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Nominations requested for the 

CERF Advisory Group 
The Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) has formally 
invited all Member States to nominate candidates to 
serve as new members on the Advisory Group of 
CERF. The Secretary-General will select new experts to 
serve on the Advisory Group from a range of partners 
and stakeholders, including Member States, non-
governmental organizations, international 
organizations, practitioners, and academic and research 
institutions.

This will be the second rotation of members of the 
Advisory Group since its establishment in 2006. 
Members of the Advisory Group provide guidance and 
advice to the ERC on the use and impact of the Fund, 
and make recommendations on the Fund’s 
replenishment.  

All nominations have been requested by 30 July 2009 
so that the Secretary-General may announce the new 
members in time for their participation in the next 
Advisory Group meeting in early November. 

 

Mid-year funding review highlights
success, need for more

contributions

Despite the continuing world economic downturn, 
supporters of CERF have stepped up and provided more 
than $387 million to the Fund for operations in 2009. 
Seventy-three Member States and the Holy See, 
together with several private donors, have contributed 
to the Fund so far this year. 

The top donors continue to provide the majority of 
funding for CERF. The United Kingdom ($61,444,000), 

 the Netherlands ($55,668,000), Sweden ($49,367,572), 
Norway ($42,734,983), Spain ($38,860,104), Canada 
($31,850,960), Ireland ($25,906,000) and Germany 
($19,522,484) have pledged or contributed $325 million 
of the $387 million in total funding (see Table 1). 

Efforts to broaden the base of contributors to CERF 
have had some success. Thirteen Member States have 
made first-time contributions to the Fund in 2009. 
Qatar, which had contributed a total of $2.1 million to 
the Fund since 2006, has pledged $10.5 million for 
2009 thanks in part to the efforts of Abdul Aziz 
Arrukban, Special Humanitarian Envoy of the 
Secretary-General. Two new non-state donors—Abu 
Dhabi National Energy Company and the Red Crescent 
Society of the United Arab Emirates—have also made 
first-time contributions.  

While a number of governments have increased their 
contributions in national currencies, fluctuations in 
currency rates have resulted lower total contributions in 
U.S. dollar terms.  This has made achieving the annual 
$450 million funding goal a challenge. Additional 
contributions will be required in order to reach the 
target. 

Table 1: Top ten contributors to CERF in 2009 (as at 
30 June) 

Country Amount (US$) 
United Kingdom**  61,444,000 
Netherlands  55,668,000 
Sweden  49,367,572 
Norway  42,734,983 
Spain*  38,860,104 
Canada**  31,850,960 
Ireland**  25,906,000 
Germany 19,522,484 
Qatar* 10,000,000 
Denmark  8,544,087 

*Unpaid pledge 
**Paid in part 
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Somali refugees,  © IRIN/ Kenya 

CERF gives $4.2 million to assist 
Somali refugees in Kenya 

John Holmes, the United Nations Emergency Relief 
Coordinator (ERC), has allocated some $4.2 million in 
emergency funding from CERF to help thousands of 
Somali refugees in Kenya. 

The funds will 
help to kick-start 
a programme to 
alleviate severe 
overcrowding in 
three camps in 
Dadaab, Kenya, 
which now host 
some 279,000 
refugees. The 
largest portion, 
some $2.6 
million, will go 
to an 
International 
Organisation for 
Migration (IOM) 
programme to 
relocate some 

12,700 people from Dadaab to a camp in Kakuma, 
Kenya, benefiting not only those who are relocated but 
also the people who remain in Dadaab by easing the 
strain on scarce resources. Another $1.6 million will go 
to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) and partners to help them provide support 
services such as the provision of food and healthcare in 
the Kakuma camp. Many of these activities will be 
carried out by Kenya’s Department of Refugee Affairs 
(DRA) as well as non-governmental organizations 
including the Lutheran World Foundation (LWF), the 
National Council of Churches in Kenya (NCCK) and 
the International Rescue Committee (IRC). 

Overcrowding in Dadaab camp has led to deteriorating 
security conditions, and has reduced access to clean 
water and sanitation facilities, thereby worsening 
already difficult living conditions. Also of concern is 
the immediate risk of the outbreak of epidemics in the 
camps. Somali refugees continue to arrive at a rate of 
8,000 per month, with current estimates suggesting that 
60,000 more refugees may arrive in the second half of 
the year. 

This is the third CERF allocation aimed at helping 
Somali refugees in Kenya this year, bringing the total 
amount to $10.4 million. In May, UNHCR received 
some $1.2 million to build shelters in a camp in 
northwestern Kenya, to which refugees are moving 
because conditions in the severely overcrowded Dadaab 
camps have fallen below acceptable standards.  More 
than 85 percent of all of Kenya’s 320,000 refugees are 
now sheltered in the three congested camps at Dadaab 
in Kenya’s Northeastern Province. In January, CERF 
had allocated some $5 million to three UN agencies to 
help people in Dadaab. 

In 2009, the ERC has already allocated nearly $54 
million to East Africa and the Horn of Africa. Of this, 
$10 million was allocated to Somalia to assist conflict 
affected populations and $2 million was allocated to 
Eritrea in part to support Somali refugees.  

Country allocations and highlights
for June 2009

In June, CERF provided allocations for emergency 
assistance to relief agencies working in Chad, Kenya 
and Pakistan. 

Chad

In May, CERF provided $1.2 million in support of 
17,000 refugees and 5,000 beneficiaries in host 
communities following an influx of refugees from the 
Central African Republic. An additional allocation of 
$746,860 has been provided to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in June to 
support protection and logistics activities, as well as the 
distribution of shelter, hygiene and kitchen supplies. 

Pakistan

The continuing offensive by the Government of 
Pakistan against Islamic extremists has displaced over 
three million people in the north-western part of the 
country. Humanitarian needs among the displaced are 
acute. In order to kick-start the most pressing relief 
operations for hundreds of thousands of the most 
acutely affected persons displaced by the conflict, 
CERF disbursed more than $8.3 million in emergency 
funding in May to eight UN relief agencies operating in
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the country to provide food, shelter, water, medical 
treatment and other assistance. Red Locust disaster in Eastern 

Africa prevented: CERF funding 
critical to success of programme 

Preparing for locust control © FAO/Tanzania

In June, an additional allocation of $540,000 was 
released to the United Nations Department of Safety 
and Security (UNDSS) through the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). The funding will be 
used to provide security and protection to humanitarian 
workers delivering relief goods to the victims of 
conflict. Support will include security training, 
emergency communications, risk assessments and 
regular security updates. 

An international Red Locust emergency campaign in 
Eastern and Southern Africa succeeded in containing a 
massive locust outbreak in Tanzania. The campaign 
was organized and coordinated by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
together with the International Locust Control 
Organization for Central and Southern Africa (IRLCO-
CSA).

Table 2: Top ten recipient countries of CERF funding 
in 2009 (as at 30 June)* 

Country Funds Allocated (US$) 
Sri Lanka 21,250,277 
Zimbabwe 17,881,348 
Sudan 16,986,029 
Kenya 13,298,355 
Congo, The 
Democratic 
Republic of the 12,950,354 
Somalia 9,999,999 
Korea, The 
Democratic People’s 
Republic of 9,999,909 
Ethiopia 9,666,134 
Palestinian territory, 
occupied 9,409,055 
Pakistan 8,890,399 

* US$194,591,843 has been disbursed in 2009

"This year's Red Locust campaign brought all the 
important players together in time to prevent a 
potentially very dangerous situation,” said Christian 
Pantenius, a senior FAO locust expert. “The UN's 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) contributed 
nearly $2 million, under its first ever regional project, 
which allowed aerial survey and control operations to 
be launched quickly and effectively. FAO provided 
around one million dollars from its own emergency 
funds," he added. 

The rapid intervention has markedly reduced Red 
Locust infestations thereby preventing a full-blown 
invasion that could have affected the food crops of 
around 15 million people in the region. It is the first 
time that bio-pesticides are being used on a large scale 
in Africa against locusts. Aerial survey and control 
operations will continue during the next weeks in 
Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania and Zambia, until the 
locust threat is fully under control. 

The ERC walks through the remains of the village of Sultanwas 
©OCHA/Pakistan  



"Without the rapid intervention involving affected 
countries and the international community, the Central 
and Southern Africa region could have faced a major 
Red Locust disaster, putting agriculture and the food 
production of millions of poor farmers at risk," said 
FAO Assistant Director-General Modibo Traoré. 

Surveys carried out in Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania 
and Zimbabwe by IRLCO-CSA and Ministries of 
Agriculture revealed serious Red Locust infestations, 
particularly in Tanzania. Affected countries launched 
an emergency appeal to FAO for assistance since they 
did not have the resources and equipment to respond 
instantly to large-scale locust infestations. Tanzania 
was one of the first countries at risk as it harboured four 
out of the eight recognized Red Locust outbreak areas 
in Central and Southern Africa. “Locust control 
campaigns are logistically very complex and require 
timely and well-targeted interventions using the most 
appropriate tactics to reduce locust infestations and 
avoid unwanted effects on the environment,” said Mr. 
Pantenius.

If not controlled, large swarms of Red Locusts can fly 
over vast areas of farmland, travelling over a distance 
of 20-30 kilometres per day and feeding on cereals, 
sugar cane, citrus and fruit trees, cotton, legumes and 
vegetables cultivated by often poor farmers, putting 
their lives and livelihoods at risk. A very small part of 
an average swarm (or about one tonne of locusts) eats 
the same amount of food in one day as around 2,500 
people.

Locust control interventions in Tanzania focused 
mainly on three areas: the Iku-Katavi National Park, the 
Lake Rukwa plains and the Malagarasi River Basin. 
FAO used the bio-pesticide Green Muscle®, which is 
not toxic to humans and kills only locusts and 
grasshoppers, so it has no other environmental side-
effects, to treat around 10,000 hectares infested with 
adult locusts. 
 
 

CERF Advisory Group’s 
recommendations and conclusions 

shared with Member States 

Following the Advisory Group meeting on 28 and 29 
April, a series of observations and recommendations 
were established regarding the operations and use of the 
Fund. The Advisory Group was pleased that the $450 
million target set by the General Assembly was 
exceeded in 2008. They noted that because of the global 
economic crisis, 2009 could be a challenging year and 
they called upon Member States to make every effort to 
increase their political and financial support of the 
Fund.

The Advisory Group attached great importance to 
progress made regarding the recommendations of the 
Two-year Evaluation, the revision of life-saving criteria 
that is used to target CERF funds, and the development 
of a Performance and Accountability Framework to 
ensure accountability and demonstrate the value added 
of the Fund. Further, they noted with appreciation 
improvements in financial and narrative reporting 
regarding the use of CERF funds. The Advisory Group 
meets twice every year and the next meeting will take 
place in early November. 

CERF provides critical training on 

accessing funds 
 
In the last year approximately 470 UN, national and 
international NGO, Red Cross Movement, and 
government representatives participated in trainings on 
CERF. Two more regional trainings will take place 
before the end of 2009. Regional representatives in 
Bangkok and Cairo will have the opportunity to learn 
more about how to access and report on the use of 
CERF funds. The Secretariat has found that CERF 
training and support for humanitarian partners has 
improved the speed and quality of the proposals and 
reports submitted to CERF, and thus improved the 
Fund’s efficiency and effectiveness.  
 

To subscribe to the newsletter, email 
cerf@un.org


