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          Should we turn our back to the world 
– or should we rather show the world 
               that its present image of Denmark is wrong?
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Challenges 
and dialogue

2005 will be remembered as a year of major 

disasters: the tsunami, the hurricane in Central 

America, the earthquake in Pakistan and the hun-

ger disaster in Southern Africa. Thanks to our good 

partners and the record high amount of DKK 202 

million (approx. USD 32.5 million) raised among the 

Danish public, DanChurchAid is massively involved 

in relief aid to the victims of all four disasters. Af-

ter a heavy focus on relief work, the pressing chal-

lenge is to link with more long-term development 

work and advocacy activities, both of which are 

extremely necessary if our support to the affected 

populations is to be sustainable. 

During the last months of 2005 and in early 2006, 

DanChurchAid felt the effects, both in Denmark 

and in our Regional Offices, of the publishing of 

the Muhammad cartoons in the Danish daily Jyl-

lands-Posten.

Our office in Nyala in Darfur, Sudan, was besieged 

by demonstrators. Several of our expatriates se-

conded to projects and partners in the West Bank, 

Palestine, were evacuated. Assistance to those af-

fected by the earthquake in Pakistan could conti-

nue almost as usual, as it is carried out by Pakista-

nis. But our Pakistani-Danish relief worker, Usman Adam, had to return to Den-

mark. Usman Adam reported that the earthquake survivors were very grateful 

for our assistance. However, people from outside tried to take advantage of 

the cartoons in order to further destabilise Pakistan, and these persons were 

‘beyond therapeutic reach’.

‘If you use freedom of expression in this way, you are just strengthening ex-

tremists on both sides’, commented Dr. Hasyim  Muzadi, leader of 40 million 

Muslims in Indonesia, when he met Henrik Stubkjær, DanChurchAid Secretary 

General, at the World Council of Churches General Assembly. 

DanChurchAid considers it one of its tasks to reinstate dialogue and mutual 

understanding. At our nationwide Parish Collection 2006, some Danes said 

that they did not want to donate money to Muslims. DanChurchAid could not 

and would not guarantee that no Muslims would be supported. We can only 

guarantee that assistance will be given to those in need. That is our only cri-

terion and concern.

When the earthquake hit Pakistan, DanChurchAid received large donations for 

its relief work. Part of the money was collected by dedicated Pakistanis living 

in Denmark and handed over to DanChurchAid for use in the church-related 

relief work. They did so because they trusted us to be an honest and reliable 

organisation. 

At our Parish Collection 2006, 19,500 persons turned out as collectors. Among 

them were quite a number of Danes of Pakistani origin who spent a couple 

of hours going from door to door because they – like all the other collectors 

– wanted to contribute to a better world.
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The earthquake in Pakistan at-
tracted much attention. But 
donations were far below the 
level of that of the tsunami.
PHOTO I PAUL JEFFREY

The causes 

2005-2006 was dominated by two devastating natural disasters: the tsunami 

and the earthquake in South Asia. But there was good help at hand, and the 

media did a good job by, among others, comparing the spontaneous and over-

whelming assistance provided to the survivors of the tsunami with the assistan-

ce given to the earthquake stricken Pakistanis and Indians only nine months 

later. In both cases, DanChurchAid was thus able to give invaluable and imme-

diate assistance to the survivors.

The situation is, however, more difficult when the causes of need are rooted in 

abysmal poverty and years of perpetual hunger. Fortunately, 2005 was the year 

when the world tried to tackle some of these questions. Both the British Africa 

Commission, the G-8 summit in Scotland, the UN World Summit in September 

and finally the WTO summit in December focused to some extent on the world 

order from the perspective of the poorest countries.

DanChurchAid participated in the global White Band campaign, but also took our own 

initiatives in areas relating to the way we work. In December 2005, DanChurchAid 

published a report on how intellectual rights to research, TRIPS, harm the poorest 

farmers in Africa and Asia, because they become dependant on purchasing seeds 

and fertilizers. The so-called hybrid maize is commonly used e.g. in Malawi, and it 

means that farmers become very vulnerable when the rains fail. In January 2006, 

DanChurchAid highlighted once again the structural causes behind the food crisis 

that persists in Southern Africa. AIDS, drought, environmental problems, wrong 

crops and overpopulation mean that the good years have become the exception in 

stead of the rule. Hunger in Southern Africa has become permanent. DanChurchAid 

urgently requests that Denmark steps in with regional development assistance, not 

only relief aid, in order to break the vicious circle.

But even in countries which seem to do well, as for instance India, deep hunger 

and persistent misery is still to be found. In February 2006, DanChurchAid held 

a conference on how Danish corporations investing in India can contribute to 

fighting hunger and poverty. In a report, DanChurchAid encourages Danish cor-

porations investing in developing countries to broaden their social responsibi-

lity beyond environmental issues and working conditions. Corporations should 

also consider how they play their part in combating hunger and poverty, for 

example, when they draw on resources like water and land.

The participating corporations took up the challenge in a positive way. In the 

words of Mr Lars Rebien Sørensen, Managing Director of Novo Nordisk, ‘If we in-

vest globally now, we can secure welfare at home and at the same time increase 

our intercultural understanding, which is highly needed right now.’ 

Millions of people participated in 
the worldwide campaign to Make 
Poverty History.
PHOTO I  MAKE POVERTY HISTORY

Causes of poverty may be political, 
as for instance Israel’s so-called se-
curity barrier in the West Bank.
PHOTO I  HEINE PEDERSEN
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Work abroad
THE POOREST   I DanChurchAid’s work abroad is focused on the poorest 

population groups in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, Eastern Europe/Central 

Asia and Central America. Whether it is immediate relief aid to victims of 

drought, wars, floods and other disasters, the long haul of reconstructing 

and developing a community or advocating the cause of the oppressed 

and supporting the democratic struggle in a country or a local area – the 

aim is to help people reach a point where they are able to take care of 

themselves and speak for themselves.

RIGHTS AND ADVOCACY  I Respect for human rights pervades the acti-

vities of DanChurchAid, and advocacy is part and parcel of both relief and 

development aid. 

This assistance has no lasting effect, if we do not remove the barriers that 

prevent the poor, marginalised and oppressed people from asserting their 

basic rights to food, health, education and a life in dignity. 

In many countries, the governments let the poor section of the popula-

tion down when it comes to health, education and the rule of law. In close 

cooperation with our partners, DanChurchAid supports marginalised po-

pulation groups to organise and express their demands. At the same time 

we encourage and support local and international networks that can influ-

ence politicians and other decision-makers.

PEACE AND JUSTICE  I  During wars and conflicts, DanChurchAid sup-

ports local initiatives for the promotion of peaceful coexistence and 

lasting peace – both in the rage of a conflict and in long-term develop-

ment work. Churches and progressive forces in civil society play a sig-

nificant role in advocating the cause of oppressed and marginalised 

groups and individuals.

PARTNERSHIPS  I  DanChurchAid’s work is always based on an ongoing 

dialogue with our local partners who know and understand the local 

context. Partnership ensures that relief and development program-

mes actually reach the poorest of the poor and that programmes are 

sustainable when DanChurchAid withdraws. We operate our own hu-

manitarian mine action programmes, but we leave programme imple-

mentation to our local partners or partners in ACT, Action by Churches 

Together.

DanChurchAid works with local 
partners worldwide. One impor-
tant aspect is to strengthen local 
communities and their organisa-
tions.
PHOTO I HEINE  PEDERSEN 

I MIKKEL ØSTERGÅÅRD
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Africa
MORE DEMOCRACY I  Twenty years ago most African countries were marked 

by warring dictatorships – or by bloody civil wars.

Today, a fragile democracy has gained a foothold in many countries on the Afri-

can continent. But African associations and organisations representing ordinary 

citizens, and often the poorest groups, are still struggling to keep their coun-

tries on track to real democracy.

In Zambia, Malawi, Kenya, Uganda and Ethiopia many of DanChurchAid’s part-

ners and other democratic organisations struggled to secure respect for de-

mocracy. Even Ethiopia, which has 

been marked by post-election vio-

lent clashes, has seen the most free 

elections ever. 

Burundi continued on course to-

wards peace and democracy, 

among others by holding elections and organising demobilisation and rehabi-

litation. Many refugees in the camps in Tanzania, which are supported by Dan-

ChurchAid, were prepared to return home, but were obstructed due to lack of 

international assistance.

ONGOING CONFLICTS  I The peace in Sudan is of great advantage for the po-

pulation in Southern Sudan. Unfortunately, the conflict in Darfur continues, 

and during the first months of 2006 the province was marred by constant 

clashes and by sabotage of relief operations.

International relief organisations and the UN were regularly harassed. The 

African Union (AU) has warned the UN that it may be forced to hand over its 

Darfur peace mission due to lack of funds, thus admitting that the operation 

demands much more resources and general international pressure.

DanChurchAid continues its support to Darfur, at the same time as the rest 

of Sudan is preparing for the return of refugees from e.g. Kenya. In South-

ern Sudan, which has been cut off from almost all kinds of public services, 

the reconstruction of the school system, health services, infrastructure and 

administration is being planned.

HUNGER AND AIDS  I In Zimbabwe, Robert Mugabe tightened his 25-year 

grip on power even further and carried out a violent demolition of the 

Murambatsvina slum area. Houses and shops were bulldozed and the popu-

lation displaced with no prospects of alternative housing or livelihood.

The combination of AIDS and hun-
ger puts Southern Africa in a per-
manent state of crisis. Disaster has 
become everyday life – the good 
years are exceptions.
PHOTO I ULRIK JANTZEN 

Money alone is not enough. Even large amounts cannot 
replace a determined, political commitment for peace 
and democracy in Sudan
NILS CARSTENSEN, RELIEF OFFICER IN DANCHURCHAID
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After a short period of international focus, African disasters faded into the back-

ground. Hunger and AIDS in Southern Africa have changed from being regular 

emergencies to becoming permanent crises. In January 2006, DanChurchAid 

published the report ‘Permanent hunger crisis in Southern Africa’ in an attempt 

to secure a more long-term engagement by the Danish government in the re-

gion.

In 2005, the drought in Niger developed into a full-blown disaster – many times 

over without the necessary help ever arriving. 

From the Horn of Africa warnings were issued of yet another famine in Ethiopia, 

Kenya, Somalia, Eritrea and Djibouti. In Ethiopia, DanChurchAid upgraded its 

support against the ‘silent hunger’ through long-term development projects, 

several of them targeting areas populated by pastoralists.

CLEAR THE MINES  I  One of Africa’s major problems is the many land mines 

and unexploded ordnance in for instance the Nuba Mountains in Sudan, where 

DanChurchAid continues to clear mines.

In February 2006, DanChurchAid received a large grant from the Danish govern-

ment (Danida) which shall ensure that mine clearance continues not only in 

Sudan but also in Angola and DR Congo. In DR Congo, actual mine clearance 

has started after several years of mapping and mine risk 

education combined with information about AIDS.

WADS  I  In Angola, DanChurchAid has introduced new 

mine clearance methods. The new invention WADS, Wide 

Area Detection System, increases significantly the speed 

of mine clearance. The WADS operates in the provinces 

of Moxico and Lunda Sul where almost every road is to-

tally or partly closed because of mine danger. Thanks to 

this new armoured vehicle with eight metal detectors 

mounted on a special frame at the front of the vehicle, 

the whole width of the road can be scanned, and mines 

dug as deep as one metre in the soil can be detected. 

Twelve well-known Danes with the first names of Hans 

and Hanne are supporting mine clearance. They have 

promised to raise a total of DKK one million (approx. USD 

160,000) for the large project. The campaign was awarded a prize in the Danish 

Postal Services Direct Marketing Championship.

Drought, as here in Ethiopia, means 
that by February 2006 more than six 
million people in the Horn of Africa 
were threatened by hunger.
PHOTO I ANNA KÅRI

Invention: The WADS increases 
the speed of mine clearance con-
siderably.
PHOTO I DANCHURCHAID 

Well-known Danes with the first na-
mes of Hans and Hanne raise funds 
for mine clearance in Angola.
PHOTO I ULRIK JANTZEN
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Central America
ADVOCACY I DanChurchAid partners in both Honduras and Guatemala have 

consolidated their work in poor villages by supporting villagers with kitchen 

gardens and small-scale sustainable farming combined with training in health 

care, nutrition and advocacy.

The poor small farmer organisations and Maya Indians speak on their own be-

half before local and national authorities. In this way they contribute to influen-

cing the government regarding land and agriculture reforms. After a ten-year 

struggle, the inhabitants of a village in western Honduras were thus able to 

make the government fulfil an old promise of handing over land to the village.

INCREASING POVERTY I Although Guatemala 

experienced economic growth, it seldom benefited 

the poor – on the contrary. Poverty has increased, 

especially in rural areas. ‘Most of the people here are 

so poor that there are days when many families only eat one meal a day – usu-

ally beans and tortillas’, says Isabel Avilon, nutritionist in Ixmoco, a village in 

western Guatemala. Also the poor were the most affected when the hurricane 

season sent an unusually large number of hurricanes over Central America. 

 

AFTER THE HURRICANE I In October, hur-

ricane Stan swept the region with huge down-

pours. In Guatemala, thousands of families were 

left homeless and lost their land when floods and 

mud- and stoneslides ravaged the highlands and 

the southern part of the country. DanChurchAid 

is assisting more than 400 Mayan families with 

new houses and sanitation in the province of 

San Marcos. The funds come partly from the EU 

emergency fund ECHO, partly from ACT Interna-

tional. DanChurchAid’s work to promote demo-

cracy, support human rights and strengthen the 

rule of law in Guatemala was also given a boost 

from the EU. DanChurchAid’s partners support 

both increased citizen protection by monitoring 

the security police, and strengthen knowledge 

and use of human rights among Maya Indians.

Asia
TSUNAMI AND EARTHQUAKE I First the tsunami killed at least 250,000 

people and made millions homeless. Then the earthquake in Pakistan and In-

dia claimed at least 80,000 victims and made hundreds of thousands homeless 

who were threatened by the ice-cold Himalayan winter. In both cases, the enor-

mous reconstruction work will take years to be completed and the survivors to 

return to normal life.

Thanks to professional local staff and partners, DanChurchAid’s relief aid was 

immediately dispatched. The Danish public reacted positively to the appeal and 

The most important right we have obtained 
is the freedom to be able to express oursel-
ves and engage in dialogue.
LEONARDO RAMIREZ, VILLAGE LEADER, HONDURAS

Reconstruction in San Marcos, Guate-
mala, after the mudslide.
PHOTO I MIKE KOLLÖFFEL
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Before, we were bonded labourers without wages, only 
hard work from six in the morning to six in the evening. 
Now we are free and have a plot of land to till. Sometimes 

we are still hungry, but we have a much better life
VILLAGE LEADERS IN INDRANAGER, ANDHRA PRADESH. THE NGO SAHANIVASA 
HELPED THEM OUT OF BONDED LABOUR

DKK 74 million (approx. USD 11.8 million) was raised for the 

tsunami survivors and DKK 14 million (approx. USD 2.2 mil-

lion) for the earthquake affected population.

 

MODERN SLAVERY I ‘Act against Slavery’ was the humani-

tarian theme at the annual Roskilde Music Festival in Denmark. 

During the week-long festival, 600 DanChurchAid volunteers 

informed about modern forms of slavery and raised funds by 

collecting bottles for recycling in favour of young Cambodians 

who have been abused or are in danger of being abused as mo-

dern slaves. Later, DanChurchAid decided to expand its work 

against modern slavery and trafficking in Asia. So far, efforts 

have been concentrated on young girls in Cambodia with the 

solid backing from Operation Day’s Work (fundraising by Da-

nish high school students). In future, other countries in South 

and Southeast Asia will also be covered by this work.

YOUNG VOLUNTEERS I A new volunteer programme in 

Cambodia challenged five young Danes to get closer to Dan-

ChurchAid’s work in Cambodia. Another group of twelve 

youth from a Danish Folk High School spent three months in 

India attached to a number of DanChurchAid’s partners with 

the purpose of collecting material for an information cam-

paign about hunger and child labour, among others in connection with Dan-

ChurchAid’s annual Parish Collection 2006.

HUNGER I Vulnerable population groups in rural areas in Cambodia and India 

will benefit from DanChurchAid’s increased efforts to fight hunger and malnu-

trition. In India, twenty per cent of the 

population are exposed to chronic hun-

ger and in Cambodia every third person. 

The activities focus on improved cultiva-

tion methods in the poor rural areas and 

not least on securing the rights of the 

poor population, including their right to 

food, land and livelihood.

WAR AND CONFLICT I Sri Lanka is still plagued by confrontations between the 

Tamil Tigers and the government. This has delayed rehabilitation work for tsunami 

survivors and has also prevented civil war refugees from returning to their homes. 

In Nepal as well, DanChurchAid’s work for improving the livelihood of the poor and 

casteless has been corrupted by conflicts between government armed forces and 

Maoist rebels. In Cambodia, the government now detains persons who are critical 

of government politics. This impacts negatively the human rights and democracy 

activities which are hampered due to fear of detention and harassment. Several 

of DanChurchAid’s partners have been detained or forced into exile because they 

speak critically of the government. Others have opted to keep a low profile.

Child labour is a necessity for the poor-
est Indian families. Many children do 
not go to school and thus lay the 
foundation for extreme poverty in 
the next generation as well.
PHOTO I LARS SALOMOMSEN

Young Danes informed about 
modern slavery at the Roskilde 
Music Festival.
GRAPHIC I KIT HALDING
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Europe and Central Asia
NEW WAVE OF DEMOCRACY I The popular uprising in Kyrgyzstan in April 

2005 resulted in a new government, and DanChurchAid’s partners still play an 

important role in promoting democracy and citizen participation.

OPERATION DAY’S WORK I In 2005, Operation Day’s Work selected through 

DanChurchAid a project in Kyrgyzstan for getting children back in school. On 2 

November the Danish high school students raised DKK 8.3 million (approx. USD 

1.328 million), a new record.

Cooperation with Operation Day’s Work had a great impact in Kyrgyzstan, 

because the national media also became aware that children and youth have far 

less opportunities for education than their parents previously had.

The available civic space in Central Asian countries is narrowing. And the sense 

of frustration and lack of influence is reinforced by widespread poverty.

NO MORE POPULAR CRITICISM I In Russia the power holders try to silence 

and close civil society organisations. Parliament has passed a bill that makes 

local NGOs illegal. Together with local partners, DanChurchAid works to con-

vince government authorities that it is not subversive to help the poorest, the 

homeless and the AIDS affected, whose numbers in Russia have increased dra-

matically in the course of 2005.

SUPPORT TO ROMAS   I Macedonia’s application for EU membership has led 

to considerable changes, both politically and socially. The ethnic tensions that 

have plagued the region seem to be on the decline.

Since Operation Day’s Work 2000, DanChurchAid has participated in informa-

tion activities about the Romas’ struggle against oppression and a number of 

international initiatives have been implemented during 2005. The World Bank 

and Soros Foundation started a decade with focus on bringing the Macedonian 

Romas out of the isolation engendered by poverty and social marginalisation. 

PHASING OUT I After eleven years in Macedo-

nia, DanChurchAid has begun to phase out. ‘It is 

very rewarding to be able to finish our work look-

ing towards a society on its way up and reflecting 

back on the development of one of the country’s 

strongest civil society organisations. Our partner, 

MCIC, is working country-wide and embodies all the country’s ethnic, social and 

religious differences. MCIC will no doubt continue to play an important role as 

the bridge builder and spear head for the interests of the ordinary population in 

Macedonia,’ says Jørgen Thomsen, Programme Coordinator for Eastern Europe 

and Central Asia.

I like my work, because I earn money for my fa-
mily. But I would like to go back to my school, 
because it is important to learn.

KANUBEK KUDAIBERDJEV, 12 YEARS OLD, WORKING IN A MAR-
KET IN BISJKEK, KYRGYZSTAN

Operation Day’s Work 2005 raised 
a record amount of DKK 8.3 mil-
lion for school going children and 
youth in Kyrgyzstan.
PHOTO I LARS BERTELSEN

Homeless in St. Petersburg will 
have difficulty getting help in the 
future. Authorities view NGOs with 
deep distrust.
PHOTO I LARS BERTELSEN
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Israel/Palestine
GAZA ISOLATED I The euphoria after Israeli withdrawal from Gaza was strong 

but short-lived. Arriving to and departing from Gaza is still so difficult that trade 

and traffic between Israel, the West Bank and the rest of the world is almost im-

possible. The challenges facing the Palestinians have also become crystal clear. 

They need to establish democracy in a society where politics are characterised 

by undemocratic and fundamentalist movements. The Palestinian Authority is 

weak and there are no strong, political structures to enforce law and order and 

contribute to basic political formation.

 

NO MONEY FOR FOOD I By the end of 

2005, FAO, the UN organisation for food 

and agriculture, estimated that 40 per 

cent of Palestinians live on the brink of 

starvation. Not because of lack of food, 

but because people cannot afford to 

buy enough food. In some places, unemployment is almost 70 per cent, and 

the Israeli security barrier prevents many farmers from cultivating their land. 

At the same time, 450,000 olive trees on the West Bank have been uprooted 

to give space for new settlements, roads and security zones around the settle-

ments. The settlements occupy land cultivated for generations by Palestinian 

farmers. Through DanChurchAid, Danish churches and private persons have 

created hope for peace by sponsoring 3,000 new, small olive trees to replace 

the uprooted ones.

NO ACCESS TO SPECIAL HOSPITALS I The Israeli security barrier makes 

access to Jerusalem even more difficult for Palestinians living on the West 

Bank. This is a disaster for the chronically ill, as all Palestinian special hospi-

tals are situated in Jerusalem. Even patients and hospital staff with humani-

tarian travel permits often find closed Israeli checkpoints. Augusta Victoria 

Hospital at the Mount of Olives, supported by DanChurchAid since the early 

1950s, operates its own bus service in an attempt to ensure patients and 

staff access to the hospital.

VICTORY TO HAMAS I According to international election observers, the Pale-

stinian general elections in January 2006 were free and fair, and Hamas won the 

majority of the seats in the legislative assembly. Hamas’ victory has given cause 

for much speculation about the political future and efforts to create a just and 

lasting peace. DanChurchAid continues to support health activities, to work on 

women’s rights and to support both Israeli and Palestinian partners monitoring 

the governance of their political leaders. Where still possible and meaningful, 

DanChurchAid supports initiatives for peace and reconciliation.

Adults may be able to put into perspective and reflect on 
violence and hatred. A child cannot. A child feels. Apart 
from the violent experiences, most children have also 

lost their normal protection, i.e. parents with energy.

NADER ABU AMSHA, DIRECTOR OF YMCA 
REHABILITATION PROGRAMME FOR PALESTINIAN CHILDREN AND YOUTH

A bus to the Augusta Victoria 
Hospital. It is now so difficult for 
staff and patients to get through 
the checkpoints at the West Bank 
that the hospital has organised a 
bus service.
PHOTO I HEINE PEDERSEN

A child at a health clinic. Children pay 
the price of the political situation.
PHOTO I HEINE PEDERSEN

450,000 olive trees on the West 
Bank have been destroyed as part 
of the Israeli colonisation of the 
area.
PHOTO I DANCHURCHAID
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DanChurchAid
OBJECTIVE I The objective of DanChurchAid is to assist and be advocates for 

oppressed, neglected and marginalised population groups in poor countries and 

to strengthen their possibilities of getting a life in dignity.

In Denmark as well as internationally DanChurchAid aims at informing about the 

root causes of poverty and oppression and at mo-

bilising popular and political action to change the 

inequalities.

DanChurchAid is rooted in the Danish National 

Evangelical Lutheran Church but cooperates with 

other popular and church-related partners. 

Internationally, we are part of the ecumenical net-

work related to the World Council of Churches, 

ACT/Action by Churches Together and the Lutheran World Federation.

DanChurchAid is an independent organisation. The activities are financed through 

fundraising, private donations and foundations as well as funds from among 

others Danida (the Danish government), the EU, FAO and UNHCR.

DanChurchAid implements numerous development and relief projects with 

funding from global donors, mainly from the European Union and UN Agencies. 

DanChurchAid has signed a Framework Partnership Agreement with the Huma-

nitarian Aid department (ECHO) of the European Com-

mission which facilitates the funding of relief projects. 

A specialised Global Funding Unit in DanChurchAid pro-

vides technical assistance to ensure that the require-

ments of the international donors are met. 19 per cent 

of the income in 2005 (approx. USD 13.450 mill.) came 

from international donors.  

WHO ARE WE - AND WHERE  I  DanChurchAid’s 

headquarters are situated in the heart of Copenhagen 

and staffed by more than 100 persons including a num-

ber of volunteers. In Aarhus, the second largest city in 

Denmark, DanChurchAid has an office with two informa-

tion consultants and a number of volunteers attached. A 

new office has opened in Odense, one of the larger cities 

in Denmark.

Country-wide, DanChurchAid has 110 second-hand 

shops selling used clothes and other used items. The 

latest of its kind are two trendy shops called ‘fisk’ (fish), 

one in Copenhagen and one in Aarhus targeting young 

customers. 

In the streets of five larger Danish cities, DanChurchAid 

is made visible through a number of young ‘face2face’ 

staff asking people to register for regular contributions 

to DanChurchAid.

The supreme authority of DanChurchAid is the Council 

of 38 members elected for a four-year period represen-

ting church and local constituencies, volunteers and 

staff. The Council, headed by Bishop Niels Henrik Arendt, 
The second-hand shops also contribute to a 
better environment. The collection FIKS (chick) 
from a fashion show at a hotel in Copenhagen.
PHOTO I LARS WAHK

I am happy that DanChurchAid stands firm; 

not in party politics, but as a church-related 

organisation with the right and the obligation 

to speak about the causes of poverty.
ANE HJERRILD, CHURCH OF DENMARK COUNCIL ON INTER-
CHURCH RELATIONS, AT THE DANCHURCHAID NATIONAL 

ASSEMBLY APRIL 2005
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elects the Board of Directors of maximum 

11 members to tend to the current political 

and financial management of DanChurchAid. 

Chairperson is Kirsten Lund Larsen, Secretary 

General of Danish YMCA & YWCA. 

INFORMATION AND FUNDRAISING I 

DanChurchAid is very dependent on the so-

lid popular support and backing from more 

than 3,700 voluntary workers in our second-

hand shops, former seconded staff and 

youth volunteers, fundraising organisers, 

youth and church organisations and a steadi-

ly increasing number of young volunteers in 

the five largest Danish cities.

The work in Denmark is centred on three 

main issues: 1) fundraising, 2) informa-

tion about the root causes of poverty and 

disasters and 3) lobby and advocacy, such 

as discussing with Danish business corpo-

rations how private investors should act to-

wards poverty and hunger when investing 

in developing countries; or with point of 

departure in the food crisis in Malawi put-

ting pressure on the Danish government to 

engage itself in a long-term commitment in 

the Southern Africa region to alleviate hun-

ger and AIDS. 

DanChurchAid’s own information tools are 

our website www.noedhjaelp.dk, the News 

Letter produced for persons in Denmark 

with a special interest in NGOs and inter-

national relief and development work and 

our monthly magazine NØD (NEED) sent to 

126,000 private donors.

Private donations are vital as they make our 

agency flexible and dynamic. It means among others that we can react prompt-

ly to acute emergency appeals in connection with e.g. earthquakes, floods and 

wars.

WE BELIEVE I that all human beings are created in the image of God and there-

fore equal. We believe that even the poorest of the poor have capacities to build 

on, and that assistance should be given regardless of race, religion and political 

affiliation. As a Christian organisation, DanChurchAid believes in life after death 

– but definitely also in life before death in dignity and respect for the individual 

human being.

Happening at the Roskilde Music 
Festival: the Slave Tower places 
the reality of developing countries 
right in the middle of the Danish 
welfare system.
PHOTO I ULRIK JANTZEN 

The last word: Demonstration 
against the Danish government’s 
reduction of its support to de-
velopment education in Denmark
PHOTO I ANNE MOUSTEN

Our most pressing task is to reach a point when the volunteers 

say ‘we’ and not ‘you’ about DanChurchAid.

STIG GLENT-MADSEN, HIGH COURT JUDGE AND FORMER DANCHURCHAID CHAIRPERSON



14     a n n u a l  r e p o r t   

 42%  PRIVATE DONATIONS 183,875,271
 21%  Gifts, collections, etc. 91,459,639
 3%  Second-hand shops, profits 15,105,478
 18%  Special collections 77,310,154

 38%  DANIDA ALLOCATIONS 168,815,106
 25%  Development frame grant 110,000,000
 13%  Single grants & Relief grants 58,815,106

 12%  EU ALLOCATIONS 51,144,851

 7%  INTERNATIONAL DONORS 32,850,921

 1%  OTHER INCOME 3,787,555

 TOTAL  440,473,704 

WHERE DID THE MONEY COME FROM? (DKK)

 8%  EUROPE 29,393,921

 4%  MIDDLE EAST 15,127,583 

 37% ASIA 135,473,513

 41%  AFRICA 146,504,001

 5%  CENTRAL AMERICA 16,316,634

 5%  INTERCONTINENTAL 19,324,363

 TOTAL  362,140,015

WHERE DID THE MONEY GO? (DKK)

 37%  DEVELOPMENT AID 162,904,120

 2%  MATERIAL AID/PROCUREMENT 10,533,678 

 5% EXPATRIATES 23,044,187

 38%  RELIEF AID 165,658,031

 3%  DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION 13,092,220

 5%  CAMPAIGNS AND FUNDRAISING 20,978,195 

 10%  ADMINISTRATION 42,470,439

TOTAL  438,680,870

WHAT WAS THE MONEY SPENT ON? (DKK)

8%  EUROPE

4%  MIDDLE EAST

37%  ASIA

41%  AFRICA

5%  CENTRAL AMERICA

5%  INTERCONTINENTAL

21%  GIFTS, COLLECTIONS, ETC.

3%  SECOND-HAND SHOPS, PROFITS

18%  SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

 38% DANIDA ALLOCATIONS

 12% EU ALLOCATIONS

7% INTERNATIONAL DONORS

1%  OTHER INCOME

37%  DEVELOPMENT AID

2%  MATERIAL AID/PROCUREMENT

5% EXPATRIATES

38%  RELIEF AID

3%  DEVELOPMENT 
       EDUCATION

10%  ADMINISTRATION

5%  CAMPAIGNS 
       AND FUNDRAISING
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92.23% 7.77%

2001            2002            2003             2004       2005

Net turnover

Administration

91.5% 8.5% 90.65% 9.35% 9.29%90.71% 9.77%90.23%

 TYPE OF COUNTRY  NUMBER OF COUNTRIES TOTAL TURNOVER

 FOCUS COUNTRIES  9 140,386,864.21

 PROJECT COUNTRIES  17  117,842,996.00

 RELIEF COUNTRIES 9  57,275,270.28

 REGIONAL  6  46,155,188.36

 OTHER  3  479,697.04

 TOTAL  362,140,015.89  

TURNOVER BY TYPE OF COUNTRY  (DKK)

Country with DanChurchAid office and/or many partners

Country with DanChurchAid support to single projects or relief work

HONDURAS

RUSSIA

SRI LANKA
ETHIOPIA

UGANDA

INDIA CAMBODIA

MALAWI
ZAMBIA

ANGOLA

DR CONGO

KENYA

SUDAN

TANZANIA

PALESTINE

ALBANIA

GUATEMALA
EL SALVADOR ERITREA

BURUNDI

ZIMBABWE

SOUTH AFRICA

LEBANON

BURMA

BANGLADESH

PHILIPPINES

NEPAL

KYRGYZSTAN

KAZAKHSTAN
SERBIA

DANCHURCHAID WORKS HERE

PAKISTAN

MACEDONIA

TAJIKISTAN 
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DK-1165 Copenhagen K

+45 3315 2800
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