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I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

o 92 deaths;  
o Over 8,200 people are displaced, including up to 4,500 people in relocation camps; 
o Up to 300,000 people affected; 
o Concerns exist over people not accessing health facilities; 
o Fear exists over the spreading of waterborne disease (malaria, acute watery diarrhoea, cholera); 

o Immediate humanitarian needs include food and NFIs, medicines, safe drinking water, proper 
sanitation, and shelter supplies;  

o Evidence indicates this year’s flooding and its impact is higher than last year;  

o A report indicating the current response gaps will be issued by Government in the coming days. 
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On 17 March 2009 the President of the Republic of Namibia declared an emergency for the north-central and 
north-eastern part of Namibia and appealed for international assistance. Government, UN and humanitarian 
partners are finalising current response gaps based on available stocks and support requests from the 
affected regions. Government will issue a report in the coming days.  
 
Since the beginning of 2009 the Cuvelai region in Northern Namibia bordering Angola has received excessive 
rainfalls. From 1-8 March 2009 an Inter-Agency assessment was done in the Cuvelai region (Oshana, 
Oshikoto, Ohangwena and Omusati) identifying immediate humanitarian needs in water and sanitation, 
health, shelter, food, protection, and education.  An estimated total of 8,219 people are displaced in relocation 
camps and the number of people registering is increasing every day. So far 92 people have died and up to 
300,000 people have been affected, though confusion exists over common indicators in the four affected 
regions (each region has different variables).  
 
In the Caprivi, river levels (Zambezi, Kavango and Chobe rivers) in Caprivi are at heights not recorded since 
1963 and it is feared that extreme flooding is occuring. An Inter-Agency assessment mission left to Caprivi on 
Tuesday 17 March 2009 and more details are only expected next week. 
 
An estimated 30 main roads and bridges are impassable or have been closed making it difficult to access 
populations in need. The overall security situation remains calm with Namibia remaining a zero phase 
country. All staff and consultants are located in Windhoek the capital city. No security incidents have been 
reported so far in relation to the emergency. The UN Country Team and the UNDSS are keeping a close 
watch on the situation.  
 
 

 
Emergency Shelter 
Relocation camps for displaced people have been established in Oshana, Oshikoto, Ohangwena and 
Omusati. Local authorities have identified immediate needs in basic shelter material (tents, mattresses, 
blankets, cooking facilities and mosquito nets), food and water purification tablets. Many relocation camps are 
overcrowded and lack adequate access to safe water and sanitation facilities and in the Oshakati-Oshoopala 
relocation camp, drinking water is too far and the population resorted to drawing water from flooded ponds. 
Reportedly there is a need to strengthen camp coordination and management. 
 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
Ensuring access to water and sanitation for the affected populations is the key immediate challenge for the 
response.  Faced with limited options, people are already resorting to unsafe sources, which will place 
children in particular at great risk. Dysentery and other water-borne diseases pose a particularly grave risk to 
children. Local authorities report sewerage systems overflowing due to the flooding, increasing the risk of 
spreading water borne diseases.   
 
UNICEF is working with the Ministry of Health and Social Services (MOHSS) to develop communication 
materials and broadcasting on key water, sanitation and hand washing information, using funds mobilized in 
2008 from the private sector (GlaxoSmithKline).  
 
Food and Nutrition 
Both regions of Cuvelai and Caprivi report destroyed crops and damaged or washed away food reserves on 
which rural populations rely. Namibia is currently in the planting season and a livelihood assessment indicates 
that crop harvest is expected to reduce by 63% and 67% of the poor households will face an estimated food 
gap of 20-30%. Open market infrastructures have been damaged causing an increase in food prices by an 
estimated 37%. The situation is likely to be exacerbated by the limited coping capacity (livestock and food 
stocks already depleted due to the 2007/8 flooding) and resilience of the poorest people. An estimated 
544,114 people is at risk of long-term food insecurity over the 2009/10 consumption year. The majority of the 
people in the affected regions rely on subsistence agriculture (mainly upland cereals and livestock farming).  
 

II. Situation Overview 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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Health 
Many people in the affected areas are not accessing health facilities due to flooding and poor accessibility (86 
health outreach points and 20 clinics are inaccessible; four health facilities have been closed in Oshikoto). 
Helicopters started providing inaccessible heath facilities with medical supplies. Health authorities are 
concerned over increase in malaria, yet so far no waterborne diseases (dysentery, cholera) have been 
reported. There is an urgent need for basic medicines, water purification tablets and insecticide treated 
mosquito nets.  Concerns exist over PLHA not able to reach health facilities to obtain ART supplies though 
the Omusati and Oshana regions plan to distribute ART medication for three months during the flood period. 
 
In response to the outbreak of cholera in the Cunene region across the border in Angola, a WHO Country 
Office team just completed a one-week mission to assist, advise and train 30 health workers on cholera 
outbreak management and data management and analysis. WHO is sending two health emergency response 
experts to the flood affected areas to complement Government efforts. They will provide technical support in 
the preparation of emergency response plans, train health workers at different levels in emergency response 
and strengthen coordination of the health response at national and sub-national levels. Lack of readily 
available funds for emergency response heavily influences the speed and scope of the support provided to 
Government. 
 
UNFPA is finalising plans to support relocation camps in the form of clean delivery and rape treatment kits. 
UNFPA also provides technical support for reproductive health and the management of STIs (sexually 
transmittable infections) to the MOHSS to ensure that there is a referral system in place for women who need 
emergency obstetric care.  
 
Education 
At least 412 schools have been affected, including 218 closed, disrupting the education of over 100,000 
learners. Alternative class room arrangements are a priority to ensure children do not miss school teaching.  
 
UNICEF has been leading a capacity building process with the Ministry of Education since November 2008. 
UNICEF’s education officer is currently on mission to the affected areas in the north of the country, to 
ascertain first hand the potential for UNICEF support for immediate needs and rehabilitation interventions 
planned by the Regional Education Departments. UNICEF has been discussing the potential use of churches 
as temporary classrooms/schools in affected areas.  
 
Protection 
Reportedly there are security and protection concerns for women and unaccompanied children in relocation 
camps. With the movement of the population into temporary areas, children are sometimes left unattended. 
This could lead to increased risk to children and women to various forms of abuse.  Additional support must 
therefore be provided to ensure populations which have already been devastated by floods are not also 
affected by violence or other forms of abuse which are often seen to increase in this situation.  Unattended 
children will be given a priority. 
 
UNICEF is currently in the North from 16-20 March to assist government social workers in the affected 
regions to develop a plan of action for the protection cluster. The UNICEF Regional Office for Eastern and 
Southern Africa (ESARO) has been requested to provide immediate technical assistance surge capacity for 
21 days to coordinate immediate protection response.  
 
Emergency Telecoms 
The Directorate of Emergency Management (DEM) within the Prime Minister’s Office reports insufficient 
communication means (cell phones and two way radios). Moreover, mobile phone networks do not cover 
certain parts of Northern Namibia.  
 
Logistics 
The DEM reports inadequate airlifting capacity and an insufficient number of boats to reach affected 
populations. WFP is exploring the need for food distribution and other logistical mechanisms in support of 
Government.  
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

4 

Early Recovery 
Medium and longer term priorities include the rehabilitation of infrastructures such as roads, bridges, schools, 
health facilities, and market places.   
 
 

 

At national level the Directorate of Emergency Management (DEM) within the Prime Minister’s Office is the 
central coordinating unit for disaster management and response. DEM is working closely with district 
authorities, UN Country Team, Red Cross and humanitarian partners to respond effectively to the developing 
crisis.  UN Heads of Agencies are regularly meeting and a UN Inter-Agency disaster technical advisory group 
(UNDTAG) has been formed.  
 
The OCHA Regional Office for Southern Africa is deploying a Humanitarian Affairs Officer in support of the 
Resident Coordinator and UN Country Team. UNDAC is expected to deploy a technical support mission in the 
coming days.  
 
 

 
The UNCT and humanitarian partners are currently discussing a possible joint appeal to be launched in the 
coming week. UN Agencies are limited in re-programming funds for the emergency response.  
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 
 

 
Please contact:  
Ian MacLeod, Acting Resident Coordinator, Representative UNICEF Namibia 
Tel: +264-61-2046251 / Email: imacleod@unicef.org 

Emma Sitambuli, Policy Advisor Livelihoods and Food Security, RCO Namibia 
Tel: +264-61-204-6233 / Email: emma.sitambuli@undp.org 
 
Benoit Pylyser, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Regional Office for Southern Africa  
Tel: +27-82-908-14-04 / Email: pylyser@un.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


