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16.2 Million
Food insecure people in Ethiopia, 
Kenya and Somalia

3.7 Million
People displaced in Kenya, Somalia and 
Ethiopia by drought conditions

HORN OF AFRICA DROUGHT RESPONSE

Oxfam delivers water to Gawsawayne village in Sanaag Region in Somaliland.
Allan Gichigi/Oxfam

20.3 Million
People affected by drought in the region



Somalia remains one of the top ten countries with the highest prevalence of malnutrition 
in the world. 1.2 million children will continue to be malnourished including 48,000 children 
with life-threatening severe malnutrition in the next one year. According to UNICEF, USD 
1.1 million is needed in the beginning of 2018 to treat 3.5 million children in Ethiopia for 
moderate acute malnutrition and 333,500 for severe acute malnutrition. In Kenya the 
ministry of health confirmed a new measles and malaria outbreak in Daadab and Marsabit 
in November 2017 affecting 1260 people.
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Diseases outbreak are expected to continue into 2018 across the Horn of 
Africa due to unmet humanitarian needs. Reports indicate a rise of measles 
cases in Somalia and Ethiopia while AWD cases have declined in the two 
countries. People at risk in Ethiopia are estimated at 6 million and Somalia at 
4.3 million. In Kenya 3,304 cases and 60 deaths have been reported to date 
however cholera cases have stabilized in the recent past.

The Government of Kenya has predicted that six counties are in alarm drought 
status and worsening, five counties are in alert drought status. Only 50% of 
Kenya’s 23 ASAL counties are experiencing normal drought status. There is an 
estimate that the number of people severely food insecure will reduce from 3.4 
million to around 2 million people.

Conflict remains one of the key drivers of displacement in the Horn of Africa. 
In Somalia 2.1 million are internally displaced, as of November 2017 an 
estimated 1.1 million in Ethiopia have been displaced and in Kenya 15,957 
children are reportedly displaced by the drought. 

According to OCHA humanitarian funding needs exceeded US$ 3.5B despite the gen-
erous support from donors in 2017. The recently launched Somalia HRP is 
underfunded at 97.9%, while Unicef requires US $1.1M to meet the humanitarian 
needs of 3.5 million children in Ethiopia. With needs still remaining high into 2018, 
funding levels will need to be sustained and where feasible increased.

CONTEXT HIGHLIGHTS

In Somalia, Lower than expected Deyr rains have been received in Sool, 
Toghdeer and Sanaag regions. Although falling short of expectations, this 
provided some relief to drought conditions. Due to the significant livestock 
loss during the last 3 years of recurrent drought, rains will not suffice to 
enable households to re-establish a pastoralist livelihood.

The Horn of Africa has been hotter and drier than normal in January following an early cessation of seasonal rains 
around mid-December. This is likely to result in further deterioration of pasture and water resources, most notably in pas-
toral and marginal agricultural areas of Somalia, Ethiopia and parts of northern Kenya. Humanitarian needs are expected 
to remain significant, an estimated 7.4 million (latest figure) in Ethiopia, 6.2 million in Somalia and 3.4 million in Kenya will 
require food assistance in the first half of 2018. 
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OXFAM HORN OF AFRICA DROUGHT RESPONSE

Oxfam has reached a total of 500,578 
people in Turkana, Wajir and Nairobi.

WASH: The construction of a 65,000 
cubic metres water tank in Wajir, is 
completed and is currently serving 
15,000 people. In Turkana 965 people 
have benefited through repairs of ex-
isting water systems that Oxfam has 
supported. 

CASH TRANSFERS: 36,006 people 
have benefited from cash transfers in 
Turkana and Wajir. Oxfam in Turkana 
has been working with Equity Bank to 
ensure 4278 people are able to 
convert conditional cash transfers of 
KES 900 for water to unconditional 
cash transfers. 
  
CHOLERA RESPONSE: 124,253 
people have been reached with 
door to door risk communication and 
health messaging focusing on signs 
and symptoms of cholera, prevention 
measures and ways of measuring 
a suspected case at household and 
community level. 

HYGIENE PROMOTION: 6,462 
households were reached on public 
health awareness in the communities 
by Community Health Volunteers.
Oxfam followed up on the use and 
maintenance of hand washing 
facilities in villages sampled under 
Swift end line survey.

FUNDING: The humanitarian pro-
gramme will have exhausted all 
current drought related funds by end 
of February with the exception of 
190,000 GBP allocated from Appeals. 

As of December 2017, the total 
number of beneficiaries reached was 
134,163. In January 2018, Oxfam has 
reached 43,685 people in Sool, 
Togdheer and Sanaag regions. 

WASH: Oxfam is in the final stages of 
creating a memorandum of 
understanding with the Ministry of 
Education to facilitate school WASH 
activities and water agency for 
provision of water kiosks.

HYGIENE PROMOTION AND 
SANITATION: Oxfam is securing a 
third operational area that will be used 
for registration and verifications of 
beneficiaries to benefit from hygiene 
kits and latrines.

PUBLIC HEALTH PROMOTION: 
Cases of AWD have continued to 
reduce however the rising population  
in camps is likely to lead to further 
outbreaks. The team is training volun-
teerson how to prepare ORS. 

CASH TRANSFERS: 3,258 new 
beneficiaries were reached for 
unconditional cash transfer. 3,084 
people who were affected by AWD 
in Burao also received unconditional 
cash transfer.

LIVELIHOODS SUPPORT: As a 
result of the short rainfalls fodder was 
harvested in Qubdiga village. The 
fodder harvested will sustain 12,000 
heads of livestock of 300 households 
for approximately 60-70 days during 
the dry season.

As of January, Oxfam has reached 
878,443 people in the Southern 
Somali region namely Korahe, Jarar, 
Fafan, Erer, Doolo and Afder zones.  

WASH: The total number of people 
supported with daily water is 864,776.  
Oxfam supplied 264,548m3  of water 
to over 100 distribution sites in both 
IDP camps and institutions in 21 
districts of six zones of Somalia 
region. 33,500 people have benefited 
from Borehole rehabilitation and 
borehole drillings. Out of the 33 
borehole rehabilitations undertaken, 
18 have been completed. 

CASH TRANSFER: Oxfam has 
reached a total of 209,724 people 
through cash based intervention.

LIVESTOCK SUPPORT: A total of  
638,056 heads of livestock from have 
been treated while1,855,121 heads 
of livestock have been vaccinated 
against drought related diseases.

HYGIENE PROMOTION AND 
COMMUNITY MOBILIZATION: 
18,665  people have benefited from 
latrines and hand washing facilities. 
123,672 people have been reached 
through hygiene promotion and    
community sessions mainly using 
trained community health volunteers 
in Woredas. 

GENDER AND PROTECTION: 
A total of 1,984 beneficiaries were 
reached through protection monitoring 
of needs, GBV, WASH and IDP 
committees. 

KenyaEthiopia Somalia



KEY ADVOCACY MESSAGES

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS

Despite famine being generally averted across the Horn of Africa in 2017, millions of people are inches away from emergency 
and possible famine with the projection of humanitarian needs remaining high or worsening in the first half of 2018.  Contin-

ued scale up of life saving efforts through localized, integrated and multi-sectoral approach should be prioritized to prevent further 
emergency and loss of lives. 

Acute and widespread food insecurity plus increased internal displacement have contributed to further deterioration of the over-
all nutrition situation in the region with over 4.2 million children expected to be treated for severe malnutrition in 2018. This 

calls for further investment amongst donors and integration emergency response amongst humanitarian partners to respond to 
malnutrition, food security  and resilience where the context allows.

DONOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
DEC, EU Humanitarian Aid, Global Affairs Canada via Oxfam Canada, GFO via Oxfam Germany, ECHO RRM via Internation-

al Rescue Committee, Irish Aid via Oxfam Ireland, SHO/Giro555, SIDA, UNICEF, UNOCHA, UK AID Match, USAID/OFDA; 
Oxfam affiliates: Oxfam America, Oxfam Canada, Oxfam France, Oxfam Great-Britain, Oxfam Hong-Kong, Oxfam Ibis, Oxfam 
Intermon, Oxfam Ireland, Oxfam Novib and the generous contribution of the public and Oxfam supporters via fundraising appeals 
and voluntary contributions.

Oxfam Horn of Africa Drought
Response Budget $53,155,640
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In Gawsawayne, a village that lacks 
a dedicated health centre, Jama (43) 
works as a roving doctor based in a 
small house where he stores 
medication and a small amount of 
food supplies. With the nearest health 
facility many miles away, people in 
Gawsawayne rely on Jama for their 
medical treatment, and since the 
drought started he is busier than ever 
before. “The area we are dealing with 
is quite extensive and there are so 
many people living within the area. 
More people come here because of 
the water, but people living this close 
creates more risks to diseases.”
Across Somaliland water levels have 
rapidly declined and the widespread 
loss of livestock is devastating to    
communities who depend on them for 
milk, meat and to make a living. There 
is an increasingly serious threat of 
water-borne diseases,

oxfam provide FREE WATER for Drought affected patients.

Francesco Rigamonti
Drought Response Regional Operational Lead
frigamonti@ght.oxfam.org

Coralie Rey
Drought Response Regional Funding Coordinator
crey1@oxfam.org.uk

Georgette Adrianne
Drought Response Regional Communications Support
GAdrianne@oxfam.org.uk

CONTACT DETAILS:

and rising food prices make it difficult 
for families to cope. “There is con-
stant pressure now and we have no 
transport to move around and visit 
patients. This whole community does 
not have a dedicated health centre 
with fully functioning facilities. This 
forces me to move around and vis-
it patients in their premises. Oxfam 
water trucking has helped the whole 
community. The health service uses 
a high quantity of water to help the 
community as the biggest number of 
patients are women and children who 
are the most vulnerable. The water 
provided by Oxfam is given to us free 
of charge, I know they are buying the 
water, but they are giving to us free of 
charge. We mix up the Oral Rehydra-
tion Salts for everyone to drink. The 
water we are receiving is good quality 
and it has helped us immensely by 
reducing costs, and  

patients to take their  medications as 
it is easier to swallow. It also helps 
us when people use clean water for 
cooking. If people drink clean water 
they are less likely to be sick. This has 
also boosted the morale of the whole 
community, so all in all the water has 
helped us very much.”

Oxfam has been trucking clean 
water to 1,830 households (10,980 
beneficiaries) in Sanaag Region 
and 1,679 households (10,074 
beneficiaries) in Sool Region.
873 households in Sool Region 
(5,238 beneficiaries) and 875 
households in Sanaag Region 
(5,250 
beneficiaries) have received food 
security through cash transfers 
via mobile phone enabling them to 
buy  food according to the needs of 
their family.

Oxfam provides free water to medical practitioners that is used 
to treat patients in Gawsawayne. Allan Gichigi/Oxfam

Denis Kongere
Drought Response Regional Policy and Campaigns Manager
DKongere@oxfam.org.uk


