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01 January-20 April 2021 Aid Worker KKA is now available on our website or HDX. Insecurity Insight continuously 
updates data on aid workers killed, kidnapped or arrested (KKA). Updated data includes new and historic reports identified in 
open-sources and verified security incidents submitted by Aid in Danger partner agencies. 

Past editions: 05-18 May and 21 April-04 May  

Join our mailing list, follow us on Twitter. Get in touch to report an incident or have additional information on an incident we 
have reported on. 

 

Safety, security and access incidents  
Incidents of threats and violence affecting aid workers and aid delivery. 

Africa 
Cameroon 
11 May 2021: MSF began negotiations with the Ministry of External Relations to relaunch activities 
in the Northwest region after its operations were suspended in December 2020 over accusations of 
aiding armed groups. After two weeks of discussion, no agreement was reached. Source: 
HumAngle and MSF 
 
Central African Republic 
19 May 2021: Along the Mboki-Obo highway, Haut-Mbomou prefecture, eight heavily armed Union 
for Peace in Central African Republic (UPC) fighters fired gunshots at random, forcing a WFP convoy 
to stop, as well as fatally wounding the driver and his assistant. Sources: ACLED1 and HumAngle 
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Around 18 May 2021: In Kakenge and Runundu Cepac villages, Fizi territory, South Kivu province, 
two INGO aid workers were kidnapped by Mayi Mayi fighters. Sources: Actualité 
 
19 May 2021: In Uvira territory, South Kivu province, one male and one female aid worker travelling 
via motorbike were kidnapped by Mayi Mayi Buhirwa. Their motorbike was found by FARDC but the 
location of the staff members remains unknown. Sources: ACLED1, Actualité, Journal des 
Nations, La Prunelle and Kivu Times 
 
Ethiopia 
28 April 2021: In Tigray region, an aid worker and USAID partner was killed by Ethiopian and 
Eritrean troops. Sources: Ahram Online, All Africa and USAID 
 
As reported on 13 May 2021: In Central zone, Tigray region, Eritrean soldiers at checkpoints - 
some reportedly disguising themselves in old Ethiopian military uniforms - have obstructed and 
occupied critical aid routes on multiple occasions. Source: CNN 
 
As reported on 13 May 2021: On the outskirts of Adigrat city, Eastern zone, Tigray region, Ethiopian 
troops occupied a former USAID distribution centre and stopped several trucks carrying 
humanitarian aid. Sources: CNN and Foreign Policy 
 
16 May 2021: In Shire district, Tigray region, heavy fighting restricted the movement of humanitarian 
actors from Mekelle city via Abiy Addi town. Source: OCHA 

http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/aid-in-danger/kka-kik
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-aid-worker-kka-dataset
http://bit.ly/05-18MayBiMonthly
https://bit.ly/21Apr04MayBiMonthly
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://twitter.com/InsecurityInsig
https://humangle.ng/msf-negotiating-return-to-northwest-cameroon-after-accusation-of-aiding-separatists/
https://twitter.com/MSF_WestAfrica/status/1400038921711587336
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://humangle.ng/2-world-food-programme-staff-killed-in-rebel-ambush-in-central-africa-republic/
https://actualite.cd/2021/05/21/sud-kivu-quatre-agents-humanitaires-kidnappes-par-les-miliciens-fizi-et-uvira
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://actualite.cd/2021/05/21/sud-kivu-quatre-agents-humanitaires-kidnappes-par-les-miliciens-fizi-et-uvira
https://journaldesnations.net/humanitaire/uvira-deux-agents-humanitaires-kidnappes-par-des-hommes-armes-nyamutiri/
https://journaldesnations.net/humanitaire/uvira-deux-agents-humanitaires-kidnappes-par-des-hommes-armes-nyamutiri/
https://laprunellerdc.info/uvira-deux-agents-humanitaires-enleves-par-des-inconnus-a-lemera/
https://www.kivutimes.com/uvira-deux-agents-de-long-ased-enleves-par-les-hommes-armes/
https://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/2/10/413258/World/Africa/Aid-worker-slain-in-fire-fight-in-Ethiopias-Tigray.aspx
https://allafrica.com/stories/202105280025.html
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-26-2021-death-usaid-partner-humanitarian-aid-worker-tigray
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/05/12/africa/tigray-axum-aid-blockade-cmd-intl/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/05/12/africa/tigray-axum-aid-blockade-cmd-intl/index.html
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/05/21/biden-visa-restrictions-ethiopia-tigray-conflict-eritrea-war-crimes-humanitarian-crisis/
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-tigray-region-humanitarian-update-situation-report-20-may-2021
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29 May 2021: In Adigrat town, Tigray region, an Ethiopian aid worker was hit in the head by a stray 
bullet. He died the following day. Source: Ahram Online 
 
Nigeria 
As reported on 04 May 2021: In Nigeria’s northeast, ISWAP fighters have mounted checkpoints 
along several roads to screen passengers, where they target non-Muslims, security officials and aid 
workers for abduction or execution. Source: HumAngle 
 
South Sudan 
During the first two weeks of May 2021: In Gumuruk locality, Pibor administrative area, 
unidentified perpetrators looted approx. 550 metric tons of food from WFP storage facilities. Other 
stores were destroyed. Source: Eye Radio 
 
21 May 2021: In Ganyiel Payam village, Panyijar county, Unity state, unidentified perpetrators killed 
a South Sudanese doctor working at an IRC-supported health centre. In response, the IRC 
suspended activities in the area. Sources: Alarabiya, Eye Radio I, Eye Radio II, Eye Radio III, 
Eye Radio IV, Eye Radio V, GCR2P and Sudan Tribune 
 
21 May 2021: In Koch county, Unity state, unidentified perpetrators attacked a humanitarian convoy, 
including an ambulance. Source: GCR2P 
 

Asia 
Azerbaijan 

As reported on 13 May 2021: In the Artsakh area, Nagorno‑Karabakh enclave, Azeri authorities 
failed to authorise humanitarian access for a UN humanitarian mission. Source: Armen Press 
 
China  
As reported on 27 May 2021: In Xinjiang region, a Chinese-speaking hacking group posing as the 
UN set up a fake website for an advocacy group in an attempt to identify high-profile members of the 
Uyghur Muslim community. The Uyghurs targeted were those who were attempting to read UN 
documents about human rights violations against the Uyghur people. Source: Vice 
 
India 
06 May 2021: In Srinagar city, Jammu and Kashmir region, the District Magistrate directed oxygen 
manufacturing units to supply oxygen only to designated hospitals and clinics, and to exclude NGOs 
and private users, except with his approval. Source: Al Jazeera 
 
Myanmar 
21 May 2021: The Japanese Government — a top donor to Myanmar — warned it would expand its 
suspension of aid towards the country as a result of the ongoing civil unrest following the military 
coup. Source: New Age 

Europe 
Russian Federation 
26 May 2021: Under the Foreign Agent Law, the Prosecutor General designated three German 
NGOs — the Forum of Russian-Speaking Europeans, the Center for Liberal Modernity and the 
German-Russian Exchange — as “undesirable” on the alleged basis that they threaten the 
foundations of the constitutional order and security of the Russian Federation. The designation 
follows the recent imposition of a law requiring NGOs which receive foreign funding to register as 
“foreign agents”. Source: DW 
 
Ukraine 
05 May 2021: Near Donetsk city and oblast, four shell strikes of unidentified origin hit the territory 
and buildings of a treated water storage and a pumping facility, leading to disruptions in water supply, 
with serious risks for schools and hospitals. Source: UNICEF 
 

https://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/2/10/413258/World/Africa/Aid-worker-slain-in-fire-fight-in-Ethiopias-Tigray.aspx
https://humangle.ng/govt-officials-aid-workers-people-most-at-risk-during-iswap-attacks/
https://eyeradio.org/wfp-condemns-looting-of-food-aid-in-pibor/
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2021/05/23/South-Sudan-aid-doctor-killed-in-cold-blood-amid-rising-attacks
https://eyeradio.org/doctors-give-ultimatum-over-cold-blood-killing-of-colleague/
https://twitter.com/EyeRadioJuba/status/1397492495072833536?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://eyeradio.org/un-wants-killers-of-dr-edward-held-accountable/
https://twitter.com/EyeRadioJuba/status/1396445975565291522
https://eyeradio.org/unity-health-officials-condemn-killing-of-aid-worker/
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/atrocity-alert-no-254-myanmar-burma-ethiopia-and-south-sudan
https://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article69600
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/atrocity-alert-no-254-myanmar-burma-ethiopia-and-south-sudan
https://armenpress.am/eng/news/1052230/
https://www.vice.com/en/article/wx5naw/hackers-posing-as-the-united-nations-hacked-uyghur-muslims
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/7/kashmir-doctors-prohibited-from-speaking-to-media-as-covid-rages
https://www.newagebd.net/print/article/138401
https://www.dw.com/en/russia-designates-3-german-ngos-as-undesirable/a-57678306
https://www.unicef.org/ukraine/en/press-releases/statement-lotta-sylwander-unicef-representative-ukraine#:~:text=Statement%20by%20Lotta%20Sylwander%2C%20UNICEF%20Representative%20in%20Ukraine,-07%20May%202021&text=KYIV%2C%20Ukraine.,7%20May%202021.&text=UNICEF%20is%20calling%20for%20all,in%20conflict%20affected%20Eastern%20Ukraine.
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Middle East and North Africa 
Israel 
18 May 2021: Along the Israeli-Palestinian border, rockets of Palestinian origin were fired at the Erez 
and the Kerem Shalom Crossing where aid was being brought into the Gaza Strip, forcing both to 
close. Source: AP 
 
Occupied Palestinian Territories 
As reported on 13 May 2021: In Tel al-Hawa neighbourhood, Gaza city, missiles launched by the 
Israeli Defence Forces struck a security location near the ICRC offices, damaging a nearby UNRWA 
school. Source: The Electronic Intifada 
 
16 May 2021: In Gaza city, an aerial attack by the IDF hit an MSF trauma and burn clinic, rendering 
a sterilisation room unusable and damaging its waiting area. Sources: Al Jazeera I and Al Jazeera 
II 
 
17 May 2021: In Gaza city, an aerial attack by the IDF hit the offices of the Qatari Red Crescent, 
killing two Palestinians, and injuring ten others. Source: Qatari Red Crescent 
 
Yemen 
24 May 2021: In al Habilayn city, Lahij governorate, two INGO aid workers and a contracted driver 
were injured when their vehicle came under small arms fire at a checkpoint. One of the aid workers, 
a Yemeni citizen, died on 25 May. Sources: CIMP, Oxfam and Twitter 

The Americas 
Nicaragua 
20 May 2021: In an unspecified location, police raided the offices of an NGO and an independent 
news outlet - both linked to children of a former president - as the NIcaraguan Government continued 
to clamp down on critical voices in advance of the November Presidential Election. Source: AP 
 
United States of America 
As reported on 28 May 2021: Russian intelligence operatives of the SolarWinds campaign gained 
access to an email marketing account used by the USAID as part of a cyberattack targeting NGOs, 
government agencies, think tanks and consultants. Sources: Al Jazeera and Euro News 
 

 

This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and incidents of violence affecting the delivery of humanitarian 

assistance. It is part of the Aid in Danger project, by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in local, 

national and international news outlets and online databases.  

The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the provision of aid delivery 

and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, or with consideration to, such information 

remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. 

This document is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of USAID, the U.S. Government, or Save the Children Federation, Inc. 

Suggested citation: Insecurity Insight. 2021. Aid in Danger Bi-Monthly News Brief, 19 May - 01 June 2021. 

Geneva: Insecurity Insight.  

                                                                   

 

https://apnews.com/article/hamas-gaza-middle-east-israel-israel-palestinian-conflict-ab0bfc2b25d2a03756fb0c084fca1a3d
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/tamara-nassar/israel-vows-gaza-will-burn
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/17/qatari-red-crescent-condemns-deadly-israeli-attack-on-gaza-hq
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/17/qatari-red-crescent-condemns-deadly-israeli-attack-on-gaza-hq
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/17/holdshockformedical-system-as-israeli-strikes-kill-gaza-doctors
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/17/holdshockformedical-system-as-israeli-strikes-kill-gaza-doctors
https://twitter.com/QRCS/status/1394329932864659458
https://civilianimpactmonitoring.org/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/oxfam-staff-member-killed-yemen
https://twitter.com/UNSajid/status/1397486155558526978
https://apnews.com/article/nicaragua-philanthropy-a9b646c3f1f6159f4c7faa45a5416c15
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/28/russian-hack-targeted-usaid-human-rights-organisations
https://www.euronews.com/2021/05/29/u-s-government-and-aid-agencies-targeted-by-cyberattack-attributed-to-russia-by-microsoft
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1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 02 June 2021. 

https://acleddata.com/privacy-policy/

