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If the positive development  taking 
place in many African countries 
should be sustained, the rich  world 
must give extra support.
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THE YEAR 2008 will be remembered by the world’s poorest 
countries as the year when the food crisis really hit with in-
creased food prices resulting in hunger. The World Bank es-
timates that the number of people living in utmost poverty 
and hunger increased by more than one hundred million, 
which means that right now one billion people are starving. 
This has serious consequences. Every day 24,000 persons 
die from hunger. Every fifth second a child dies from hunger. 
The number of malnourished and undernourished persons 
has increased to two billion. 
The consequences of the global warming are adding to the 
impact of the hunger crisis by the increasing number of cy-
clones, hurricanes, floods and drought.
DanChurchAid provided relief aid in Southern Africa, Central 
America, South Asia and especially Burma that was hit by 
this century’s worst cyclone. Our main objective has been 
and still is to fight hunger – both in emergency cases and in 
development of sustainable agricultural production among 
the world’s poorest. 
By the end of the year, the economic crisis hit the USA and 
spread rapidly to the rest of the world – both rich and poor.
It is difficult to get an overview of the economic crisis. The 
rich world feels it in the form of unemployment and decrea-
sing prices on real estate. But the consequences will no doubt 
be much more serious in the poorest countries as no govern-
ment is ready with “padded bank packages”. If the positive 
development taking place in many African countries should 
be sustained, the rich world must give extra support.
As the crises arrived, it has been very encouraging for us to 
see that so many in Denmark have been prepared to help 
and support the work among the world’s poorest.
Thousands of volunteers and private donors supported Dan-
ChurchAid’s 2008 events and activities: The annual parish 
collection, the two big music festivals in Roskilde and Skan-
derborg, our second-hand shops and events in various cities 

where people biked and cooked to raise 
funds against hunger. Our Facers made 
16,000 new subscription agreements 
with people who wanted to support 
DanChurchAid on a regular basis. 
These huge efforts in 2008 resulted 
in a 20 per cent increase in the finan-
cial support to our international aid 
work compared to 2007. The increase 
en abled us to intensify the efforts to 
fight hunger and poverty.
The consequences of the global warm-
ing are already now making an impact 
on the world’s poorest. Therefore, 
DanChurchAid together with her in-
ternational alliance have launched the 
campaign “Countdown to Copenhagen” 
which runs up to the climate summit 
in December 2009 in Copenhagen. The 
campaign collects signatures for a just 
climate agreement in favour of the 
poor countries. 
As Denmark is hosting the climate 
summit, we should be careful to put 
our own house in order regarding CO2 
emissions. It will be difficult. How-
ever, it is equally important to increase 
the efforts for the poorest countries 
to overcome the crises. These crises 
– whether climate, food or economic 
– are caused mainly by global consu m-
erism enjoyed by the rich countries. 

KIRSTEN LUND LARSEN CHAIRPERSON

HENRIK STUBKJÆR GENERAL SECRETARY
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2008 During the year thousands of volun-
teers have taken part in supporting Dan-
ChurchAid’s work in Denmark and in vi-
sualising the work abroad, and many more 
have sent contributions towards the po-
orest in the world.

FUNDRAISING Danish Broadcasting 
Corporation and 12 humanitarian organi-
sations collected DKK 66 million (approx. 
USD 1.1 million) through the Denmark Col-
lection. DanChurchAid received DKK 9 mil-
lion earmarked for food and clean water 
to children in Zimbabwe. The parish col-
lection celebrated its 10th anniversary with 
20,000 volunteers collecting DKK 15 million 
for the benefit of families living with AIDS. 
DanChurchAid’s Facers made donor agree-
ments with 10,000 mostly young people, 
and further 6,000 became subscrib ers 
through a telephone campaign. The Net-
work, a group of Muslim academics, col-
lected DKK 500,000 for DanChurchAid’s 
humanitarian work in Gaza. To this was 
added the profit from the Gaza song com-
posed by Musa. For Christmas, the Give-a-
goat concept included a number of climate 
friendly gifts in its selection of goods. 

ROSKILDE MUSIC FESTIVAL A new re-
cord was reached when 770 volunteers 

 EXTENSIVE   
SUPPORT 
       TOWARDS
OUR WORK

collected refundable bottles, plastic cups and cans amounting 
to DKK 1.13 million towards mine clearance in DR Congo. At the 
Skanderborg Music Festival, 150 volunteers had successful collec-
tion of refundables amounting to DKK 130,000 towards human 
rights activities in Guatemala despite heavy rains.
 
SECOND-HAND 10 new shops were opened – several of 
them selling furniture and one selling recycled building ma-
terials. Young designers from our shop “fisk” launched their 
second fair trade collection “SKIFt” combining fashion de-
sign with reasonable production conditions in the develop-
ing countries.

HUNGER Nine cities organised the campaign “Biking against 
hunger”. 550 bikers found sponsors and raised DKK 210,000 
for the world’s poorest. Some of Denmark’s most famous 
chefs put focus on the hunger in the world, when they partici-
pated in the pilot project “Restaurants against hunger”.
 
INFORMATION One of the halls in the Parliament building 
of Christiansborg was filled to capacity when the foundation 
“JO-Group” (journalism and information) held a conference 
with discussion about development education and informa-
tion in Denmark.

COOPERATION Coop Denmark mounted a charity button on the 
machines collecting bottles for recycle in all their 1,200 shops in 
Denmark. The refund money is donated to DanChurchAid and 
UNICEF Denmark. For the third successive year, Danish Scout and 
Guide Aid’s fundraising week collected money for refugee children 
and youth returning to South Sudan after 20 years of civil war.

PHOTO KLAUS HOLSTING
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PARTNERSHIP
     AND RIGHTS

PHOTO MORTEN CHRISTENSEN

HUMAN RIGHTS DanChurchAid works on a rights-
 based approach to development. We support people 
in fighting for their rights and changing the power 
structures and barriers that maintain them in pover-
ty and oppression.
In too many countries, governments neglect the po-
orer section of the population when it comes to food, 
health and legal rights.
In close cooperation with our partners, DanChurchAid 
facilitates the organisation of marginalised popula-
tion groups to express their demands for food, he-
alth, education, freedom of expression and a safe 
and dignified life. We support local and internatio-
nal networks that can influence politicians and other 
decision-makers.
 
HUNGER AND POVERTY The food crisis, the climate 
crisis and the economic crisis affect the world’s poorest 
countries tremendously, and one billion people are living 
with hunger and undernourishment. To fight hunger is 
a crucial task for the world and for DanChurchAid.
DanChurchAid is present with relief aid when war or 
other disasters hit, and with disaster preparedness to 
help people withstand and manage future disasters. 
We work on a long-term basis in order to create de-
velopment and fight hunger and poverty. DanChurchAid 
also works with democracy and human rights, HIV/AIDS, 
refugees and internally displaced persons as well as hu-
manitarian mine action, including clearance of cluster 
bombs. We work with the Dalits in India, refugees from 
Darfur and Burma and with the most vulnerable and op-

pressed population groups in many 
other countries.
The climate changes are already af-
fecting the world’s poor countries. 
We assist poor people in Bangla-
desh, Ethiopia and Honduras to 
adjust to the changes, and we co-
operate with them to fight global 
warming.
 
PARTNERSHIP Churches and pro-
gressive forces in civil society play 
a significant role, not least in advo-
cating the cause of oppressed and 
marginalised groups and individu-
als. DanChurchAid works through 
local partners: Christian, Hindu, 
Muslim and secular development 
organisations, human right groups, 
health and agricultural organisa-
tions. 
This develops local ownership and 
commitment to projects and pro-
grammes; the partnership ensures 
that the assistance reaches the po-
orest and can continue when Dan-
ChurchAid withdraws.
DanChurchAid participates actively 
in the relief alliance Action by Chur-
ches Together (ACT) and in ACT De-
velopment.
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AFRICA
FOOD AND GLOBAL CRISES  All over Africa, the poorest feel 
the consequences of the global climate and food crisis.
Ethiopia faces the worst hunger year since 2003. By the end of 
2008, 12 million people were depending on food aid. Because of 
the threatening hunger disaster, Danida (Danish International 
Development Assistance) approved extra humanitarian aid to 
DanChurchAid’s work in the southern part of the country.
In southern Africa, partner organisations from six countries 
have formed a regional cooperation in order to prepare them-
selves in the best possible way for the growing number of 
droughts and floods caused by the climate changes.
In Malawi, the farmers learn to cultivate new and more cli-
mate resistant crops than maize. Experiments with damming 
of rivers for irrigation and the use of solar and wind energy 
for pumps may give the families an extra harvest during the 
year. The goats from the Give-a-goat campaign in Denmark 
have multiplied nicely. Some of the goats were sold to provide 
money for seeds and fertilizer, as the poor country had a huge 
need for growing more food.
In both Zambia and Zimbabwe, many farmers lost their har-
vest due to floods. The partner organisations distributed food 
aid to the most vulnerable families. At new-year, more than 
five million people in Zimbabwe were depending on food aid, 
as the politically unstable government contributed to increase 
the food crisis. Around 4,000 children under five and pregnant 
mothers in the cholera-stricken Zimbabwe benefitted from a 
project financed by the proceeds from the Denmark Collection. 
They were vaccinated and received protein and vitamin en-
riched maize flour

CONFLICT In the eastern part of DR Congo, thousands of 
people once more had to flee because of armed rebellion around 
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Goma. DanChurchAid supports internally displaced persons 
with water, sanitation and tarpaulins. In the southern part 
of the region, local partners implemented projects that as-
sist raped women. They get medical aid and legal assistance 
to prosecute the rapists.

HIV/AIDS  DanChurchAid is still focusing its HIV/AIDS activi-
ties on prevention, treatment and advocacy in our endea-
vours to improve rights and equality. 
In Malawi, the average life expectancy is only 38 years, but 
the good news is that the upward line of HIV prevalence has 
been broken. The same is true in Zambia; the HIV prevalence 
has been reduced by 1.5 per cent to 14.5 per cent, and more 
HIV infected and AIDS sick persons have got access to me-
dicine. In Zimbabwe, a food security project for HIV/AIDS 
infected has been implemented after some difficulty due to 
the politically and financially unstable situation at the time 
of the election. 

SEEDS OF DEMOCRACY In the conflict stricken Sudan, 
the first national election has been planned to take place 
in 2009 after many years of conflict. The churches in Su-
dan, that traditionally play an important role in civil society, 
are working on informing the people about their rights and 
on educating election observers. In this connection, Dan-
ChurchAid and a number of partner organisations have held 
an election workshop in Juba, South Sudan.
Since 2005, the democracy in Ethiopia has been under 
pressure. At the beginning of 2009, the Ethiopian par-
liament passed a long awaited and controversial bill 
that gives the government almost unlimited authority 
over the NGOs in the country. The bill prohibits NGOs, 
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which receive financial aid from 
abroad, to work with human rights. 
In the long term, this may affect a 
number of DanChurchAid’s partner 
organisations. 
In Zambia, a number of DanChurch-
Aid’s partners attended workshop on 
information about and observation 
of the presidential election. In gene-
ral, the election was regarded free 
and fair. In neighbouring Malawi, 
civil society organisations are busy 
informing about voters’ rights and 
convincing villages and local organi-
sations to nominate candidates for 
local, parliamentary and presidential 
elections in May 2009. The presiden-
tial election in Zimbabwe resulted in 
new political chaos.  The churches in 
southern Africa are still advocating 
reconciliation and democratic reform 
in Zimbabwe.
Last autumn, DanChurchAid and her 
partner organisation ANPCCAN hosted 
a conference in Uganda with focus 
on the lack of rights for women and 
children. The background for the con-
ference was a report on life among the 
Pokot people in the Karamoja Region, 
northern Uganda; it enjoyed big media 
attention and placed political focus on 
the problems in Karamoja.
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CENTRAL
AMERICA

HUMAN RIGHTS The general secu-
rity in both Guatemala and Honduras 
has deteriorated. Some partners and 
locally engaged groups and individuals 
have received life threats and appear 
on “death rolls”. 
At local, national and international le-
vels, the partners in the two countries 
have spent much effort on advocating 
the cause of especially the indigenous 
people and women’s rights in their 
struggle against racism and corruption 
in the judicial system.
The UN Committee to Eradicate Race 
Discrimination (CERD) has accepted 
three cases from the Myrna Mack 
Foun dation and the widow organisa-
tion Conavigua, which works for the 
rights of the Maya people’s rights. The 
UN has demanded that Guatemala’s 
authorities explain how three mega 
projects, among others, a hydroelectric 
dam and a nickel mine, will affect the 
local population environmentally, so-
cially and culturally. In Honduras, the 
three Public Prosecutors placed focus 
on an extremely corrupt judicial sy-
stem with a one-month hunger strike. 
The partner organisation FOSDEH de-
scribed in a report that corruption costs 
the Honduran society USD 894 million 

annually. DanChurchAid sponsored the Danish Supreme 
Court Judge, Thomas Rørdam, to serve as a member of an 
international delegation of jurors travelling from Geneva to 
Honduras to ensure that the election of new Supreme Court 
Judges was not tainted by corruption.

MAYA WOMEN  The women in Conavigua have initiated co-
operation with DanChurchAid’s shop “fisk” and contributed 
to the “SKIFt” collection in Denmark from which they earn 
an income. A big photo exhibition has been completed tell-
ing the story about the Maya women’s ongoing fight for a 
judicial settlement because of the military massacres and 
violations during the civil war. The exhibition is touring Den-
mark and Guatemala during 2009 and 2010. DanChurchAid 
and Danida have financed the exhibition. 

FOOD AND PREVENTION During summer and autumn, 
 heavy rains caused floods and landslides in Honduras and 
Guatemala. Together with ACT partners and with support 
from the EU emergency office, DanChurchAid provided relief 
aid in the form of a.o. medicine, food and drinking water to 
the most vulnerable families. Several partner organisations 
are now receiving support towards the work for both pre-
venting and adjusting to the consequences of climate chan-
ges as well as finding other energy sources than wood. 
Several villages in Honduras have produced storage contain-
ers for seeds and crops as disaster prevention, so that the 
poorest do not lose everything when the food crisis is press-
ing or the flood hits. The food crisis has caused four hundred 
per cent increase of the prices of e.g. seeds, fertilizer and 
land in Honduras.

PHOTO MIKE KOLLÖFFEL
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CYCLONE AND FLOODS In May, at least 150,000 people 
lost their lives and more than one million lost their 
homes when cyclone Nargis ravaged southern Burma. 
The extent of the disaster grew because the military re-
gime only allowed relief agencies limited access to the 
country. The local partners, however, managed to reach 
out relatively fast to the victims. Through local and inter-
national partners, DanChurchAid was soon after able to 
supply a broad range of relief items from food and drink-
ing water to fishing net and school equipment to more 
than 250,000 people in Burma.
In August, heavy floods hit the extremely poor Indian 
state of Bihar. The water washed away houses, crops and 
domestic animals and 125 people lost their lives. More 
than three million houses were destroyed. Extensive 
relief activities were initiated with acute assistance to 
the homeless and later reconstruction of the many de-
stroyed houses.

RECONSTRUCTION With financial support from thou-
sands of Danes, hundred thousands of people have got a 
new life after the tsunami ravaged large areas of southern 
Asia during Christmas 2004. After four years of intensive 
work, the reconstruction after the tsunami in southern 
India and Sri Lanka is finished. The immediate relief work 
focused on the fisher families who were directly affected 
by the tsunami. Later, the focus moved to the many fa-
milies who were indirectly affected – especially the Dalits 
who worked as day labourers in the rice fields and on the 
fishing boats and thus had lost their livelihood. The long 
reconstruction period has secured a sustainable develop-
ment for the benefit of the poorest.
 
PREVENTION The climate changes make the effects of 
floods, hurricanes and drought more devastating. There-
fore, DanChurchAid aims at building up preparedness 
schemes that make the communities less vulnerable 
when a disaster hits. In South Asia, well functioning warn-
ing systems have saved many lives over the past years. In 

India, flood-safe houses and 
shelters on huge platforms 
have made the villagers less 
vulnerable to floods; special 
measures are taken to pro-
tect elderly people, disabled 
persons and other vulnerable 
population groups. The far-
mers in rural Cambodia dig 
ponds for collection of rain-
water and change to other 
cultivation methods in order 
to be able to harvest during 
droughts.
 
TRAFFICKING Poor people in 
search for work outside their 
own country are in danger 
of being abused or become 
victims of trafficking. Dan-
ChurchAid cooperates with 
organisations in seven Asian 
countries to give legal aid 
and social support to migrant 
workers. At the same time, 
advocacy is going on to influ-
ence legislation that can pro-
tect migrant workers against 
abuse and trafficking.
Corruption and powerful per-
sons’ land grabbing from the 
poor are growing problems 
that DanChurchAid is trying 
to fight together with local 
partners.
Among others, they give legal 
aid to groups of poor villagers 
who have lost their land or are 
in danger of losing it. 

ASIA
FOTO POUL MADSEN  DAVID HØGSHOLT  NILS CARSTENSENPHOTO POUL MADSEN|DAVID HØGGSHOLT|NILS CARSTENSEN
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T
GAZA UNDER ATTACK Intensive Israeli bombardments hit 
hospitals, residential areas and the UN Headquarters in Gaza 
City after Israel on 28 December started a three-week offen-
sive in Gaza. Three mobile health clinics and the Middle East 
Council of Churches’ clinic for children and pregnant women, 
both supported financially by DanChurchAid, were bombed. 
After the bombardments, the Israeli army moved into Gaza. 
On several occasions, the local population was caught bet-
ween the warring parties without being able to escape and 
with no possibility to get food and water.
DanChurchAid’s coordinator in Gaza managed to distri-
bute food to 1,300 persons in an isolated area of the Ja-
balia refugee camp. With funds raised in Denmark, it was 
possible to provide fresh vegetables to another 7,000 

persons, and approx. 5,000 received 
canned food. 

MALNOURISHED CHILDREN  The ci-
vic population in Gaza was already suf-
fering before the Israeli attack started 
just before the turn of the year. Israel 
had completely closed the border cross-
ings so that only a minimum of huma-
nitarian aid has entered Gaza. Malnu-
trition, especially among children, is a 
fast growing problem. In cooperation 
with the Palestinian churches, Dan-
ChurchAid has implemented a nutri-

EASTERN
EUROPE

AND
CENTRAL

ASIA

VICTORY FOR THE HOMELESS  During 
2008, a group of DanChurchAid’s Rus-
sian partners succeeded in changing a 
Bill about the homeless. The Bill would 
make it possible for the authorities 
to remove homeless people from the 
streets, detain them and transfer them 
for compulsory treatment. However, an 
alternative Bill is now being debated 
taking point of departure in the diffi-
cult conditions of the homeless and the 
minimal legal protection. It is a huge 
victory for the partners, as there is no 
tradition for asking advice from NGOs.
 
HIV ACROSS BORDERS In spring, 
DanChurchAid published a report on 
HIV/AIDS in Russia. It is estimated 
that about one million persons are HIV 
infected. The main message of the re-
port was that the Russian treatment 
 system is not able to get into contact 
with the risk-groups. Therefore, there 
is a need for strong Russian volunteer 
organisations to bridge the gap of mu-
tual fear and aversion between the two 
parties, so that the risk-groups can re-
ceive treatment.

PHOTO SUHAIB SALEM /REUTERS
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THE MIDDLE EAST
tion project in order to reduce malnutrition, undernourish-
ment and anaemia among children under five years. Food 
and medicine are distributed, health personnel are educated 
and mothers receive counselling in nutrition.  

60 YEARS AS REFUGEES 2008 was the 60th anniversary 
for 700,000 people to become refugees in the conflict bet-
ween Israel and Palestine. UN figures show that 4.4 million 
Palestin ians are living with refugee status all over the Middle 
East, and the fourth generation is now growing up without 
the civic rights all citizens are entitled to according to the UN. 
DanChurchAid published the book “Between Dream and 
Reality”. Through the stories of 13 children, the book puts 
focus on the life as a refugee anno 2008. Thousands of 

The high number of HIV infected in Russia also affects 
Central Asia. In Russia, HIV is primarily found among drug 
addicts and prostitutes. It is feared, however, that the HIV 
infection may spread in the next few years due to the many 
migrant workers. 
Around one million Kyrgyz travel to the neighbouring coun-
tries, especially Russia, to find work and often go home only 
once a year to visit their family. Many of them circumvent 
the rules of taking an HIV test when entering Russia. When 
the migrant workers return home, the Kyrgyz authorities do 
not require such a test, so without knowing it, the workers 
may carry the infection.

READY FOR WINTER Last winter was exceptionally cold 
in Central Asia. Therefore, the elderly people, who are sup-
ported by the Danish partner DaneAge Association through 
its campaign “Granny Aid”, began to prepare for the cold 
sea son already during the summer. The elderly in the self-
help groups collected branches, twigs, cardboard and the 
like for heating; they conserved fruits and berries for the 
winter and sold apples from their garden and handicraft to 
get money for firewood.

CHICKEN FROM DENMARK The second most popular 
Christmas present of all the items in DanChurchAid’s Give-
a-goat concept is chicken. We sold almost 4,000 gift certi-
ficates each valid for ten hens and one cock, and many of 
them are cackling in Kyrgyz chicken pens.

 Danish children donated teddy bears 
to refugee children in Lebanon. Some 
of the teddy bears were placed in front 
of the Danish Parliament as a symbo-
lic gesture to remind the politicians of 
working for a solution of the 60-year 
old Palestinian refugee problem. 

LOCAL OFFICE DanChurchAid opened 
her first local office in The Middle East 
in Ramallah on the West Bank. Thus, 
DanChurchAid is closer to the partner 
organisations and can secure the best 
possible quality in the work.

PHOTO PJERRE JACCARD
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INTERNATIONALLY In May 2008, a 
little more than ten years after the 
ban against land mines, more than one 
hundred countries acceded to a treaty 
banning cluster bombs. This includes 
banning use, production and sale of the 
dangerous bombs. Prior to the signing 
of the treaty, DanChurchAid had been 
advocating for the agreement through 
campaigns and lobby activities. In the 
barracks in Skive, DanChurchAid held 
a course in clearance of ammunition 
with participants from DanChurchAid 
and international mine clearance orga-
nisations.

ALBANIA In March, a fierce explosion 
accident happened in a factory licensed 
to take apart old ammunition. Dan-
ChurchAid was already clearing mines 
in Albania and sent two teams to the 
place in order to help prevent further 
accidents. 

ANGOLA In eastern Angola, which is 
one of the most mine-infected areas 
in the country, the DanChurchAid mine 
clearance programme continues. At 
the same time, large numbers of refu-
gees are still returning to the area from 
Zambia and DR Congo.

BURUNDI The mine clearance has finished. During the 
past four years, DanChurchAid has cleared mines and 
other unexploded ammunition in a total of 15 million 
square metres of land and roads in the southern part of 
the country close to the border to Tanzania. In the future, 
the work will concentrate on preventing accidents with 
hand weapons that circulate in large numbers among the 
population.
 
DR CONGO Mine clearance in eastern DR Congo expanded 
heavily last autumn when the programme included mine 
dogs and mechanical mine clearance in cooperation with the 
Swedish Rescue Corps. In Kalemie, DanChurchAid has clea-
red the mines and is supporting the local farmers in cultiva-
ting the land again.

LEBANON DanChurchAid is still considered one of the most 
central and efficient organisations in removing unexploded 
cluster bombs that were thrown over southern  Lebanon in 
2006. 

SUDAN Besides the work in the Nuba Mountains, Dan-
ChurchAid has also cleared unexploded ammunition in the 
Abyei area that was affected by military operations in May 
2008. 

EGYPT The mine clearance system WADS, that localises 
land mines by DGPS technology and an advanced computer 
programme, has been transported to Egypt, where it helps 
mapping mines and ammunition from WW2 in the northern 
part of the country.

HUMANITARIAN
MINE ACTION

FOTO JACOB DALL
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DANCHURCHAID

OBJECTIVES AND VALUES The objective of DanChurchAid is 
to help the poorest of the world and strengthen their possi-
bilities to live a life in dignity. We work with relief and de-
velopment aid and we speak on behalf of the poor so that 
the structures behind their need can be changed.
DanChurchAid believes that all human beings are created in 
the image of God and therefore equal. That even the poor-
est of the poor have capacities to build on. We believe that 
 assistance should be given with respect for the individual’s 
dignity – regardless of race, religion or political affiliation.
DanChurchAid believes in a life before death.
 

PARTNERSHIPS AND ALLIANCES DanChurchAid is root-
ed in the Danish National Evangelical Lutheran Church, but 
cooperates broadly with other church-related and popular 
organisations.
We base our work on partnerships and our relief and de-
velopment work is based on cooperation with local church-
related and popular organisations. In Denmark as well as 
internationally we inform about the root causes of poverty 
and inequality, and we mobilise popular and political action 
to change these conditions.
Internationally, we are part of the ecumenical network 
related to the World Council of Churches (WCC), the Lu-
theran World Federation (LWF) and ACT, Act Interna-
tional. In  addition, DanChurchAid is co-founder of ACT 
Development – a worldwide alliance of related develop-
ment agencies. The alliance is one of the largest inter-
national actors, present in 157 countries and with more 
than 14,000 employees.
 
THE ORGANISATION AND THE ECONOMY DanChurchAid 
is an independent organisation. Our activities are finan-
ced through fundraising, private and corporate donations, 
foun dations as well as funds from, among others, Danida, 
the EU and UN agencies and international foundations. 
The supreme autho rity of DanChurchAid is the 38-member 
Council elected for a four-year period representing church 
and local consti tuencies, volunteers and staff. The Council, 
headed by Bishop Niels Henrik Arendt, elects the Board of 
Directors of a maximum of 11 members; Kirsten Lund Lar-

sen is Chairperson of the Board and 
Henrik Stubkjær is General Secretary. 

VOLUNTEERS AND POPULAR SUP-
PORT In Denmark, DanChurchAid 
works to increase the popular sup-
port and create opportunities for 
action through fundraising activities 
and advocacy.
In this work, DanChurchAid is very 
dependent on the solid popular sup-

port from our many volunteers: in our 
 second-hand shops, our fundraising co-
ordinators, our former seconded staff, 
volunteers seconded to our Regional 
Offices abroad, our youth volunteer 
network and partner organi sations.
In the streets of the larger cities in 
Denmark, DanChurchAid’s young Face-
2Facers recruit permanent supporters 
for our work around the world. Similarly, 
a big number of private donors are re-
cruited through tele marketing. In ad-
dition, DanChurchAid distributes a ma-
gazine to our 90,000 regular  donors.
On a daily basis, we publish news 
about our work via mail and our web-
site www.noedhjaelp.dk, and the Eng-
lish website www.danchurchaid.org 
offers information internationally.
 
HEADQUARTERSDanChurchAid’s  
headquarters are situated in Nørre gade 
15 in Copenhagen with around 150 emplo-
yees and volunteers. We have smaller 
offices in Aarhus, Odense, Aalborg and 
Esbjerg with consultants, volunteers 
and Face2Face staff. DanChurchAid has 
offices in a number of countries; see the 
world map on page 14-15.
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       KEY
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HONDURAS
GUATEMALA

NICARAGUA

WHERE
WE 
WORK

Countries with DanChurchAid office and/or many partners

Countries with DanChurchAid support to single projects or relief work

Countries with DanChurchAid Humanitarian Mine Action Programme

AFRICA

47%
THE MIDDLE

EAST

7%

ASIA

26%
GLOBAL

7%
CENTRAL
AMERICA 

7%
EASTERN EUROPE/

CENTRAL ASIA 

6%

SECRETARIAT 11%

DEVELOPMENT AID 41%

RELIEF AID 40%

DEVELOPMENT 
EDUCATION 2%

CAMPAIGNS AND 
FUNDRAISING 6%

What was the money spent on mill. DKK

Funds spent

Development aid 199.4
Relief aid 196.2
Humanitarian Mine Action       71.4
Procurement for others        0.3
Development Education 9.9
Campaigns and fundraising 27.5 
Secretariat      55.7 
Total 489.0
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BIG INCREASE IN SUPPORT TO THE 
WORLD’S POOREST With an income of 
DKK 486 million in 2008, DanChurchAid 
is in a strong position to fight for the 
poorest in the world. We have been able 
to spend DKK 396 million on activities 
worldwide: from fighting hunger and 
drought in Africa to relief aid to the vic-
tims of the cyclone in Burma.

ETHIOPIA
UGANDA

INDIA
CAMBODIA

MALAWI
ZAMBIA

ZIMBABWE

SOUTH AFRICA

BANGLADESHPAKISTAN

NEPAL

 KAZAKHSTAN   

TADSJIKISTAN

DR CONGO

BURUNDI

SUDAN

ALBANIA

BURMA

TANZANIA

LEBANON

KYRGYZSTAN

ANGOLA

PALESTINE

RUSSIA

NET TURNOVER

ADMINISTRATION

 7.8% 8.9%  8.5% 9.8%  9.4%
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      2004           2005           2006            2007           2008

SRI LANKA

KENYA

Private donations/collections   163.9
Second-hand shops    16.9
Danida grants 197.8 
EU grants 68.5
International donors     52.6
Other income 2.9
Total  485.7

OTHER INCOME 1%

DANIDA GRANTS 41% 

PRIVATE DONATIONS/
COLLECTIONS  33%

EU GRANTS 14%

INTERNATIONAL 
DONORS 11%

Where did the money come from Mill. DKK

It is an increase of DKK 59 million, approx. 20 per cent, in 
2008 on the international activities compared to 2007. The 
increase is biggest in the income from international donors 
such as the EU. The Danish population gave DKK 8 mil-
lion more than in 2007. In 2008, DanChurchAid spent DKK 
164 million donated by the Danish public through various 
fundraising events. In addition, we inherited a total of DKK 
21 million, which is a strong indication that the Danes believe 
in a better world.
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