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WORKING TOGETHER FOR AN AIDS-FREE FUTURE FOR GIRLS & WOMEN

WHAT IS DREAMS?
DREAMS is an ambitious partnership 
to reduce new HIV infections among 
adolescent girls and young women 
in 10 sub-Saharan African countries. 
The goal of DREAMS is to help girls 
develop into Determined, Resilient, 
Empowered, AIDS-free, Mentored, 
and Safe women.
DREAMS is responding to the alarming fact that, every 
year, 380,000 adolescent girls and young women  
are infected with HIV—7,300 every week, over 1,000 
every day. Girls and young women account for  
71 percent of new HIV infections among adolescents  
in sub-Saharan Africa.
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The 10 DREAMS countries account 
for nearly half of all the new HIV 
infections that occurred among 
adolescent girls and young women 
globally in 2014. This must change.
DREAMS is about multiple solutions surrounding 
one problem. With support from the U.S. President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation, Girl Effect, Johnson 
& Johnson, Gilead Sciences, and ViiV Healthcare, 
DREAMS is delivering a core package that combines 
evidence-based approaches that go beyond the  
health sector, addressing the structural drivers that 
directly and indirectly increase girls’ HIV risk,  
including poverty, gender inequality, sexual violence, 
and a lack of education.
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“DREAMS is about multiple 
solutions surrounding one 
problem.”



 DREAMS INNOVATION CHALLENGE

WHAT IS THE DREAMS 
INNOVATION CHALLENGE?
The DREAMS Innovation Challenge  
is designed to build upon existing 
evidence-based approaches and 
infuse additional resources and 
innovative approaches to better meet 
the urgent and complex needs of 
adolescent girls and young women  
in sub-Saharan Africa.
The goal of the Innovation Challenge is to mobilize our 
collective resources and support innovative, high-impact 
approaches to reduce HIV infections in adolescent 
girls and young women. New private sector partners, 
including Johnson & Johnson and ViiV Healthcare,  
have responded to the call and contributed resources 
to the Innovation Challenge Fund. Additional private 
sector partners are invited to support the Fund to 
transform the future of millions of adolescent girls  
and young women.

Partners contributing to the Innovation Challenge Fund 
will leverage the substantial DREAMS investments  
made by PEPFAR, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
and Girl Effect.

PEPFAR is committing $80 million from within the 
existing FY 2015 budget for this Fund, and a  
number of new private sector partners, including 
Johnson & Johnson, Gilead Sciences, and ViiV 
Healthcare, are committing an additional $25 million  
to support both the DREAMS Partnership and 
Innovation Challenge Fund.

Investing in adolescent girls and young women is not 
only the right thing to do, it’s the smart thing. If we  
can impact their lives, we can contribute to progress  
for their families and communities.
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The DREAMS Innovation Challenge 
invites investment ideas in the 
following core areas: 

Keeping girls in secondary school,  
and addressing underlying retention  
issues, such as feminine hygiene,  
and sanitary needs.

Pioneering new ways to find young  
and adult men and link them to HIV 
counselling and testing, treatment,  
and voluntary medical male  
circumcision services.

Supporting Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) 
interventions by identifying adolescent girls 
and young women appropriate for PrEP 
initiation and adherence services.

Providing a post-secondary school  
bridge to employment for young  
women (ages 19-24).

Increasing the use of Data4Dreams,  
with support from the Millennium  
Challenge Corporation (MCC).

Strengthening leadership and capacity of 
civil society organizations and grassroots, 
community-based organizations to support 
the expansion of evidence-based services  
for adolescent girls and young women.



Kenya 

Lesotho 

Malawi 

Mozambique 

South Africa 

Swaziland 

Tanzania 

Uganda 

Zambia 

Zimbabwe

DREAMS currently works in  
10 countries:

For all enquiries, please email;  
DREAMSInnovation@state.gov

HOW CAN I GET  
IN CONTACT

WHERE DOES  
DREAMS WORK

Because of the importance of civil society and 
community-based organizations to the success of  
these programs, the DREAMS Innovation Challenge 
Fund will prioritize a focus on building the capacity of 
young women’s organizations and funding grassroots 
work. A specific request for proposals will be released 
in 2016. Please email DREAMSInnovation@state.gov to 
be added to the distribution list.  

 

It is anticipated that most awards will be made over  
a two year time period. Ongoing monitoring and  
evaluation will be conducted for the awarded 
programs to ensure linkages to and collaborations  
with the broader DREAMS partnership. Program 
evaluation of funded activities will also be conducted.


