine communities in Hiran, agricultural employment op-
portunities are limited due to the poor Deyr rains, poor crop establishment, and unwillingness of farmers to carryout 
weeding. This has reduced terms of trade between labor to cereal from 18 kg on Nov ’06 to 10 kg in Nov ‘07.

Northern regions
The performance of Deyr’07 rains is mixed in the northern regions in terms of amount, coverage and frequency of 
rainfall. According to satellite imagery and supported by field reports, above average Karan rains were received 
throughout West Galbeed and Awdal regions, and Togdheer. In Sool and Sanaag, average rains were received from 
late September to November, with the exception of western part of Sool-Sanaag plateau (El-afweyn and Erigabo). 
In Sanaag region, berkads have not been fully replenished and major boreholes that serve large pastoral populations 
are not properly functioning, these include Awrbogeys, Baragaha-qol, Ceel buh, Qabri-hulul, Ceel-Gaal, Kalowle 
and Karuure all of which require rehabilitation. 

In the northeast Coastal Deeh of Iskushuban, Hawd plateau of Eyl and eastern Nugal Valley of Garowe and Taleh, 
rains were significantly below average in terms of amount and distribution, while above-average and average rains 
were received in the Hawd, Sool Plateau and central Nugal Valley. Reports from the field also show that Awdal 
and W.Galbeed received extended good Gu/Karan rains in July-September and parts of northeast received good 
intensity rains during September and the first dekad of October. 
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Recent and forthcoming publications and releases

FSAU/FEWSNET Market Data Update, December 2007
FSAU/FEWSNET Climate Data Update, December  2007
FSAU Nutrition Update, October/November, 2007
FSAU Press Release, November 19, 2007
FSAU Technical Series Post Gu '07 Analysis, September 21, 2007 

NOTE: The above publications and releases are available on the FSAU website: www.fsausomali.org
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Migration of livestock is generally within the region, however, outmigration from Balliweyn of Togdheer region to 
cross border Ethiopia and pastoral from eastern Sanag to Ufeyn of Bari region is being reported. There is a notice-
able impact of rains on the pasture and browse regeneration, improved water availability and the body conditions 
of all livestock species in all parts of the north, despite below-average rains in parts of Sanaag and Nugal Valley. 
Given the good rains in the northwest, an estimated area of 37,562 Ha of sorghum and maize were harvested, of 
which 85% is sorghum and 15% maize. About 70% of the cropped area is in Gabilley district, with the remainder 
from Baki/Borama, Hargeisa, and Togdheer. The estimated crop production is 26,744MT (22,722MT sorghum, and 
4,022MT maize). This is 7% higher than the Gu/Karan ’06 cereal crop production (25,020MT), 49% higher than 
the PWA (1998-2006) and 26% higher than the five year average (2002-2006).   

Combined livestock exports from Berbera and Bossaso ports has been increasing over the last five months (July – 
November) in response to the Ramadan and Hajj and higher demand from the Gulf States. There has been a dramatic 
increase in total livestock exports from Berbera and Bossaso ports from 222,074 heads in July ‘07 to 714,624 animals 
in Nov.’07. The total livestock exported through Berbera Port in November ’07 was 327,819 heads, which is an 
increase of 170% compared to October ’07, and is an increase of 257% compared to the same time last year.   

November livestock exports from Bossaso Port, is the highest ever recorded (386,725 Heads), which is an increase 
of 228% compared to October ‘07, and this is 162% higher than what was exported during the same month last year.  
Burao slaughter house exported 12,000 carcass heads in November, which is 129% higher than October exports 
(5,235 carcass heads) and is 23% lower than same month of last year. 

In the northwest, the average price of export quality goats increased from SlSh 182,625 in October to SlSh 205,375 
in November and is 11% lower than the price in November ’06. The local quality goat price increased slightly 
from SlSh 148,875 in October to SlSh 163,125 in November. Terms of trade (rice to local quality goat) increased 
slightly October to November but is 29% lower compared to Nov ‘06. In the northeast, export quality goat prices 
have decreased by 2% in November (SoSh 600,938) compared to October ’07 but is 22% higher compared to the 
same month last year. Terms of trade between local quality goat and imported rice in November decreased by 9% 
compared to October ’07.


